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Hunting hippo, 
buying wine, 
meeting Vanessa 
Mae - plus the 
surveyor facing 
Shearer 



US gapes 
at Bill y the 
Hollywood 
super-stud 


An entire nation is gripped by 
allegations that Bill Qinlon in- 
dulged in a "kind of sex" with 
Monica Lewinsky, a 21 -year- 
old work experience trainee, 
then told her to lie about it. 
The White House is in pan- 
demonium. It is a script even 
Hollywood would have had 
trouble dreaming up. 

Or would it? In a case of life 
imitating art. the scandal finds 
uncanny echoes in two major 
films. Coming soon is Prima- 
ry Colours , starring John Tra- 
volta and Emma Thompson 
(left), a fictionalised account 
of Clinton's 1992 campaign - 
complete with adultery. And 
there is Wag the Dog, about a 
president caught with a teenag- 
er. How much better - or 
worse - can it possibly get? 

Cfinton accused, page 13 
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Britain’s wife-beating epidemic is revealed 


In parts of Britain, one 
woman in. nine is a 
victim of severe beatings 
by her partner each 
year, a major study will 
report next week. As 
* altered women turn to 
hospitals, police, social 
workers and housing 
officers for help, the cost 
is burning a £1 bn hole in 
the public purse. 

It was something which always 
went on behind closed doors. 
Neighbours might bear Lhe ver- 
bal abuse or the sound of blows 
being struck, but it was best not 


to get involved. The victims 
would keep quiet for the sake 
of the children or through fear 
of further beatings. 

But no longer. A research 
team from three British uni- 
versities, which has been given 
unprecedented access to emer- 
gency and social services files, 
has found that battered women 
are seeking help in their hun- 
dreds of thousands. 

The researchers believe that 
the total cost to Britain is more 
than £lbn a year. In the first of- 
ficial study aimed at quantify- 
ing the economic burden of 
domestic violence, they have 
reckoned the public cost at 
£90 per household per year. 

The findings will alarm Paul 


Boateng, the health minister, 
who has convened a special 
seminar on domestic violence 
at the Department of Health on 
Thursday. The report will also 
land on the desk of Joan Rud- 
dock. the minister for women, 
who is currently working with 
the Home Office to devise a 
new government domestic vio- 
lence strategy, which includes 
raising public awareness of the 
issue and making it easier for 
women to come forward and 
report attacks without putting 
themselves at risk. 

She said last night: “Do- 
mestic violence is a crime and 
cannot be tolerated. To put a 
financial cost on such unac- 
ceptable behaviour fails to 
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recognise Lhe emotional and 
physical hurt placed on women 
and children. We are deter- 
mined to tackle this scourge of 
society." 

The study, called Counting 
the Cpsis, was commissioned by 
the Children’s Society and 
Hackney Safer Cities. It took a 
year and was carried out by 
social scientists from Brunei 
University. Lhe University of 
Kent and Middlesex Universi- 
ty. The Independent has ob- 
tained an advance copy of the 
report which will be published 
by Crime Concern next week. 

Members of the research 
team focused on the east Lon- 
don borough of Hackney, 
where they were allowed to ex- 


amine thousands of files relat- 
ing to the victims of domestic 
violence. 

The team leader, Dr Eliza- 
beth Stanko. of Brunei Uni- 
versity. said: “We have to get 
away from the idea that 
domestic violence is something 
hidden: public services are deal- 
ing with it day-in and day-out. 
It is only hidden in the sense that 
virtually no public agency couJd 
account for how much they 
spent on domestic violence. 
Wc had to do that file by file." 

Among the study’s most 
worrying findings was that 5.000 
children in Hackney alone were 
directly affected by domestic 
violence during the year. It con- 
cluded: "The ahsent services For 


children whose mothers are 
facing violence and abuse ._ are 
an obvious gap in public service 
provision.” 

Researchers found that do- 
mestic violence can take many 
forms. Some women were beat- 
en until they miscarried or lost 
consciousness. One man tor- 
mented his wife by forcing her 
to communicate only in written 
notes, which he would often 
burn in front of her. 

One woman told re- 
searchers that she would not 
tolerate any more violence. 
“No one will ever do that to me 
again and walk away," she said. 
“I have constam panic attacks 
and most men who know me 
are wary of me as 1 tend to be 


aggressive." But older women 
said they had suffered in silence. 
One septuagenarian said bit- 
terly: “It’s all too late now. In 
old age, sexual violence 
becomes mental cruelly. Weak 
shits remain weak shits." 

As part of their research, the 
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team interviewed 129 women m 
GPS' surgeries. They found 
that m the past year. 25 per cent 
had been victims of non- 
physical abuse. 20 per cent had 
been given punches or slaps, 
and 1 1 per cent had suffered 
more serious physical abuse. 
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An avalanche swept away 
an entire school class, 

, walking with snow shoes 
/-high in the French Alps 
. ' /esterday. killing seven 
people. Suit more people 
;were still missing last 
.‘night’ after 19 had J>een 
rescued by emergency 
. leams using trained 
"avalanche" dogs, capable 
of sniffing out bodies 
capped under the snow. 
Sothe of the rescued peo- 
ple were buried for sever- 
■ afhouns; ail were injured. 

TThe accident happened 
. hear Orres in the Haute- 
Alpes area of France, 

1 south of. Grenoble. Au- 
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thorities had issued 
avalanche warnings following 
heavy snow-fells but the 
school party seems to have 
departed from the recom- 
mended safe trails. 

Police said 32 people had 
been engulfed by the slide of 


snow and ice, including 26 
teenagers and six teachers 
and instructors. There was 
no immediate word on 
the identity or ages of the 
victims. 

The children came 
from the Saint-Francois 
dAssises school at Mon- 
dgny-le-Bretonneux. south 
of Paris. They were taking 
part in a “dasse de neige”. 
the extended period of 
skiing instruction given to 
thousands of French 
schoolchildren at this time 
of year. Local police said 
the accident happened 
close to a known 
avalanche high-risk area. 
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l*MT discovery 

Png-menstrual tension, once dismissed by doc- 
£ tpfs as “all in the mind", may be connected to 
heightened sensitivity to the female hormone, 

. oestrogen, according to American re- 
; sfearchere. Page 5 

Ulster confusion 

V mixed signals from Northern Ireland yester- 
day ; a statement by the Ulster Defence Asso- 
. dgtion announcing the end of a wave of 
: ki$Qgs by its loyalist gunmen was followed a 
few hours later by another shooting. Page 4 


Japanese apologise to Sun: 

Now Inland Revenue apologises 
to The Independent 

The, Inland Revenue yesterday issued the 
first apology over its new system of tax 
self-assessment, admitting to The Indepen- 
dent that it was still sending out tax bills 
with just a week to go before deadline. 

It said that anyone who received a tax 
bill after the 3( January deadline and was 
therefore issued with a fine - amounting 
to 5 per cent of their bill - could appeal. 
Page 22 


Ashdown’s crusade - 
will Lib-Dems follow? 


Liberal Democrat MPs 
have been ushered into a 
secret meeting to read 
Paddy Ashdown’s radical 
strategy to take them 
into a new.doser 
relationship with Labour. 
Colin Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, describes 
a bold political gamble to 
reshape British politics. 


The Liberal Democrats are to 
he offered a “double lock" to 
protect Lhc-m from being led imo 
a full-blown coalition with the 
Labour government in a strat- 
egy paper which Paddy Ash- 
down is to pul to the party's rank 
and file. 

Bui he has decided to lead 
his party forward to a closer al- 
liance with Tony Blair -in spite 
of widespread unrest about the 
Government’s threats to the 
welfare slate - in « irder to secure 
the modernisation of the British 
constitution, and a fairer voting 
system for the Commons. 

To allay the fears ot his own 
party, he promised that any 
change in the strategy of' “con- 
structive opposition" couki only 
be made with the agreement of 
both the Liberal Democrat MPs 
and party activists. But he is de- 



Ashdown: Closer ties 


tennined to press on with clos- 
er relations with Labour, pos- 
sibly leading to coalition after 
the nexi general election. 

“The key is PR (propor- 
tional representation). That is 
likely to iead to shared gov- 
ernment in Scotland. It would 
he very odd. if we said it was ac- 
ceptable in Scotland but not in 
England." said one of the MPs 
who approved the documenL 

Mr Ashdown's careful diplo- 
macy won over doublers who 
have been attacking Labour 
for failing to spend more mon- 
ey on public services. Coalition 
was not meniioned in the doc- 
ument. but Mr Ashdown has 
told dose friends Lhai a seat in 
the Blair cabinet was oq offer 
before the election. When 
Labour had a landslide victory. 


both he and the Prime Minis- 
ter agreed this was not appro- 
priate and he suggested to Mr 
Blair that the liberal Democ- 
rats should join a cabinet com- 
mittee on constitutional reform. 

In spite of their weekly dash- 
es over Prime Minister’s ques- 
tions in the Commons, Mr 
Ashdown and Mr Blair have pri- 
vately agreed that a historic ob- 
jective must be to ensure that 
the modernising project for 
British politics is safely in place 
before they step down. 

The Liberal Democrat 
leader was contemplating con- 
fronting his party critics at the 
spring conference in Southport 
but has been strongly advised to 
adopt a more consensual ap- 
proach. The sensitivity in the 
party over the possibility of a 
coalition with Labour is wide- 
spread and so great that Mr 
Ashdown’s strategy paper was 
shown to the 46 Liberal De- 
mocrat MPs in conditions of 
considerable secrecy. 

The MPs were shewn ihe doc- 
uments at a day-long strategy 
conference with the parly leader 
at the Ismaili Centre in Kens- 
ington. west London. They were 
allowed lo read numbered copies 
, which they had to hand back at 
the end of the meeting. His 
strategy will be put up for ap- 
proval in a draft resolution which 
The Independent has obtained. 
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Clerics to get the MBA 
lowdown on mammon 


It may be easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for 
a rich man to enter Heaven; but it may also be easier for a. priest to bal- 
ance the books and manage his parish when he has a business degree course 
under his belL 

Members of the Church of England’s General Synod are being invit- 
ed to s ign up for a new MBA course on how to run churches using busi* 
ness principles. The image of priests priming themselves on the finer points 
of corporate strategy may seem a touch too worldly, but it is all in the name 
of providing a better service for customers. 

The two-year masters degree at Bishop Grosseteste University College, 
in Lincoln, is available to both clergy and senior lay members of the Church 
of England. It aims to convert students into "effective and imaginative 
managers and leaders, faithful to their religious calling.’' 

Such courses are mainstream m the United States, where many church- 
es already see their role as providing a “quality service" to worshippers. 
Canon Raymond Rodgers, the Bishop of Lincoln's personal assistant, sug- 
gested the course after attending an MBA programme run by the Grad- 
uate Theological Foundation of Indiana. 

Roman Catholic and Southern Baptist churches in the US offered a 
service which was “directly comparable" to ideas of quality service among 
businesses, he said. 

However, some church members remain unconvinced of the value of 
such a course. “The resistance comes from people whose thinking con- 
cept seems to be that members of the Church are guided by the Spirit, 
which will blow them where it will," said Canon Rodgers. “The Spirit is 
chaotic and therefore they are resistant to any kind of management struc- 
tures. They look for inspiration, spontaneity and creativity - and they think 



Balancing act: The Church of England wants better management 


management is the enemy of that. 

“lo win them round I have to suggest that you couldn't organise the 
high-street stores in this way, or any kind of secular organisation, for that 
matter. We believe that we are here to win people’s souls so we, of all 
people, should be offering the best of what the world has to offer ... We 
need to think of the worshipper in the pew as the person we serve. We 
need to look at their needs and think how we can exceed them.” 

Like more mainstream business and management courses, Britain's first 
MBA in church management offers modules on corporate strategy, financial 
planning and control, change management and developing people in or- 
ganisations. Students will also be able to choose from six theological mod- 
ules, including theology for management, spirituality in organisations and 
appraisal in Christian contexts. 

Eileen Baker, principal of Bishop Grosseteste College, where the course 
is being run in collaboration with Hull University, said there was a need 
seriously to study management in relation to the Church. 

"Theology deals with belief systems and behaviour that derive from 
man’s relationship with God and direct our relations with each other," 
she said. “Successful management depends on getting systems and rela- 
tionships right, so the two areas of study have a great deal in common." 

Dr Mark Chater, who will be leading the course, which starts in Sep- 
tember, added: "It is not about church people taking on management lan- 
guage and values uncritically. It is about a useful harnessing of management 
skills and insights to our theological and missionary task” 

— Gore Gome r 


TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

2.41 

Italy (lira) 

2,833 

Austria (schillings) 

20. B 

Japan (yen) 

205.73 

Belgium (francs) 

59.18 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

Canada ($) 

133 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.22 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.83 

Norway (kroner) 

12.00 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.99 

Portugal (escudos) 

291.76 

France (francs) 

9.60 

Spain (pesetas) 

242.45 

Germany (marks) 

187 

Sweden (kroner) 

12.78 

Greece (drachmei) 

458-27 

Switzerland (francs) 

2J4 

Hong Kong ($) 

I2J5 

Turkey (lira) 

342.116 

Ireland (punts) 

1.13 

USA ($) 

1.60 
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Jimmy Wray, who sacked his wife as his secretary, pictured with his girlfriend Laura Stewart 


MP must pay £6,000 to estranged wife 


Labour MP Jimmy Wray was yesterday ordered to 
pay more than £6.000 for wrongly sacking his es- 
tranged wife as his constituency secretary. 

An industrial tribunal ordered him to pay £6.089 
to Catherine Wray, who the Glasgow Ballieston MP 
had accused at a hearing earlier this month of wag- 
ing a “vendetta" against him. 

The three-man tribunal ruled that he had unfairly 
dismissed her as his secretary last May. 

Ln its written findings, the tribunal said the essence 
of Mr Wray’s case was that her employment had end- 
ed with the dissolution of Parliament. 

But the tribunal determined: “The tribunal was 
unable to accept that the applicant's employment was 
brought to an end by performance of a specified task 
or project. 

"The work which she was employed to do was sec- 
retarial duties. There was no evidence that the ap- 
pUcant’s employment was other than continuous from 
June 1987 until her employment was terminated al- 


most ten years later on April 30 1997. 

“At that time the need for secretarial services still 
remained." 

Mrs Wray had no immediate comment on her vic- 
tory. a spokesman for her said yesterday. 

The ruling followed a tribunal hearing earlier this 
month in Glasgow at which Mr Wray, 63. a former 
boxer, made an emotional and bitter attack on his 
estranged wife. After the hearing, he revealed his 
that girlfriend. Laura Walker, was pregnant and they 
hoped to marry soon. 

His marriage to Catherine took place in 1985. The 
tribunal’s written findings stated she worked part- 
time as his secretary from June 1987 from the mat- 
rimonial home. Her duties included contact with 
constituents, taking phone calls, and forwarding mail. 

But by 1994 the pair were living in separate rooms 
in the matrimonial home, said the tribunal. They sep- 
arated in the following year and Mr Wray moved out 
while she remained in their house in Glasgow. 


Lady Spencer sues lawyers over public divorce 


n - 

Countess Spencer is claiming 
around £2m in damages from her 
former firm of solicitors who ad- 
vised her before she became in- 
volved in what she describes as 
“one of the most public divorce 
hearings ever recorded". 

The 32-year-old former mod- 
el, who was married to Earl 
Spencer. 33, brother of the 
Princess of Wales, and bore him 
four children, has issued the writ 
in the High Court in London 
against The Family Law Consor- 
tium. 

They are the London solicitors 
which advised her before the hear- 
ing in Cape Town. South Africa, 
last month when she won a 
£1.815,000 settlement after her 
husband sued for divorce. 

Lady Spencer, who admits she 
has suffered from eating disorders 
and addiction, said she had hired 
the solicitors to "contain the dis- 
tress" of the divorce proceedings 



Lady Spencer: Divorce claim 


which she wanted to be over “as 
quickly and privately as possible". 

But she claims that because of 
their negligence, “one of the most 
public divorce hearings ever 
recorded took place, with the 
world's press in general and the 
British press in particular cover- 


ing every detail of the proceed- 
ings '. 

She says that if the proceedings 
had taken place in England, they 
would have been held in private 
and the press would have been de- 
nied access. 

"Publicity, if any, would have 
been minimal. - the writ says. 

David Hodson, senior partner 
in the firm, was aware of her health 
problems and "the damage that 
public and stressful divorce pro- 
ceedings would have been likely to 
have" on her health, the writ al- 
leges. 

Lady Spencer is claiming that 
she missed out on a much higher 
divorce settlement by reaching 
the agreement in South Africa 
rather than London. 

She claims that the High Court 
would have awarded her a lump 
sum in the region of £3.35 m. A 
South African court gave her a cap- 
ital sum of £2.065.000. 


Woody Allen falls foul of courts again 


Woody Allen’s repeated run-ins 
with the courts, mostly in his hit- 
ter custody battles with ex-love Mia 
Farrow, were enough to get him 
dropped from jury duty in New 
York. 

“The courts do not serve jus- 
tice." Allen told Judge Paul Book- 
son, called for duty in a civil case 
this week, turning up in court in 
jacket and baseball cap. 

Allen, 62, lost his child-custody 
battle with Farrow in 1993, in 
which his permanently tangled 
love life was put on very public dis- 
play. 

Despite a series of appeals. Far- 
row won and kept custody of the 
couple’s biological son Satchel, as 


well as two older children. Moses 
and Dylan, they had adopted 
jointly. Allen's extended experi- 
ence of the US court systems has 
been thoroughly unhappy. 

In 1992, Farrow's allegations 
that he had sexually abused Dylan 
began a legal ordeal for the co- 
median and director drawn out 
over the next several years. 

Though his lawyers took it ail 
the way to the New York Supreme 
Court, his lawyers struggled to win 
even limited access to his children. 
In the original case. Allen was 
cross-examined on his affair with 

the eldest of Farrows adopted chil- 
dren. Soon-Yi Previn, and forced 
to describe how he took nude pho- 


tographs of her. 

Soon- Vi is now his wife, but 
judges who found in Farrow’s 
favour cited the ongoing sexual re- 
lationship with the children’s old- 
er sister as one of their reasons. 

The latest of 18 Allen films. 
Deconstructing Horry, opened this 
December to solid reviews. His fic- 
tional foray into into courtroom 
drama came in 1989, however, with 
Crimes and Misdemeanours, an 
exploration into issues of justice 
and faith. 

He also helped finance Hotel 
Temiimts, a documentary on Klaus 
Barbie and his prosecution for 
Nazi war crimes. 

— Tim Comwel/, Los Angeles 


by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman 



Surgeons fight to save 
Branson balloonist’s leg 

Surgeons will today try to repair the shattered leg 
of balloonist Alex Ritchie who was severely injured 
after a 13,000ft sky dive went wrong, 

Mr Ritchie. 52. a close friend of Richard Bran- 
son, has already undergone two major operations 
to fix a scries of broken bones and repair damage 
to his abdomen and pelvis. 

He saved the Virgin entrepreneur’s life during 
another balloon trip last year, is being treated in 
London’s Middlesex Hospital after he was flown 
home by air ambulance from the accident scene in 
Morocco. 

He had been preparing for Mr Branson’s latest 
bid to become the first to fly around the world by 
balloon. 

A hospital spokesman said: "So far the surgery 
has gone well and Mr Ritchie remains stable." 
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Complaints aigainst GPs rise 



per GF, latest figures show. 0 f written com : 

those against GPS and dentists rose to 36,990. Th almost 130,000. 
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thirds of complaints to hc^itahwere gW 
locSfXnhe target time of four weeks. Of the 130,000 complanMn^ 
SSSarf With efforts to resolve matter locshyand 
demanded an independent review. This is conducted by an officta landan 
independent lay person who may. 3 they think there is a case to answer, 
refer the complaint to an independent review panel. 

Baroness Jay said: “Complaints must be handled sensitively, ^cUvely 
and without delay. That is a basic right of parents. Jles^ndmg^even 

encouraging complaints, and dealing with them local^ wherever ^ibJe. 
is a direct way of pushing up the 
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Catholic priesthood in decline 
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The Dublin archdiocese of Ireland’s Catholic church lost 19 priests last 
year, but ordained just two, according to a new survey. 

The figures contained in the report confirming a serious decline in re- 
cruitment to the Irish priesthood, also indicated that, throughout the coun- 
try, the church was losing dergy at twice the rate at which they could be 
replaced. 

The newspaper survey showed that religious vocations peaked in Ire- 
land between 40 and 50 years ago and that priests ordained during.piat 
period are how retiring.' “ " ... 

But it warned that an over-^oomy issessment of the present position 
could be misleading as the number of vocations, exceptionally high in the 
1940s and 1950s, was now back a more normal level, at a time when pop- 
ulation growth rate. was stabilising. - T 

But the figures highlighted the loss of 200 priests in Ireland’s 26 dio- 
cese during the past two years, and the ordination of 97. 

In a bid to attract men to the priesthood, the Dublin archdiocese last 
year launched an advertising campaign with the theme “Who are the Men 
in Black?". 

Despite the loss of 35 Dublin dergy over a two-year period, there have 
been only eight ordinations, with the gap widening throughout 1997. 
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TRANSPORT 


Road safety drive for children 


The Government is set to launch a new child safety campaign to help young- 
sters cope with traffic on their way to and from school. 

The “Hedgehog" campaign, which aims to promore the message “Stop, 
Look, Listen, Live”, will kick off later this month. 

In a Commons written reply, Glenda Jackson, the junior transport min- 
ister, said: “We are looking at die number, type and effectiveness of mea- 
sures set up in England and Whies to try Co improve the safety of children 
going to and from school. 

“We will issue guidance to local authorities do this next year. 

“As part of the work on the road safety strategy we will consider what 
further measures could be introduced to improve the safety of children 
on our roads." 


MONEY 

Brussels role coins it for Britain 


A new 50p coin goes into general circulation this month to commemo- 
rate the UK's presidency of the European Union. 

The coin is the first to use a new portrait of the Queen which will be 
used on all coins produced from this month. 

On the other side is a “celebratoiy arrangement” of the 12 stars of Eu- 
rope, depicted as though they are part of a giant firework display. 

The 50p piece, the same size as the smaller coin introduced last Sep- . 
tember, also marks the 25th anniversary of the UK’s entry into what was 
then the European Economic Community. It will carry the dates 1973 and 
1988. 

The stars design is the work of John Mills, president of the Royal So- 
ciety of British Sculptors, who has designed previous celebratory coins such 
as those for the 1996 European Football Championships held in England 
and the 50th anniversaries of D-Day and the end of the Second World 
War. 

The design was chosen from more than 160 submitted by more than - 

40 artists. 

The new royal portrait, created by Ian Rank-Broadley, is the fourth 
portrait of the Queen to appear on circulating coins in her 45-year reign. - 

The Royal Mint will produce five milli on of the commemorative 50p ■ 
coins. It was also confirmed yesterday that on 28 February tbeiolder, heav- 
ier version of the 50p will cease to be legal tender. 
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Dental risk from seatbelts 




Some children may be at risk of damaging or losing their teeth when wearing 
seatbelts, a report suggests. 

Richard Welbuiy, from Newcastle Dental Hospital and School, yester- 
day warned that while seatbelt laws had led to a reduction in serious iff 1 
juries in children, among youngsters who are too large for safety or "booster 11 
seats and too small for adult seat belts, the risk of injury is increased. 

His claims follow a case in which a seven-year-old boy, travelling in this 
situation, lost a tooth following an emergency stop in his fathers car. 

The boy was sitting in the front seat when the seatbelt became entan- 
gled in his mouth. It is believed that the seatbelt became lodged between: 
two of the boy’s lower teeth, one permanent, the other a milk tooth, and 
the milk tooth became displaced. 

It is thought that this is the first documented case of a seatbelt causing 
just a dental injury. 
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Peter Mandelson, the man keeping 
his cards close to his chest over 
the Millennium Dome, is to be the 
subject of competing biographies. 
Barrie Clement, Labour Editor, says 
the Government^ eminence grise 
faces an uncomfortable time in 
the spotlight. 


Paul Routledge, who caused a flurry in the 
Downing Street dovecotes with his biog- 
raphy of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
is planning a similarly “revelatory” book 
about the minister without portfolio. 

Mr Routledge, political correspondent 
of The Independent on Sunday, says he al- 
ready has a working title: Month - the unau- 
thorised biography ■ He believes it will be “in 
publishable form" by the end of the year. 


ironically at the same time as a biography 
written by colleague Donald Madmyrc. chief 
political commentator on this newspaper. 

Mr Routledge, 54. has been identified 
with “old Labour" and will enjoy no access 
to the great man. Mr Macintyre, 50. lakes 
up a less archaeological political position 
and has been given reason to hope for least 
one audience with Mr Mandelson. 

The minister without portfolio, who 
guards his privacy with the same zeal that 
he defends Tony Blair, is said to be unhap- 
py about the attentions of both writers, but 
will be particularly incensed by the man from 
the Sunday paper. Mr Mandelson wiD he sen- 
sitive about his alleged role in encouraging 
and supporting Mr Blair as a candidate for 
the Labour P&rty leadership after the death 
of John Smith. In his biography of Gordon 
Brown, published last week. Mr Routledge 
makes it dear that the Chancellor fell be- 
trayed when Mr Blair broke an alleged agree- 








Mandelson (centre) is a reluctant subject for Macintyre (left) and Routledge 


ment that neither or them would run for the 
job before consulting the other. 

Doubtless the literary contest will be 
characterised as a “battle of the books", but 
the two men have been close friends and 
colleagues for many years. At one stage Mr 


Routledge was labour editor of the Times 
and Mr Macintyre was his deputy and be- 
came bis successor. Both refused lo cross 
printworkers’ picket lines at Rupert Mur- 
doch’s Wupping plant, and were dismissed. 

"My book will not be published in op- 


position to Don’s,” said Mr Routledge, “but 
it will be in competition. \ hope it will be 
as revelatory as my book on Gordon- ” The 
Independent's man preferred to keep his 
own counsel when asked about bis rival. 

Mr Routledge was last touched by the 
flckic finger of fame when he was present- 
ed to the Queen in bicentenary celebrations 
at the Times. Her Majesty ventured that the 
miners’ strike was the sole responsibility of 
one man. In an apparent breach of proto- 
col Mr Routledge told a reporter that the 
Queen believed that Arthur ScaijjD was the 
main cause of the conflict - a story which 
led news bulletins all over the world. 

It is possible that a third Mandelson bi- 
ography will be published, penned by 
Francis Beckett, a freelance writer and jour- 
nalist, who acknowledges the epithet “old 
Labour" and who is also unlikely to receive 
any co-operation from the subject. 

Editor’s letter, page 1 8 
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Fresh 
success 
for British 
film as 
home skills 
lead new 
wave of 
Hollywood 
animators 


Hi-tech special effects 
and feature-length 
cartoons have long been 
produced by just one or 
two companies in 
Hollywood. Paul McCann, 
Media Correspondent, 
finds some new players 
looking to create magic. 


The British film industry to 
take on the might of Star IVars 
director George Lucas' with 
the biggest special effects stu- 
dio in Europe while in Holly- 
wood Stephen Spielberg is 
launching an animation studio 
to challenge Disney's domi- 
nance. 

PolyGram, the Dutch enter- 
tainment company which made 
Trainspotting, is planning to 
create a special effects compa- 
ny based in Britain that can han- 
dle the demands of the growing 
number of Hollywood movies 
being made here. It wHJ com- 
pete for business with Lucas' fa- 
mous special effects company 
Industrial Light & Magic and is 
likely to be based at one of the 
big studios at Pinewood, Shep- 
pertoo or the newly opened stu- 
dios at Leavesden in 
Hertfordshire. 

The company is being 
formed first to create effects for 
Thunderbirds , PolyGram ’s 
forthcoming live-action film 
based on the children's ani- 
mated TV. series. Thunderbirds 
has a planned budget of £40m 
and is forecast to be one of the 
most expensive UK films ever 
made. This means it will need 
better effects than the visible- 
wires of Gerry Anderson’s ‘Su- 
perman onai ion’ that was used 
for the Sixties series. Previous- 
ly there has been no effects com- 
pany in the UK capable of 
supplying the scale of effects 
needed for the film - although 
FofyGram films such as The Bar- 
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The Prince Of Egypt, Steven Spielberg's foray into animation, and (below) a scene from Terminator 2 which drew on British expertise 
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rowers have used some British 
expertise. 

Over half of all Hollywood 
films now made contain com- 
puter-generated animation or 
digital effects such as morphing 
and PolyGram wants its new 
unit to be able to handle de- 
mand from the increasing num- 
ber of UK and US productions 
wbo use British facilities and 
craftsmen to make films. As 
well as the extra capacity at the 
new Leavesden studio, Shep- 
perton and Pinewood have ex- 


panded to meeting demand 
for British studio facilities 

Industrial Light & Magic it- 
self grew out of the special ef- 
fects team brought together 
by George Lucas to create the 
effects for Star WSnx in 1975. 

Its greatest innovation has 
been computer generated ani- 
mation. a technique that al- 
lowed images to be conjured 
out of nothing or real images 
to be manipulated at will, must 
famously when Arnold 
Schwarzenegger was turned 


into a liquid-metal robot in 
Terminator 2. Industrial Light & 
Magic’s computer generation 
was hived off into a separate 
company, Pixar. which made the 
Disney film Toy Story. 

Now more traditional ani- 
mation is being planned by 
Disney's former chairman Jef- 
frey Katzcnberg and Stephen 
Spielberg, his partner in Hol- 
lywood's newest studio, Dream- 
works SKG. 

Dreamworks is investing 
millions in its own animation 
studio and its first project will 
be a feature-length version of 
the life of Moses. 

The £38 m film. The Prince 
of Egypt, is being made by 
many former Disney animators 
brought over to Dreamworks by 
Kaizenberg. The film, which 
will be targeted at adults and 
older children, will feature the 
voices of actors such as Ralph 
Fiennes as the Pharaoh Ram- 
ses and Helen Mirren as the 
Pharaoh Queen. 

It is planned to he the first 
of a scries of feature-length car- 
toons from Dreamworks which 
had a disappointing start with 
its first film. Mouse Hunt, which 
look just S45m in the US. 

A Dreamworks spokesman 
said its animated films would be 
more serious than those from 
Disney: “There will he no an- 
thropomorphic singing urns or 
any of that rubbish." he said. 
“There will also be no lie-ins 
with burner restaurants." 
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Providers 1 5 mars 25 years 

Oof**, 7 . ,f.i 

Virgin 2 l6“4' 7 4 £180.202 

Marks & Spencer £67.305 £18^.426 

Eagle Star Direct £66.514 £177.409 

Colonial Direct £66.433 £180,807 

PeniionScore £66. 1 24 £17^,02 1 

Garunore £64.388 £175,097 

Save & Prosper Direct £63-«*> £171.000 

Scottish Widows Direct £62.851 £174.162 

The figure?. duwr ihi- pftttcvin] nuiunn value gener a ted by i 
perv.fl con m tuning X21XI jvr m. ,ah igrov. 1 . Bated on a male 
retiring ai 'A with an annual investment return of 4*. 

"Source. Honey Martapemenr magazine now. October 194- 


lts no surprise that in a recent 
direct pensions projection survey^ 
Legal Sc General came top over both 
15 and 25 years. 

After all, our low, low charges mean 
more of your money works for you 
to build up a bigger pension fund. 
And our indcx-tradcing hind offers 
excellent growth potential at low cost. 

So if you're looking for the ideal 
pension plan, what better place to 
start than by calling Legal & General 
on 0500 65 b5 65? Or simply return 
the coupon. 


Hero of post-war art dies, aged 89 
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Victor Pasmore, one of the 
heroes of British post-war art, 
, has died to Malta, aged 89. 

V •- His prints and paintings are 
fa miliar to any lover of ab- 
stract art. But he began in the 
tradition of painters like Bon- 
nard and Sickert, and his death 
(i 4i slices away one of the last con- 
> ' nections with the pre-war Eu- 

stem Road School, linked to turn 

\j. to the great post-impressionist 

" . it revolution. 

. .•••'T ..After the Second World 
. : ‘ flp %r, Pasmore broke with figu- 
• relive painting and. turned to 
vT'ri.' free? luminous abslract work. 

■ i His linking of soft, often blue 
.,^’aiid green masses with wiry lines 


and beautifully balanced circles 
of intense colour recalls the lib- 
erated and joyful work of 
Matisse. He was a Companion 
of Honour, hi^ work is in many 
important public collections 
and in recent years his prints 
and paintings have been one of 
the delights at the Royal Acad- 
emy’s summer exhibitions. 

But his relations with official 
art and the general public have 
not always been easy. From his 
post as Master of Painting at 
Durham University to 1958 be 
thundered: “The decadent art 
is in the Rpyal Academy. There 
always have been charlatans in 
art ... In the junk shops there 
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Abstract master: Passmore’s Senzo Trtofo 8 (1989) 


must be five done in the tradi- 
tional style for every rubbishy 
modern picture produced." 

His Apollo Pavilion, an abs- 
tract concrete structure in Pe- 
terlee, Co Durham, provoked 
a battle between English Her- 




rtage. which wanted to list it 
as an internationally impor- 
tant masterpiece, and local 
people, who described it as a 
“slimy old bridge " and wanted 
ii demolished. 

— Andrew Mart 
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Hopes rise in 
as UDA pled] 


Ulster II! Oe 
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Tensions in Belfast eased 
yesterday with an Ulster 
Defence Association ■ 
statement that its wave 
of killings had ended. But 
as David McKittrick, Ireland 
Correspondent, reports* 
a further shooting 
dashed hopes that the 
gunfire had ended. 


. Bertie Ahem, the Irish Prime Minister, lays a wreath yesterday at the Bloody Sunday memorial in Londonderry’s Bogside Photograph: Brian Lrttle/PA 
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Christmas. But a subsequent materia l Ibrup io a dozen sub^ -^ 
shooting at Ardoyne, in north 


| :rjiS=> 


The UDA’s declaration, issued 
under its nom-de-guerre of 
“Ulster Freedom Fighters", 
brought a palpable wave of re- 
lief to Northern Ireland fol- 
lowing the fears generated by 
the eight violent deaths since 


Belfast, dispelled hopes that the 
current crisis was subsiding- 
A man, thought to be a 
Catholic, was taken to hospital 
with a gunshot wound to the 
head. At the time of the incktent 
he was working with a me- 
chanical digger helping to lay 
gas pipes near a Loyalist area. 

In its statement the UDA 
blamed the two killiogs of loy- 
alists by the INLA for its wave 
of violence. Since New Year's 
Eve its has kiDed three Catholic 
men and injured a number of 
others. 

The UDA said it had been 
responding to republican ag- 
gression. “The current phrase 
of republican aggression by the 
INLA made a measured mili- 
tary response unavoidable. That 
response is now concluded.” 

But although the loyalist 
threat diminished with the 
UDA announcement it has by 
no means disappeared since 
another dangerous group, the 
Loyalist Volunteer Force, re- 
mains active. This organisation 
has accounted for three recent 
tailings of Catholics. 

The RCJC yesterday moved 
against both UDA and LVF sus- 
pects with a series of raids, ar- 
rests and searches in Belfast and 
the Portadown area of Co Ar- 
magh. Last night a total of 13 
men were in custody. 

In another highly o mino us 
development police yesterday 
recovered a large amount of 
powerful explosives from a va- 
cant house in the loyalist 
Shantall Road area of Belfast. 
Police and troops found 1001b 
of Powergel commercial explo- 
sives, which represents enough 


AH the recent loyalist kfllm^l^-'v 
have taken the .form of shoot- ^ 
ings. Loyalists were believed tot V ^ < 
have only limited amounts of ex- ;• JT- 

plosives at their disposal: if it • 
proves they retain other-sub-_ v v |. 
stantial amounts, then at some . .. ig,. 
future stage attacks on targets y,- J 
such as Catholic bare, with the . 
potential of large-scale -loss. of ±.- 1 ,.. 
life, cannot be ruled out, • _ li -\ -■ - 

In recent evenings the nuni- ^ 
ber of people going to- bars in 
Catholic dikricts of Belfast has . ? ; 

dropped dramatically. -. 

The recent UDA kfllirtg 
spree raised -foe' ques t ion , of. 
whether the organisation had ■-?*-? J 
simpl y reverted to straight m3r - 
itarism, and did not care - ^‘^.j 
whether its political represen- ■ 
tatives, the Ulster Democratic. 
party, would be expelled fipm v . 
the Stonnont midti-parly talks. j - • 

Yesterday’s statement will be'. ] 
seen as supporting the ahema- - j- ; 
tive theory that the UDA was - ' 

engaged in a finite bout of re-; ;£ r . 
taliationforthe INLA’s killings.: . 
of loyalist figures Billy Wright':-- .r .. 
and Jim Guiney. The state-: :• ;• 

meat, assuming it is adhered td," 
wflf ease pressure to have the . " r r .- 
UDP ejected from the talks. 

There is already specula- . - , .. 
tion tiiat the UDP may have 
played a valuable role in per- 
suading the UDA militan ts to 
stop the killing. - : 

In Londonderry the- 
Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern, laid a 
wreath at the Bloody Sunday ; 
memorial in the Bogside efistikt 
He maintained the Irish gov- 
ernment's pressure on Tbny : - 
Blair by calling again for “a foil 
independent inquiry” into the 
1972 incident. 


vZouz**** 

"tSt**** 

[&*** 


L Vii r - ; t 




Watch firm advert accused 
exploiting anorexia ... 


Call for 
halt rise 


Watchmaker Aconist has been accused of exploiting anorex- 
ia in its latest advertising campaign arid is being investigat- 
ed by the advertising industry's watchdog. ■ . 

Almost 80 people have complained to the Advertising Stan- | 
dards Authority about an advert which features an emaciat- 
ed model wearing a watch on her upper ann under the slogan 
“Put some weight on”. The ASA has asked Accurist to re- ] 
spond to complaints that the use of the model is an offen- 
sive and light-hearted treatment of eating disorders. “We’re 
investigating it on the grounds that it might be distressing and 
upsetting to people with eating disorders.” said an ASA 
spokesman. Relatively few complaints were made about the 
advert when it first appeared in women’s fashion magazines. 

Nicky Bryant, chief executive of the Eating Disorders As- 
sociation, said the association had complained about the ad- . 
vertisement because deliberately provocative campaigns 
using the weight of models to promote products were “un- 
helpful at the very least”, and could be harmful to people con- 
cerned about their weight. 

The ASA is expected to deliver its verdict on the adverts 
in the next few weeks. 

An spokesman for Accurist said the company had also re- 
cerved camplaints from people about the advertisement, which . 
is no longer running. 
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Cod-liver oil health fears 


A healthfood chain yesterday took bottles of own-brand cod- 
liver oil off its shelves amid fears that the vitamin supplement 
con tains industrial to xins . Holland & Barrett said it will re- 
label all its own-brand cod-liver oil, deleting dosage instructions 
for children under five. The move follows warnings that minute 
traces of industrial toxins have been found in the product. 
Government scientists said the levels were “undesirably high” 
for under-fives, but insisted there was no health risk. ■ 
Manufacturers have volunteered to delete instructions for 
feeding the old-fashioned children’s diet supplement to un- 
der-fives. Holland & Barrett said it was speeding op the process 
on its own brand bottles by taking them off the shelves and 
either putting the bottles in new packaging or sticking new 
labels on the packets. 
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Mother in court outburst 


A mother was led screaming from court yesterday after a man 

was jailed for three years for shaking her two-year-old daugh- 
ter to death. Peter Ford, 40, was babysitting while Dawn Allen, 
23, was attending a family funeral, Nottingham Crown Court 
beard. He pleaded guilty to the manslaughter of her daugh- 
ter, Juniann. on 23 August 1996. 

The court heard that he was of low intelligence and had 
substantial difficulties. Mr Justice Astill told him: “1 am sat- 
isfied your Jack of judgement in using that degree of force 
was brought about by your disadvantages. You used a great 
deal of force simply because you thought she waanrishehayrn g .” 
But Ms Allen, from Nottin gham , screamed from the public 
pllery as the sentence was passed: “You’ve got to be jok- 
ing." As she was led out, she shouted at Ford: “You want life, 
you killed my daughter.” 
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Correction: Robert 
Fleming Holdings 


Ifl an article yesterday we incorrectly stated that Sir Robin 
Renwick, a director of Robert Fleming Holding?, was made 
a life peer by John Major following a considerable donation .-g 
by the company to the Conservative Party. We are pleased ^ 
to point out that Sir Robin was appointed a life peer by the g 
Prime Minister, Ibny Blair. His colleague, Lawrence Banks ||: 
was awarded a CBE by Labour, not by the Conservatives, as 
incorrectly stated 
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Oestrogen may be culprit in puzzle over PMT 


P re- menstrual tension is 
not all in the mind, but 
neither is it caused by 
high levels of sex 
hormones. Jeremy 
Laurence, health editor, 
says new findings about 
the puzzling syndrome 
could point the way to 
improved treatments. 


The female hormone, oestro- 
gen, may make some women 3L 
researchers have found. Al- 
though it Has never before 
been seriously considered as a 
hormone with negative mood 
effects, there is now sufficient 
evidence to suggest it may be 
a cause of PMT Millions of 
women suffer symptoms in- 
cluding depression, irritability 
and feelings of bloatcdn ess up 
to two weeks before their pe- 
riods. In one in 40, symptoms 
are severe enough to prevent 
sufferers going to work. 

Many doctors were unsym- 
pathetic, labelling badly af- 
fected women as whingers. 
Part of the reason came from 
studies which failed to show any 
excess level of hormones in suf- 
ferers. Support for their view 
also appeared to come from 
studies which showed the most 
.effective treatment for PMT 
was anLi-depressanis. Over 70 
per cent of women with severe 
symptoms get better when 
treated with Prozac. But a 
study has shown the hormones 
oestrogen and progesterone 
are at least as important as the 
central neurotransmitters 
(brain chemicals) targeted by 
Prozac in producing the symp- 



Roseanne Barr, who makes great play of suffering from PMT in her American television sitcom Roseanne 


Photograph: London Features International 


toms. 

Researchers at the Na- 
tional Institutes of Health in 
Bethesda, Maryland, studied 20 
women with severe PMT who 
were compared with 15 normal 
women. In the first part of the 
study, published in the New 
England Journal of Medicine, 
half the women with PMT 
were given a drug to suppress 


their ovaries. Their symptoms 
eased. They were then given, 
separately, synthetic proges- 
terone and oestrogen. With the 
addition of each hormone, 
their symptoms returned. The 
remaining women with PMT 
and the normal women, who 
were treated with a placebo, did 
not experience a change in 
symptoms. 


The most striking finding 
is Ibat manipulation of the 
hormones had a dramatic ef- 
fect on the PMT sufferers but 
□one on the “normal” women. 
Blood tests showed hormone 
levels were the same in both 
groups. This suggests PMT is 
the result of a heightened sen- 
sitivity to the normal hormon- 
al changes accompanying 


menstruation and is not caused 
by excessive levels of hor- 
mones. 

In an editorial in the jour- 
nal. Joseph Mortola, of Cook 
County Hospital Chicago, says 
PMT is “probably the result of 
a complex interaction between 
ovarian steroids [hormones] 
and central neurotransmit- 
ters." 


He says the finding that giv- 
ing progesterone caused the re- 
turn of symptoms in PMT 
sufferers who had had their 
ovaries suppressed could have 
been expected from other stud- 
ies but the finding that oe- 
strogen had the same effect was 
surprising. The paradox is that 
most women with PMT report 
easing of their symptoms dur- 


ing the early follicular phase of 
the menstrual cycle when oe- 
strogen levels are at their high- 
csL If oestrogen is proved to 
play a part in development of 
the syndrome, “h could prompt 
the development of entirely 
new treatment strategies based 
on drugs or hormones with 
anti -oestrogenic properties". 


Dental 
checks 
for child 
abuse 


Dentists have been given guide- 
lines on how to spot the signs 
of physical abuse in children 
through mouth and facial in- 
juries. 

According to research pub- 
lished Loday in the British Den- ■ 
till Journal, approximately 50 per 
cent of cases of child abuse in- 
volve injuries to the face or 
mouth. Bruises are the most 
common form of injury to the 
face in child abuse cases. 

Tbday Richard "Weibury, from 
Newcastle Dental Hospital and 
Michael Murphy, from North 
Tyneside CMdProteclion Unit, 
published a list of seven “point- 
ers" which may suggest abuse: 
0 The story of an “accident'’ 
being “vague", varying with 
each telling and from person to 
person; 

0 The child saying something 
about an injury which is incon- 
sistent with the parents' expla- 
nation; 

# The account of what hap- 
pened not being compatible 
with the injury observed; 

# Delay in seeking medical 
help, if at all; 

0 The parents' mood is ab- 
normal and may be more con- 
cerned than .necessary with 
their own problems; 

# Parents’ behaviour gives 
cause for concern, for example 
they may become bostfle and re- 
but allegations that have not 
been made, and 

#The child's appearance and 
interaction with parents are 
abnormal. 
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irm advert accuses 
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Call for urgent screening to 
halt rise in infertility disease 
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oil health fears 


Urgent measures to halt 
a rapidly-spreading 
infectious disease that is 
responsible for up to one 
third of cases of 
infertility are to be 
considered by the 
Government's chief 
medical officer next 
£veek. Jererrry Laurence, 
Health Editor, reports. 


An expen advisory group ap- 
pointed by the Government 
last year has recommended 
that women under 25 should be 
screened for the sexually trans- 
mitted disease chlamydia, which 
affects up to one in five sexu- 
ally active women in that age 
group. 

Chlamydia is the common- 
est STD in Europe. It has been 
described as a silent epidemic 
because it is often impossible to 
detect until it is too late, re- 
sulting in infection causing ir- 
reversible damage to the 




reproductive tract. If identi- 
fied at an early stage, the dis- 
ease can be easily cured with a 
single dose of antibiotics. 

In Europe, screening is com- 
monplace and has led to a 
sharp fall in the incidence of in- 
fertility. Cases of pelvic in- 
flammatory disease have risen 
by 50 per cent in Britain in the 
past 10 years - from 470 to 700 
per 100,000 women at risk. 

The recommendations of 
the expert group, chaired by 
Professor Allan Templeton, of 
Aberdeen University, will be 
considered by the National 
Screening Committee, chaired 
by Sir Kenneth Caiman, the 
Government's chief medical 
officer, this week. 

Yesterday, Professor Tem- 
pleton said: “We looked at a va- 
riety of screening methods and 
we are recommending oppor- 
tunistic screening should be in- 
troduced." Previously. Professor 
Templeton has said Britain had 
one of the best health services 
in the world but was “like 
Latvia" on chlamydia screening. 


Chlamydia is normally symp- 
tomless in women until it as- 
cends the reproductive tract to 
the fallopian tubes, causing 
pelvic inflammatoiy disease. 
This can result in permanent 
damage to the tubes, leading to 
infertility and ectopic pregnan- 
cy. Chlamydia also affects men. 
causing non-specific urethritis. 

In Britain, studies show that 
between 3-10 per cent of 
women attending family plan- 
ning clinics carry the micro-or- 
ganism but the proportion rises 
to more than 20 per cent among 
those seeking abortion. 

Opportunistic screening 
means that women would be 
tested only when they consult- 
ed the doctor for other reasons. 
The test, which can he con- 
ducted on a urine sample, costs 
£ 4-6 which the expert group says 
would be re-couped in savings 
on later treatment. A spokes- 
woman for the health depart- 
ment said that ministers would 
be considering Lhe report in the 
light of advice from the National 
Screening Committee. 
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MoD launches website for 
sick Gulf War veterans 
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The Government 
yesterday hunched a 
new Internet service 
foryktims of Gulf War 
illnesses, Jan Burrell 
» ie Po*ts that the move 
** Partly a response to 
s^^dus problems with 
offidhl studies into the 
causes of the sickness. 


Or -John Reid, the armed 
forces minster, promised yes- 
terday that “every piece of in- 
formation tha t is revealed to 
me” MU be released to the sick 
veterans on the new website, 
which went on line last night 

The minister is anxious to 
send a message to the veterans 
that the Ministry of Defence is 
doing everything it can to tiy 
and identify the cause of the Al- 
nesses as quickly as possible. 

:He added; “What I cannot 
dois.play God and just invent 
a cause when there is no 
known cause." 

The new flulf Vfeterans Ill- 
nesses website is an attempt 
to rid the MoD of accusations 
that it is involved in a cover- 
up. .It will offer details of the 


MoD’s medical assessment 
programme and reports on the 
various pieces of research 
which have been commis- 
sioned into the many possible 
causes of the Alness, including 
vaccines, pesticide sprays and 
chemical weapons. 

But behind the launch of 
the site lies a serious problem. 
Dr Reid admitted yesterday 
that researchers involved in 
major epidemiological studies 
into the prevalence of the ill- 
nesses are having great diffi- 
culty in getting sufficient 
□umbers of veterans to lake 
part. 

The minister said; “[The 
problems] are serious. There 
are difficulties with us getting 
names and addresses." He 
added that as a result of the 
problems the studies had fall- 
en behind with their schedules. 

Two British funded epi- 
demiological studies are being 
carried out by the University 
of Manchester and the Lon- 
don School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine. 

The Manchester team 
aims to coQlact 10.000 veter- 
ans and the London study is 
seeking responses from all 
53,000 who served in lhe cam- 


paign, of which 25.000 are si ill 
in the services. 

The researchers are send- 
ing out 5,000 letters a fortnight 
in an effort to get a greater 
response. 

An American-funded epi- 
demiological study is being 
carried out at King's College 
School of Medicine in Lon- 
don- Veterans’ groups had 
warned that many would not 
co-operate with the research 
when it was announced in 
1996. 

Last weekend, a contingent 
of veterans marched on Lhe 
MoD to hand back their cam- 
paign medals in a protest that 
too little was being done to 
help their plight. 

Dr Reid said th3t he was 
saddened by the protest but 
could not agree to calls made 
by MPs for a no-fault com- 
pensation scheme to be set up 
paying each sick veteran a 
fixed amount - 

He said: “To do so would 
be grossly unfair to everyone 
else who has served their 
country and then become ill 
without knowing the cause of. 
the Alness." 

The Web address is 

www jnod.uk - gu ffwarig\i.htm. 
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Millennium party 
to leave Britain with 


bill of the century 


Celebrating the 
Millennium is going to 
cost a lot of money. 
Andrew Buncombe examines 
the bill behind the party 
to end all parties. 


In Cardiff the retractable roof 
on the new National Stadium 
will be the envy of the sporting 
world. In Cornwall, a rainforest 
and a desert will be among four 
different environments con- 
tained with the Eden Project 
“biomes”. In London the Tate 
will establish a new national 
gallery of modem art 

These projects are among 
185 around Britain ranging 
from the grand to the small- 
scaled which are being funded 
by the Millennium Commission 
to mark the changeover from 
31.12 . 1990 to 01.01.2000. The 
commission says it will be long- 
lasting projects which will ben- 
efit not only our children “but 
our children’s children”. 

But these things do not 
come cheap. Yesterday it was re- 
vealed that marking and cele- 
brating the Millennium will 
cost a total of £4bn - around £71 
for every man. woman and 


child in Britain, or enough to 
produce a film such as Titanic 
every year until 2028. 

Around £L9bn is coming 
from the Millennium Commis- 
sion and is money which has' 
been raised by the National Lot- 
tery. Of this £l.25bn is being 
spent on the 1S5 capital projects 
which have to have “match 
funding” from other sources. 

In addition the commission 
will be spending £400m on the 
Greenwich Dome, £20Om on 
grants for individuals and £20m 
for festivals in 2000. The re- 
mainder of the £4bn will come 
from local authorities, govern- 
ment departments and private 
sponsorship. 

Some economists believe 
that the amount being spent on 
the Millennium - revealed for 
the first time by the commission 
yesterday - will have a notice- 
able effect on the economy. • 

Simon Briscoe, economist 
with securities house Nikko 
Europe, said it could add to up- 
ward pressure on wage de- 
mands. particularly in the areas 
of information technology and 
light construction. “We are in a 
delicate position with the econ- 
omy and at the margins this 
could have some effect, 7 ' he said 


It was pointed out. however, 
that the total around half a per 
cent of GDP, is much less than 
£30bn-£35bn handed out by 
building societies last year in the 
form of free shares. 

But for some the whole is- 
sue of the celebrations and 
projects creates what might 
best be described as millenni- 
um angsL A survey published 
yesterday showed that two- 
thirds of Britain’s Roman 
Catholic bishops have expressed 
opposition to the Greenwich 
Dome project and feel the 
£758m it will eventually cost 
would be better spent housing 
the homeless or writing off the 
debts of the developing world. 

Archbishop John Ward of 
Cardiff called the Dome “a big 
white elephant” and warned it 
could become a “monument to 
stupidity”. 

A commission spokesman 
said: “Some people say it is a 
waste of money but at the mo- 
ment people can only see the 
foundations of these projects. 

“We are using public mon- 
ey and it is cornea that people 
should question things. How- 
ever, this is money that is going 
back into the community to fund 
the ideas of ordinary people.” 
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Golden touch: Curator Victor Gray unpacking a statue of NM Rothschild at the Museum of London in the City for an exhibttion of the * Xavier 
banking dynasty's founder, who came to England from Frankfurt* Jewish ghetto in 1798 . The show opens on 28 January Photograph- Ru, Xavny 
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Schools ‘hit squad’ attacks 
Hackney over £3m deficit 
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A troubled education authori- 
ty has been attacked by a gov- 
ernment “hit squad” for 
financial incompetence which 
resulted in a £3m hole in the 
schools' budget, part of which 
went unnoticed for nearly six 
months. 

Poor budget management at 
Hackney, east London, meant 
the council did not realise the 
size of its deficit until halfway 
through the following financial 
year. 

Council staff are heavily 
criticised for their financial 
management in an interim re- 
port by an improvement team 
appointed by the Government 
which was released today. 

School standards minister 
Stephen Byers said the Gov- 
ernment fully hacked tbe team’s 
report and recommendations. 

“I am encouraged to note 
that progress is being made. 
However, no one should be in 
any doubt that there is still much 


more that needs to be done to 
fully support the children of 
Hackney.” 

The hit squad was appoint- 
ed by tbe Government last year 
after school inspectors con- 
demned Hackney’s education 
service as being “in disarray”. 

Its Gist recommendation - 
the appointment of a chief ed- 
ucation officer - has just been 
implemented by Hackney and 
it will be working with ap- 
pointee Elizabeth Reid to pro- 
duce its final report m June. 

Oversights singled out in 
the report include the author- 
ity discovering in December 
last year that schools had not 
been charged for gas supplies 
for up to three years - which 
could result in a bill of close to 
£lm for headteachers. 

And the team also high- 
lighted a shortfall of £966,000 
between the budget allocation 
for staff in 1997-% and the ac- 
tual staff costs for posts that 


were already established and 
filled 

Where money has been 
saved, the report goes on, it was 
“not from decisive manage- 
ment, but from keeping posts 
vacant as staff have left”. 

The team says proposals to 
further devolve financial plan- 
ning could make matters worse. 

“Though the reorganisation 
is planned to ensure value for 
money of public funds, we have 
considerable doubts whether 
this will be the final outcome.” 

Instead it suggests the coun- 
cil commissions a comprehen- 
sive financial review. 

David Hart, general secre- ^ 
taiy of the National Association _ 
of Head Teachers, said: “This'* 
report confirms the worst fears 
of head teachers in Hackney. 

“The financial systems are 
dearly a disaster and the in- 
competent management of its 
finances has placed school bud- 
gets at risk." 
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Paedophile admits 
to serial assaults 


Damages of £1 m 
to abused family 
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A 62-year-old man yesterday admitted a cat- 
alogue of sexual assaults on young children 
spanning more than 20 years. 

Victor Burton-Barn pleaded guilty at 
Bristol Crown Court to 39 charges, including 
indecent assault and taking obscene pho- 
tographs. He denied nine further charges, 
including rape and buggery, which were left 
on the file. 

The offences took place over a 20-year 
period and involved five children, includ- 
ing a four-year-old girl. None of the young- 
sters involved can be identified for legal 
reasons. 

Ian Fenny, prosecuting, told the court 
that a “huge amount” of paedophile ma- 
terial was seized from the accused's house 
at Charlecombc Park at Portishead, near 
Bristol 

He said photos, videos and hundreds of 
pages of stories or articles h^d been found 
at the bouse, all of which were of an “ob- 
scene ... paedophile nature". 

Judge Carol Hagen asked for psychiatric 
and pre-sentence reports to be prepared 
and said: “Today yoo have entered guilty 
pleas to very serious offences. It will be the 
reports that will guide me as to the ap- 
propriate length of that sentence.” 

Burton- Barri was arrested in March last 
year after an inquiry that lasted six months. 
He was remanded in custody to be 
sentenced at a later date. 


Damages of more than ER£lm were agreed 
yesterday in a negligence action arising from 
Ireland's worst ever sex abuse case. Lawyers 
for the North Western Health Board - 
agreed to pay the damages to Sophia Mc- 
Colgan, 27, her sister and two brothers. 

The out-of-court settlement came after 
a 13-day hearing in the Dublin Hi gh Court. 
Joseph McCoIgan, the father of the four 
children, was jailed for 12 years in 1995 af- 
ter being convicted of assaults on them from . 
1976 until 1993, including rape and buggery. 
He also beat his son Gerard with a shovel 
and a spanner, breaking his arm. It also 
emerged he had used a cattle syringe to in- 
ject spermicide into his daughters' va ginas - 
to prevent them becoming pre gnan t 

The defence effectively collapsed after ' 
it emerged health board files confirmed that . • 
in 1979 Mis McCoIgan had complained of 
her husband beating her children, and tha t 
she had discussed putting them into care. : : 

She had also talked of getting a separa- . 
tion after the eldest ch3d Sophia, then 10, 
was admitted to hospital after her father. -• 
a County Sligo fanner, had broken her nose. ' 

The McCoIgan children sued the board . 
and their GE The settlement was agreed 
without admission of liability. Sophia Mc- 
Coigan urged other victimsof abuse “to rer-.- 
alise that there is no shame in having been', 
abused Tbe shame lies with the abuser and*;, 


not with the victim”. 
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Palace guard jailed over drug death 
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The friend of a Buckingh a m 
Palace guardsman was yesterday 
jailed for his part in supply ing 
drugs which killed him. 

Gareth Holland. 20, col- 
lapsed and died last year with- 
in five hours of taking ecstasy 
tablets at a nightclub while on 
weekend leave. 

His colleague Matthew Dig- 
gle. 22. admitted his involve- 


ment in getting the drugs. 

Cardiff Crown Court beard 
that Pies Holland and Diggle 
travelled from their homes in 
South Wiles to enjoy a night out 
in Swansea. Pte Holland swal- 
lowed two ecstasy pills and am- 
phetamines at a dub. 

He was taken to the club's 
“chill out” room to recover af- 
ter overheating but later died 


before he reached hospital ■ 
Earlier this week Diggle, of 
Rhymney, Mid Glamorgan, ap- 
peared with Russell Thomas, 30, 
of Qos Llws Pen, Penpedairbe- 
ol Mid Glamorgan, who ad- 
mitted supplying drugs to both . 
soldiers. ' 

Yesterday, Diggje was jailed 
for two years. Thomas was£W°*. 
fenced forthree-and-a-halfyeai^ 
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Pitmen win historic court victory for damage to health 


The Government yesterday moved 
quickly to begin negotiations on 
compensation claims of up to £lbn 
which could now be due to co al 
miners suffering from chest 
diseases. Some Cement, Labour 
Editor, reports on a High Court 
decision expected to lead to the 
biggest compensation payout by a 
single employer. 


Up to lOO.OOU former pitmen could now 
be in line for compensation following a rul- 
ing that the old nationalised coal industry 
was negligent and liable for the ill-health 
of underground workers. 

In a particularly controversial passage 
of his judgment, Mr Justice Turner said that 

managers had frequently falsified the mea- 
surement of coal dust in working areas so 
that production was not impaired. 

WhDe individuals could eventually rrerive 
tens of thousands of pounds each for “shock, 
pain and suffering", some union officials said 
the payouts are likely to be “puny” when com- 
pared wi* the kind of compensation enjoyed 
in other employment cases. One female io- 
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Berfng .he odd* Glyn Jones (left). 77.w«<- oftht successfu. cUimeme demanding compensation for hea.th da^ged hy mining PhoEpgraph: Toph™ Ftaurepoin. 


cal authority official was recently awarded 
more than £230,000 for “hurl feelings” and 
in aggravated damages after a sex-discrim- 
ination case. Many of the former miners have 
had their lives blighLed by crippling diseases 
for years, the unions pointed out yesterday. 


Justice achieved 
against huge odds 


The level of payment to former pitmen 
will clearly depend on their age, the degree 
of incapacity they have suffered and 
whether they are capable of earning a liv- 
ing. Some sources said the payouts were 
likely to vary between £2.000 and £60,000. 


Mr Justice Turner will hear evidence on 6 
February about claims for loss of earnings, 
medical care and costs. 

Union officials and solicitors immedi- 
ately warned former miners that “all sons 
of vultures" were descending on their 


communities offering advice in return for 
a percentage of the compensation. Special 
help tines have been set up by solicitors. 

Tom Jones, of solicitors Thompsons, 
which represented one of the six men who 
were successful in the test case, said the rul- 


ing would lead to the highest ever compen- 
sation bill for a single British employer. While 
British Coal would have been liable before 
it was wound up, the bill was now the re- 
sponsibility of the Government. 

Mr Jones pointed out that the state had 
received £1 bn from the sale of British Coal 
land and bad recently raked in £770m from 
a surplus in the industry's pension fund. 
“This massive judgment brings hope to tens 
of thousands of miners who have had Lheir 
health destroyed by the negligence of 
British Coal,” be said, adding that Thomp- 
sons has some 3,000 cases in the pipeline. 

The solicitor accused senior coal industry 
managers of putting production before the 
health of miners. “There are some at the 
top levels of British Coal who should 
bang tbeir heads in shame at this judgment,” 
Mr Jones said. 

Former miners will now be seeking med- 
ical evidence to back up claims, while of- 
ficials are fikely to argue that some of the 
illnesses may be due other causes such as 
cigarette smoking. Any underground work- 
er who was employed in the industry since 
it was nationalised in 1947 is covered by yes- 
terday's judgment. 

The Erst hearings began in October 1996 
and the case ran for most of last year. 


r-t -- ; r 


'■* -'id attacks 
£ 3 m deficit 


Emotion was never far away at 
Merthyr Tydfil yesterday. 
Flanked by lawyers and officials 
of the National Association of 
Colliery Overseers, Deputies 
and Shot-Firers, two of the suc- 
cessful cl aiman ts, Gtyn Jones 
and Connie Wells, acted with 
great dignity. 

| Mrs Wells's husband, Sam, 

died on 10 August 1994 - his 71st 
birthday. She replaced him in 
the legal action begun five years 
* earlier. 

“Sam would have been 
proud to have been here today. 

1 was very glad to take over and 
I*ra happy at the outcome. It 
means a lot for the thousands 
of miners who suffered from 
dost diseases.” 

Mr Wells had worked at 
collieries near his Maesteg 
home from 1938 to 1979, when 
emphysema and pneumoco- 
niosis forced him to retire. 

Shortly before his death he 
bought a new car which Mrs 
Wells decorated with ribbons 
and put in the garage; Mr Wells 
1 never saw, it because he was too 

ill to walk the few yards to the 
• ; 7 garage. 

Handicapped by long expo- 
sure to collieiy dust, Mr Jones, 

>. 77, and smartly dressed in a grey 
■ suit, spoke slowly: “No amount 
- of money will give someone 
back tbeir health. But this judg- 
ment in London wiU assist suf- 
ferers and widows. 

“All heavy industry has gone 


but behind the new face in the 
Vhlleys there’s immense suf- 
fering,” he said. 

An oxygen bottle is always 
carried in Mr Jones’s car and 
one is always on hand at his 
house in Clive Terrace, Y nysyb- 
wl, where he lives with his wife 
of 49 years, Kitty. 

He said: “Life with these 
conditions can be frightening. 
I could be using my nebuliser 
upstairs at 11 at night. 

“But things might be so bad 
that 1 would have to be taken 
by ambulance to the East Glam- 
organ hospital a few miles 
away.” 

Peter Evans, a solicitor and 
partner in Hugh James, the firm 
handling some of the compen- 
sation cases, described the 
judge's ruling as “a damning in- 
dictment of British CoaJ at all 
levels and throughout its entire 
history.” 

He said British Coal was 
the largest employer in West- 
ern Europe immediately after 
the end of the Second World 
War. 

“There will be thousands of 
similar claims, with a bill for 
compensation of around £lhn.” 

As Mrs Wells and Mr Jones 
walked slowly to cars waiting to 
drive them home, pride rather 
than pounds was on show. 

Justice, they said, was at 
last being achieved against the 
most formidable odds. 

— Tony Heath 
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PENELOPE 

Decor Tiles 
(150 x200mm) 
Border Tiles 
(150 x 50mm) 
Aqua or Blue 
Pack of 6 

I £6*9£V*9 I 




BR0NDESBURY 

Decor Tiles 
(152 x152mm) 
Border Tiles 
(152 x76mm) 
Blue or Green 
Pack of 6 
I £5*99 £5-99 I 


NOW £3-39 
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SSiSSRpS H0MEBASE 

~ ,k •' •' ;• Fruit Salad 
8 Decor Tiles 
(150 x 150mm) 
Pack of 6 
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AMBIENCE 

Tiles (108 x108mm) 
Blue. Green or Terracotta 
Pack of 24 

I £*94 £fr99 T 




sopmie 

Decor Tiles 

■ ^50 x 200mm) 

Border Tiles 
050 x 50mm) 
Aqua or Green 


gyj Pack of 6 

M.A £trVf VrVf I 

hW:*kr —. — ** , ( 


NOW £5-9* 





M PUEBLO 

tri Decor Tiles (108 x 108mm) 
3 'V; Lj Pack of 6 


-v | H0MEBASE 

•JJ-i'jl Bulk White Tiles 




GATSBY 
Tiles 
(152 x152mm) 
Black 
Pack of 18 
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HOW £5-09 


£5*9 £3*9* 


NOW £3-39 







AZTEC 

Floor Tiles (316 x 316mm) 

Blue. Green or Grey. Pack of 10 

| £19-99 £Ur99~ 

I NOW £13-59 1 
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Hindenburg veteran witnesses airship’s new beginning 


Maiden journey: A German crowd watching the first flight of a Zeppelin airship for more than SO years (Photograph: Bernard Bisson/Sygma). Right: The Hindenburgh turns into a fireball as it is about to land in the United States 6 years ago 


A strange cigar-shaped object has 
been spotted over 
Priedrichshafen, the town where 
Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin 
first took to the air 98 years ago. 
Imre Karacs investigates. 


SCI-FI WRITERS WAX LYRICAL OVER A FUTURE WORLD OF BLIMPS 


In a cavernous hall on the edge of Lake 
Constance, the monster stirs. At the flick 
of a switch, the instrument panel begins to 
glow, a dark screens flicker with incom- 
prehensible charts, and pumps whirr nois- 
ily into life. The dinosaur imprisoned in this 
Jurassic Park of extinct technology strains 
at its leash. 

The Zeppelin, amazingly, is back. By the 
standards of its famous predecessors, the 
model currently undergoing air-worthiness 
trials is a midget. The Zeppelin NT - the 
initials stand for “New Technology” - is a 
mere 346 feet in length. The Hindenburg, 
consumed in a ball of fire as it came into 
land in New Jersey 61 years ago. was three 
times as long. 

The ill-feted Zeppelin was also taller, 
heavier, and carried more passengers in in- 
finitely greater luxury than its offspring ever 
will. There is no room in the gondola 
today for the Hindenbiug s restaurant, 
piano and individual cabins. There is just 
about enough space for the pilot and 


Airships had not been invented in Elizabethan 
England. Nor in the early stages of the nine- 
teenth century. This is the only way to ex- 
plain the cruel neglect Zeppelins have 
suffered at the hands of Shakespeare and 
Dickens. Thankfully for blimp enthusiasts, 
many modem writers have built their nar- 
ratives around the phenomenon of gaseous 
elipses flying through our skies, with vary- 
ing degrees of success. 

The publication of George Griffiths' The 
Angel of the Revolution in 1893 marked an im- 


portant watershed in the development of sci- 
ence-fiction, and used blimps to evoke a fu- 
ture-worldli ness. By the late 1970s a loving 
pastiche of this sort of writing had appeared, 
most notably by Michael Moorcock, whose 
The Warlord of the Air, forming a part of the 
Bastable trilogy, gave the airships a pivotal 
role in holding together a British empire that 
had avoided the fete of the historical one. 

Perhaps che most successful since then, 
was Phillip Pullmans Northern Ljghts. Published 
as the first part of a children’s trilogy in 1996, 


co-pilot, plus leather armchairs for 12 pas- 
sengers. The manufacturers are also trying 
to squeeze in a lavatory and tiny kitchen. 

But size isn't everything. Who would 
have predicted after 1937 that rigid-frame 
airships would ever be built? The Hinden- 
burg disaster and the arrival of the aero- 
plane appeared to have put an end to this 
kind of aircraft, deemed even more dan- 
gerous than hot-air balloons. The compa- 
ny founded by the count in Friedrichshafen, 
shut down Lhe.production lines overnight 
and turned its attention to gearboxes and 
military technology. What remained of the 
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ft has been translated Into 17 languages. It is 
set in an alternative universe, where people 
use airships rather as we might use trains or 
aeroplanes. Having spent the best part of a 
year in the top five of the US children's sales 
list, it has managed to balance commercial 
advance with critical acclaim, winning the 
Carnegie medal and a Guardian fiction award. 

Michael M Mooney's The Hindenburg 
was published in 1974. Later filmed with 
George C Scott and Anne Bancroft, 
Mooney's novel suggests the reason for the 


Hindenburg’s explosion was sabotage, by ano- 
Nazi forces in pre-war Germany. 

In 1981, John Bros nan produced the epic- 
Skyship. This tale of modem technology sees 
a huge blimp - The Phoenix — running on a 
nudear-powered generator. More recent is 
Pamela Oldfield’s fa B ng From Groce, published 
in 1995, which concerns a budding romance 
within the design-and-build team on the R- 
101 : Britain’s answer to von Zeppelin's beast 
that went on to meet a similar fete. 

— Gdon Freeman 


original hangar and the town itself was even- 
tually flattened by (he RAF. 

“There was no interest in this kind of 
nostalgia after the war," said the Zeppelin 
group’s president. Max Mugler. Zeppelins 
became the stuff of science-fiction writers; 
flights of fancy for UFO-lovers and hob- 
by-horses for adherents of the “Lighter than 
Air” fraternity. 

In tbe past decade, however, the fad 
turned serious. Research of Germaa 
archives and an upswing in interest in en- 
vironmentally friendly transport revealed 
that Zeppelins, if anything, had been 


ahead of their time. “Many people came 
to us, asking for money," Mr Mugler says. 
“In the end we decided to do it ourselves." 

In 1993. the Zeppelin group, a compa- 
ny with an annual turnover of DMlObn 
(jE5_5b n ), took a leap into the past The air- 
ship subsidiary was revived, “air-head" 
technicianswere hired, and research began 
anew. The count's last surviving grand- 
daughter chipped in with several million 
marks. .Although no longer in family hands, 
another von Zeppelin, distant relative Wolf- 
gang, is one of the new subsidiary's managers. 

The prototype was completed last sum- 


mer. On 18 September, the new Zeppelin 
soared into the sky for the first rime, flew 
over a lake, and landed safety after a short 
journey in from of 30JXJ0 people-more than 
half the town's population. Among the crowd 
stood the fraD figure of 93-year-old Josef 
Braun, wearing his 1937 Hindenburg uniform. 
He declared hkreelf happy to have witnessed 
“the Zeppelin airship’s new be ginning” . 

There have so far been four test flights; 
a fifth is planned for the end of next week. 
. If it obtains the necessary safety certificate, 
production is expected to begin in the au- 
tumn. Five, costing DMlZ5m each, have 


been ordered so far. Apart from the shape, 

the new Zeppelin has little in common, of 
course, with the first generation: Inflam- 
mable hydrogen gas has been replaced with 

inert helium. The aircraft is powered by 
three swivelling propellers, which are cor 
ordinated from the space-age cockpit by s> 
phisricated computer systems. There is no 
need for ballast because the propellers 
alone are able to lift the lightweight frame 
or bring it to land softty. The skeleton is 
made up of tough aluminium and carbon 
composite, while tbe envelope uses synthetic 
materials not available to the count. “It is 
100 per cent safe, " Mr Mugler asserts. 

The first few are likely to be used for 
tou rism: day trips over the Alps ai the 
leisurely pace of 80mph. Other posable ap- 
plications include atmospheric research and . 
surv eillan ce, for instance of national bor- 
ders, fishing zones and pipelines. 

The Zeppelin company has no imme- 
diate plans to bnild Hindenburg-sized 
behemoths, but another German firm is toy- . 
ing with tbe idea. Cargolifter, a Beilin-based 
company backed by Siemens and Asea 
Brown Boveri, unveiled plans this weekio 
build giant airships that could transport 
massive loads. Theproiotype of this' “float- 
ing crane” should be ready by 2000, exactly. 
100 years after von Zeppelin's pioneering 
. flight. Look out for cigar-shaped objects’; 
overhead. 
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Win I of 3 Independent holidays 


The Independent and Independent 
on Sunday, in association with 
Independent Traveller’s World, 
the UK% premier consumer travel 
show are giving readers the 
opportunity to win one of three 
fantastic holidays. You could 
experience the East coast of 
Australia, a South African Safari 
or a glacial adventure. 


for l year. Winners resppoosible for de- 
parture and other taxes ou the ticket. No 
cash value. Non transferaable, non re- 
fundable. Flight and tours must be taken 
together and the winner must travel out and 
return together. Qz Experience pass is valid 
for 1 year and takes a minimumof 23 days 
to complete. Competition not open to em- 
ployees of Lauda Air or Mantisflow pub- 
lications. 


THE AUSTRALIAN EXPERIENCE 

Win two tickets to Sydney courtesy of Lau- 
da Air (stand 20). Europe's fastest grow- 
ing airline, from where you will spend two 
nights iu the new Sydney Central YHA 
Hostel before exploring (he Blue Moun- 
tains with Oz Experience (stand 78). 
Then taking the ‘Fair Dinkum’ bus you will 
travel up the East coast and through the 
red centre of Australia. The lucky winners 
will experience 200ft of rush jumping from 
Australia's highest Bungy at AirUe Beach, 
ail arranged by “Barrier Reef Bungy" and 
the feeling of free fall by tandem skydiv- 
ing from 8.000ft and landing on Mission 
Beach,courtesy of “Jump the Beach Sky- 
dives". The Oz Experience pass includes 
a flight from Cairns to Darwin and trans- 
port down to Alice Springs, Cooper Pedy, 
Flinders Ranges, Adelaide and Mel- 
bourne from where they will take the Lau- 
da Air flight home. 

Dates subject to availability. Flights have 
to be taken by 31 October 199S and valid 


GLACIAL ADVENTURE 

Arctic Experience have arranged for two 
people to spend an enthralling five night 
holiday on Europe's largest glacier - Vht- 
najokuh in Iceland. The winners win en- 
joy a ski doo journey across the glacier over 
the three days, where you’ll stay in a com- 
fortable mountain lodge at die edge of the 
glade r. 

A day will also be spent in an Icelandic 

“Super Jeep” travelling from Reykjavik into 
the highlands, visiting Gullfoss the golden 
waterfall and Geysir, the hot spring area, 
en route. 

Dares subject to availability. The prize 
indudes flights and tours. The holiday can 
be taken in March and ApriL Sleeping bag 
hire is not induded but canbe arranged. In- 
clusive of airport tax. 


peditions (stand 32). This adventure in- 
dudes an in depth look at Zimbabwe, tak- 
ing in the mighty Zambesi river, tbe. 
spectacular Victoria Falls and soma nf 7im- 
babwe's finest game parks. Induded in Ibis 
wonderful prize is the service of three crew, 
camping equipment, transport and excur- 
sions which indude a three day canoe sa- 
fari and options to boogie board or raft on 
the mighty Zambezi river. 

Dates subject to availability. Exdudes 
peak season travel and airport tax. Flight 
and tour must be taken together. A local 
payment isappticable on the tour. Winners 
must be within the ages of 18 and 40. 


SPECTACULAR SOUTHERN 
AFRICA 

One lucky Independent reader will spend 
15 nights in South Africa courtesy of STA 
travel (stand 143). specialists in student and 
young independent travel, and KmnukaEx- 


HOW TO ENTER ; 

Telephone 0930564967 leaving your an- 
swers to the questions and tie breaker be- 
low; 

1. Which two dries m Australia da l a. L . 
da Air fly to and from? 

2. What is Europe’s largest gtader? 

3. What infamous waterfall forms the 

border between Zknabwe and Zam- 
bia? 

In no more than 15 words.tell us why 
you shoidd win one of otr three fantastic 
holidays? 

Calls cost 50p per minute at all limes. 
Lines dose at midnight, 27th Febniaiy 1998. 
Normal Newspaper Publishing pic rules ap- 
pty. Editors desciabnis final 

Alternatively, you can enter at The In- ' 
dependent stand at Independent Trav- 
ellers World Exhibition. 

Call 0171 - 341 6691 for details. 
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GTech chief to quit lottery job if he loses bribery case 
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Guy Snowden: Suing Richard Branson over claims he offered him a bribe Photograph: 


National Pictures 
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Guy Snowden, chief 
executive of the US 
lottery company GTech, 
said yesterday that if the 
jury found that he had 
offered a bribe to 
Richard Branson, he 
would resign his 
directorship of Camelot, 
which runs the National 
Lottery. Rosa Prince was in 
the High Court to hear 
the argument. 


In a day of heated exchanges in 
the courtroom, the chief exec- 
utive of GTfech, which owns a 22 
per cent share in Camelot, con- 
tinued to deny be had offered 
Richard Branson a bribe at a 
lunchm September 1993 to puD 
out of the bidding to run the 
F’ National Lottery. 

Guy Snowden, whose British 
! partners in Camelot were to be 
De La Rue, Racal I CL, and 
Cadbury -Schweppes, said he 
: was aware of Mr Branson as a 
i “very famous man” before the 
; entrepreneur issued the invita- 
‘ non to hmch. 

Tiro days before the meeting, 

: Mr Branson had telephoned Mr 
Snowden and told him he was 
going to enter a bid. and that he 
* was aware of GTCfcch’s expertise, 

\ and wanted it to be part of his 
: plans. Mr Snowden said he was 
already- committed to a con- 
- ^ortium but the two men talked 
[ about Mr Branson’s plans to 
' give all the operator profits to 
: Parity, and the percentages in- 

i ■' 


volved. Mr Snowden said he was 
happy to meet to explore po- 
tential business possibilities. 

When asked by his barrister, 
Richard Ferguson QC, if he re- 
membered saying the words: 
“In what way can we help you, 
" Richard?” he replied: “I do not 
recall those at all. The only thing 
I said was, ‘What can we do 
together?’." 

Mr Ferguson asked if he 
remembered saying: “I mean, 
what can I do for you personal- 
ly?” Mr Snowden replied: "In no 
way did I ever say personally." 

Mr Snowden was asked by 
George Carman QC on behalf 
of Richard Branson, if he could 
see any circumstances in which 
it would be proper to stay on as 
a director of Camelot if the jury 
found he bad attempted to 
bribe Mr Branson. “I think it 
would be unlikely,” he said. 

Mr Branson is being sued for 
libel over allegations he made 
in a Panorama programme in 
1995 that he was offered a 
bribe by Mr Snowden to with- 
draw his bid to run the lottery. 

The Vugin chief is in turn su- 
ing GTech and Mr Snowden for 
libel after they said the bribe al- 
legation was untrue. 

As one of the largest indi- 
vidual shareholders in GTech, 
Mr Snowden told the court he 
held £30m capital. In addition, 
he received £3m earnings in 
1997 from GTech, two and a half 
times his earnings in 1993. 

When asked by Mr Carman 
why his salary had increased by 
so much, he said: “Because I de- 
served it.” 

The National Lottery has a 


t 

Murder charge 
nan claims lover 
ell in her bath 


t holidays 


he man accused of the 
i under of one woman 
rrf the attempted 
turder of another told a 
ourt yesterday that he 
•sow someone running 
Tyom the house In which 
t prostitute had been 
eft beaten, and that two 
months later his lover 
apparently fell in her 
bath and drowned. 


rS?f .^Tz* 


“ . A mad accused of attempting to 

' . ' a ^ muriier a prostitute told a court 

' ' , Si yesterday that he found her 
’ slumped in the kitchen of her 
home after seeing a man leav- 
' . .7 j: ing the tense. 

Victor Farrant, 4S, said he 
’ ’.Ui.-tf panicked when he saw the man 
’ - ~ . . returning, and be dashed out of 

Hjjthe house. 

He- denies the attempted 
..j- j3* murder of the prostitute, Arm 

re- -Fldlex,who was found at home 

at Eastleigh , Hampshire, in 
December 1995. 

r - A-s 3 " 353 - He also denies the murder 

, -of*-’ ■ #1 of accountant Glenda Hoskins, 

vW C s •* r * c * : . f-Ttf d#; whose body was found in the 
VTm; : ’ v ' ' 3 ftv-; attic erf her waterside home at 

x r ; Portsmouth on 7 JFbbruary 1996. 

■v :•* Mriferrantsaid he had paid 

5 r tel- ^ 0 sric : earBfirvisit to Mrs Ficiler af- 

w . u'v* r: ^ .ter seeing an advert in the 

!. ** . irame of^ex", and on 27 De- 

■ ~ ‘V**. icateer 1995, while out job- 

• ^ -hunting, he had decided to see 


s ». • ' 


u 




•' When he knocked, there 
.was no reply and he assumed 
jShcwas seeing a customer. He 
hung around and saw someone 
none out erf the house and then 
knocked on the dopr. He could 
$ee something in the kitchen 
:and went in there. “There was 
a ness em die floor. I can re- 
inenber gl ass, I could hear it 
j&xnchmg under my feet, there 

• j 


was blood on the floor. J was 
very shocked” he said. 

He told Winchester Crown 
Court that in Lhe kitchen he 
kicked a bag of tools he had been 
carrying whilst looking for work 
on building sites and realised he 
must have put the bag down 
when he knelt by Mrs Fldler. 

He picked up several of the 
tools, bits of glass, and an iron 
pairing. “I knew I had touched 
some things when I cleared the 
debris. I didn’t know exactly 
what I had touched, so I just ba- 
sically grabbed everything with- 
in arm’s reach” he said. 

Earlier yesterday, he told the 
court of his sexual relationship 
with Mrs Hoskins, who is sur- 
vived by a husband, from whom 
she was separated, and three 
children. He said he had met 
her in August 1993 and said 
their sexual relationship was 
“very active”. 

On 7 February, 1996, Mrs 
Hoskins had taken two children 
to school and when she returned 
borne be had gone in and they 
started having sex. Afterwards, 
he said, they had a bath and 
then got out and dried them- 
selves. 

He walked out of the bath- 
room and could not see any- 
thing but heard a crash and the 
sound of splashing water. 

He went into the bedroom 
and got dressed and thought 

Mrs Hoskins was giving him the 

silent treatment. He returned ro 
the bathroom and found her ly- 
ing in the bath on her back- He 
pulled her out and tried to give 

her mouth- to- mouth resuscita- 
tion, but was not able to revive 
her or get a pulse. 

He later derided to hide Mrs 
Hoskins in the attic. There was 
a carpet there. “I wanted to cov- 
er her up so I just lifted the car- 
pet over,” he said. 

The case continues. 


turnover of around £100m a 
week, of which Camelot takes 
10 per cent. Mr Carman said: 
“Ail in all, GTech has done 
quite nicely out of the Nation- 
al Lottery in terms of profit.” 

“Certainly," Mr Snowden 


Branson; Counter-suing over claims he tied about the bribery claim 






Photograph: Tom PBston 


replied. He agreed that GTech 
had “three biles of the cherry", 
in the lottery: the company's 
share in Camelot, supplying the 
machinery to retailers and sup- 
plying another company with 
parts for the machines. 


Mr Snowden agreed that 
the profits of most lotteries in 
the rest of the world go to char- 
ity. When asked if that wasn't 
what Mr Branson had wanted 
to do, he said: “I’ve got share- 
holders lhaL have to be looked 


after. If Mr Branson wants to 
give to charily or burn it, it 
doesn't matter to me.” 

Mr Snowden said there 
would have been no need to 
bribe Mr Branson as be did not 
see him as a threat. “I had a lot 


of other competitors ... I 
wouldn’t have ranked him [Mr 
Branson] very high, based on 
the degree of preparation he 
had undertaken at that time.” 

Mr Snowden described his 
humiliation when he saw the 


Panorama programme con- 
taining Mr Branson's allega- 
tions. “It was extremely unfair,” 
he said. “To actually see it on a 
broadcast was humiliating. I 
felt pursued and very uncom- 
fortable.” 
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First race. First place. Beating the likes of Ford, Mitsubishi and Subaru. And the Toyota Corolla isn’t just the car in front in Monte Carlo. 
To find out for yourself, call 0800 777 55S for your nearest dealer and arrange a rest drive. Prices from £ I 0,995 all the way up to £299,995. 

THE NEW TOYOTA COROLLA. WINNER OF THE 1998 MONTE CARLO RALLY. 


THE CAR IN FRONT IS a ® TOYOTA 
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“Even a war zone is easier 
than this” mattered a besieged 
Martin Bell as he sat down 
to face some hard questioning 
from former colleagues at 
a press conference in his 
cramped constituency office in 
Knutsford. 

He was dearly nervous and 
uncomfortable in front of the 
massed ranks of cameras and 
lights, and his voice wavered at 


times as answers were de- 
manded to the questions about 
legal expenses of £9,400 paid by 
the liberal Democrat and 
Labour parties during his gen- 
eral election campaign. 

*1 honestly did not know 
about them until two days ago” 
he said, with a pleading for un- 
derstanding in his voice. 

Mr Bell maintained that le- 
gal fees were normally dedared 


as campaign expenses and he 
asked why, as an independent 
MP, he should be singled out in 
this way. 

No one else he argued, had 
been asked to declare their le- 
gal expenses. He was asked if 
Conservatives would have vot- 
ed for him bad they known 
Labour and the Liberal De- 
mocrats had paid his legal foes. 
He answered that people knew 


that both of those parties had 
withdrawn their candidates in 
his favour. 

■ “Who have I upset ... I ask 
you to speculate ... I didn't like 
this news. If I had known then 
1 would have found a way of de- 
daring it — The playing field is 
tOted against a citizen MP. If any 
good comes out of this it will 
be a reform of the electoral 
law." 


The questioning became 
harder, he was almost shouted 
at by those who wanted to 
know how could he have been 
so naive to think legal advice 
would be free. 

“If I was a political innocent 
..lam not so innocent now” he 
said. “I was not in the backroom 
1 was out there campaigning." 

A heavy document was 
thrust at him by a journalist who 


said he had worked on the 
cash-for-quesdoos scandal and 
that what he was handing to him 
was proof that Neil Hamilton 
had done no wrong. “I will 
look at it" whispered a rattled 
MrBelL 

The MP wanted to take 
comfort in the support of his 
constituents. “I have only bad 
one letter of complaint in eight 
months. That's not bad." 


It was soon dear Mr BeD had 
had enough though. He said he 
believed a mountain was being 
made out of a molehill, or it was 
a storm in teacup, and if he was 
still on the other side of the cam- 
era he would have told his 
news editor so. 

Still, the same questions 
about his failure to declare 
the legal fees as campaign 
expenses kept coming, and 


he muttered “We could go 
on up and down this all morn- 


ing." ■ r 

Soon he was on his feet but -W?:. 
still stopping briefly to answer ‘ 
individual questions and to f\e ■ 
interviewed outside for televi- 
sion in the late morning chijL 
with onlookers nodding then 
recognition of the man in t$e 
white suit. 1 


— Esther Lead 
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Bor world beating offers, that include all taxes; call us by 
28 January on 01293 747 245. Or contact your local trzwel agent 
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TfcMB are guiijea a change due to aimacyccn w ssifln. Lai Anadts fare E22^»EQfCl 
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[Virgin MegaSavers. 


Labour trips up over claim 
that Ffion travelled free 


The Tories called on 
Tony Blair to give one of 
his spin doctors a 
dressing down last night 
for a ‘scandalous smear* 
suggesting William 
Hague’s wife, Ffion, had 
flown to Hong Kong at 
the taxpayers’ expense. 
Colin Brown, Chief 
Political Correspondent, 
reports on red faces 
around No 10. 


from cuts in single-parent ben- 
efits to reports of the rift between 
Gordon Brown and Tony Blair. 

Mr Straw insisted it was not 
a relaunch. And it was not re- 
branding new Labour. He re- 
minded disenchanted 

traditional Labour voters that 
the Government’s support was 
based on a “new coalition”. It 
was important to recognise that, 
he said. “New Labour won be- 


A senior party source close to 
No 10 was red faced last night 
after briefing journalists that 
William Hague's wife. Ffion, 
had gone to Hong Kong on free 
tickets provided by the Gov- 
ernment for the handover cer- 
emony in the former colony. 

The briefing was an attempt 
to deflect criticism of ministers 
for travelling with their partners 
or spouses at the taxpayers’ ex- 
pense. But it backfired when it 
turned out to be incorrect 

The Tories hit back by in- 
sisting that she had not gone at 
the taxpayers’ expense, and 
Michael Howard, the shadow 
Foreign Secretary, demanded 
an apology in a letter to the 
Prime Minister attacking it as 
“ a scandalous attempt to smear 
the Leader of the Opposition 
and his wife”. 

The gaffe came as Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, 
spearheaded the Government's 
attempt to draw a line under re- 
cent public relations disasters. 


William Hague’s wife, 
Ffion: No free ticket 


cause it was able to appeal to a 
wide range of people - not just 
traditional Labour voters but 
many others who voted Labour 
for die first time in May." 

Mr Straw, one of the leading 
modernisers in the Cabinet, as- 
serted that Mr Blair’s govern- 
ment was firmly hased in the 
“radical centre” of British poli- 
tics, and reached out beyond the 
traditional left-right divide. 
“Where we can work together 
with other parties or with peo- 


ple with no party political back- 
ground, we will do so. W; are not 
driven by dogma but by ideas and 
pragmatism,” be told a party 
meeting in Kings Lynn, Norfolk. 

Tkking up Mr Blair's appeal 
to the Cabinet not to indulge in 
"departmentitis", he said: “Too 
few of us have been spelling out 
the larger picture.” 

Mr Blair gave the task of 
spearheading the Government’s 
fight back to Mr Straw partly be- 
cause he accounted for himself 
well during a difficult week at 
new year of speculation over his 
son's involvement with cannabis. 
The Ibries claimed yesterday 
that be was also allocated the 
task to put Gordon Brown in his 
place. “Tony Blair is trying to 
take back control of Iris gov- 
ernment’s welfare polities from 
Gordon Brown and in an at- 
tempt to do so, he has briefed 
against Brown and promoted his 
ally Jack Straw,” said Iain Dun- 
can-Smjth, the Tory spokesman 
on social security. 

Mr Hague’s Shadow Cabinet 
told at a strategy meeting this 
week that they have been hurt- 
ing Labour by claims that min- 
isters seem to be spending too 
much on themselves and their 
partners. As a result, the Tories 
have tabled dozens of questions 
about ministerial expenditure 
on their grace and favour flats 
and trips abroad with their 
spouses or partners 

The meeting was also told 
that Labour still had a long lead 
in the polls. Mr Hague is con- 
vening another strategy meet- 
ing next week to try to inflict 
more damage on Mr Blair. 


Tory MPs 
too white 
and male 


Tbday’s’Ibty MPs come from 
a narrower group in society 
than they (fid 20 years ago, 
research carried out by a 
grassroots Conservative 
group revealed. 

The Tory Reform Group 
said the “modernisation” of 
selection process in 1980 led 
to a decline in toe number of 
new MPs educated in state 
schools and faDed to raise the 
number of women MPs. The 
group wants “substantial re- 
form to the system to end dis- 
crimination”. 

The TRG report said the 
selection procedure, which 
includes a course modelled 
on the British Army’s officer 
selection course, itself lifted 
from the Nazi party method 
of selection, had “helped to 
distance MPs from ordinary 
Conservative voters”. It 
states: “We cannot gp on say- 
ing that we understand the 
working classes because we 
employ them as our ser- 
vants.” 

Leadership for die Nation : 
Selecting Conservative Party 
Candidates claims the Tories 
field too few women candi- 
dates, there are no MPs from 
ethnic minorities, there are 
too many political “hacks” 
and the dak base of MPs is 
too narrow. In 1997, just 13 
Tbry women were returned 
to Parliam ent - tWO more 
than in 1964. The report de- 
scribed this position as “lam- 
entable”. 


Blair pushes for 
elected mayors 






Directly elected mayors 
could become powerful 
figures in town halls 
across the country, in 
spite of misgivings by 
councillors. Colin Brown 
says Tony Blair is backing 
the idea of elected local 
cabinets. 


Tony Hair wants to see direct- 
ly elected mayors in the mam 
town and cities of Britain as a 
means of reviving interest in lo- 
cal government, and reasserting 
local powers over local services. 

Whitehall sources last night 
denied reports that the Gov- 
ernment was considering com- 
pelling reluctant councils to 
join the Biair revolution for lo- 
cal government by forcing them 
to have elected mayors. But it 
is dearly a stick that is being 
kept in reserve. 

“The emphasis is on a bat- 
tom-up approach to local gov- 
ernment, not a top-down move. 
There are no plans at present 
to compel councillors to inno- 
vate in this area and ministers 
consider it unlikely they will 
need to do so,” said the source. 

The drive to introduce di- 
rectly elected mayors is part of 
the reforms to local government 
that will be outlined in a con- 
sultation paper in the next few 
weeks. 

The independent reported 
exclusively before Christmas 
that the local government min- 
ister. Hilary Armstrong, was 
promoting the idea of elected 
mayors with changes to the 


voting system, possibly allowing ^ 
voting on Sundays and in shop 1 ; r- 
ping centres or supermarkets to; 
widen the appeal of local gov-> 
eminent democracy. 

The plans coincide with a Bill . 

m foe House of Lords, which wiD 
give councils the power to ex- 
periment with elected mayors. 

The BOl has been introduced with 
foe Government's backing by ' 
ltordliumoflhmwoifo,foecab- •. 
inet secretary throughout the 
years of foe last Labour govern- 
ment, from Heath to Thatcher. 

Lord Hunt’s Bill is expected 
to be given a fair wind in foe 
Commons by the Government 
but foe Tories are concerned- 
about foe lack of accountabffi-- 
ty for directly elected mayors , \ 
with appointed cabinets. There : 
could be as much resistance ’ 
from Tories in foe country as 
die-hard Labour councillors 
determined to hold on to their ; 
powers. 

Few coundllois may be wiU- ' J ; 
ing to give up powers to directly; 
elected mayors, and Mr Blair' ” 
may have to resort at a later; 
stage to compulsion. All large ; " ; 1 
towns will be expected to follow} . 
foe lead taken in London with; . ... 
the elected mayor for foe cap-; ' i 
ital. 5 . ( ' . 

For the time being, the J 
Prime Minister is keen to keeg; . / . 

local government in support of- =•’ 

his proposed reforms. Soms . • 
will be disappointed at th^ _ • < ■ 

Government’s decision not tw ] V'-.- . 

make radical, changes to th 2 ; : : ■ , . 
business rate, which will coiji 
tinue to be controlled largely $ : 
national level, with foe intnf 
duction of some scope for loop 

variation. 
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Political crusader humbled by the slings and arrows 


Martin Bell MP,the 
former foreign 
correspondent, was 
under fire again 
yesterday over 
accusations that he foiled 
to declare all his election 
expenses. Andrew Buncombe 
reports on the latest 
political flak flying 
around in Tatton. 


Mr Belt as usual in bis trade- 
mark fight suit, threw down foe 
gauntlet and suggested be 
would resign ifhe discovered his 
electorate had lost confidence 
in him. 

In a combative yet nervous 
performance, he told a packed 
press conference he was un- 
aware that legal advice he had 
taken before foe last election, 
costing £9,400, had been paid 
for by Labour and foe Liberal 
Democrats. 

“I fought an extraordinary 
campaign, it was not a campaign 
but a crusade. My whole cam- 
paign was run by volunteers,” he 
said. “1 really thought it was 
free. Everything was free.” 

“If I was innocent (in think- 
ing it came free), I don’t think 
being politically innocent is an 
indictable offence. 1 guess 1 
know rather more about poli- 
tics now.” 

He added that he would be 
asking his constituents to write 
to him with their views. “If they 
have lost confidence in me - 
which I doubt - 1 wiU reconsider 
my position.” 

Mr Bell called the press 
conference after it was claimed 
that a £9,400 legal bill bad not 
been declared in his election ex- 
penses. Inspection of foe dec- 
laration shows this to be foe 


case. 

But Mr Bell, who was elect- 
ed to the Tatton seat after 
Labour and Lib-Dems with- 
drew their candidates, said he 
had only become aware of the 
bill two days ago. He said there 
was no reason the money 
should have been dedared as an 


Shadowman: Martin Bell faces tough questioning at his press conference in Knutsfbrd yesterday 


election expense, as he had not 
been an official candidate at the 


time. 

“If I had not taken legal ad- 
vice, I would have been blown 
out of the water," he said- . 


Mr Beil, who famously beat 
former Conservative MP Neil 
Hamilton by a majority of more 
than 11 . 000 , took legal advice 
after Mr Hamilton threatened 
legal action over the former 


BBC journalist's plan to de- 
scribe himself on the ballot pa- 
per as an “anti -corruption" 
candidate. Mr Hamilton wrote 
to Mr Bell, daiming foe de- 
scription was defamatory. 


Yesterday Mr Hamilton 
seized on the controversy and 
said Mr Bell should resign. “I 
think this exposes what we knew 
all along -that Mr Bell is a hyp- 
ocritical fraud,” he said. “He was 


posing as an independent _ but 
his campaign was managed by 
Labour spin doctors, ins legal ex- 
penses were paid by them and 
none of this was revealed.” He 
said he h3d not incurred any le- 
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Photograph: Phil NoCte/Newsteam 


gal fees, as he had written the 
letter himself. 

Opinions at Westminster 
differed last night on whether 
the affair would blow over. Mr 
Bell himself described it as a 


“smafi storm in asmafl teacup”. 
But Mr Hamil ton said , that 
while he was not looking to 
launch a legal challenge against 
Mr Bell, it would only take one 
complaint from a constituent to 
trigger an investigation. 

Mr BeB said that, if there was 
to be a by-election, he would 
consider his position. Mr Hamil- 
ton said he would not stand. The 
Tktton Conservative Association 
said it would not consider either 
Mr Hamilt on or his wife Chris- 
tine as candidates. 

The acting returning officer 
for foe Borough of Macclesfield, 
Brian Longden, said any chal- 
lenge to election expenses had 
to be made in a petition to the 
courts by a local voter or else a 
candidate. “It is outside foe 
9 cope of foe returning officer to 
cany out an investigation.” 

Joe Jacob, Law Professor at 
foe London School of Eco- 
nomics, told foe BBC : “I would 
be gobsmacked if Befl were held 
legally liable,” 
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I was a political innocent, says Bell, as former colleagues give him a grilling 
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Reservoir dogged by controversy as rebuilding threatens Peak landscaoe 
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Troubled water: Ladyfaower reservoir in the Peak District where the dam wall has to be robed, possibly using gritstone Iron, Win Hill (background) 


Photograph; Brian Harris 


Plans to reinforce the 

Ladybower Dam, the 

largest earth dam in 
Britain, are causing 
consternation in the 
Peak District. Stephen 
Goodwin, Heritage 
Correspondent, reports. 


Severn Trent Water are anxious 
to make a start reinforcing the 
massive earth embankment of 
the Lady bower Dam, holding 
back 6300 null i nn gallons of 
water in the- Derwent Valley 
west of Sheffield. * 

The dam is due for a statu- 
tory inspection in April when 
the water company would ex- 
pect to be told that in the in- 
terests of safety remedial work 
has to be carried out 

The dry summer of 1995 ac- 
celerated problems and Severn 
Trent decided not to wait un- 
til ordered to do the work and 
has submitted proposals to the 
National Park authority for 
work this year. The dam height 
will be raised by 3 metres and 
a 10m thick layer of crushed 
rock added to the vast em- 
bankment. 

However there is concern 
about where the 400,000 tons 
of gritstone needed for the £4m 
job will be quarried and about 


disruption for the hamlet of 
Yorkshire Bridge where tbe 
works compound would be. 

Severn Trent want to create 
a new quarry on the flank of 
Win Hill - a prominent part of 
the panoramic view across the 
500-acre reservoir from the 
A57 Snake Pass road. The 
quarry is on company land, but 
would be a major scar in the 
National Park where there is a 
policy against new excavations. 

“Win HOI or Win Hole?" 
ask the conservationists and 
some Yorkshire Bridge resi- 
dents who are opposing- the 
scheme. “A feature of great nat- 
ural beauty would be destroyed 
forever said Anne Robinson, 
a local campaigner. 

If the dam has to be 
strengthened, Ms Robinson 
would prefer the rock to be 
quanied from the shoreline of 
the reservoir or for it to be 
brought in by rail. This would 
require rebuilding an old track 
now used as a footpath but 
could, in the long term, allevi- 
ate some of the park’s traffic 
problems. 

There is also unease about 
Severn Trent's haste. The park 
authority is due to consider the 
planning applications next 
month, but conservationists 
want any decision deferred 
until after the statutory 
inspection. 
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A group of 69 Labour 
MPs yesterday fired a 
warning shot at John 
1 Prescott for allowing 
building in the green 
belt. Cofin Brown, Chief 
Political Correspondent, 
reports that Tony Blair is 
facing a growing 
^countryside alliance. 


le Deputy Prime Minister 
Hwas yesterday urged to focus 
y ^iuflding on “brownfield*’ sites 
ground towns before going 
^head with releasing large tracts 
apf countryside in the green belt 
j|or housing. 

The Tbiy Opposition will 
Sxploit growing unrest in rural 
ionstituendes - many now held 
y Labour MPs - with a full 
ay's debate in the Commons 
n Thesday. 

Tbiy MPs say Labour has 
prged a countryside alliance 
ainst it on three fronts: 
■mong the so-called “NIM- 
*Ys n (Not In My Backyard) by 
Ipeatening to allow building in 
e green belt; among fanners 
itb the failure to lift the beef 
gin; and the country sports 
temity, with the backbench 
to ban foxhunting. Peter 
the Tory MP for Mid 
torcestershire, said: “Some in 
countryside feel that there 
plot against them by the 
ient. People are very 

igry." 

That anger wiD be demon- 
trated with a mass rally in 
yde Pack on 1 March, which 
Tbries believe could dwarf 
pro-foxhunting rally there 
year, and could attract quar- 
:er of a million people from the 
unbyside to the capitaL 
The Gammons motion by 69 
- dominated by new MPs 
from the May 1997 intake - was 


couched in diplomatic lan- 
guage, but it will be seen as a 
warning shot at John Prescott 
and his ministers at the De- 
partment of Environment over 
building in the green belt. 

It was tabled by David Drew, 
the Labour MP for Stroud, 
and Paddy Upping, the Labour 
MP for Sherwood, who have led 
backbench criticism of the 
threat to allow expansion of 
building in the green belt. 

Mr Drew was one of the 
cross-party group of MPs, in 
eluding Tom King, the former 
Northern Ireland Secretary, 
which held a meeting at the 
Commons this week to coordi 
nate opposition. 

Many of the other Labour 
MPs who signed tbe motion rep- 
resent former Tory seals with 
rural areas which could be un 
der threat, including Ivor 
Caplin, the MP for Hove in East 
Sussex; Diana Organ, Forest of 
Dean; Vernon Oaker. Gedling; 
and Ben Bradshaw, Exeter. 

While praising past Labour 
Governments for creating the 
green belt, their motion high 
lighted the importance of “mak- 
ing the best possible use of 
brownfield sites and existing 
buildings to meet housing de- 
mand", and called for regional 
planning conferences to be giv- 
en more power in decisions on 
land for bousing. 

Mr Prescott has given assur- 
ances that the national ratio of 
bouang in towns and countryside 
in plans inherited from the 
Tories will remain broadly un- 
changed after his report to Par- 
liament in the next few weeks. 

Bui the review is expected to 
pave the way for 4.4 million new 
homes and his refusal to block 
green belt developments at 
Newcastle and Stevenage has 
set the countryside campaign- 
ers on course for a confronta- 
tion with the Government. 


Bellamy fury over 
green belt threat 
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A top wildlife campaigner 
yesterday condemned “the 
madness” of building mil- 
lions of new homes in the 
green beJL Professor David 
Bellamy, called for a halt to 
the Government-backed 
plans that have sparked anger 
among environmentalists. 

. In a keynote speech he 
said new homes should be 
built on derelict “brown” land 
in urban locations- He told tbe 
Green Futures conference at 
Halesowen in the West Mid- 
lands: “The Government 

wants to provide 4 million new 

homes in the next 20 years, 
with Half of them in rural lo- 


cations. They could all be 
built on the 60,000 hectares of 
vacant ‘brown’ land in towns 
and cities, with plenty of room 
available for green spaces. It 
is madness to destroy the 
green belt environment." 

He added: “The brown 
sites are dose to jobs, hospi- 
tals, shops and services. That 
is where most people want to 
live, not miles out in the coun- 
tryside where cars are needed 
and water supplies barely sus- 
tain existing households.” 

The demand for homes 
has been created by the risin g 
divorce rate and people living 
longer. 
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BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 

AIT Superstores offer easy parting. 

Ute night shopping and Sunday opening. 

Ring 0990 500049 for details of your nearest store. 
Written quotations from 

Cunys, Dept MK, Hem el Hempstead, Herts HP2 7TG. 
Currys are licensed credit brokers. 

Ask in-store for details. 


■BUY NOW PAY UP TO 
12 MONTHS LATER 
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Murders in Amman point to a new strategy by Saddam aiming at 
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Jordan at risk 
of becoming 
cockpit for 
proxy wars 


Is Jordan becoming like 
Lebanon in the past, a 
place where other 
Middle East powers light 
proxy wars? Last 
weekend in the capita], 
Amman, a gang cut the 
throats of a senior Iraqi 
diplomat, two important 
businessmen, and five 
others. Patrick Cockbum 
explains why Jordan is 
becoming a more 
dangerous place. 


It was as if the killers wanted to 
advertise their savagery. They 
cut the throats of each of their 
eight victims and then stabbed 
them through the heart 
“The stabbing was carried 
out by professional murder- 
ers,” says Doctor Moumirn at 
Had id, director of forensic 
medicine at the police depart- 
ment in Amman, after he 
looked at evidence from die au- 


topsies. 

There were other signs that 
this was not a crime carried out 
by ordinary criminals. The mur- 
derers showed great patience. 

The forensic evidence 
proves that three hours passed 
between their first murder and 
the last as they waited for their 
victims to arrive. The last two 
to die, Hikmat al-Hajou, the 
Iraqi deputy ambassador to 
Jordan and his wife Lafla, may 
have received a caD on their mo- 
bile phone, luring them to the 
house where they were killed. 

It began in the evening last 
Saturday. Sami George. 63, an 
Iraqi businessman along with 


Diotisios Lidafci, 57, his Greek 
girlfriend, was holding an iftar, 
the meal which breaks the fast 
at the end of the day in Ra- 
madan. But before the guests 
could arrive four or five men 
bum in, killing Mr George’s 
Egyptian bodyguard and an 
Egyptian friend. 

The men, speaking Arabic 
with an Iraqi accent, according 
to Ms Udaki, who alone sur- 
vived the evening, tied up and 
gagged their victims. Then they 
waited for Namir Ochi, anoth- 
er Iraqi businessman who lived 
in Lebanon and, like S ami 
George, with whom he often 
stayed, came from Kirkuk, in 
north era Iraq. He had the rep- 
utation of being comfbrtabfy oft 
but the wealthy member of his 
family was his London-based 
brother Nazmi, whose compa- 
nies are worth some $1.2 bn. 

Ms Udaki, who only lived 
because her throat was slashed 
rather than cat, and a knife 
missed her heart, said Mr Ochi 
and the killers “exchanged ac- 
cusations and the Iraqis said he 
owed them large sums of mon- 
ey. 

“Ochi refused their de- 
mands, so they slabbed him and 
attacked ail those present” 

Finally, just before the mur- 
derers departed, Hikmat al- 
Hajou, riie Iraqi deputy 
ambassador, arrived, possibly 
summoned by a phone-call, 
and was killed along with his 
wife. 

The crime, for which nobody 
has been arrested, sent shock- 
waves through Jordan. The 
professional ferocity of the 
killings and the fact that Namir 
Ochi was reported to owe mon- 
ey in Baghdad, argues that the 
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A pro-Saddam rally in Jordan during the Gulf war. King Hussein later broke with Iraq but not all his subjects backed him Photograph: Rex Features 


killers belonged to the Iraqi se- 
curity forces. In 1986 Nasser, an- 
other Ochi brother, was 
executed in Baghdad for al- 
legedly offering a bribe, show- 
ing that the family was 
unpopular with the regime. 

But the killing s have wider 
implications. Suddenly other 
Middle East powers feel free to 
pursue their enemies in Amman 
as they once did in Beirut Last 
September Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu, the Israeli Prime Min- 
ister, sent agents of Mossad, the 
Israeli foreign-intelligence ser- 
vice, to poison Khalid Meshal, 
a leader of Hamas, the militant 
Islamic group, in a street in Am- 
man only a mile from where 


Sami George was killed. 

Jordan has always been one 
of the smaller players in pow- 
er battles in the Middle East 
Sandwiched between Iraq to the 
east and Israel to the west, 
Syria to the north and Saudi 
Arabia to the south, it is weak- 
er than any of its neighbours. It 
was badly damaged by the Gulf 
War when it refused to join the 
anti-Iraq alliance. To return to 
favour in Washington it signed 
a peace treaty with Israel in 1994 
and broke with Iraq the fol- 
lowing year when it gave refuge 
to General Hussein Kamel, the 
chief lieutenant of Saddam 
Hussein who bad fled Baghdad. 

Kirig Hussein had no choice. 


He needed American protec- 
tion and money. He wanted to 
rebuild relations with the Gulf 
Arabs. And. to a degree, his 
strategy has worked. The US 
gives aid worth $225m a year. 
But the treaty with Israel and 
the break with Iraq were nev- 
er popular with ordinary Jor- 
danians. Neither policy has 
paid the dividends expected. 

In December Saddam Hus- 
sein executed four Jordanian 
students who were under arrest 
for smuggling £500 worth of 
goods. His motive was appar- 
ently a wanting to Jordan not 
to interfere in Iraqi internal af- 
fairs. General Whfiq al-Sarn- 
marai, the former head of Iraqi 


military intelligence, says the 
Iraqi leader decided to kill the 
students because his security 
bad intercepted a message from 
the Iraqi opposition in Jordan 
to General laiib al-Sadoon, a 
senior Iraqi general, in Bagh- 
dad. 

Iraqi policy is becoming 
dear, cultivate Jordanian opin- 
ion but snub the King. Imme- 
diately after the IriUmgafSami 
George and the others in Am- 
man President Saddam an- 
nounced he was releasing over 
50 Jordanian prisoners in Iraq. 
Bnt he did so in a deliberately 
Offensive manner. Ignoring re- 
peatedly requests from King 
Hussein for their freedom he 


promised their release instead 
to Leith ShbeQat, an important 
opposition figure. 

So angered was the Jordan- 
ian government at Mr Shbezlafs 
success, after King Hussein was 
rebuffed, that they (fid every- 
thing to prevent him from re- 
turning in t riump h. Jou rnalis ts 

covering his arrival were 
roughed up by the police. Rel- 
atives of the prisoners were told 
to go home. ' 

Sami George and his friends 
may have been killed because 
of a business deal gone wrong, 
but the manner of their death 
may point to a new ferocity in 

the way Iraq in tends to deal with 

Jordan in future. 


The Hashemite Kingdom t of Jor- 
dan Was parr of the TurWsb Em- 
pire but after the Turkish defeat 
in the Rrst Worid VNfarthe ter- 
ritory of Jordan became patt of 
the short-lived Syrian kingdom of 
Kji^|«l(brarKfogofIra*i)- 

ln B20 Faisal was defeated by 
die French, the Syrian mandate 
was given to France and the Bnf- 

race of Transjordan was incorpo- 
rated into Britain* mandate of 
Palestine- KSngAbdufeh, FafaaTs 
brother; was chosen to rate in M. 
In I928amaiy with Britain made 
Ti ai oj ux tan a constitutional mon- 
archy, um3 »46, when a second 
treaty created the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Transjordan. 

Transjortfan opposed the par- 
tition of fblestfoe and joined the 
other Arab nations in fightingthe 
new Israeli state in 1948. By the 
end of the war it occupied a sec- 
tion of West Bank designated by 
the UN for the Arabs. Its name 
was changed to Jordan in 1949, and 
in 1950 fcfonr^annoasd the Wfest 
Bank territory. Abdullah was as- 
sas si nated in SSI. His son Tab! 
rapped fora year but stepped down 
in favour of his son Hussein L 

A split developed within Jor- 
dan ewer the Palestinian problem; 
the Jordanian government claim- 
ed sole guardianship of the Pales- 
tinian Arabs, offering Jordanian 
nationality to any Palestinians in 
I960; but this daim was disput- 
ed by the mutant refugees, who 
established in 1964 the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
Threats from these militants in- 
duced the King to accept the risk 
of war in 1967. although the figfit- 
ing cost Jordan the West Bank. 

Jordan renounced its West 
Bank claims at a 1974 Arab sum- 
mit when it signed the Rabat res- 
olution, which declared the PLO 
sole legitimate representative of 
the Palestinians. In 1988 Jordan an- 
nounced that it was offidafly xev*- 
erfeg aU legal and ad minis t r at i ve 
ties to the West Bank and sir- . 
rendering its daim to die PLO. 

— Fiona 
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TOMORROW IN THE SEVEN-SECTION 
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DRUG WARS 


Revealed: how the West fought 
and lost a 25 -year battle 


PLUS: 

Spring fashion special - the season’s star buys 
for men and women 


Your chance to win one of three brilliant 
‘independent’ holidays 


■ Collect your tokens for cheap flights, a £10 
Conran meal, and a great free travel magazine 
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Sometimes 

its EASIER 
TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU 

DONT LIKE. 
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When you have a problem, it's the 

most natural thing in the worid to want 

to cailt it through with someone. 

Sometimes, though, this creates 
another problem: who's the best person 
to confide ini 

An obvious choice would be a dose 
friend But let's face it. we don’t always 
choose our friends for their amazing 
powers of tact, diplomacy and 
dbereoan. Tefl one person, and you may 

end up telDng the world. 

You may be lucky enough to be able 
» talk to someone in your family Then 
again, you may be one of the large 
number of people who find talking to 
your nearest and dearest agonisingly 
embarrassing. 

A girlfriend or boyfriend? If you can, 
©■eat But sometimes we don’t want to 
expose our weaknesses to those who 
fancy us. 

And sometimes your relationship is 


the very problem you want to discuss. 

That's where The Samaritans can be 
useful We’re more discreet than your 
best mate, well listen as carefully as 
your girlfriend or boyfriend, and we’re as 
sympathetic as your family. WeVe also 
nen-judgemental. unshockaWe. and 
extremely experienced. 

Our national number is 0345 90 90 90, 

and you can e-mail US on 

lo@samaritans.org or visit our 
homepage at wwwAmaritans.org. 
WeVe wafabfe 24 hours a day. every 
day of die year. • 

And you don't have oo be climbing 
up the walls before you call us - any 

kind of problem, big or small, b 1 a good 
enough reason to pick up the phone. 

Call now. You'D find we're 
remarkably easy to a)k ax 


- • 'H -t i 

- ‘V K i 


The Samaritans 
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Dirty crack brigade has a field day as Zippergate transfixes an entire nation 
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For a while it had seemed as if 
Washington had slipped for 
eternity into tedious obscurity, 
with neither news nor relevance 
to interest the rest of the country. 
Now, as David Usbome observes, the 
whole nation — in restaurants, on 
talk-shows, on the Internet - can 
talk about nothing else. ft*s 
Watergate time again. 


Never mind the Superbowl tomorrow. 
Don’t think of starting a discussion about 
led KaczyinsJd, who is to plead guilty to 
his string of mag-bombing charges. He goes 
by the name of the Unabomber. But tha t 
epithet has morphed in recent hours and 
is being applied instead to Bill C Kntrm; Pres- 
ident Una banger. 

Credit for chat goes to Jay Leno. the tele- 
vision host and comic. And there are 
more. This is “Zippergate" and the potential 
for ribaldry is almost endless. “Looks like 
President Busy-Pants has been at it again,” 


offered Craig Kiiibora on Comedy Central 
Thursday night. Ear-wig on any conversa- 
tion in the US today and the betting is the 
topic will be the Res iden t and Mo>nica 
Lewinsky Jn the past 24 hours this corre- 
spondent has listened in on others talking 
in an plane, on a train and in a restaurant. 
And everyone, it seems, assum es-’ the 
charges are true. 

TTie swirl is inescapable, lelevtsto/a net- 
works that spent entire budgets sending fa- 
mous news-anchors to Cuba for the .Pope 
have had to haul them back to steward cov- 


erage of the crisis. Aitd these are busy peo- 
ple. Most networks have been clearing even 
their primetime menus of comedies and sit- 
coms for news and analysis. 

While pundits repeated that these are 
allegations, not facts, private conversations 
are far less restrained. The twists and turns 
of what may have happened, what may be 
wrong with the President's mind, what he 
may have done exactly with Ms Lewinsky 
are surreal in their scope. Especially tan- 
talising; a report that Ms Lewinsky has spo- 
ken of having a ‘‘particular type of sex” with 


the President- What type could that be ex- 
actly? Was it oral sex, as the President is 
alleged to have suggested to Paula Jones? 
Is it possible his denial of having had an 
“improper relationship” is somehow 
premised on a belief on his part that oral 
sex is not real sex and therefore does not 
count as adultery? 

And what about the latest nugget on 
the Drudge Report, an Internet website that 
helped propel the scandal into the public 
sphere and which specialises in complete- 
ly unproven filth? This is that Ms Lewin- 
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White House 
struck dumb as 
crisis deepens 






It may look as if the White House 
is gambling that keeping the 
President away from the cameras 
wifi make the Lewinsky scandal go 
away. But, as Dowd Usbome in 
Washington wagers, the truth is 
quite the opposite. They know the 
crisis is only deepening and they 
are in a panic about how to 
confront it. 


His presidency and place in history in 
jeopardy. Bill Clinton failed to come be- 
fore the American voters yesterday to offer 
a fresh explanation about the sexdaims that 
have crashed around him as his advisers in 
the White House desperately squabbled 
about his best course of action. 

There was no sign, meanwhile, of any 
let-up in the explosive crisis that has grown 
out of allegations that tbs President had sex- 
ual relations with a White House intern. 
Monica Lewinsky, in 1995 when she was 
only 21, and that he may have committed 
perjury and attempted to suborn Ms 
Lewinsky to commit perjury. 

With the atmosphere in the White 
House already balanced somewhere be- 
tween political paralysis and outright panic, 
it found itself served with sweeping sub- 
poenas yesterday by the special prosecu- 


Jones team is 
now unearthing 
others Clinton 
may have had 
sex with* 


tor, Kenneth Starr, who has been 
investigating alleged improprieties by the 
President since 1994. 

Meanwhile, Washington positively re- 
verberated with the possible prospect - 
though probably still a distant one - of a 
presidential resignation or impeachment. 
One senior administration official was 
heard to observe of the charges: “If true, 
it IwQi cost (Hinton the presidency. At a 
m inim um , it will be disruptive for at least 
a-year and make it a lot harder to push 
through our policies.” 

. Under intense pressure from his polit- 
ical advisors to offer a new and compre- 
hensive denial of the allegations, Mr 
Cliraon is now fac ing the deadline of his 
annual State of the Union address to 
Congress on TUesday. It seems ineonceiv- 
afalethat the address can be delayed as has 
bear suggested in some quarters in Wash- 


But wink some in die White House ar- 
gue that Mr Clinton’s earlier attempts to 
rikfniBy the allegations in brief interviews 
ot Wednesday failed and that he most try 
again wfth either a press conference or fresh 


interviews before Tuesday's address, his 
legal advisors are pressing him to wait Their 
concern, apparently, is that the White 
House still has not got its own facts str aigh t 
in a way that would be convincing. 

Mr Clinton for the first time discussed 
the crisis with his cabinet, ostensibly 
summoned to discuss the contents of the 
State of the Union speech. Madeleine 
Albright, the Secretary of State, said af- 
terwards: “He started our by saying rhar the 
allegations are untrue and that we should 
stay focused on our jobs and that every thing 
will be fine.” 

Yesterday was notable also hy somethin g 
else that did not happen: a deposition by 
Ms Lewinski to lawyers representing Paula 
Jones, whose own lawsuit against the Pres- 
ident is to go to trial in May, was postponed 
by an Arkansas judge. There had been huge 
anticipation ahead of the deposition, first 
planned for yesterday, to see if Ms 
Lewinsky decides to take advantage of her 
Fifth Amendment right not to answer 
questions. 

At issue is the suspicion that Ms Lewin- 
ski will feel obliged to contradict an earli- 
er affidavit given to Ms Jones’ team in which 
she denied having had sexual relations w ith 
Mr Clinton. 

Tapes now in the possession of the spe- 
cial prosecutor Starr allegedly contain 
conversations between Ms Lewinsky and 
a friend and former colleague, Linda 
Tripp, in which Lewinski discusses having 
had such relations. 

Ms Lewinsky, who faces possible crim- 
inal charges for perjury, reportedly said in 
her affidavit: “I have the utmost respect for 
the President, who always behaved appro- 
priately in my presence. I have never had 
a sexual relationship with the President." 

Mr Clinton is believed similarly to have 
denied having had sex with Ms Lewinsky 
when he was asked about her during his own 
five-hour deposition to lawyers of Ms 
Jones last Saturday. It is that which may 
open him to perjury charges. Mr Starr is 
also pursuing suspicions that the President 
and his close friend, Vernon Jordan, may 
have leaned on Ms Lewinsky to lie in her 
own deposition. 

The lawyer representing Ms Lewinsky 
lashed out at Mr Starr, saying that he was 
unethically targeting his dient He also sug- 
gested that Mr Starr was resisting giving 
Ms Lewinsky the protection of immunity 
from criminal charges if she comes forward 
to corroborate the allegations. 

“She has been targeted. She is a target." 
attorney William Ginsburg said yesterday. 
In what could become an important issue 
in any trial, Mr Ginsburg also raised ques- 
tions about the legality of Mr Starr’s in- 
vestigative tactics, in particular his decision 
to wire Ms Tripp for one more conversa- 
tion she had with Lewinsky in a Washing- 
ton area hotel a week ago. 

Meanwhile, the President faces still 
worse peril from a team of investigators dis- 
patched by the Jones team to try to unearth 
other women who may have been sexual- 
ly involved with the President. 

Jones' lawyers have reportedly served 
a subpoena on the widow of Lany 
Lawrence, the former United States am- 
bassador to Switzerland who achieved 
posthumous notoriety when he was recently 
^in terred from the Arlington military 
cemetery after h was found he did not qual- 
ify as a military hero. 
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Muslim protesters burning an raffigy of President Clinton In Karachi yesterday. They were calling for a holy war to 
force Israel out of Jerusalem arid the West Bank Photograph: Aamir Qureshi/AFP 


sky is in possession of an item of dothing 
with Mr Clinton’s semen on it. Where will 
this end? 

One Leno monologue began: “So this 
is Day IWo of Jaflbait-gate for President, 
or, as they're calling him now, the Una- 
bangcr. After five years of invest ig a t in g and 
535m, Kenneth Starr has found the smok- 
ing gun, and it’s apparently in President 
Clinton's pants.” Only one thing is dark- 
ening the mood of the late-night script-writ- 
ers: the prospect of a Gore president. 
Where would be the fun in that? 


Now there’s 
an . idea: let’s 
start a war 


The film was one of the most popu- 
lar of this last Christmas season: a com- 
edy scarring Dustin Hoffman and 
Robert De Niro about a White House 
under siege because of leaks surfacing 
in the nation's newspapers about al- 
leged improprieties committed by the 
President. Called Wag the Dog, it was 
pretty funny. 

Funny in the cinemas, but now a 
little more than that. While the film 
retained an edge of reality, the plot 
stretched the bounds of plausibility. Or 
so we thought. Anyone who has seen 
Wag the Dog can only ponder the un- 
canny parallels between its fiction 
and the Jess- than -comedic reality now 
before us. 

The movie, which will be hitting 
British screens shortly, rests on one 
joke. The President has been caught 
having sex with a teenage girl in the 
Oval Office and the White House turns 
to trouble-shooter De Niro to fix 
things. Hus is his wheeze: manufacture 
a phony war to distract media 
attention. 

' The war, De Niro decides, will be 
against Albania. It is created from 
nothing with the help of a Hollywood 
director, Hoffman, who directs fabri- 
cated scenes from burning Balkan vil- 
lages actually shot in a studio in 
Burbank. The footage is fed to die tele- 
vision networks who obligingly fall for 
die ruse. 

Cut to reality. So far there have 
been no bulletins about Albania from 
the White House. But President Clin- 
ton, as it happens, does have a conflict 
on the stocks, ready to roll. That, of 
course, would be the bombing of Iraq. 
Rest assured, if Clinton strikes Iraq, 
the cry will go out: he is doing a 
De Niro, trying to deflect attention 
from shenanigans that allegedy oc- 
curred if not in the Oval Office then 
just outside iL 

According to Simon Halls, a pub- 
licist for the film Whg die Dogi“Yve got 
four pages of calls wanting some kind 
of comment on life imitating art.” And 
no wonder. i 

David Usbome 


No way out as spectre 
looms over Union address 


| Virgin MegaSavers. 


When America began, it was ho 
big deal. The President, reads 
Section Three of Article Two of 
the Constitution, “shall from 
time to time give to the Con- 
gress information of the staler of 
the Union." What would 13ill 
Clinton give for the latitude 
open to the Founding Faihe rs? 

In those days, presidents 
could, and did. send a written 
message to Capitol Hill, with- 
out appearing. Nor at first ’was 
it an annual event. Today, the 
State of tbe Union, normally de- 
livered on the final lhesda y of 
January, is the equivalent of the 
State Opening of Parliamen L It 
takes place in the evens ng, 


broadcast live on the same ma- 
jor networks which no longer 
deign to carry mere presiden- 
tial news conferences (unless of 
course a Monica Lewinsky hap- 
pens along). 

At nine o'clock, the Presi- 
dent arrives at the House of 
Representatives, packed with 
Cabinet members. Congress- 
men and Senators and members 
of the diplomatic corps. Behind 
him on the rostrum sit the 
Vice-President and the Speak- 
er. who formally introduces the 
President. 

“The President of the Unit- 
ed States," bellows the House 
Sargeant at Arms. Ancient en- 


mities are briefly forgotten. 

In normal times. Mr Clinton 
would make his way slowly 
down the aisle into tbe pit of the 
chamber, grinning, glad-hand- 
ing and exchanging greetings 
with Democrats and Republi- 
cans alike. 

But this year? For a Resi- 
dent enmeshed in the worst 
scandal of his career, his speed] 
threatens to be excruciating. 
Plans and policy, budget sur- 
pluses, Saddam Hussein? For- 
get iL Mr Clinton will be on the 
rostrum. But peering over his 
shoulder will be the spectre of 
Monica Lewinsky. 

— Rupert Cornwell 
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Vice President stays loyal, but could 
soon find himself promoted 
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Consider, in all of this, the 
plight of one A1 Gore. How 
does he behave as the Lewin- 
sky scandal envelops his Presi- 
dent? His tad: must be to show 
loyalty to his senior partner in 
White House. But at the same 
time, he must know this: peo- 
ple are gossiping already about 
a Gore presidency. 

For the first 36 hours after 
tbe storm first broke in Wednes- 
day morning's newspapers, the 
Vice President offered no re- 
sponse. Indeed, on that same 
day, he stuck to his schedule and 
i appeared at an event to com- 
1 memorate the 15th anniver- 
sary of the Roc v Wide 
Supreme Court decision on 
abortion. He delivered bis 


speech, in characteristic wood- 
en fashion, without su much as 
a nod to tbe tempest outside. 

He cannot have avoided 
hearing the titters in the audi- 
ence, however, on liis intro- 
duction to the podium. “He has 
taken the time today, out of an 
enormously busy schedule." the 
speaker began. “I mean Arafat's 
in town. Netanyahu ... and a few 
other things." 

It is not as if Mr Gore has 
not had sufficient on-the-job 
training. Indeed, his crash 
course came before the 1992 
election, when the Clinton- 
Gore campaign nearly became 
derailed by Gennifeir Flowers' 
adultery allegations. Since then, 
he has perfected the an of loy- 


alty-while-lyiog-low through 
Whitewater, Vince Foster. Web 
Hubbel, Paula Jones. There 
has been almost no let-up. 

Finally, in a pre-arranged in- 
terview with a group of news- 
paper columnists, the fruit of 
which was published yesterday, 
the Vice President did address 
the crisis. And, so far. he is 
standing by his man. Indeed, be 
has been more or less alone in 
Washington voluntarily to break 
cover on Clinton's behalf. 

“The President has denied 
the charges, and I believe it," Mr 
Gore told the scribes gathered 
in his White House office. “He 
has said he will co-operate fol- 
ly with the independent 
counsel. And you will see that 


that is exactly what he does". 

Poignantly. Mr Gore added: 
“Beyond that, he is not only the 
President of the country, be is 
my friend”. Mr Clinton, he 
said, has been able to “maintain 
his focus on the agenda he has 
been pursuing on behalf of the 
American people”. 

Otherwise, Mr Gore is con- 
spicuously absent from tbe spot- 
light Aides and friends are 
also staying quiet dedining to 
answer media inquiries. And afl 
of this while lawmakers in Con- 
gress, Republicans certainly 
and even some Democrats, are . 
openly talking about a future 
with President Ai Gore and 
First Lady Upper. 

— David Usbome 
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Apartheid leader makes the most of his day in court 


After months of defying 
the Truth and 
Reconciliation 
Commission, PW Botha, 
former South African 
president, found himself 
in court yesterday. 

Mary Braid watched in 
vain for a glimmer 
of repentance. 


In Georg, an Afrikaner strong- 
hold on the south-east coast the 
years seemed to melt away. 
The razor wire was rolled out 
and black protesters were mon- 
itored by helicopters buzzing 
overhead 

The extras then were relics 
of another time and place. The 
same applied to the star of the 
show. PW Botha. 82, custodian 
of apartheid during some of its 
bloodiest years, seemed to have 


been kept on ice for the decade 
since he was elbowed from 
power. 

Charged with contempt for 
ignoring subpoenas to attend a 
hearing of the TRC, the body 
charged with laying bare the 
atrocities of the past, the old 
man emerged from his BMW 
with Reinette Naude, his new fi- 
ancee, half his age; the same old 
didactic, inflexible Botha. 

The hearing was over quick- 


ly; postponed for plea until 
next month. 

The magistrate was black. 
Mr Botha insisted he did not 
mind; had he not once played 
with little black boys? Bui that 
he should judge the old op- 
pressor has its ironies and was 
evidence at least of South 
Africa’s profound change. 

But change seemed to have 
passed Mr Botha by. Expected 
to keep his head down and bis 


mouth shut, the former presi- 
dent surprised with a rare 40- 
minute political speech in which 
he defended apartheid as mere 
“good neigbbourliness”. When 
sniggers spread across the court 
he demanded: “Who laughed?” 

Outside the court, the ban- 
ners listed the names of 
apartheid's victims and warned 
there could be “No reconcilia- 
tion without Truth”. “He nev- 
er thought it would come to 


this," said one protester. “But 
be cannot ignore the TRC. He 

has answers and we want them.'’ 

But inside it was vintage 

rhetoric -Mr Botha argrnng with 

reporters that he tried to save 
South Africa from the “Com- 
munist onslaught” and thanking 
former soldiers and policemen 

- including three former gen- 
erals who turned up to protect 
him from the TRC “witchhunt” 

- who had joined him in the 


fight “I tried to protect our fa- 
therland,” bellowed Mr Botha. 
“Is that the same fatherland as 
mine?” said a young black ANC 

supporter at the bade ■ 

Mr Botha said the TRC 
wanted humiliation not infor- 
mation. He had nothing to 
apologise for. He said he andtos 
people were under attack. The 
Afrikaner tiger he warned was 
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him. The Afrikaner tiger must 
have been otherwise engaged 
yesterday. Ontya tfoy group of 
odds and sods showed- 
While South Africa argued 
yesterday about' the njerits'ttf 
pursuing the ex-president -the 
rere could well extend beyond. . 
the life of the TRC - one thing 
was certain. Mr Botha loved it 
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awakening auu 

if the TRC continued to pursue 


days seemed to put the spring 
bade in the old dictator’s-step. 


French love 
and hate the 
mobile 


The French were slow to catch 
on to the global craze for the 
mobile telephone. But they are 
catching up rapidly — and loudly. 
So much so, John Lichfield writes 
from Paris, that a majority of 
French people want them banned 
in public places. 


The time is early evening, the scene is a 
TGV leaving Lyons for Paris. A prosper- 
ous-looking business man calls his wife on 
his mobile phone. “Sorry, ch£rie,” he an- 
nounces to the whole carriage. “The 
meeting is running late. I have to slay in 
Lyons LonighL” 

A minute later be dials a different num- 
ber. “Ch^rie?” he says, equally loudly. 
“Everything is fixed. My wife thinks I am 
in Lyons. I will meet you tonight at (such 
and such a restaurant)...” 

The anecdote, recounted recently in a 
French magazine, proves that the mobile 
phone is adaptable to any culture. For a 
long time, it seemed, that France would 
resist the global temptation to be per- 
manently in touch with the rest of the 
world. But the country is now falling for 
the mobile in a big way. there were 
862.000 new subscriptions last month 
alone, many of them Christmas presents. 
The phone operating companies forecast 
that the number of users will double by 
the end of this year to 10,000,000. 

Atrocity stories abound. One of the 
most terrifying sights in Paris is to see care 
hurtling into the automotive jaeuzzi at the 
Etoile while their drivers chat on the 
phone. A university professor complained 
recently that he bad been interrupted 37 
times by mobile beeps during an hour-long 
lecture. Charles Aznavour broke off in 
mid-song at a concert at the Olympia in 
November to plead with a member of the 
audience to answer his phone. 

A number of fashionable Parisian 
restaurants, notably the Brasserie Lipp at 
St Germain des PnSs, have banned mobiles 
completely. At another restaurant, the Flo- 
ralie, near the Bourse, the proprietor has 
resorted to blowing a whistle when the 
sound of the beeping, and the disembod- 



The grisly currency 
traded between Israel 
and its enemies 


Lebanon’s body bazaar - the 
const a nt bargaining between 
guerrillas and the Israeli army for 
the exchange of each other’s 
corpses - has reached a gruesome 
stage. As our Middle East 
Correspondent reports from 
Tyre, the Israelis - anxious to 
retrieve the remains of a soldier 
killed in an ambush last year - are 
leaving the foodies of dead 
guerrillas unburied in the 
no-man’s land of southern 


bush later in September last year, an eat-. 

ception was made to IsraeTs rule and has botfy 
was recovered, filmed on a mortuary slab 
and then buried along with the other guer- 
rillas in the cemetery at Gadot on the oc- 
cupied Golan Heights. Recent reports, 
however, say that - fearing the body might 
be stolen by HtzboCah sympathisers - the' 
have reburied it at a secret location. 
For his part, Sayed Nasrallah, who in-. , 
sisted that he be sent congratulations 
rather than condolenceson the death of his 

guerrilla son, announced that he was not in- 
terested in the return of his sorfs body. The 

youth had gone to Paradise, he said, so his 


Lebanon. 


Trunk calk A man on his phone beneath an underwear poster at the International Lingerie Show in Paris Photograph: AP 


Amid the rodcs of the Mfodi Selouki lie three 
Htmri men. Rajeh Aidi, Samer Balluli and 
S ale-h al-Jadaa have been there since 24 Oc- 
tober, the day when their Islamic Jihad guer- 
rilla operation against Israeli occupation 

troops went fatally wrong. All three - Aidi 
was Lebanese, the other two Palestinian - 
were shot dead in a gun battle and within 
hours, the United Nations and the In- 
ternational Red Cross asked the Israelis for 
permission to retrieve the bodies for bur- 
ial 

Despite repeated requests, the UN 
says it never even received a reply. The Red 
Cross confirms it was refused permission 
to collect the corpses for “security” reasons. 
A month later, six more Shia guerrillas - 
two from Hizbollah and four from Amal 
- were killed by the Israelis near lair Hafa. 
Their bodies, too, were allowed to lie an- 
buried for days, prey to the wild boars and 
dogs that move in packs through the 
ravines of southern Lebanon. 


news for dw Israelis who had previously bar- 
gained for their own dead soldiers with the 
bodies of their enemies. With the Hizbok- 
lah wanting live prisoners rather than dead 
guerrillas in exchange for Israel’s miss i ng 
soldiers, the equation had been changed. 

In reality, the precedent had been set 
last summer when the head of the German 
intelligence service arranged for the remains 
of two dead Israelis to be exchanged for 1 12 
Hizbollah bodies and 45 guerrilla prison- 
ers; many of the latter had spent years with- 


BY ROBERT 
FISK 


out trial in Khiam prison, lb add further 
presure for the return of their soldier killed 
in last September s ambush, die Israels end- 
ed all International Red Cross visits to Khi- 
am and banned further family visits to the 


ied conversations, becomes unbearable. At 
Cbez Bibi, also close to the Bourse, the 
proprietor received a call from a man tit- 
ting at one of his tables, complaining that 
he was still waiting for his food. 

An opinion poll for the newspaper Le 
Parisian has revealed that a majority of 
French people would like to see a ban on 
the use of mobile phones in public places, 
similar to the existing law restricting 
smoking. Of those polled. 87 percent want- 
ed the mobile to be banned in theatres and 


cinemas. 81 per cent in restaurants. 74 per 
cent at sporting events, 66 per cent in pub- 
lic transport and 64 per cent in care. 

Curiously, the belated conversion of the 
French to the mobile phone - there are 
still only half as many in circulation as in 
Britain, a quarter of the density in the 
Scandinavian countries - is a case of his- 
tory repeating itself. Until the early 1980s, 
France bad the lowest proportion of fixed 
phones of any developed country. This was 
a case of the French love of conversation 


struggling against the French worship of 
privacy. Only 75 per cent of households 
had a phone in 1983; the figure has now 
risen to 94 per cent. 

The resistance to the mobile has been 
dissolved more rapidly, partly because of 
a price-war between operators which has 
brought the cost crashing down. Early leg- 
islation to curb the mobile seems unlike- 
ly. If France follows the pattern of other 
countries, behaviour should improve once 
the first flush of novelty wears away. 


No one in southern Lebanon - least of. jail - where some of the inmates have spent 


ss« 
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Army keeps peace in Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwean troops maintained 
their vigil in the rock-strewn 
streets of Harare yesterday and 
some schools and factories re- 
mained sbut after violent food 
riots earlier this week. 

Police, who reported on 
Thursday that three people had 


died in the protests on Monday 
and Tuesday, said six people had 
been killed. 

Some 1.275 people, includ- 
ing khe a man alleged to have 
organised this week's protests, 
haw been arrested. 

— Reuters, Harare 


all the UN - has much doubt about what 
lies behind this grisly new practice. On 5 
September last year, a Lebanese double- 
agent lured Israeli troops into a Hizbollah 
ambush in which 12 Israeli soldiers were 
IriDed. The remains of one of them -a bead 
and some limbs - were left at the scene and 
later displayed by the Hizbollah. Israel de- 
manded their return and the Hizbollah 
agreed - but only if Israel freed a series of 
important Lebanese Shia prisoners held in- 
side Israel and at the Khiam prison in the 
Israeli occupation zone where torture is reg- 
ularty practised. 

Israel refused the deaL And from then 
on, guerrillas who fell in no-man’s land were 
left to rot. At lair Hafa, Israeli troops did 
- much later in November - remove the six 
corpses, but only after they bad been prey 
to wOd animals. Israel already has a ceme- 
tery packed with more than 300 Palestinian 
and Hizbollah corpses, each neatly buried 
and identified in preparation for future body 
exchanges between Israel and its enemies. 
When the son of Sayed Hassan Nasrallah, 
the Hizbollah leader, was killed in an am- 


ahnost half their lives behind bars. 

As if to make the grim soukh of death 
even grimmer, Lebanese guerrillas are 
themselves believed to maintain a secret 
cemetery of their enemy dead. There is a 
widespread belief in Lebanon that the bod- 
ies of three Israeli soldiers who disappeared 
during a tank battle in the Bekaa \fclky may 
be buried here. And somewhere in the 
Bekaa lies the grave of British freelance 
journalist AJec Collet - on assignment for 
the UN - who was taken hostage on the 
outskirts of Beirut in 1985; his kidnappers 
later released a video Much showed what 
appeared to be bis corpse hanging from a 
noose. 

Although it has never been reported, the 
UN made two attempts to recover Collet’s 
body in 1995. Ax the first site, in a field near 

the village of Mazraa al-Foukhar, three IJN 
officials dug for the grave; they found bones 
- but they were laier identified as those of 
a goat Lebanon, it seems, keeps its secrets 
well: somewhere in this tiny country also 
lie the graves of some 22,000 Lebanese civ- 
il war kidnap victims, not one of whom has 
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Indonesia budget 
fails to halt sllide 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR TRAVEL INSURANCE. 


The Indonesian government 
continued to flail helplessly in 
the face of economic melt- 
down, as a new budget an- 
nounced yesterday failed to 
stop - or even to slow - the 
downward slide of its curren- 
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In Jakarta, the rupiah fell 
to 13.500 to the US dollar, 
down from 12,000 the previ- 
ous afternoon, the fourth day 
in succession on which it has 
sunk to an a record low. 

Indonesian money has lost 
dose to nine-tenths of Us val- 
ue in six months, placing an 
unbearable burden on com- 
panies which have debts in 
foreign currencies. 

Many independent ana- 
lysts believe that most In- 
donesian companies, unable 
to match their rising loan re- 
payments. are technically 
bankrupt. 

The government’s inabili- 
ty to influence the situation 
was emphasised when the an- 
nouncement of a new budget 
did nothing to calm the cur- 
rency markets. 

A fortnight ago President 
Suharto provoked derision 
among international investors 


with an original budget which 
predicted economic growth 
as high as 4 per cent, inflation 
as low as 9 per cent and an ex- 
change rate of 4,000 rupiah to 
the dollar. 

Those targets were revised 
under pressure from the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund, 
which has promised $43bn 
(£27bn) to bail out the In- 
donesian jsconoray. 

The finance minister, 
Marie Muhammad, predicted 
zero cconpmic growth in the 
financial ;year for 1998 to 
1999, an ihflation rate of 20 
per cent and an average ru- 
piah rate of 5.000 to the dol- j 
lar, all figures which have 
been approved by the IMF. 

The Currency markets 
seem to have completely lost 
confidence in President 
Suharto's regime, and a series 
of hopeful economic mea- 
sures have failed to remedy 
the crisis. There was another 
protest in Jakarta by a group 
of demonstrators calling for 
President Suharto to reverse 
bis decision to begin a seventh 
term in office in March. 

— Richard Lloyd Parry 
Malang 
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AUSTRALIA - A Natural Attraction 


Two weeks in a tropical paradise for £995 
Departures February 1 - J une 29 & September 30 - December 1 *98 

A bofidaymCairi^gstevray to tropic^ norm Qoeeasland, 

°® 2rs 881 mnrivaDed opportunity to experience some of the - 

Aiaent rain r<xess_va» sanly beaches swept by warn ocean rollas_plackj 
nghmg nves. tumbfag watefaBs and, mjgimeg erf all, tte Great Barrier 


lto Rail* area cfAnsnatoc&is un^xftpleasnnam cot^mxiicnw* sophao- 

cacd t ottria forifeks. You stay for 14 mgfatt at the sapoto Ctatal Saadi Ream, 
bowing OT ID Trinity Seaduwtxre a wekxxnkig bcufe of AustrafianT^ 

bly" awass ycur arrival. Just 15 msUes drive noth of Gams. the Coal Sands fe‘ 
built around a lagoon style swimming pool in lash tropical gardens. 
Aoconraocfation s in inuriocB arcootftiaoBd aprtoEnte wall op ta three bed, 
loams. AD have hdoooiea or (maces, a folly equipped ktatamind up r> two bath- 
rooms. 


Included in the price of only £995 
B 14 nights' accommodation in a self-catering 
apartment 

* Scheduled nights id Calms via Tokyo 

* Free stopover in a first class hotel m Tokyo On 
your return flight 

* Return transfer* in Cairns 


Beco 2 isew inxaxnfortaide scheduled flights cf Japan Airlines, 
you can, if you extend your stay in Aiestnfic beyond 14 


| SEND TO: The l adtpea d cat, Austria Break, MntaryBflMays, ~il 


Complete the coupon In block capitals and sod 
to: The Independent, Australia Break, Mercury 
Holidays, The BG1I, Crsnfarook, Kent TN 17 3ST. 
Or cafl the HOLIDAY BROCHURE HOTLINE 
ON 01580 715333 sod quote refilNAUSS 
(Z4hrs answtrpbooe). 

TWs boflttey is operated by Mercury BoBdays. 
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Incredible flight offer: Book your flight today 


easy Jet 


If you’ve collected the 12 tokens from The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday you can now call io book your chosen 
flights. From 12 noon today, easyJet open their phone lines to 
take bookings for The Independent easyJet offer. 

There are 50,000 flights available and you ran fly from be- 
tween 21 February and 4 September 1998. 

Printed today you will find details of prices and timetables 
to help you book. There are 2 timetables - one for travel be- 
tween 21 February and 28 March {Band A), and one for travel 
between 29 March and 4 September (Band B and C). The 
price grid indicates the cost in each of the three bands. 

If you travel within Band A, then simply add the outbound 
and inbound prices together to get your return fare. If you 
travel from 29 March then the prices are divided into off-peak 
(Band B) and peak (Band C). 

If you want to travel off peak then use the hints in the grid 
to advise you of the best times to fly. One leg of your journey 
may be charged at an off peak rate and Lhe other at a peak 
rate. In this case you simply add the peak rate to the off peak 
rate to get to your total fare. 

The outbound and inbound prices are different This is be- 
cause local airport taxes, which differ, are included in each 
fare. 

BOOKING NUMBER; 0870 9092929 

How To Book 

• Check when and where you want to fly. Check the 
timetables and price grid. 

• With one set of 12 tokens, up to five people can make 
one return journey when travelling together. If you wish, 
you can apply twice for our offer, but each application 
must be accompanied by 12 differently numbered tokens. 

• You must book at least 3 weeks before you want to fly. 

• To book your flight use the special hotline printed today, 
bookings for this offer will not be taken on any other 
number. Bookings can be taken between 24 January and 
5 February 1998 between 6pm and 1 1pm weekdays and 
between 12 noon and 10pm on Saturdays and Sundays. 

• If all easyJet operators are busy and the queue is full then 
you will hear a recorded message and should replace the 
phone and try again later. Please note that you will be 
charged at normal national call rates. 

• Have all your details at hand to make your call as quick 
and easy as possible. 

• Bookings can only be taken by Visa, Mastercard, Amex, 
Delta or Switch. No cash or cheques will be accepted. 

• Tb avoid disappointment, have some alternative travel 
dates and destinations in mind. (Weekend flights will be 
very popular). 

• There are 50,000 flights to be sold and although the lines 
will be busy, you have until 5 February 1998 to book. 

• Keep hold of your 12 tokens - you will need them to 
claim your tickets when you arrive at the airport. 

For further details call the Independent easyJet information 
line on 0870 6060737. 


You can use this collector coupon to keep your twelve dif- 
ferentiy numbered tokens. Keep it safe as you will need the -i-'-. w w 

tokens when you check in for your flight at the airport. 
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Name Address 


Token |; Token ;j Token j 


Token 


II 


;; Token 


jj Token 


Token 


II II 

11 Token 

II 
II 
II 
II 

,JI 

“IT 

II II 

II II 

II II 


I! Token ! 


Token !! Token I! Token ! 


Destinations and single 
flight prices including tax 

BAND A BAND B BAND C 

MARCH 29 -SEPT 4 MARCH 29 - SEPT 4 
FEB 21 - MARCH 28 OFF-PEAK 

DESTINATION Outtandg) ttoundfl Oufcoundfl tnbcundff) Outaxndg) hboundfl 


Barcelona 


Palma 


Nice* 


Geneva 


Edinburgh 


Aberdeen 


Glasgow 


Inverness 



155»5BiiSllI 


44.50 34.50 


39.5 


22.00 15.20 




“Prices from London Luzon and Liverpool are the same. 

To calculate the return price add the outbound and in- 
bound feres together. 

Rights between 29 March and 4 September have different prices for peak and 
off-peak travel. If you want to travel off-peak, choose to travel at less popular 
times. This guide will help. 


OFF-PEAK TIME ADVICE GUIDE 


There are only very few off peak flights in July and August. 

Weekend flights will be very popular — be prepared to take alternative mid week 
flights. 

If offer fares are not available at a particular time, a normal priced seat can be 
boqght in conjunction with an offer sear. 

There are no off-peak sears available on popular Rights such as bank 
holiday weekends. 

Here^s more specific advice for more popular destinations 

Barcelona: There are no off-peak flights in July or August. 

Palma: July and August are especially popular. 

Nice: Off-peak travel is only available in Aprl 

Geneva: Saturday travel before Easter is esperialy popular. 

Inverness: There is no off-peak travel in August. 

Exclusions: You cannot fly with our offer during these times: 

All destinations: 9-W April; 1-4 May: 22-25 May; 28-31 August. 
Liverpool-Nice: 2-4 March. 20-23 May; M June. 

Nice-Uverpoot 4-6 Phrch; 25-26 May; 16 June. 

London Luion-bfice: 3-4 March; 20-23 May; 0-14 June. 

Nice-London Luton; 24-26 May; 16 June. 

London Luton-Ednburgh: 21-22 March. 

Edinburgh- London Luton: 22-23 March. 

London Luton-Barcelona: 7-10 May 
Baroekxia-London Luton: 10— ll May. 

You cannot travel on flights scheduled to depart after 2pm on Fridays 
and Sundays. 


. ; BANDA: FEBRUARY 21 - MARCH 28 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


LONDON LUTON 
-ABERDEEN 
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L Tb qualify to apply for Sights tm- 
derthis promotion readers most cal- 
fect 12 differently numbered tokens 
from those printed io Tbe Indepen- 
dent and the Independent on Sun- 
day 

2. There are 50,000 seals available 

and they win be sold on a first come 
first served basis. Bookings are 
made subject to availability. 

3- Neither EasyJet or Newspaper 
Ptflfc hing pie can be held respon- 
se for callers who cannot get 
through to tbe booldng line. 

4- ."B4tn holders aged 18 and over 
Me entitled to purchase return fligb 15 
for up to 5 people in one booking 
wkh one compete set of tokens for 
rae oq qualifying EasyJet flight 
defy.' Fin'll return fligh t from erther 
Utodon Luton or Liverpool repre- 
sents a booking and there is a m®- 

. Bmmof2bookingsperperaan. Each 

■ jsfl> booking requires a complete set of 

" ( 


tokens. Applications for more than 

I person are valid only wben they are 

travelling at the same time, from the 
airport to the same destination 
and .where applicable, returning on 
the same flight- 

5. passenger? under 16 must be ac- 
^jpqjanicd by an aduh. Infentsagpd 
23 months or leffi - detennmed ty the 
age on the dale of trawl -can trav- 
el free of charge on condition thai 

they share tbe same seat of travel as 

the adult accompanying them. Only 
one infant may accompany each 
adult- 

6. Passengers are responsible for ob- 
taining, and possessing (if appro- 
priate) valid passports, visas and 
nrflinmc** It is strongly recom- 
mended that passengers take out in- 
surance. AD passergeis travelling Ofl 
international flights most have a valid 
10 year passport and accessary visas. 
AD passengers travelling on domes- 


tic flights must have valid identifi- 
cation e.g, passport, driving licence 
or credit card. 

7. A fully completed collector form 
with J 2 differently numbered tokens 
does not represent an entitlement to 
travel on a specific route on a spe- 
cific date. 

& rfrpwu-ir forms and tokens arc non 
transferable, have no cash value 
and must he surrendered when 
in for the initial flight. All 
bookings issued are non transferable 
and non refundable. 

9. This offer cannot be used in con- 
junction with any other offer. 

10. One special telephone booking 
number wUJ be primed in The In- 
dependent on Saturday 24 January 
1998, and repeated on Sunday 25. 
Monday 26 and Tuesday 27 January. 
You can only book flights using this 
number. Please do not call easyJet 
on any other number or Newspaper 


Publishing pie us your booking will 
not be accepted. 

11. Bookings, for flighLs will only be 
taken by phone between 24 January 
and 5 February 1908 inclusive. Book- 
ings will only be taken between opm 
and 1 1pm Monday -Friday and be- 
tween 12 noon and 10pm on Satur- 
days and Sundays during this period. 

12. Calls will be charged at the na- 
tional call rate. 

13. All outward and return trawl 
must be taken between 21 February 
and 4 September 1998 inclusive sub- 
ject tu the exclusions listed in con- 
dition 14 below. 

14. The excluded periods for condi- 
tion 13are:- 

tal Travel on Fridays and Sundays 
scheduled to commence after 
2.00pm. 

(bl Travel between 9-14 April. 1-4 
May. 22-25 May. 2X-JI August, 
ic/ Travel fn tin Liverpool - Nice 2- 
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4 March. 20-23 May, 14 June. Nice 
tn Liverpool on 4-6 March, 25-26 
May, 16 June. London Lulon - Nice 
>4 March. 20-23 May. 13-14 June. 
Nice to London Lutoa 24-26 May, 
16 June. 

(di London Luton - Edinburgh 21- 
22 March. Edinburgh to London Lu- 
ton 22-23 March. 

lei London Luton - Barcelona 7-10 
May. Barcelona - London Luion J fl- 
it May. 

15. Payment for tickets under this 
promotion may only be matte by 
Switch. Mastercard. Visa, .American 
Cxpress. or Della cards on the tele- 
phone at the lime Of booking. Pay- 
ment by cash or cheque will not be 
accepted. 

16. All outbound flights must origt- 
n.ftc in lhe UK and in the case of Eu- 
ropean flighLs they must be from 
either London Lulon or Liverpool 
airports. 


17. No alterations, refunds or ex- 
changes wfll be permitted after a 
booking has been accepted. AD 
flights and schedules are subject to 
change without prior notice. Previ- 
ous bookings made prior to this pro- 
motion and far use during the period 
of this promotion cannot be ex- 
changed or refunded for any ticket 
acquired under this promotion. You 
must book at least three weeks be- 
fore you Qy. 

IS. EasyJet reserve the right not to 
accept multiple applications and 
bulk applications from trade or so- 
da! groups. 

19. Easy Jet’s conditions of carriage 
apply to aU flights booked on the Pro- 
motion and shall prevail in the event 
of arty inconsisieacy with the terms 
of the Promotion. EasyJet reserves 
the right to vary its conditions of car- 
riage. Copies are available at Easy- 
Jet sales points. 


20. Once tokens have been re- 
deemed EasyJet and Newspaper 
Publishing plcshali not be liable for 
any failure to fulfil this promotion 
where such failure is caused by any 
supervening circumstances amount- 
ing to force majeure. Sochtircum- 
staoces shall include, but shall not be 
Emiicd to. severe weather conditions, 
fire, flood, earthquake or severe 
movement of land or other natural 
phenomena, industrial dispute, war. 
riots, acts of God, supervening leg- 
islation or events which, without the 
fault of either party, render perfor- 
mace impossible or incapable of sat- 
isfactory execution. 

2L This offer is not available to em- 
ployees of Newspaper Publishing pic 
or EasyJet or anyone associated 
with the promotion. 

22. EasyJet reserve the right to 
refuse to honour nay application or 
recover the cost of any booking if it 


considers there has been an abuse of 
this promotion or breach of any of 
the terms or conditions of this pro- 
motion. 

23. The decision of EasyJet and/or 
Newspaper Publishing pic in all 
matters under their respective con- 
trol is final and binding. 

24. This promotion is not available 
in Nonhem or Southern Ireland. 
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A WEEK IN THE 
ARTS 

DAVID LISTER 


It takes something pretty extraordinary to have one 
coming out in sympathy for the Royal Opera House. 
But then Gerald Kaufman's performance at the Cul- 
ture Select Committee on Wednesday was pretty 
extraordinary. I've watched this Committee through 
most of its life, and it has achievements to its cred- 
it. Sadly, now it is in danger of overreaching itself. 
Certainly its chairman is. 

In Mr Kaufman the Committee has a cultured 
chair man with a wide experience of the arts. I hes- 
itate to use the old joke, “I know this because he 
told me so himself,” but it’s true that Kaufman miss- 
es few opportunities to drop the name of an opera 
or two, a film or three, or a CD that he bought in 
some American town for half the price it costs in 
the UK The delicious phrase. “When I was in Holly- 
wood” that he would use when quizzing Sim industry 
executives seemed to give a tantalising hint of a pre- 
vious life in movies. In fact. It simply referred to a 
few days' fact-finding trip. Never mind. He chairs 
the Committee with elan and perspicacity; bis 
breadth of artistic knowledge lends the committee 
respect and influence; and its original report on the 
Royal Opera House caused heads to roll and the 
Government finally to get a grip. 

This week he returned rather eagerly to the fray, 
but now the backbench politician has begun to sound 
wonyingly like an artistic director manqu£. Kauf- 
man said there was a case for curtailing or cancelling 



Po-faced 
idolaters of 

modernism, 

beware: 

John Tavener 
is back and 
hefrgot 
company 
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Still having a whale of a time 30 years on 


Kaufman: artistic director manqu£ 


the Royal Opera's current season after the shock- 
ing reviews for the new Barber of Seville and Mar- 
riage of Figaro. He even read out part of one stinker 
that Figaro had received. 

This is dangerous stuff, both aesthetically and 
politically. As it happens, the Barber also got some 
vety good reviews. But even if both productions had 
been roundly slated, audiences at both, perhaps lack- 
ing Mr Kaufman's record collection, thoroughly en- 
joyed themselves. The critics are an important 
dement in the reaction to a production, but they 
are not the sole element, and no company should 
allow their views to dictate its policy. Far less should 
any arts company let the fear of a tongue-lashing 
in the Commons dictate its artistic policy. The po- 
tential for experimentation simply to disappear if 
companies have to anticipate a public select com- 
mittee rebuke is deeply worrying. The Committee's 
remit is to investigate and protest about how pub- 
lic money is being spent, not to call for closure on 
the basis of selective reviews. 

As someone with a rich historical perspective on 
the arts, Kaufman must know that critics can get 
it wrong And not only in opera. I can recall a film 
critic slating Four Weddings and a Funeral, a movie 
that actually did rather well around the globe. The 
name of that maverick reviewer? Gerald Kaufman. 


On 24 January 1968, the 
London Sinfbnietta burst 
fully formed from the 
belly of The Whale’, 
when a 24-year-old David 
Atherton conducted the 
world premiere of an 
anarchic new ‘cantata* - 
soon to be recorded by 
The Beatles’ Apple label, 
complete with guest 
appearance by Ringo 
Starr (on loud-hailer) - 
by a 23-year-old John 
Tavener. Tonight, 30 
years and 119 world 
premieres later, the 
Sinfbnietta reprises that 
pioneering piece by a 
composer whose dosing 
hymn for Princess Diana’s 
funeral service has now 
made him a household 
name the world over. 
Here, tAdcnkn Hayes talks 
to Tavener and others 
who played a part in that 
historic first night in 1968. 


school with Tavener, and tod met 
a lot of (be players when we were 
students together at Cambridge. 
David Atherton was there too, 
“Why did the idea take off 
as it did? It was all instinctive. 
Looking back, I think two tilings 
were cruciaL First, there was a 
real need for a specialised 20th- 
century ensemble in Loudon at 
that time. It's hard to remem- 
ber today, when there are so 
many more of them, how much 
that gap Qeeded filling Also, it 
can’t be over-emphasised how 
much David brought to the 
Sinfbnietta. It was really his tal- 
ent that made the difference.” 


JOHN CONSTABLE 

Principal pianist since 1 96 8 
“The main thing I remember 
from the first performance of 77wf 
Whale was bolding the sustain- 
ing pedal down, while Raimund 
Herincx [baritone] shouted into 
the inside of the piano to get the 
echo effect. But where David was 
so clever was that he'd realised 
what a good piece The Whale 
really was. It was full of the sort 
of avant-garde devices which 
usually have people muttering 
about ‘silly modern music'. But 


Vyner’s time as general man- 
ager was when our commis- 
sioning policy came into its 
own. We toured as a chamber 
ensemble of 14 or 15 players, 
with single strings, and this for- 
mat was a huge influence on the 
way composers wrote. Tbday, it’s 
a time for retrenchment - in the 
best sense. There's much more 
cross-fertilisation than there 
used to be between different 
schools of composers. 

“'You can sum up what we’re 
about in one word. Standards.” 


to run the Sinfbnietta as a cot- 
tage industry from this little 
bouse in Tbmple Fortune - 
David Atherton, Nick Snow- 
man, Tony Pay and myself. We 
just drew up plans for our sec- 
ond season, took them to the 
Arts CounriL and said. Took at 
what we're doing; how can you 
afford not to support us?' ” 


NICHOLAS SNOWMAN 

First general manager Chief ex- 
ecutive of the SBC since 1986 
“Tbe seeds of that first night were 
sown early, although none of us 
knew it at the time. I'd been at 



DAVID ATHERTON 

First artistic directoriconductor 
“Forme, it goes back to when I 
was a little kid in Blackpool, and 
I used to listen to the Thursday- 
evening Invitation Concerts of 
20th-century music on what was 
then the BBC Third Programme. 
I just knew that this was some- 
thing I wanted to be part of. 

“In those early toys there 
wasn't much else of that kind 
going on. In our first concert, 
besides The Whale . we did 
Henze's cantata Apollo et 
Hyadnthus and Strauss's Second 
Sonatina for wind instruments. 
I've always been keen to do pro 
grammes like that, where new 
works can be heard in the con- 
text of more familiar ones. 
Later managements thought 
differently, and that was one 
reason why I moved on. But 
every orchestra goes through 
different phases in its life. That's 
fair enough, and I've always 
come back regularly to work 
with the Sinfonietta. It's like 
your own child; it's difficult 
seeing it growing away from you, 
but you know you have to let it." 



1968: if you can remember it, you weren't there 


the audience realised that, in this 
case, it worked.” 


SEBASTIAN BELL 

Principal flautist since J968 
“They asked me to do The 
Whale, but I couldn't - 1 was on 
tour. I started with the second 
concert, when we did Schoen- 
berg’s Pierrot Lunaire. Since then 
I must have played more Sinfon- 
ietta concerts than anyone else. 

“1 think there have been 
three quite dear phases in how 
we’ve evolved. First, it was a 
case of bringing full profession- 
alism to bear on 20th-century 
music. David set the tone in the 
early days: he was ruthless if a 
player wasn’t up to the level he 
demanded. Heads rolled like 
pineapples. Then Michael 


ANDREW ROSNER 

First orchestral manager, now a 
partner in Allied Artists 
"I remember the first night 
like it was yesterday. We’d been 
able to hire the players for not 
much money by promising to 
pay them on the same night 
The string players weren't in 
Strauss’s Wind Sonatina, so of 
course they were going home af- 
ter The Whale. I'd been co-opt- 
ed as one of the voices which 
shout through loud-hailers from 
different parts of the hall. I then 
had to get from a box right at 
the top of the QEH, back, across 
a really quite dangerous part of 
the roof, and down to the back- 
stage area to pay the players. I 
just made it in time. 

Tn those early toys we used 


CLIVE GILUNSON 

Cellist in first concert Managing 
director of the LSO since 1984 
“I was still a student at the Roy- 
al Academy at the time. I don’t 
remember the performance of 
The Whale all that well, but I do 
remember the stir it caused. 
You can’t over-enqihaase how in- 
novatory the Sinfometta's agen- 
da was at the time. What they 
were doing was new and utterly 
different and really challenging. 

“I think what truly counted 
was that the Sinfonietta man- 
agement team knew how to 
take that success forward. It’s ah 
about people. You can have 
any theory you like, but it comes 
down to the individuals involved. 
In some ways the circumstances 
of running an orchestra are dif- 
ferent now compared to then. 
But those people would have 
made things happen in any time. 

“In the LSO we’ve found 
that audiences are now much 
more willing to experience new 
works than they were. The 
Sinfonietta has been one of the 
key elements in that change of 
perception.” 


Encyclopaedia. I pressed the 
switch, and out came this horri- 
ble buzzing noise. David looked 
as if he could murder someone. 
Fbrnmalely I saw ttot a jackplug 
had been pulled out, probably by 

the flutes moving their chairs, I 
put it bade in, and the noise 
stopped. Some of the reviewers 
though t that the buzzing noise 
was a surprisingly good effect.” 


ANTHONY PAY 

Principal clarinettist until 1984 
“One of the things I had to do 
in The Whale was start up the 
pre-recorded tape that accom- 
panied Alvar Udell reading the 
entry on whales from the Collins 


JOHN TAVENER 

Composer of “The Whale'. His 
new opera The Toll Houses' 
will be premiered by the Royal 
Opera in October 
“When I started out as a com- 
poser, I wasn’t happy with the 
dominance of what I called 
‘the European intellectual 
kitchen-house’. I’m not against 
serial music as such: Stravinsky's 
toe works, for instance, have for 
me the most wonderful strength 
and purity. But in England at 
the time it was all terribly po- 
faced. The Whale was partly a 
reaction against this idolatry of 
modernism - the idea that, if 
you were a composer, you had 
to write dial kind of music. I en- 
joyed sending all that up a bit 
“I remember being knocked 
back by the amount of publicity 
it had. I didn't like this much. For 
some time afterwards I knew 
what I'd done, but I wasn’t sure 
where I was going. Today, I can 
relate more dearly to other 
works of mine from that period: 
Celtic Requiem , and my Cham- 
ber Concerto. But I feel that 
Whale is still a valid statement 
It isn't my favourite among my 
early pieces. But I see its point” 


London Sinfonietta 30th Birth- 
day Gala, including The Whale', 
7.45pm tonight, QEH, SBC, 
London SE1 (0171-960 4242) 


THE WEEK ON RADIO 

ROBERT HANKS 


JOHN ELIOT 
GARDINER 


26 : 81:97 


NMNNEl ^ 



m ' 

I 1 



nw.HrfttaLa.ik 


A friend of mine once flirted with anarchism, 
but stopped going to meetings because, he 
said, they never got down to discussing any- 
thing: the whole evening got taken up with 
people apologising to each other and insisting 
that they didn't want to impose an agenda 
on anybody. I don’t know if anarchist meet- 
ings really are like that - going by the an- 
archists assembled on Freedom Radio {Radio 
3, Sunday), it seems unlikely, since they were 
all too aware of the potential for caricature 
and concerned with promoting direct action. 
But it is certainly true that anarchism is too 
floppy and diffuse to be reduced to rigid 
structures, and this didn’t make life easy for 
Christopher Cook as he roamed around 
Britain and the US talking to contemporary 
anarchists. 

Cook and his producer, Mark Bunnan, 
had found an impressive set of interviewees, 
many of them dredged up using the Inter- 
net, illustrating the huge variety and range 
of anarchist activities, from tree-hugging to 
running radio stations, from Moscow to 
San Francisco. 

The common thread was a distrust of the 
state and its evil twin, the corporation: what 
the modem anarchist wants is not life with- 
out regulation, but life on a smaller scale - 
political power concentrated at a local level. 
Much of what they said sounded not simply 
attractive, but downright incontrovertible. 
After all. who doesn’t think the Millenni um 
Dome is a white elephant? But, hey, it's the 
anarchists who went out there and climbed 
up the cranes to tty and keep it from 
happening. 

In the end, though. Freedom Radio made 


for frustrating^ con fusing and inconclusive 
listening. With so much to cover, and with 
huge gaps in the account presented of the 
anarchist tradition, it became hard at times 
ro see what put these people in the same 
programme. 

It did, however, raise the question of why 
anarchist radio has flourished in America but 
not in Britain. (Anybody who knows differ- 
ent please write.) Mark Buiman's theory is 
that, apart from strict enforcement of broad- 
cast licensing laws, the BBC has lulled the 
need for it by providing enough intelligent 
political analysis and a wide enough range 
of views to tate the lid off the people's sim- 
mering rage. That sounds plausible; maybe 
we should add that the BBC, big, ogreish cor- 
poration that it is, has giveo house-room to 
plenty of mavericks over the years: there’s 
space for them to slosh around in Broad- 
casting House. 

This week, though, the dearth of maver- 
icks - in fact, of anything very interesting - 
has rather got me down. Maybe this is just 
Seasonal Affective Disorder, and it will all 
look rosier when the clocks go back. Even 
in high summer, though, it would be hard to 
fight the sheer tedium of Watch Out for die 
Jellyfish (Radio 4, Tuesday), in whicb Michael 
Portillo visited his mother’s home-town of 
Kirkcaldy to show us round the scenes of boy- 
hood holidays and demonstrate his utter tack 
of a sense of humour. Few programmes have 
lived up to their titles so completely; except 
that a jellyfish can sting. If this was the start 
of Michael Portillo’s attempt to win his way 
back into public favour, William Hague can 
breathe a sigh of relief. 
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Patrick Tate. 


Craig Rolfe. 


Patrick late, knthony Tucker and Craig B° lf= , E f s ” ^ T. 
dealers killed by rivals at a farm in Rettendon, Esse* in 

December. 

Called themselves "The Firm" 
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jack whomes and Michael Steele: drug rivals of the three 
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Weapons similar to those 
used by the killers 
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Raquels Disco, in Basildon, Essex 
where Leah Betts bought the Ecstasy 
that killed her 
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The Old Bailey trial this 
week of the men who 
murdered three 
drug dealers in Essex 
gave a rare glimpse into 
a violent and vengeful 
underworld on the edges 
of the capital - “the 
Home Counties 
connection”. 
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In the leafy commuter towns of 
Essex and Kent, men step out 
ofdie from doom in the Aca- 
I da Avenues to go to work. But 
tfie briefcases they cany' can 
contain, instead of office papers 
and a packed lunch, a pistol and 
a stash of cocaine. 

rThe underworld is no longer 
confined tothe urban squalor 
of the inner cities. Successful 
gangsters have gentrified and 
become upwardly mobile, leav- 
ing' their council flats for the 
H6nie Counties, and their 
viking-class lifestyles for the 
trapping; of success - des res, 
Riftls Royces and Range 
Rovers, a boat in the local ma- 
nna, ponies for the children. 

-The patterns of the migra- 
tion have been to counties 
adjacent to various parts of 
London: East End villains 
moved our to Essex, those south 
of the river to Kent, the gangs 
around Islington to Herts and 
Bucks, and the ones from Shep- 
herd Bush and Kilbura to Mid- 
dlesex The sons of these villains 
carry on the “family business”. 

South Londoner Kenny 
Nqye, Brinks Mat money laun- 
derer and killer of a policeman, 
lived in some splendour at his 
mansion in West Kingsdowne 
in Kent until he disappeared 
follow ing a fatal roadside stab- 
bing; Roy Gamer, police su- 
pergrass from the Tottenham 
area ended up with luxury 
-houses and stud farms in Hert- 
fordshire before being con- 
victed of cocaine trafficking. 
And Charlie Kray had long left 
behind Yadlance Road in east 
London, where he grew up 
with the twins Ronnie and Reg- 


gie, when he was arrested last 
year for a £39m cocaine traf- 
ficking ploL Unusually for one 
of the East End criminal aris- 
tocracy. he had moved to 
Sanders read, Surrey, where he 
lived with the daughter of a 
headmaster. 

Criminologists maintain the 
arrival of such “quality villains'" 
in the Home Counties brought 
with it a culture of crime and 
corruption which embraced lo- 
cal gangs. At the same time 
came the explosion in Lhe im- 
portation of drugs and the mon- 
ey that came with it. Essex and 
Kent, in particular, became vi- 
tally important as routes for nar- 
cotics from the Continent to 
London and other major cities. 

The murder of the three 


BY KIM SENGUPTA 


plied to Tate and his accom- 
plices had been of poor quali- 
ty and Steele agreed to lake 
back the cannabis and return a 
deposit of f 70.01 H i. The mon- 
ey was paid, but laic denied re- 
ceiving it and failed to return 
one third of the drugs haul. 

Tate, an extremely violent 
mainline drug user, had threat- 
ened to shoot Steele after mak- 
ing him beg on his knees. His 
intended victim got to him and 
his two companions first. 

After the shooting Steele 
said “they won’t fuck with us 
again". He added he felt like 


apparent drugs overdose in 
November l uf >4. But. Tale told 
his mother, Whitaker had been 
murdered by Tucker and Rolfe. 
They had injected him in the 
groin with a paralysing drug, of- 
ten used on horses, known as 
Special K, then, powerless hut 
conscious and pleading for 
mercy. Whitaker was killed 
with an injection « »f (ignocaine. 

The night before his death 
line himself had badly beaten 
up the nianagerofn pizza shop 
over an imaginary slighi. He 
had phoned the shop and de- 
manded a specially made piz- 


Lee Vella and had failed to pay. 
Nunn managed to escape from 
Vella's flat during the attack by 
throwing himself out of a win- 
dow. Vella and his accomplices 
were convicted at their trial, and 
in July 1^95 Vella was sen- 
tenced to 17 years in jail. 

Vella, who bought ecstasy 
from Dutch dealers, was sus- 
pected of the torture of other 
victims who had been too 
scared to make complaints. 
One man had his head shaved, 
and the back of his arms burnt 
by a hot iron, another was giv- 
en a "Glasgow smile" on both 
sides of his thee with a Stanley 
knife, and another was anally 
raped with a broom handle. He 
was also suspected of being be- 
hind the shooting of a man. who 
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Moved: Kenny Noye (left), who killed a policeman, Charlie Kray and supergrass Roy Gamer all opted for country living 


men at Rettendon, in Essex was 
over drugs. The victims. Pat 
Tate, Tony Tucker and Craig 
Rolfe were dealers who sup- 
plied drugs through nightclubs 
and pubs in Essex and east Lon- 
don. It is one of their gang, it 
is believed, who supplied the ec- 
stasy tablet which led to the 
death of policeman's daughter 
Leah Betts. 

The victims had been been 
in dispute wnih lhe men who 
killed them, Micky Steele and 
Jack Whomes. over a cannabis 
shipment. The court- which 
passed three life sentences on 
the men, with a recommended 
minimum of 15 years, had 
heard that a consignment of 
cannabis which Steele had sup- 


“the angel of death". As Steele 
and fellow killer Whomes 
walked off after the shoi iting to 
be picked up by an accomplice. 
Dairen Nicholls. they passed a 
sign saving: “The use of guns or 
any activity which disturbs peo- 
ple or wildlife are not allowed 
on this land. Enjoy your visit". 

The violence of the triple 
execution and iisapparenl pro- 
fessionalism appeared shixking. 
especially in the context of the 
village selling. Bui police say ex- 
treme violence had become 
endemic in parts of the coun- 
ty over the year*. Tucker and 
Rolfe were themselves sus- 
pected of a particularly brutal 
murder. Kevin Whitaker. y 
years ild drug courier died ol an 


za with four different toppings 
on each quarter. The manager. 
-I -year-old Ruger Rvall had 
said this was not possible. With- 
in minutes Tate had arrived at 
the shop, battered Ryall and 
then smashed his head into a 
glass plate i »n the sink. Like i uh- 
ers crossed by Tate and his 
friends. Mr Ryjll thought it 
would he wise not to press 
charges. 

Drug dealer Reggie Nunn 
li v i has painlul menu vies of the 
extreme violence nl the Essex 
underworld. His faee was mu- 
tilated with a narrow -hladed 
fencing sword, an epee. i«ver an- 
other drugs dispute, the selling 
i if a the lusind tails • »f ecstasy. He 
owed 1 7.1 k * l to trafficker Jason 


spent hours on a life-support 
machine and refused to give any 
information to the police. 

In Kent, booUcyging of al- 
cohol and cigarettes has been 
added to drugs as a source of 
underworld violence. In just one 
month. September Inst year. 
Dover had four shoutings, a se- 
ries of acid and machete at- 
tacks. and dozens of beatings. 
The reason behind this, say po- 
lice and customs officials, is 
quite simple, organised gangs 
are lighting for control of a 
trade w Itieh is now estimated to 
be worth Cl bn a year. Smaller 
gangs arc having to pay rents to 
bigger ones for the privilege of 
smuggling the contraband. 

The uanus are not averse to 


taking on the authorities by 
force to protect their merchan- 
dise. Towards the end of last year 
police and customs officers raid- 
ed a hotel and discovered 
£70.0ffff worth of alcohol and cig- 
areties. The smugglers fled, 
ooJy to come hack with accom- 
plices to try and storm the 
building and seize back the 
haul. They were only beaten off 
when the police themselves re- 
ceived reinforcement. 

One CID officer said: 
“Crime in Dover and sur- 
rounding areas has gone up by 
IS per cent, and even this is an 
underestimate as of course a lot 
of these at lacks are simply not 
reported to the police. 

“There are also links with 
drugs, because the heavies 
muscling in on bootlegging are 
also involved in drug traffick- 
ing. This is a paiblem which is 
not going to go away, we are 
facing a situation which was un- 
heard of in Kent in the past". 

His counterparts in Surrey 
would sympathise. A few years 
ago a pub described as the 
“most dangerous in Britain" was 
not in Brixton or the Glasgow 
GorbaK but Carshallon. The St 
Helier Tavern had seen many 
fights and a man was shot in the 
face with 1 a sawn-off shotgun. 

A better class of villain has 
taken up residence further out 
in expensive areas like Wey- 
bridge where they rub shoulders 
in the golf club with actors and 
stockbrokers. A detective said: 
"They may think [that] away 
from the centre of London 
they would be away from pTy- 
ing eyes if the law. but we make 
sure we keep a watch on them. 
They may feel they are blend- 
ing in with their neighbours, but 
we know who they are". 

Criminologist. Robert Emer- 
son believes the expansion of 
crime into the Home Counties 
cannot he reversed. He said: "So- 
cial and logistical factors are such 
that this is bound to cominue. 
However, it is unlikely the ordi- 
nary Home Counties residents 
would be directly affected by vi- 
olence. After all, the criminals 
tend to onlv kill each other." 
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A horrific murder 
case this week 


highlighted on 
the violent and 
closed world of 
English gangland: 
but these are a 


new generation 
of villains — 
the thugs from 
suburbia 
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presidency unzipped: history wiil not judge him kindly 
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It seems unlikely that President Clinton 
will be impeached. Even if he has told - 
and encouraging the telling of - the little 
lies that are needed for the functioning of 
a society built on the myth of serial 
monogamy. But this week's revelations 
have delivered a jolt to the presidency that 
will change bistoiy. Until this week. Bill 
Clinton was destined to beYemembered 
as a moderate reformer, a “borderline 
third tier” President, in the words of his 
former adviser Dick Morris. Now he will 
go down as Slick Willy, a mao who made ■ 
himself look ridiculous and demeaned the 
office of President because he could not 
keep his trousers up. 

That is probably all that histoiy - pop- 
ular history anyway - will have room for; 
a couple of lines in a school textbook, and 
a photo of Bill and Hillary. (She, inci- 
dentally, is now more likely to be captioned 
as a stoic wife than the woman who tried 
to reform health care and failed.) 

For us, who have to live through these 
times, however, the question, “Does Clin- 
ton matter?”, is more complex, pressing 
and relevant. It is fit to ask: What differ- 
ence would it make if Clinton fell? In or- 
der to answer that question, we have to 
assess both Clinton's record and - a few 
years early - the prospect of an A1 Gore 
presidency. 


So far, Clinton's record has been dis- 
appointing. He was elected on two im- 
portant pledges. One was to give America 
a national health service: the other was to 
“end welfare as we know it". Both are still 
as far from fulfilment as ever. The nation 
has probably decided that it doesn't real- 
ly want a comprehensive health service af- 
ter alL Mule welfare reform has turned out 
to be much more difficult than the sim- 
plicities of campaign rhetoric could ever 
encompass. 

This second failure has obvious and 
ominous implications for Tony Blair, 
whose New Labour platform was partly 
inspired by the 1992 US presidential 
campaign, in which Bill Clinton ran as a 
“New Democrat". 

However, it must be remembered that 
the US constitution is very different from 
ouis. Much of the responsibility for wel- 
fare lies with the states rather (ban the fed- 
eral government. It has long been 
observed that in times other than those 
of national emergency, the President's 
main power lies in the realm of persua- 
sion, symbol and rhetoric. 

In these areas. Clinton has been the 
President for the time. A large rambling 
mansion of a man, a likeable, loose- 
fitting amalgam of good intentions, 
policy ideas and testosterone, he has 



proved surprisingly popular, like Mr 
Blair, he has been able to find the words 
to unite a nation in shock; the Oklahoma 
bombing was his death of a princess. But 
that is as far as the transatlantic parallels 
go. Where Mr Blair is straight and 


puritanical, Mr Clinton is loose, erratic 
and a philanderer. 

The present crisis has arisen almost in- 
exorably from the pressures of the Amer- 
ican political system, ft requires candidates 
who are larger than life, over-endowed 
with personal charm in order to raise vast 
sums of money, and with mass-media sex 
appeal to cut through the clutter of the 
television age. It is bound to bring forth 
over-sexed men with an instrumental 
view of the opposite sex. 

At the same time, it demands adher- 
ence to a moral code that owes more to 
New England in the 1600s than to the re- 
ality of modern life in Peoria, Illinois. The 
American media are sfill surprisingly 
prudish in matters sexual, but they are no 
longer so deferential as in - the 1960s, when 
John Kennedy complained that he got a 
headache if he didn’t incessantly satisfy his 
Justs. * 

None of this seems to matter much to 
the American electorate. Clinton has 
presided over stable economic growth and, 
partly as a result, has cut the federal bud- 
get deficit. He is, in fact, one of the most 
popular Presidents ever. But Dick Mor- 
ris did not list Dwight Eisenhower as one 
of the 18 “great” Presidents, not even of 
the third tier. “He didn't do anything. Pop- 
ularity doesn’t get you on the list.” 


Clinton, then, wfll go down as a Pres- 
ident who reflected America ra&erfoan 
changing it. Ms sexual appetite sttnds 
JIS analogy for America s gros 
desire to consume matenaJ goods 
petroleum- The contrast with Ji* 
President is stark. A1 Gore is a buttoned- 

up puritan, who would have bemi satisfied 

burning witches righteously xn Salem. He 
wrote a book about America s response 
bility to save the planet from^ron- 
mental disaster. Arid be took office with 
a plan to “reinvent government”, to turn 
the incubus of state bureaucracy into an 
agent of change. That didn’t happen, pa«- 

fybecaureC3mton, looser creative and brfl- 

liant 'dissipated the administrations 
political energies in too many large and 

unsuccessful policy initiatives. 

It is a good tiling that the USconsti- 
tutloD does not allow the President too 
much scope for screwing things up- But 
it looks as if it wfll be up to Mr Gore to 
test the potential power of the presiden- 
cy to change America for the better. That 
will probably not happen ahead of sched- 
ule, but it does no harm that this week's 
events have turned attention to the finure. 
If the most powerful nation on earth can 
both be better governed and more envi- 
ronmentally responsible, that would be a 
step forward for the world. 


Ulster’s identity 

Sir: The question of the “loy- 
alists” of Northern Ireland is 
not whether they are British or 
Irish (letter, 22 January), but 
to what extent they are a na- 
tion unto themselves. The peo- 
ple of Ulster have a national 
identity that is separate from, 
but attached to, their British, 
or even Irish, identity. Most 
countries of Europe are in 
fact a patchwork of peoples 
who have a complex and shift- 
ing relationship with the nation 
stale to which they legally 
belong. 

Ireland is inhabited by two 
nations, two peoples, and the 
violence will not end until that 
fact is accepted and respected 
by all sides. Merely to “decant” 
the trouble from a British con- 
tainer into an Irish one would 
not change a thing. Though it 
would, if forced upon the Ul- 
ster people, mean another hun- 
dred years of killing with Irish 
soldiers and policemen who 
have to put on uniforms and 
wander the streets as easy 
meat for the guns of Ulsterite 
die-hards. 

DANIEL MORNIN 
London SW20 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



‘Loyal and true*: Orange marchers at Drumcree 


Photograph: Stephen Davison / Pacemaker 


Woodlands for all 


■Sin Your correspondents (20 
January) question the use of the 
term “loyalists” in Northern 
Ireland. There are at least two 
sources. 

The first relates to the per- 
ception that “loyalisra” relates 
to loyalty to the Crown and 
government of the UK. This is 
loyalty in accordance with the 
old Scottish Presbyterian con- 
cept of covenanting. Here loy- 
alty is not an absolute that is 
simply given and implies blind 
obedience, buL is part of a 
bargain struck between two 
parties (the covenant). Both 
sides have to keep their sides 
of the bargain, otherwise the 
“deal” is off. Many “loyalists” 
fear that the Crown (via its gov- 
ernment) is not being loyal to 
its side. 

The above is not a use of the 
term “loyal” that would be 
commonly thought of in 
England, Wales, America or 
even the Republic of Ireland. 
This highlights the importance 
of not assuming “Anglican” 
definitions. 

A second usage of “loyalist” 
in Ulster is that of loyal to each 
other, “loyal and true” to your 
fellow "Prod” in the struggles 
with Catholics that have been 
a feature of nearly 400 years of 
history. This builds upon the 
old tradition of “banding" - 
coming together in common 
defence to keep the peace 
and protect life and property 
in the face of rebellion and at- 
tacks, where the individual in- 
terest was seen as inseparable 
from communal welfare. For 
Ulster Protestants this is es- 
pecially important, given their 
identity myths of siege and 
massacre at (he hands of 
Catholics. 

It is only those unfamiliar 
with Ulster Protestants who 
find a contradiction in the use 
of the term “loyalist”. 

EAMES DINGLEY 
Centre for the Study of Conflict 
University of Ulster 
Jordonstown, Co Antrim 


Sin Publication by the Forestry 
Commission of a new standard 
for managing Britain’s wood- 
land (report, 22 January) fe an 
important step forward for en- 
vironmentally frieodly forestry. 
But it is regrettable that the 
standard does not insist upon 
public access to publicly sub- 
sidised • woodlands. 

If it is true that private 
landowners would rather not ac- 
cept grants to create new wood- 
land than do so subject to 
allowing public access, then the 
answer to the question of how 
woodland cover in Britain can 
be expanded is clear. 

The Treasury’s annual hand- 
out of £33m in planting grants 
should be transferred from the 
private sector to the Forestry 
Commission. Let the commis- 
sion create the new woodlands 
that successive governments 
have aimed for and that the 
public clearly wants. 

The commission has never 
had arty hang-ups about giving 
people freedom to roam 
through its woodlands. They do 
this on a large scale and find it 
conflicts not at all with the 
commission's other functions, 
such as producing timber and 
protecting wildlife. 

ALAN MATTINGLY 
Director, 

The Ramblers 'Association 
London SWS 


was established more than a 
century ago solely to support ac- 
quisitions in the regions. In re- 
cent decades, for many 
museums and galleries, such as 
York City Art Gallery, with 
limited resources, the acquisi- 
tion of any work costing more 
than a few hundred pounds 
would have been undrinkable 
without the support of the Pur- 
chase Grant Fund. 

In the case of modest pur- 
chases such support is often 50 
per cent of the cost, while the 
fond also plays an important 
role in providing partnership 
funding (at a lower percentage) 
for more ambitious purchases. 
The Buna and the Batoni in the 
current RA exhibition are just 
two examples of 80 purchases 
made by York City Art Gallery 
since 1961 with assistance from 
tiie fund- 

RICHARD GREEN 
Curator 

York City. Art Gallery 


Defence review 


Art in the regions 


Sin Andrew Lambirth’s article 
“The glories of the garden” 
(ISM, 17 January) luridly pro- 
vided the historical context for 
the Royal Acadenty’s exhibition 
’The Art Treasures of Eng- 
land” which has been selected 
from public art collections in the 
regions. However, he omitted to 
mention, among the bodies to 
which museums and galleries 
may turn for help in purchasing 
works of art, the Purchase 
Grant Fund. 

Administered by the Victo- 
ria and Albert Museum on be- 
half of the Museums and 
Galleries Commission, this fund 


Sir. It is regrettable that the 
headline you used in the article 
about the Strategic Defence 
Review (“Forces in revolt over 
cost-cutting review”, 22 Janu- 
aiy) gave such a misleading im- 
pression of the story below. The 
fact is that the critirisus detailed 
in the article, many of which are 
neither new or surprising, are 
directed not at the Strategic De- 
fence Review but at the prob- 
lems which we identified in 
opposition. I launched the re- 
view precisely to deal with these 
problems. 

I will not comment on the 
details contained in the leaked 
document, except that it 
demonstrates the truly open na- 
ture of the review process. I said 
last year that we would consult 
widely and listen to what peo- 
ple said. That is what we are do- 


ing. No punches are being 
pulled in this review. 

The feedback it has received 
underlines that we were right 
to make the review- a foreign pol- 
icy rather than a resource 
led process. This is not a 
cost-cutting exercise but a 
re-examination of our defence 
requirements from first princi- 
ples. Indeed, one of the main is- 
sues at the heart of our work is 
the need to address overstretch 
oa our personnel and the short- 
falls in military capability in- 
herited by this government, after 
very deep cuts by the last one. 

The Prime Minister rightly 
said at the Lord Mayor’s Ban- 
quet last November that we 
must always look for efficiency 
in money spent on defence, but 
we must not reduce our capa- 
bility to exercise a role on the 
international stage. 

The messages we are receiv- 
ing from our personnel, both mfl- 
itaiy and civilian, are that they 
want vision for defence into the 
next century, that people matter 
and that they believe the review 
must address- these issues. I 
agree entirely with them. The re- 
view will provide the vision 
needed to underpin strong and 
relevant defence, based on the 
dear belief that people are our 
most important asset 
GEORGE ROBERTSON 
Secretary of State 
Ministry of Defence 
London SWI 


Perfect purity 

Sin In Emily Passmore’s inter- 
esting article on the Corbi&res 
region of France (Travel, 17 Jan- 
uary), the spiritual leaders of the 
Cathar (or Albigensian) com- 
munity are referred to as “pre- 
fects”. This is presumably a 
misprint for “perfects” as they 
were known in French asks par- 
fails or ks bonshommes . a group 
of people, mainly but not ex- 
clusively men, who had taken 
vows of purity and abstention 
from meat and sexual activity. 
This presented a contrast to 
many of the regular dergy of the 
Roman Church. 

I do wonder a little about the 
advisability of staying at 
Momsegur, where, in 1244. the 
Cathars emerged after a two- 
year siege in their eyrie to be 
burned alive, en masse, in the vil- 
lage below. It would take a 
strong stomach not to to feel 
haunted, however delirious the 
plats du jour. 

ELIZABETH MONKHOUSE 
London NW11 


Glorious Galliano 


Cycle warning 


Sir. On-the-pavement fines for 
cyclists? Licences and number 
plates (Letters, 22 Januaiy)? 
No, these are bureaucratic and 
unnecessary solutions. All a cy- 
clist needs is to be preceded by 
a recognisable motor vehicle 
bearing a prominent red flag. 
KENNETH WTLSON 
Wolverhampton 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor 

and include a daytime telephone number. 

Fax 0171 293 2036; e-mail: letterstsiindependenLco.uk 
E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


In praise of Leyiandii 

Sin The hobby landscapers and 
weekend ecologists who deni- 
grate Leyiandii (report, 21 Jan- 
uary) haw no concept of the scale 
o Mamay which is being inflicted 
on the countryside by exposure, 
wind-blow and sofl erosion. 

The only trees which can 
hold their own in the deterio- 
rating conditions are trees like 
Leyiandii. They must be plant- 
ed as nurse crops to enable the 
original indigenous species to be 
replanted with a chance of sur- 
vival My family and I have been 
able to use Leyiandii to shelter 
plantings of hazel, elder, black- 
thorn and dog rose which in turn 
have led to recolonisation by en- 
dangered dormice, along with 
more common wildlife. 

BRIAN GREEN 
Willingham, Cambridgeshire 


Sin America can be blamed for 
many things, but not the Leyland 
cypress. This plant first ap- 
peared as a natural hybrid be- 
tween Cupressus macrocarpa 
and Chamaecyparis nooikaiensis 
to Montgomeryshire in 18S8. so 
although both parents are North 
American species it is only fair 
to attribute blame to the Welsh. 
JOHN ANDERSON 
Truro. Cornwall 


Sir. The anti-social nature of 
Leyiandii could be overcome by 
feeding trespassing roots with 
weedkiller. The owner might 
sue, but with so many mitigat- 
ing factors the outcome might 
well be an uncomfortable draw. 

The notional value of such 
a tree would be a matter for dis- 
cussion but the cost would be 
much less than the £ 100,000 of 
fruitless litigation undertaken by 
Michael Jones and, of course, 
there would be no shadow to 
mar the proceedings ... 

TJ CRAMB 

Wolsingham, Co Durham 


Rickman says sorry 


Sir: Galliano the glorious! Gal- 
liano the genius! A most em- 
phatic “yes". At last someone 
has had the courage to create 
a “variation on a theme" with 
the quality of fashions of a past 
age (Fashion, 21 January). 

Galliano's inspiration, Paul 
PuireL drew h is own inspiration 
directly from the clothes of 100 
years before his time, the Di- 
rectoire period. He had an 
empire devoted to couture, 
perfume, shoes, millinery and 
interior design. His “1002nd 
Night” or “Persian Celebra- 
tion” of 1911 epitomised his 
flair for theatricality and beau- 
ty) settings were designed by 
Raoul Dufy and Dunoyer de 
Segonzac. 

There is no shame in imi- 
tating a thing of beauty and 
taste, the only crime is in run- 
ning up a satin slip and calling 
it couture, which seems to be the 
order of the day. 

SIMON M O'CORRA 
London SE13 


Sir I should know better than 
to be led into a discussion of 
contentious issues where there 
is the possibility of its being re- 
ported (“Alan Rickman says 
RSC is wasting young actors' tal- 
ent”, 21 January). 

I have nothing but admiration 
and support for Adrian Noble, 
and know only too well of my 
debt to the RSC I was merely 
trying to point out the strained 
connection between continual 
underfunding and real artistic 
freedom. I was also talking 
mainly about a period of time 
which takes no account of recent 
major Actor Development pro- 
grammes within the company. 

The NFT session was held 
before the latest round of cuts 
to the arts. I can only apologise 
for my lousy timing. 

ALAN RICKMAN 
London Wl 


Travel insurance 


LETTE R FROM 
THE EDITOR 


We mention today the “bat- 
tle of the biographies” in 
which our own Don Macin- 
tyre takes on the Independent 
on Sunday's Paul Routledge 
in rival versions of the life of 
Peter Mandelson. Biograph- 
ing (if that's the word) politi- 
cians is one of the traditional 
cottage industries for West- 
minster journalism. 

Most of the key playeis in 
New Labour have had the 
treatment. There’s been 
Blair (by John Rentoul of 
The Independent and by 
Jon Sopel of the BBC), John 
Prescott (by Colin Brown of 
The Independent) and Gordon 
Brown - no relation - by 
Routledge again. Robin 
Cook's life, loves and times 
are being prepared by a man 
from the Financial Tones. 
Now it’s Mandelson’s turn. 

For politicians, “getting 
the book” is a rite of arrival, 
on a par with becoming a 
Privy Counsellor, but better. 

Some readers, however, 
may be wondering why so 
many Indy journalists are 
writing biographies in the 
first place. Is it because they 
are they very poor? No, is my 
answer to that They are not 
poor enough. All our politi- 
cal staff are exceedingly well- 
paid in kind, receiving 
monthly parcels of rye-bread, 
candles, biro refills, industri- 
al alcohol, evaporated milk 
and hair-oil, for which they 
are exceedingly grateful. 

Is it because they are not 
working at the day job? Well, 
Sunday political journalists, as 
is well known, do veiy little 
anyway. Most of their time is 
spent lounging around in silk 
pyjamas, drinking liqueurs 
with their pinkies raised and 
discussing their love lives in 
tones of languid boredom. 
(This is particularly true of Mr 
Routledge.) 

As for the rest, they work 
very hard, but save time by 
rarely washing or chang in g 
Ibeir clothes. No, the ample 
reason is that these chaps are 
highly talented and in great 
demand Whether that is also 
true of their subjects, I leave 
the reader to judge. 


The Royal Opera’s NosA di 
Figaro has been heavfly at- 
tacked,. first by the Royal 
Corps of Newspaper Critics - 
including our own - and then 
by Gerald Kaufman, the 
Labour MP and culture 
committee chairman, who 
wildly suggested that the poor 
reviews strengthened the case 
for some management fir- 
ings. I went to see it this week 
and hugely enjoyed it - 
singing, direction, set and alL 
Yet for aHI know, the crit- 
ics were right as critics. Their 
judgements are sophisticated 
and essential in keeping up 
standards. But for the rest of 
us, it’s important to remem-' 
ber that the same show, film 
or concert, judged second-rate 
by a critic Of exquisite taste 
and elephantine memory, can 
still feel wonderful and liber- 
ating to the common herd. 
In short, believe what you 
read, but don’t necessarily be 
put oil 


I have a wodge of letters tak- 
ing us to task for hypocrisy in 
running a leader on the im- 
portance of spelling, 

Brigit Rohowsky from 
Dulwich was “appalled by 
the pomposity and inappro- 
priateness" of the editorial. 
Rster Fboks from Nottingham 
pointed out that The Inde- 
pendent crossword on the 
same day as the leader ap- 
parently contained the answer 
“extravert”. John Andrews 
of Lewes claims that we spoke 
recently of someone having a 
“hair lip" (and that we didn't 
mean moustache). 

AH I can say is that our 
modestly-sized staff produces, 
in only a few intense hours at 
the end of the average day, up 
to 60,000 words, or the equiv- 
alent of a small novel, and that 
the mistakes are. though too 
many, also comparatively few. 
In the same bundle of letters 
of complaint, for instance, 
adding up to perhaps 400 
words, I found five spelling er- 
rors or serious errors of punc- 
tuation. Of the errors we do 
make, most are first edition 
mistakes, corrected for the 
bulk of the daily run. 


Andrew Man 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


Sir. Could it be that Tony Blair, 
in authorising the cost of min- 
isters taking their partners on of- 
ficial visits abroad, is hoping that 
they will avoid the kind of ac- 
cusations Bill Clinton is faring? 
It could be money well spent. 
STEPHEN LEEKE 
Warboys, Cambridgeshire 


“It will all end in tears. Most of the women will lose then- 
seats at the next election, and the Mother of Parliaments 
wfll return, thankfully, to being the best dub in London." 

- Sir Julian Critchiey, former Tory MP, on Blair's babes 

“Pbets don't build swimming pools. Fm going to spend it 
on the electricity bill and food.” - Don Paterson, on 
winning the £5,000 TSESot prize 

“I am a well-known flitist. I don’t even own a pair of train, 
ers. If I did, I am sure they would be very fragrant." 

- Lord Gowrie 

“The best way to build a stone wall is at dusk and when you 
are slighdy drunk. It realty flaws.” - Giles Downes, the Queen’s 
architect. 

“Aromatherapy is like going into the countryside and sm elling 
flowers. It should be available in Parliament. They already 
have it in some mental hospitals.” - Simon Hughes, libera/ 
Democrat MP 
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Castro and the Pope agree on 
one thing — down with America! 
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DAVID 

AARON OVITCH 

THE CLASH 
OF ICONS 


An icon is someone you can recognise from 
behind. William Hague and Kate Winslet, 
for example, are not icons; MargareL Thatch- 
er and John Wayne certainly were. And two 
of the greatest extant icons came together 
this week on a warm, beautiful island in the 
Caribbean. 

No, not Mick Jagger and Tina TUrner on 
Mustique. Two great hero/villains of the sec- 
ond half of this century, celebrated their 
likely survival into the early years of the next, 
by meeting up, kissing each other and 
hanging out The Pope and Fidel (having out- 
lived Leonid, Margaret, Josip Broz, Kim II 
Sung and Jimmy Stewart) were celebrating 
their own remarkable longevity. To see them 
together was to go on icon overload, like 
looking at old photographs of Churchill, 
Stalin and Roosevelt at the Yalta conference, 
or a enjoying a dream of Diana having din- 
ner with Marilyn in heaven. 

For one moment I had a fantasy of them 
.swapping their iconic togs, like footballers 
exchange shirts at the end of a big match. 
Fidel would clamber into a cassock, bang 
the crucifix round his neck and don the skull- 
cap. John Paul H, in turn, would fasten those 
fatigues, pull up the combat boots and firm- 
ly clamp a huge Havana between his den- 
tures. Disappointingly, only one wore the full 
iconic regalia: the Pope turned out in snow- 
white Popegear, but Castro wore a dark suit. 
This made him look attractively winsome, 
as though he were a young suitor visiting his 
gutEneraFs parents one Sunday lunchtime. 

So, there they were, these two redoubtable 
men, icons grown old. One once represent- 
ed the vigour, sexiness and hope of socialist 
revolution; the other the much longer tradi- 
tion of the one true church. What was it that 
drew them together, that made their sharing 
of one spotlight so surprisingly comfortable? 

There is, after all, one pretty bone of con- 
tention between them - God. Fidel does not 
believe in him, and the Rape does. And, in- 
sofar as communism has traditionally been 
associated with godlessness, one would ex- 


pect the Cuban regime to be exactly the type 
of government here on earth that the Pon- 
tiff would most like to dislodge. Especial- 
ly as he has been accorded a similar 
accolade with regard to the fall of the Berlin 
wail to that which The Sun allowed ilself 
after the 1 992 election - it was the Pope wot 
won it. 

It should not have been a surprise, 
therefore, to see the American magazine 
Time comment in its latest issue that “this 
week the Pope brings his message of free- 
dom to Fidel Castro, as two of the world's 
giants collide"'. According to this version of 
the iconoclash, Fidel is tolerating the Pope 
because he is desperate for recognition, and 
the Holy Father is there to wean weary 
Cubans away from communism. 

This is old-fashioned. America-centric, 
Cold War bollocks. The idea that the Pope 
has a “message of freedom" is in any case 
bizarre. Catholicism is not about freedom, 
which it does not recognise as essential for 
the human condition. Dignity, yes. Freedom, 
no. The Holy Office of the Inquisition - re- 
named the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Fhith - still exists today; and you can 
slili be branded a heretic in today's church. 
Old Galileo was only rehabilitated in 1992. 
some 360 years after having been con- 
demned; Gorbachev managed to get 
Bukharin rehabilitated inside 50. 

Bui even the fact that both Cuba and the 
church aren't democratic isn't really the 
point. The fact is that, these days, there is 
more that can unite men like Castro and 
Wojtila than must necessarily divide them. 
For a start, they are not as hostile to each 
other as an American perspective might as- 
sume. Fidel has drunk at the well of liber- 
ation theology: there are plenty of Catholics 
that he likes and would call comrade. His 
enemies are those forces that would crush 
him and - in his terms - destroy his coun- 
try. Catholicism is not one of those forces. 

Now look at the world from under the 
skullcap, communism, once the terrible sec- 
ular threat to organised religion, is every- 
where vanquished. From Italy to Argentina, 
from Canada to Kamchatka, there are no 
communists. Across the world the market 
reigns. So the Ripe's enemy is no longer or- 
ganised labour, marching to the drumbeat 
of a single ideology, defeated if that one ide- 
ology is defeated. In 1998 it is the far more 
powerful, less ideological and therefore less 
confrontablc global system of capitalism 
which provides the church with its challenge. 

In its global phase capitalism is raising 
as many ethical and spiritual questions, as 
it answers material ones. Across the devel- 
oped world many are richer, but most are. 
they say. no happier. In a flicker of a com- 
puter screen whole communities arc swept 
away, employers feel no responsibility for 
their employees, employees feel no loyalty 
to their companies. Fidel and John Paul may 
look at Russia, and see communism replaced 
with prostitution, exploitation, rampant 
crime and all the other ugly stepsisters of 
consumerism. And both do not like what 
they see. This is something that Americans 
cannot understand. 

So, these two last doddering represen- 
tatives of two great ideologies, both of which 
contend that there is something above us. 
whether it be the possibility of a heaven on 
earth, or the certainty of a heaven in heav- 
en, can find both common cause and sense 
some opportunity. Both members of a 
priestiy caste, set to show us the pa t b to en- i 
light enment, they appeal, in their different 
ways, to deeper human values. They can 
make us good human beings. Anything you 
can do. they are saying, icon do berter. 


Berating politicians will not bring 
public money back to the arts 



TRfVOR 

PHILLIPS 

THE VOTERS 
CALL THE TUNE 


1 don’t often f eel sorry for 
politicians, but I spared a 
prayer the other day For Chris 
Smith. This week, the with- 
drawal of grams to one London 
theatre, following the Arts 
Council's cut in funding from 
the Government, has provoked 
a son of Wagnerian fury, most 
of which has fallen around the 
head of the poetry-reading Sec- 
retary of Stale for Culture. 
And he was subjected to a 
double -pronged attack by Sir 
Peter Hall and Lesley Garrett 
while finishing the nice lunch 
provided by arts guru Melvyn 
Bragg: not the ideal mood mu- 
sic for your dessert. 

A debate over arts funding 
in Britain could be a good 
thing. If it brings the public 
rushing to the artists" defence 
it will be marvellous. If it were, 
better still, to bring the public 
rushing to put their hands in 
their pockets and their bums on 
the seals it would be even bet- 
ter. Best of ail, if it persuades 
our politicians to force the arts 
higher on the list of the Trea- 
sury's priorities, then we enter 
the kingdom of heaven. How- 
ever, there is a long way to go 
before that happens. 

What accomplished artists at 
the top of their professions, 
such as Sir Peter and Miss 
Garrett, may not have grasped 
is that, sadly, their genius for 
combining artistic achievement 
and pulling power is excep- 
tional. For the most part, the 
publicly supported arts world 
does not manage both tricks at 
the same l ime. That is why they 
need public funds. But in order 
to gain public funds at a high- 
er level, we need to win over the 
public: and howls of outrage at 
a popular government are not 
the best start. 

This may provoke renewed 
cries of “Uriah Heep”: but I 
think that genuine supporters 
of the arts can see that there is 
little mileage in being stupidly 
butch. It may make for mar- 
vellous speeches; but life is 
not a play, and rhetoric will not 
make much difference to the 
opportunities open to real 
artists in the real world. There 
are a few home truths that need 
to be registered if we are to 
have any hope of improving t he 






Peter Hall (left) at The South Bank Show" Awards, where he lectured Chris Smith (middle) Photograph: PA 


appalling position of artists 
and arts organisations. 

First, the fact that people 
come to cultural events, 
whether film, theatre, visual arts 
or music, does not mean that 
they think that the taxpayer 
should provide more money for 
these activities. All the signs are 
that the public does wonder why 
it has to back artists in this way. 
New voices in Parliament mut- 
ter that there is no reason why 
the public should support opera 
or theatre, when football has to 
make its own way; and they do 
not all come from the unre- 
constructed Tory right. It is 
not good enough to shout 
"philistine" or “brute”; this is 
not a convincing argument 
when used against a smart- 
suited New Labour govern- 
ment that includes one of our 
greatest actresses. It also 
sounds utterly hypocritical from 
people who told us only a year 
ago that New Labour would 
save the nation. What are peo- 
ple to make of the principles of 
those who squeal when they 
find that their particular vest- 
ed interest is not first in the 
queue for rescue? Were we in 
the arts asleep when Gordon 
Brown promised to continue 
Tory spending policies? 

Second, it is true that several 
years of stand-still funding have 
left many arts organisations 
on the verge of collapse, des- 
perately searching for more 
and more crowd-pleasing (and 
often unadventurous) ways of 
making the books balance. But 
it is also true that hardly any- 
one asks whether we need the 
number of arts organisations we 
have, or whether they are the 
right sorts of institutions for the 
2 1st centurv. 


The Greenwich Theatre, 
for example, has over the past 
two years swallowed more than 
half-a-million pounds of public 
money'. Its board, which in- 
cludes some outstanding peo- 
ple who know about theatre, 
could hardly be regarded as 
novices or incompetents. Yet, 
audiences have fallen steadily, 
and the deficit has risen to over 
£200 000, with no sign of either 
trend being reversed. In spite 
of some critical success, on av- 
erage fewer than three out of 
10 seats were filled by paying 
customers last year. The audi- 
ence for the kind of theatre put 
on at Greenwich has disap- 
peared from south-east Lon- 
don, and no matter how many 
big names are imported, this is 
no longer a viable proposition. 

Third, the fact that an arts 
organisation once had public 
funding does not mean that it 
should retain H for ever. Unless 
governments were able to guar- 
antee' a larger proportion of 
public money for the arts every 
single year, that would mean 
that no new artists could ever 
gain access lo public support. 
That doesn't leave much room 
for the emerging talents from, 
say, the minority communities 
who do not want to do theatre 
or music the way it has tradi- 
tionally been done , and do not 
want to have to rely on a white 
sponsor to get their work done. 
The funding system has to be 
able to refresh itselfr as some 
come in. others must go out. 

Fourth, don't let's be sniffy 
about the role of non-Treasuxy 
funds. The contribution to bring- 
ing on new talent in the part- 
nership between the London 
Arts Board and Sir Cameron 
Mackintosh is a lifeline to many 


of the capital's young artists; and 
writing as chairman of the LAB, 
I can cheerfully say that anyone 
else who wants to put up mon- 
ey for artists and arts organisa- 
tions can call me up any time. 
But we should not rest our 
hopes on the much-hoped-for 
lottery pot of gold; new legisla- 
tion may well make it possible 
to use lottery cash for people in- 
stead of palaces - as ever, de- 
mand wifi dwarf supply. 

Finally, there may be a be- 
lief that like most previous 
governments, minis ters in this 
one will back down once they 
realise - shock, horror, gasp - 
that they may not be invited to 
opening nights if they don't roll 
over. Forget iL Even if they be- 
lieved that, the big men in this 
Government probably would- 
n't care much; they buy their 
own tickets and are proud of it 
This lot wifi not be frightened 
by anyone except the voters. 

And that perhaps is where 
we all need to turn our atten- 
tion. Berating people who have 
been elected to do what they are 
doing simply suggests arro- 
gance. The case for public in- 
vestment is not yet matte in spite 
of the gallant efforts of many - 
the National Campaign for the 
Arts, for example. Shouldn't all 
the glamorous firepower be di- 
rected towards creating a com- 
pelling case for the arts being 
funded with public money? No- 


body argues about money for li- 
braries, even when they are 
late in being built, and the 
shelves don't work. The same 
could not be said about the 
opera. We need, as a prerequi- 
site, to show that we are man- 
aging the arts effectively and 
efficiently; and that where the 
public's money is being used it 
is being used to back work that 
is high quality and innovative. 

But the overriding case for 
public investment in the arts is 
not economic, or social, or po- 
litical; it is not even the value 
of the arts themselves. All of 
these reasons could equally be 
supported by private dona- 
tions. No, the case lies m the 
ample fact that, as a society, we 
need artists to tell us our own 
story, to make sense of the 
world we are in and to reflect 
our values and morals in a va- 
riety of ways. But if we are to 
have this done honestly, and 
without the hand of political or 
commercial despots inserting a 
distorting lens between the 
artist and the audience, there 
must be untainted backing from 
a neutral source, and the Trea- 
sury is as close as we’ll come to 
it The real case for public in- 
vestment in the arts is not that 
it makes our society rich or that 
it keeps artists supplied with 
canvas and oils it is that h is the 
only hope of keeping us hon- 
est about ourselves. 




If it’s got a plug on the end of it, Bill Gates wants a piece of it 
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CHARLES 

ARTHUR 

WHO CAN STOP 
MICROSOFT? 


“Microsoft may bid for BT 
said the morning papers yes- 
terday. The story hummed 
around the stock exchanges 
for hours. It looked as though 
Kfl Gates— you know, the other 
Bill, the unpopular one who 
also lives in Washington, not the 
district of Columbia but the 
state -mi gh t become the man 
-<sq the end of the phone. It 
wasn't true, as it turned out, but 
it was frightening for a fo w 
hours. 

After afi, nobody outside the 
computer industry cares very 
tnuch if Netscape - a bunch of 
progr amm ers who wear their 
baseball caps backwards, do 
"their work and order pizzas at 


3am. and live in Silicon Valley 
- gets rolled over by BO] Gates's 
behemoth, do they? And no- 
body really minds if countless 
smaller software rivals find 
they either do things Microsoft's 
way or don't do them at alL 
Tbat's the way of the market, 
people say. 

But suggest that Bill Gales 
might own BT and you change 
the game. If you picked up the 
phone, would the dialling tone 
still be saying “Brrrrr"? Or 
would it be “BOllHIlllllWIir? Or 
just “ Moneyyyyyyyy" ? And, 
cynics might ask. would it crash 
all the time? 

The rumour wasn't true, 
but it helps put the raging bat- 
tles in the computer world into 
worrying perspective. If we 
only perceive computers as 
things we use at work, and oc- 
casionally at home, to do par- 
ticular tasks, it doesn't seem 
very threatening if Microsoft 
takes them over. Word pro- 
cessing? Who cares if the 
program is by Microsoft or 
Nichemarket Software ? 

But when you start th ink ing 
about the way telecommunica- 
tions changes business, and 
you think about the way that 

Microsoft uses its size to tilt any 

playing field it gets on to in its 
favour, then you realise that if 
Microsoft did swallow BT that 
tuna steak really could end up 


dearer. Did the computers that 
supermarkets use to work out 
their orders use Microsoft soft- 
ware, which crashed and sent 
the loriy with the fish to 
Llandudno instead of London? 
So sony. 

Lest this sound too fanciful 
(as the rumours were), let me 
quote Gates earlier this week, 
when he admitted his compa- 
ny had had talks with 
telecomms companies: “All we 
need to do is take Windows 
[software] and extend it so that 
it can be the base for telepho- 
ny ... and find out what the 
communicat ions industry needs 
in order for Windows NT (an- 
other Microsoft operating sys- 
tem] to be a key building 
block.” 

Note that phrase, "key 
building block”. Thai's where 
Gates wants to be - holding 
everything up. controlling the 
toll bridge for software. This is 
a company which wants so 
much to control your life that 
later this year it is introducing 
a chip-powered children's toy. 
Interactive Barney, which "talks 
and sings along with your video 
and PC". I Of course, it your 
home computer isn't running 
Windows, your purchase will be 
in vain.) 

Would-be rivals will always 
be behind the game because 
Microsoft, being a single com- 


pany. always has ihe commer- 
cial edge of knowing what it is 
planning next. That's the pow- 
er of monopoly, as any Mono- 
poly player learns: when you 
own all the squares, you don't 
mind who lands on them, be- 
cause they always end up pay- 
ing you. 

The idea of competition be- 
ing shut out has led many 
Americans- usually so ready to 
applaud success - to oppose the 
idea that Microsoft might 
spread its tentacles any further. 
Some have dcveli iped a visceral 
haired for Gates, which can t 
have come from a few annoy- 
ing computer crashes. While the 
US Department of Justice son- 
of “won” part if its anti-trust 
lawsuit yesterday -with Micro- 
soft agreeing not lo twist PC 
manufacturers' 3rms n.i make 
them install its Iniemet brows- 
er - the wider game is not over. 

“In the real world. Microsoft 
has already succeeded in nail- 
ing Netscape.” said Gary Aden, 
a technology analyst. “The 
damage may have already been 
dune. Microsoft may have al- 
ready accomplished iLsgoal in 
defeating its competitors. " 

So people are asking: since 
the Department of Justice has 
signal K failed to close the 
Gates, is there some comput- 
ing innovation on the way that 
will have I he same effect? 


Perhaps. While the com- 
puter industry may be relatively 
young, we have been here be- 
fore. IBM used lo be the one 
constantly fighting the US De- 
partment of Justice, forever 
signing anti-trust “consent de- 
crees". IBM dominated. Then, 
in 1982, the PC came along. 
(Ironically, it was IBM that 
moved the PC from the hob- 
byist's garage and on to the cor- 
porate desktop.) IBM thought 
hardware would be the key: ir 
turned out that was easy to 
make - software is the really 
valuable stuff. Microsoft won. 

Now, some people are 
tempted to think that a pro- 
gramming language called 
“Java" could be the undoing of 
Microsoft, could turn back the 
Microsoft tide and Bill Gates's 
wish to have his software run on 
every computer, everywhere. 

Unfortunately, if Java is the 
answer, then the question must 
he a pretty silly one. Java is a 
computer programming lan- 
guage - like Cobol. Basic. For- 
tran. Pascal, Lisp. More 
prosaically. Web surfers will 
know it as "that thing on Web 
sites which crashes your 
computer". 

Java doesn't try to replace 
Windows, or any operating sys- 
tem. It just lets computers con- 
nected over a network run the 
same programs, no matter what 


the chips or operating systems 
inside them are. It's a way of do- 
ing thine? in spread-out systems. 

Interestingly, Microsoft has 
tried to co-opt it and create its 
own “standard" Java, which of 
course only does things on 
Microsoft-based machines. Per- 
haps Gates does see it as a 
threat. Certainly Larry Elli- 
son. head of the enormous 
database company Oracle, has 
touted Java and an idea called 
the “network computer" (es- 
sentially a PC. but without a 
hard disc) as the way to stran- 
gle Microsoft. It's not going to 
happen, because even if your 
TV metamorphoses into a 
computer it will still need an 
operating system underneath - 
and Microsoft will deter- 
minedly wedge itself in. 

While it's tempting to hope, I 
Micawber-like, that “something 
will turn up" that will rebuff 
Gates, it's likely to be something 
as lateral, as unobvious, as the 
PC was. At the time, that was 
thought to be another string in 
IBM’s all-embracing' bow, an- 
other building block. It turned 
out to be the thread that un- 
ravelled its power. Perhaps 
something is coining; but in the 
meantime, people- will be 
cheering the Department of 
Justice on and jeering every 
time Bill Gates whines, “But we 
only want to compete 1” 
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Chaim 

Bermant 


Chaim Icyk Bermant, writer: 
bom Bresiev, Poland 26 
February 1929; married 1962 
Judy WeO (two sons, two 
daughters); died London 20 
January 1998. 


Nobody - rabbi, scholar or 
politician - was as central to 
British Jewish life as Chaim 
Bermant. Over two decades, his 
"On the Other Hand" column 
was the centrepiece of the 
Jewish Chronicle. As such, it pro* 
vided both stability and con- 
troversy. He brought into focus 
the preoccupations, follies and 
foibles of a disparate yet dis- 
tinctive minority. Although this 
minority almost wilfully failed to 
cohere in other respects, every 
week it united in devouring - 
whether with relish or indiges- 
tion - the Bermant column. 

His ability to achieve this was 
based upon a style that, for all 
is earthy and conversational 
qualities, was consistently ele- 
gant The magic ingredient was 
humour. He had a warmth and 
a wit that enabled him to con- 
vey profound sentiments with 
the lightest of touches. 

The product of a rigidly or- 
thodox upbringing, he was by 
temperament and intellectual 
inclination both flexible and 
liberal. He was drenched in tra- 
ditional Judaism and retained 
a love for it throughout his life. 
If ever a Jew advanced the 
spirit of his religion above the 
letter of religious law, it was 
Chaim Be rman t. In an age of 
doubt, in which Bermant often 
found himself on the side of the 
sceptics and agnostics against 
these empowered to speak with 
authority on Jewish religious 
teaching, be was sometimes 
asked about his own beliefs. “I 
believe in Judaism.” he would 
reply, “but not in rabbis." 

This was a telling remark for 
someone whose father had 
been a rabbi, originally in East- 
ern Europe, where Chaim was 
bora in 1929, in Bresiev in a part 
of Poland subject to frequent 
border changes. In 1933, the 
family moved to a small, large- 
ly Jewish village in Latvia, 
where Chaim's father found 
himself in charge of both of the 
two local synagogues. This ex- 
perience prompted Bermant 
Lo recall in relation to the cus- 
tom of celebrating two-day Jew- 
ish holidays in the Diaspora, 
that he had always thought this 
was “so that one rabbi could 
minister to two congregations". 

In 1938, the Berm an is came 
to Glasgow where, after school 
the young Chaim taught for a 



Bermant; ‘I believe in 
Judaism, but not in rabbis 1 
Photograph: Ken Sharp 


BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

JOHNSTONE: Mareoerirt:, formerly 

of Harpcoden. aged 88, peacefully al 
Capw.il Grange N lining Home, 
Luton. Widow of Maurice, beloved 
mother of Primrose and David. 
Funeral at Gaiston Crematorium 
Friday 30 January 3pm. Donations to 
cancer research. 

‘ Announcements tor Gazette BIRTHS, 

MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Murlagss, Daatht, MerrfO- 
rial semtea, Wedding a nni ver sa r ies, In 
Memoriam) should be sent in writing 
to the Gautte Editor, The Indepen- 
dent, I Canada Square, Canary Wharf 
London EM SDL. telephoned to 0171- 
295 2012 (24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 2011) or fixed to OI7I-293 MW, 
and are charged at £6SQ a Rue (VB.T 
extra). OTHER Gazette announce- 
ments (notices, functions, Fbrthcom- 
mg marriages, Marriages) must be 
submitted to writing (or fend) and are 
charged at OOa fine, VAT extra. They 
should bo accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number. 


Changing of the Guard 

TODAY: The Household Cavalry Mount- 
ed Regiment mount* the Queen's Life 
Guard m Horn Guards, Ham. TO- 
MORROW; The Household Cavalry 
Mourned Regiment mounts the Queen’s 
Life Guard at Horae Guards. Iflara; Nij- 
megen Company Grenadier Guards 
mounts the Quo en s Guard, at Bucking- 
ham Palace, llJOam. hand provided by 
the Irish Guards. 


while in Hebrew classes. One of 
his pupils was Cyril Harris, to- 
day the Chief Rabbi of South 
Africa. Thus was achieved the 
final leavening of the unique 
Be rman t accent - Polish- 
Uthuanian-Latvian-Yiddish- 
Scottisb - in which short, 
staccato phrases issued through 
an equally complex arrange- 
ment of facial hair, itself 
consistently at risk from the 
sparks and smoke of a dangling, 
untipped cigarette. 

An ardent, though far from 
uncritical, Zionist, Bermant 
spent several prolonged periods 
in Israel He tried kibbutz life 
in the early 1950s and, after 
marrying the painter Judy Well 
twice tried to transfer his fam- 
ily life to the Holy Land - in the 
1970s and 1980s. However, he 
found it holier in Hampstead 
Garden Suburb, upon which he 
frequently bestowed Eden-like 
qualities in print. 

After higher education at 
Glasgow University and the 
LSE, he became a school- 
teacher between 1955 and 1957, 
before joining Scottish TV and 
then Granada, where he 
worked for Sidney Bernstein 
alongside Jeremy Isaacs. Had it 
not been for that impenetrable 
accent, be would doubtless have 
appeared more often than he 
did in front of the cameras. As 
it was, he showed considerable 
flair as a television dramatist 
with Pews (1980), a play about 
a non-Jew mischievously con- 
scripted into a quorum for 
Jewish prayer. 

He was a skilled writer of fic- 
tion and non-fiction, with 30 
bools to his credit His novels, 
including Jericho Sleep Alone 
(1964), Berl Moke Tea (1965) 
and Now Newman Was Old 
( 1978) were small masterpieces 
of sympathetic humour. His 
non-fiction works, including 
the acclaimed account of lead- 
ing Anglo-Jewish families. The 
Cousinhood (1971) and a biog- 
raphy, in 1990, of the emeritus 
Chief Rabbi Lord Jakobovits, 
were invariably informative and 
readable. 

He joined the staff of the 
Jewish Chronicle in 1961 and 
three years later became its fea- 
tures editor. But office routine 
was a constraint and he em- 
barked upon a freelance life in 
1966. In the following three 
decades he wrote for a number 
of newspapers, notably the Ob- 
server and .the Daily Telegraph, 
with great eloquence and some 
versatility - he once briefly 
wrote a food column. 

But bis motivation and his 
milieu were quintessentialiy 
Jewish, and his principal pub- 
lic platform was the Jewish 
Chronicle. His knowledge and 
background gave him the au- 
thority to expose intolerance 
3nd absurdities wherever they 
occurred, even wi thin the most 
observant of religious circles. 
His powers of expression - as 
potent as any journalist writing 
in this country - made such ex- 
posure effective. He despised fa- 
naticism, blinkered intolerance 
and injustice and was able to 
attack examples of them with- 
out recourse to vitrioL He was 
also capable of fond praise and 
lyrical reflection. 

- Gerald Jacobs 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr T. J. Keer 
and Ms J. L. Gallant 

Tbe engagement is announced be- 
tween Tim. son of the late Major 
John Keer and of Mrs Patrick Jack- 
son, of St Albans, Hertfordshire, and 
Jeri, elder daughter of Mr Norman 
Gallant, of Southfield, Michigan, 
USA, and of Mis Sylvia Goldfarb, of 
Bingham farms, Michigan. 

Birthdays 

Mr Ernest Borgnine, actor, 81; Lt- 
Gen Sir Anthony Denkon-Snuth, for- 
mer GOC, 4th Division, 56; Mr Neil 
Diamond, singer and songwriter. 
57; Mr Bamber Gascoigne, author 
and quizmaster, 63; Miss Nastassja 
Kinski, actress, 37; Dr Desmond 
Morris, zoologist, 70; Sir Donald 
Murray, a former Lord Justice of Ap- 
peal Supreme Court of Northern Ire- 
land. 75; Dr Ian Oliver, Chief 
Constable, Grampian, 58; Miss Jane 
Somerville, consultant physician, 65; 
The Most Rev John Aloysius Wfcrd, 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Cardiff, 69; Air Commodore Sir 
Archie WloskSI, former captain of die 
Queen's Flight, 81. 

Anniversaries 

Births Edith Newbold (Jones) 
Wharton, novelist, 1862. Deaths; Sir 
Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill 
statesman, 1965. On this day. the 
first train passed over the Forth 
Bridge, 1890- Today is the Feast Day 
of Si Baby) as of Antioch, St fvlidan 
Of Foiigno, St Francis of Sales and 
Si Maccdonius the Barley-eater. 



Letting slip his private persona: Eden in the field in Guyana, 1993 


Michael J. Eden 


Photograph: Rob Potter 


Michael John Eden, 
geographer: born Brendiley, 
Kent 10 December 1936; 
Lecturer, Bedford College 
(later Royal Holloway, 
University of London) 1964- 
94, Senior Lecturer 1994-98; 
died Berkhamsted, 
Hertfordshire II January 1998. 


Michael J. Eden was a con- 
cerned environmentalist long 
before such a title and role be- 
came fashionable. His work on 
tropical ecology and land man- 
agement in Venezuela, Colom- 
bia, Guyana, Brazil and Papua 
New Guinea established him in- 
ternationally. He was also well- 
known for his forays into remote 
sensing (viewing the Earth from 
satellite images) in relation to 
the evaluation of tropical land 
cover and management practices. 

Eden was an experienced 
and proficient field worker in 
tropical regions. He was Leader 
of tbe Geographical Magazine 
Hovercraft Expedition to Ama- 
zonas in 196S, Scientific Leader 
of the Colombian Amazonas 
Expedition of 1977, and a mem- 
ber of the Royal Geographical 
Society’s Maraca Rainforest 
Project between 1985 and 1987. 


His book Ecology and Land 
Management in Amazonia was 
published in 1990. Reviewing it 
in the Geographical Journal. 
Professor Nigel Smith con- 
cluded that it was "the best book 
on Amazonian development 
available". 

Eden was appointed to a 
Lectureship in the Department 
of Geography at Bedford Col- 
lege, London, in 1964, where in 
those early years he contributed 
to teaching on first-year clima- 
tology, aspects of geomorphol- 
ogy and Latin America. In the 
courses that he taught subse- 
quently, on tropical ecological 
systems and tropical forest ecol- 
ogy and management (he re- 
mained at the college, through 
its various incarnations, until his 
death), he captivated a genera- 
tion of undergraduate students. 

Michael Eden was born in 
1936, the son of a Methodist 
minister, whom he outlived by 
little more than a year. Fol- 
lowing his schooling at Kings- 
wood School, in Bath, he 
undertook National Service as 
a Pilot Officer in the Royal Air 
Force before going up to Christ 
Church. Oxford, in 1958 to 
read Geography. He worked as 
a soil surveyor attached to the 


Whterand frwer Development 
Authority in West Pakistan be- 
fore taking an MSc al McGiU 
University. His thesis was pub- 
lished in 1964 as The Sai'anna 
Ecosystem : Northern Rupununi, 
British Guiana - the first pub- 
lication in the McGill Savanna 
Research Series. Whilst under- 
taking this field project, he also 
served as the Director of Mc- 
Gill's field research station in 
British Guiana (now Guyana). 

Eden was the quintessential 
English gentleman, kind, dig- 
nified, self-effacing, and with a 
dry sense of humour which 
took a while to decipher. He 
came into his own when in the 
field in the tropics, or at one of 
the many meetings of Common- 
wealth geographers which he 
arranged or attended. Far from 
the conventions and restrictions 
of institutional life, Mike Eden 
let slip his very private persona. 

His workshops were always 
academically productive, and 
led to the publication of his two 
major works, Sensing and Trop- 
ical Land Management (19S6) 
and Land Degradation in the 
Tropics ( 19%), both co-prepared 
with Professor John Parry. 

As for his teaching, Eden in- 
structed from first-hand expe- 


rience. Dear and lucid, he ex- 
emplified tbe traditional virtues 
of the university educator. He 
was unequivocal in stressing 
that he could not see how any- 
one could persist in university 
teaching unless they had a last- 
ing commitment to communi- 
cate successfully with students. 

Eden preferred the humid 
tropics to what be regarded as 
the increasing aridity of uni- 
versity administration. When he 
did undertake administrative 
tasks, he did so wiLh quiet effi- 
ciency. From 1979 to 1988 he 
was a devoted Treasurer and 
European representative on 
the Committee of Manage- 
ment of the Commonwealth 
Geographical Bureau. 

After major surgery for can- 
cer some five years ago, Eden 
came full circle to research 
once again in Guyana. He was 
examining the sustainability of 
silviculture in the country’s in- 
terior. Last May, he organised 
and chaired a successful one-day 
meeting on land development 
issues in Guyana at Royal Hol- 
loway, University of London. 
He had commitments and plans 
for ongoing research when his 
brain tumour was diagnosed. 

- Robert B. Potter 


John Cooper 


John Cooper, Islamic scholar: 
bom Brighton, East Sussex 24 
August 1947; E.G. Browne 
Lecturer in Persian Studies, 
Cambridge University 1990- 
98; died Rheims, France 9 
January 1998. 


John Cooper, E.G. Browne 
Lecturer in Persian Studies at 
Cambridge University for the 
past eight years, had diverse in- 
terests rare for an academic. 
Not only was he accomplished 
in physiology and psychology, he 
later studied philosophy, mys- 
ticism and theology - and he 
had an exceptional command of 
Persian and Arabic to booL As 
a typographer he undertook 


complicated typesetting for Ox- 
ford University, especially in Per- 
sian and Arabic material. Above 
all, be was a classical scholar in 
the tradition of the Islamic 
philosopher ibn Sina Avicceni. 

Cooper graduated in 1970 
from St John's College, Oxford, 
in Psychology and Physiology. 
For five years he was the di- 
rector of English language stud- 
ies al International House, a 
language school in Casablanca. 
Morocco, and then did similar 
work in Iran at an army tech- 
nical school. In 1976 he moved 
to Ahwaz, also in Iran, where 
he lectured in physiology at the 
university. He began lo learn 
Arabic and Persian and devel- 
oped an interest in Islamic phi- 


losophy which took him in 1977 
lo the holy city of Qom, the cen- 
tre of Islamic learning in Iran. 

There he studied with prom- 
inent Shia Islamic scholars in- 
cluding Ayatollah Dr Mehdi 
Haeri-Yazdi, the son of the 
founder of the Theological 
School in Qom, and lectured in 
English at the Islamic Univer- 
sity (Dar al-Tabligb) founded in 
the 1970s by Grand Ayatollah 
Sayyed Karim Shariatmadari. 
He also acted, in a voluntary ca- 
pacity, as an interpreter to Shar- 
iatmadari. It was at this time that 
Cooper embraced Shia Islam. 

After his return from Iran, 
Cooper held a number of posts, 
including a rwo-year fellowship 
at the British Institute of Per- 


sian Studies (1982-84), before 
in 1990 being appointed Cam- 
bridge. He became a member 
of the Governing Council of the 
British Institute of Persian Stud- 
ies and also the general editor 
of the Islamic Encyclopaedia. He 
was the author of the two- 
volume A Manual of Islamic Be- 
liefs and Practice ( 1990) and the 
forthcoming Islam and Moder- 
nity: Muslim Intellectuals Rer 
spond. Among his translations 
is al-Tabari's Commentary cm the 
Qur'an (volume i, 1987). 

John Cooper had an instinc- 
tive wisdom which illuminated his 
students and those who worked 
with him. He was extremely 
affable and approachable. 

- Zahra Seif-Amirhosseini 


Roly Wason 


Cathcart Roland Wason, 
archaeologist, lens grinder, 

bus driver and writer: born 
Cossington; Somerset Z April 
1907; married 1935 Margherita 
Lamb (died 1992; three sons); 

died Taunton, Somerset 6 

January 1998. 


Rdy Whson was one of the great 
Cambridge intellects of the era 
preceding the likes of Anthony 
Blunt and Kim Phfiby and, as 
with them, Us political t hi n k ing 
changed radically from the cosy 
conversation into which he was 
boro towards Marxism; but, 
not as with them, be remained 
loyal to bis country. 

Wason was bom in Coss- 
ington, Somerset, in 1907. But. 
although he also spent the last 
year of bis life there, he felt as 
much at home in Scotland; his 
grand- and great-grandfathers 
were Eugene Wason and Peter 
Rigby Wason. Scottish Liberal 
MPs (the latter was a promot- 
er of the 1832 Reform Bill and 
co-founder of the Reform 
Club). And when his mother, 
the daughter of the founder of 
the Invalid Children’s Aid As- 
sociation (now I-Can), died 
nursing the wounded in France 
in the First World War, and his 
rear-admiral father was at sea, 
he was brought up in Ab- 
erdeenshire. It was this love of 
Scotland, and bis deep under- 
standing of the dass system, that 
led to the publication in 1976 of 
his radical interpretation of 
Scottish history Rebel Scotland. 

Wason’s academic brilliance 
was slow to gain recognition, 
however. He often joked that his 
tutor at Rugby School was de- 
lighted whenever' his marks 
were rally just below those of the 
worst performer in his form, but 
he went on to become head boy 
and then a leading student at 
Gooviile and Caius College, 
Cambridge, whence be gradu- 
ated with first dass honours with 
distinction in Latin, Greek and 
Ancient History. 

It was his love of Classics and 
Scotland that led to his meet- 
ing in Edinburgh with Margaret 
(“Margherita") Lamb. They 
eloped to Gretna Green, where 
they were married on 7 January 
1935. lb appease disconcerted 
parents they were married again 
at a registry office and finally in 
church, litis hat-trick of wed- 
dings seemed to work - they 
were parted only by Maigheri- 
ta's death 57 years later. 

During Whson’s time as Pro- 
fessor of Archaeology at the Uni- 
versity of Toronto, and Keeper 
of Near Eastern Antiquities at 
the Royal Ontario Museum, a 
position he had taken up at the 
tender age of 24, and Margfaeri- 
ta’s research for her PhD thesis, 
“Class Struggles in Ancient 
Greece”, the couple began trav- 
els and adventures that they con- 
tinued in three phases of their 
lives. In the late 1920s and 1930s, 
they explored the whole of Eu- 
rope, particularly tbe Soviet bloc; 
Greece and the Balkans. Trav- 
elling always by car (Frazer 
Nash. Lagonda, Bugatti, even on 
one occasion a 1902 de Dion 
Bouton), staying always in their 
rudimentary tent, they came to 


A 


the intelligentsia of Greece. 

Then, front the mki-1 95(te to 
the late 1960s. they retraced 
their steps with their three 
young sons, taking camping 
equipment, dothes and provir : 
sfohs for up to six weeks at a- 
time, on a motorcycle and side- 
car. After retirement m 

Seventies, they travelled "over- 
land to Nepal and Bangladesh, 
and the central Asian states of 
the then Soviet Union. 

Wason remained true to his 
beliefs throughout his life. Af- 
ter only a year at Toronto,- and 
a brief tenure as Lecturer in 
Classical Archaeology at Edin- 
burgh University, he abandoned 
teaching students interested 
more in gaining a degree than 
in archaeology. When, in. 1938, 
he became Organiser for the 
County of Argyll Labour Par- 
ty, be rejected offers of parlia- 
mentary posts, seeing them as 
corruptly motivated. Rather, he 
became an expert lens grinder 
at Barr and Stroud in Glasgow 

where, as a shop steward, he set 
up the most efficient socialist 
network seen on Clydeside. 

After an unsuccessful at- 
tempt at fruit far ming in Som- 
erset, he took up a post in 1953 
as works manager at the engi- 
neering firm, Richards & Tim- 
mins, and moved his young 
famil y to Hartlepool. When, 
wi thin months, the firm be- 
came yet another victim of the 
1950s recession, he and Mar- 



Wasom true to his beliefs 

gherita became bus conduc- 
tors for West Hartlepool 
Corporation Transport - the 
North-East’s most over- 
qualified “dippies". Roly went 
on to drive a bus for five years 
from 1953. and delighted his 
passengers, particularly the chil- 
dren, with stories, poems and 
jokes oolouifuUy recounted in 
his book Busman’s View (1958). 

Roly and Maigherita Watson 
returned to teaching for the 
last 15 years of their working 
lives, first at the Frederick Na- 
trass School in Nort on-on-Tees, 
then at Stevenage College, be- 
fore retiring to Somerset. Here 
Roly concluded his theory of the 
lessons to be learned from pat- 
terns that have occurred on at 
least half a dozen occasions 
through the histoiy of civilisation, 
as told in his parables. The Sons 
of War ; which have not yet been 
published. He was be ginning to 
communicate this message to his 
correspondents on the Internet 
on his first computer, which he 
acquired on his 90th birthday. 

— Graham Wason 


Gulzarilal Nanda, politician, 
died Ahmadabad. India 16 Jan- 
uary, aged 99. Interim prime 
minister of India twice, first 


when JawabarlaJ Nehru died in 
office in 1964, and again when 
his successor Lai Bahadur Shas- 
tri died in 1966. 


FAITH & REASON 


Gunmen sheltering in the shadow of the Cross 


ft is no good for the churches 
in Northern Ireland to wring 
their hands over sectarian 
killings, says Paul Handley , 
Editor of the Church Times. 
The violence is their fault. 


Last week was a pretty spectacular 
week for Christian unity. On Monday 
the Irish National Liberation Army 
and (probably) the Ulster Freedom 
Fighters acted in concert. They both 
killed somebody. Just to prove this 
wasn’t a fluke, on Wednesday they did 
it again. 

Of course, Christianity is not the 
sole, nor even the chief, reason why 
a carpet salesman, a taxi driver and 
three others now lie dead, but it is 
deeply implicated in any sectarian act 
in Northern Ireland, If the gunmen 
aren't adherents, their parents most 
likely are. and their neighbours, and 
the various people who formed their 
character and opinions. And if, by the 
slightest chance, none of these had 
beeq touched by faith, there are so 


many believers in the province and on 
the mainland, that the violence should 
have been slopped long ago. 

Not, on balance, a good moment, 
then, in the histoiy of the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, which 
this is. It is 90 years since the idea of 
a such a week was first tried out. and 
you would be forgiven for asking what, 
if anything, all those prayers for all 
those years had achieved. But never 
mind the 90 years; the search for 
Christian unity stretches back nearly 
2,000 years, to those awkward com- 
mands of Jesus and Paul which sug- 
gest (to paraphrase) that any team 
which can't handle unity is heading for 
relegation. It's not Kenny Dalglish 
who should be worried about keep- 
ing his job. hur George Carey. John 
Paul n and all the rest. 

For an aide-memoire to those bib- 
lical sayings, one need only look 
down the list of texts chosen by the 
ecumenical group which prepares 
study material for Christian unity 
week. 1967 - “Called to one hope"; 
1970 - *“We are fellow workers for 
God": 1984 - “Called to be one ": 1 989 


- "One body in Christ”; 1990 - “That 
they all may be one”. 

Why does this make such de- 
pressing reading? Because if every- 
body had taken the first week 
seriously, they wouldn't have needed 
any more. The text for 19% was “Be- 
hold, I stand at the door and knock.” 
Jl doesn’t seem to have occurred to 
anybody that Christ might actually like 
a door or two to be opened. 

It would be unfair to suggest that 
nothing has happened. There are 
now hundreds of examples of local 
churches of different denominations 
sharing buildings and resources, 
sometimes even ministers. Even so, at 
the national and international level, 
the churches really aren't any closer 
together. So many of the stories one 
hears about local co-operation are ap- 
pended with the plea: “but don't tell 
the bishop/archdeacon/powers that 
be". And while people are being shot 
simply because they happen to be 
Catholics or Protestants, such acts of 
ecumenical politeness look pretty 
feeble. 

The Church's disunity makes me 


think of a milkman. For years he has 
been delivering milk to the same 
street, patiently and with resignation 
putting up with his customers’ chang- 
ing tastes in bottles, cartons, silver-, 
red-, gold- and blue-top. Their grum- 
bles persist, however, and provoke a 
couple of neighbours at the end of the 
street to start smashing each other’s 
bottles on the doorstep. Fortunately 
for the Church, the milkman win con- 
tinue to call for as long as somebody 
in the street wants him (“Behold, I 
stand at the door and ring for your or- 
der"). Bui having seen the antics of 
his customers - the grumblers as well 
as tbe bottle-smashers - is it any won- 
der that newcomers to the street are 
taking their coffee black? 

And then there are the people who 
buy their milk from a supermarket. 
There are now many churches which 
thrive partly because they refuse to get 
involved in the confused, time- 
consuming. Unrewarding business of 
getting institutions to merge. They can 
demonstrate the beneficial effect of 
concentrating all their efforts into the 
real task of the Church, which is 


saving souls, and can point to all the 
enthusiastic new people they have at- 
tracted. And as long as tbe mainstream 
churches are so half-hearted about 
unity, these exclusive brethren cannot 
be contradicted. , 

This is a paradox, since their re- 
sponse to disunity is so for from be- 
ing a solution that it is actually the 
problem. No church separates itself 
from others because it thinks itself 
worse than they are but because it 
wants to be superior; this is the root 
cause of sectarianism. And sectari- 
anism, cross-fertilised with the wrong 
cultural social and political elements, 
leads to violence. 

And so we return to the situation 
in Northern Ireland and the matter 
of Christian culpability. For all their 
band-wringing, it is only when the 
Presbyterian and Roman Catholic 
Churches are working more serious- 
ly for unity that they can legitimate- 
ly pray for an end to the killing. 
Until then, they should . apologise 
for it. 

• ‘Faith & Reason' is edited by Paid VhDefy 
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A dismal week for Rank as a catalogue of woe unfolds 
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MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


Iisbeen a dismal week for ihe 
Rank leisure group and its 
chief executive Andrew Teare. 
On Monday the shares were 
343p: yesterday they fell 17p 
(after 21 _5p) 10 307.25p, lowest 
since 1994. 

The group has been bal- 
vered by negative weekend 
comments and a profits warn- 
ing from Planet Hollywood, a 
rival to its Hard Rock Cafe 
chain. Then came the bingo 
discomfort of First Leisure and 
the off-lune profits warn i 02 
from EMI. the showbiz group. 

The catalogue of woe 
comes on top of growing stock 
market doubts about the di- 
rection of the bingo to cinema 
group. Next month it is due lo 
produce year's profits - 
around £298m is ibe consen- 
sus. Such a figure would com- 
pare favourably with the 
previous year’s depressed 
£65m hut represent little 
progress on a few years ago. 

The EMI warning, sending 


the shares sliding 4S.75p lo 
430p. is the latest illustration 
of the Far Eastern turmoil cut- 
ting into profits. Earlier this 
week Diageo, the internation- 
al drinks cocktail created by 
the GrandMct merger with 
Guinness, moaned about the 
Asian impact on sales. Its 
shares fell 21.5p lo 530p. 
They started the week at 565p. 

The Tiger turmoil, weak oil 
shares and a poor New York 
display on worries about the 
future of the Clinton admin- 
istration combined to erode 
Footsie, which ended 71.7 
points down at 5.181.4. 

Oils continued to suffer 
from weak crude prices, un- 
derlined by lower fourth quar- 
ter profits from Shell’s US 
arm. Shell fell ]6p to 4S7Jp 
and British Petroleum 33p to 
746p. Enterprise Oil lost l5p 
to 514p but Lasmo, again 
buoyed by takeover hopes, 
restricted its fall to Ip at 249p. 

Telecoms buzzed again 


although BT was on a party 
line of its own. Tailing 14p to 
569p after Thursday's excite- 
ment. In early trading the 
price touched 597.5p. 
Turnover was again brisk. 

Orange pul on 3.5p to 
296.25p and Cable and Wire- 
less, on hopes of a BT strike, 
rose JS.5p to 552p. COLT 
Telecom, spurred by Salomon 
Smith Barney interest jumped 
59p to S70p. 

Burton, the retailing group, 
actually went for the prover- 
bial Burton when the market 
closed with the shares up 
5.25p lo 151. 25p. On Monday 
trading starts in the demerged 
businesses, Arcadia, the col- 
lection of high street shops, 
and the Debenhams depart- 
ment stores chain. SG Secu- 
rities forecasts Arcadia 
producing profits of £82m this 
year and Debenhams £I36m. 

Northern Foods ended $p 
higher at 288p after confirm- 
ing it was considering de- 


merging its dairy operation. 
Cadbury Schweppes edged 
forward 7_5p to 699.5p. still re- 
flecting its Coca-Cola deal. 

Some hard hit shares 
bounced. BTR struggled off its 
year's low with a 5.5p gain to 
I57.5p. Supporting hopes that 
the worst may be over were a 
number of late deals, one a pur- 
chase of 3.87 million shares, at 
IbOp. 

PiUdngton. the glass maker. 

Share spotlight 

snare pnee, pence 
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rose 5p lo 1 1 l_5p. and battered 
and bewildered Laura Ashley 
added 5 op to 34p compared 
with the 20p touched after the 
threadbare figures appeared. 
Oasis Stores rallied 25 Sp to 
150p; a year ago the shares 
were 421.5p. 

Financial shares managed 
scattered gains. Northern 
Rock improved 3.5p to 612p 
ahead of next week's results; 
Halifax dosed 27p higher at an 
829p peak after touching 84 1 p. 

Shield Diagnostic jumped 
105p to 777_5p: it has, after 
weeks of rumours, at last 
signed a licensing agreement 
for its AFT heart attack test 
with US drugs group Abbot 
Laboratories. There are sug- 
gestions that Shield's royalty 
from each AFT test could be 
around 75p. 

Morgan Crucible, the en- 
gineering group, fell 4p to 
412/5p as profits downgrades 
appeared. Charterhouse 
Tilncyhascui its estimates bv 


up to 10 per cent because of 
the group’s exposure to Korea 
and Th ailan d. It is looking for 
£1 11.9m for last year and 
£116m this year. 

Weather Action hardened 
25p lo 82op after confinning it 
is in exparaaon talks. It said it was 
negotiating to create a “new 
weather service in association 
with a major US operation". 

Delyn. a little property 
group, put on 2.5p to 117.5p 
as Apollo Sales & Marketing 
lifted its stake to 23-57 per 
cent, buying 776.000 shares. 
On Thursday merchant 
banker Dawnay Day took a 
9.27 per cent interest. 

Telewest Communications 
shaded to 7S-5p after US West 
said it was thinking of in- 
creasing its 27 per cent stake 
in the British cable operator. 

Aromascan, the electronic 
nose concern, firmed 2p to 
13.5p- The 4.9 per cent stake sold 
this week was largely picked up 
by a private client stockbroker. 


TAK.I NG STOCK. 

Sanctuary, a management 
company in heavy rack music, 
tuned into the stock market 
after backing into quoted 
investment company 
Burlington. The shares closed 
at 345p against the 20p new 
shares were issued to raise 
£5 ,3m. Warrants handed out 
as part of the revamp ended 
at 7p. Sanctuary runs 20 
heavy metal and rock music 
acts. It also has a television 
production company It owns 
61 per cent of AIM-1 i sled 
Sanctuary Music, unchanged 
at 67.5p. 


Ofex continues to attract 
recruits. Renaissance 
Editions, handling metal 
sculptures and medallions, 
hopes to raise £l-5m by 
offering shares at lOp and 
Supreme Plastics is raising 
£266,500, selling shares at 
65p. Ellis & Partners is 
stockbroker to Renaissance: 
Ifeatber & Greenwood is 
Snpreme’s broker. 
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Revenue says sorry for sending out tax bills a week before payment 



The Inland Revenue yesterday 
issued its first apology over its new 
self-assessment system, admitting it 
was still sending out tax bills a week 
before the final deacfline for 
payment. Andrew Verity reports. 

Accountants estimate that hundreds of 
thousands of taxpayers are still awaiting tax 
bills - even though they sent in their tax 


returns by the first deadline, on 30 Sep- 
tember. If payments are not made by 31 
January, the Revenue will demand a sur- 
charge worth 5 per cent of the tax owed. 

The Revenue promised last year that 
taxpayers who returned their forms by that 
date would get a tax bill before 31 Janu- 
ary. But there are now widespread com- 
plaints that taxpayers are being left with 
too little time to pay their bills. 

A spokeswoman for the Revenue said: 
"If taxpayers are still receiving tax bilb we 


apologise for that because it was our in- 
tention that they should have them for the 
beginning of this month." 

The Revenue said it was reviewing its 
arrangements for posting material on 
masse in the future. It claims the problem 
is confined to tax agents who have 
promised to handle every detail of their 
clients' affairs. 

There are an estimated 3 million people 
who have still not yet returned their as- 
sessment forms and the Revenue forecasts 


that up to 1J million may face surcharges. 

But evidence from taxpayers suggests 
those who sent in tax forms before 30 Sep- 
tember are also getting their tax bills late. 
They face interest on their tax bill as well 
as a 5 per cent surcharge. 

Chas Roy-Chowdhuiy, senior officer at 
the Association of Certified Chartered 
Accountants, said: “A lot of people who got 
their lax bilLs in before 30 September are 
still only getting their tax bills now. It is 
cutting things a bit fine. 7 


The Association of Certified Chartered 

Accountants yesterday wrote to the Inland 

Revenue urging officials to show flexibil- 
ity when payments were late. “The matter 
has been dealt with in a less than expedi- 
tious manner. We want to Imow where the 
Revenue stands on late payments result- 
ing from the delays,” said Mr Roy- 
Chowdhury- 

The Revenue spokeswoman said tax- 
mwRtuiw free to anDcal if they were sur- 


payment But there would be no -wa^mg 
of interest charges for being late: tax- 

payer feels there is some reason why we 
should have got to them sooner they can 
make an appeal 'against any cost being 
levied. But the fart that they don t have 
their tax bill need not mean they cannot 
make the payment," she said. 

The Revenue admitted it had problems 

with its computer system for processing self- 


Growth slows but 
interest rate picture 
remains uncertain 


The economy slowed 
more than expected as 
1997 drew to a dose, 
according to preliminary 
official figures. Yet even 
with the leading “dove” 
on the Monetary Policy 
Committee sounding 
the alarm about Asian 
spillovers, the jury was 
still out on interest 
rates, says D/one Coyle, 
Economics Editor. 


National output rose by just 0.5 
per cent in the final quarter of 
1997. slowing from its 0.8 per 
cent gain the previous quarter 
to a pace close to the long-run 
trend. The forecast was for 0.6 
per cent. The economy grew 33 
per cent in the year as a whole, 
compared with 2.6 per cent in 
1996. the Office for National 
Statistics said. 

“The figures are frustrating^ 
inconclusive as for as the inter- 
est rate debate is concerned." 
said Kevin Gardiner, an econ- 
omist at Morgan Stanley. 

Analysts were fairly evenly 
split about the chance of a 
quarter-point increase in the 
cost of borrowing from the pre- 
sent level of 725 percent in Feb- 
ruary or March- Although some 
indicators of growth are point- 
ing down, there is enough evi- 
dence of pending inflationary 
pressure to sow uncertainty. 

This was not dispersed by 
DeAnne Julius, who confirmed 
her reputation as the most 
doveish member of the Bank of 
England's Monetary Policy 
Committee on interest rates by 
suggesting that the Asian crisis 
could trim UK growth by 0J5 to 
0.75 per cent. Although it is sug- 
gested she will be arguing 
against a rate rise in the meet- 
ing on 4-5 February, many City 
experts were surprised at the 
gloominess of her view. 

Her comments came as the 
Treasury announced that Asia 
will be high on the agenda of 
the meeting of G7 finance min- 


isters and central bankers in 
London next month, and also 
at forthcoming EU meetings. 

Gordon Brown, Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, wrote to 
Michel Camdessus, managing 
director of the International 
Monetary Fund, asking him to 
attend an EU finance minis ters'' 
meeting. He wrote: “European 
countries have a very substan- 
tial interest in foe successful res- 
olution of the current financial 
difficulties in Asia." 

Mr Brown also put forward 
some ideas for handling future 
crises, including promoting 
more transparency in econom- 
ic data and paying more atten- 
tion to financial stability in 
emerging markets. He wrote: *1 
hope we might begin to draw 
some lessons for foe future 
from what has happened.” 

Ms Julius, the only member 
of the MPC to have come from 
industry, said in her BBC radio 
interview yesterday: “Given foe 
strong state of the economy at 
present, that’ s nowhere near re- 
cession levels." 

She also downplayed 
alarmist fears about deflation, 
saying: “It’s too early to dedare 


John Lewis, the department 
store group, provided further 
evidence yesterday that con- 
sumers bad held back on 
spending in the run-np to 
Christmas in order to hunt for 
bargains in the winter sales. 

In the weekending 17 Janu- 
ary, the group’s department 
stores increased sales by 12.7 per 
cent on the same week the pre- 
vious year. Like many retailers, 
John Lewis saw a late surge in 
spendmg in the final days before 
Christmas but has seen a sig- 
nificant upturn in trading smee. 

Last week was dominated by 
strong sales in furnishings, with 
carpets and farniture, growing 
strongly. Audio and televisions 
also did well as did fitted 
kitchens. Sales at Waitrose, 
John Lewis’ supermarket group, 
saw sales increase by 63 percent 
in the week to 17 January: 

-Nigel Cope 


that foe battle against inflation 
is over and that now the chief 
enemy is deflation.” 

Ms Julius’ remarks followed 
a speech by Eddie George, 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, earlier in foe week saying 
risks to growth from the Asian 
crisis were “heavily on the 
downside”. 

Michael Saunders, UK 
economist at Salomon 
Brothers, said: “I think there 
probably will not be a rise, but 
you can see it’s going to be a 
very dose decision.” 

Stephen Lewis, chief econ- 
omist at Monument Deriva- 
tives, said foe Asian factor had 
probably put all the G7 central 
banks on hold at least until after 
foe meeting of finance minis- 
ters and central bankers late 
next month. 

And David HUUer of Bar- 
clays Capital said: “DeAnne 
Julius is clearty not convinced 
of the need for a further rate 
rise, but she is probably in a 
minority.” 

The uncertainty was re- 
flected in foe markets, with the 
pound slightly weaker mainly 
due to the dollar. The US cur- 
rency fell against foe yen as 
hopes emerged that foe Japan- 
ese government would soon 
move to boost the flagging 
economy. 

Yesterday’s preliminary es- 
timates showed that service sec- 
tor output picked up slightly 
during the three months, while 
manufacturing, energy supply 
and minin g were ail weaker. 
The ONS said foe decline in 
manufacturing output was very 
small, whereas electridty, oil 
and gas output was markedly 
weaker because of the mild 
weather. 

The fact that foe official fig- 
ures for manufacturing output 
were so subdued was regarded 
with caution, given foe mere up- 
beat signals from business sur- 
veys for December. On 
Thursday the British Chambers 
of Commerce reported that 
manufacturing deliveries and 
orders had actually risen in 
the final quarter of last year. 


EMI blames sales downturn 
on Far East financial turmoil 


The financial meltdown 
in the Far East has taken 
its toll on CD and record 
sales from Bangkok to 
Peking. Andrew Yates finds 
that the tall in sales has 
put EMI, the British 
music giant whose stable 

of recording artists 

include the Spice Girls 
and die Beaties, in a spin. 

According to EMI, music sales 
in the Far East have fallen by up 
to 10 per cent in the last few 
months as die economic turmoil 
has brought financial rum to 
thousands and caused con- 
sumer spending to slump. 

EMI warned yesterday that 
' Asian trading troubles would 
knock £25m off profits for the 
year to March. Part of this hit 
comes from writing off the ad- 
vances paid to local artists 
which the group will now strug- 
gle to recover. 

Simon Duffy, EMI’s fi- 
nance director, said yester- 
day: “This has taken us and 
everybody else by surprise. 
The market in Asia is still de- 
clining at the moment. There 
are no obvious signs of recov- 


ery and it could get worse." 
EMI has also been forced to 
merge some of its recording la- 
bels in foe area which wflj bring 
local redundancies. 

EMTs shares fell 48.75p to 
430p as analysts rushed to cut 
forecasts on growing concerns 
about foe long-term impact of 
the Far East crisis Dresdner 
Kleinwort Benson has cut its 
pre-tax forecast from £332m to 
£305m for the year to March 
and to £315m from £342m for 
foe following year. “EMI al- 
ready warned of problems’m the 
Ear East last year but this is 
much worse than expected,” 
said one industry analyst 
There was better news from 
EMI in the UK and America 
where it claims to have had a 
good year despite a stem down 
in sales across the industry. It 
bad the number one Christmas 
alhum both sides of the Atlantic 
with The Verve top of the pops 
in the UK and country and west- 
ern star Garth Brooks heading 
the chart in the US. EMI also 
dismissed suggestions that foe 
Spice Girls had seen their best 
days. “They have had another 
Outstanding year and reports 
that suggest their demise are un- 
fair and misleading,” 

However, Mr Duffy ac- 


knowledged that foe growth in 
foe worldwide music industry 
would slow over foe next few 
years. This slowdown and the 
sharp fall in EMTs share price 
over foe last few months has re- 
ignited rumours that the group 
could prove an attractive bid tar- 
get “The more EMI’s share 
price falls the more it becomes 
a much more attractive bid tar- 
get. As foe market slows foe big 
music groups must be having a 
closer look at cutting costs and 
joining forces." 

EMI also confirmed yes- 
terday it was dose to securing 
foe acquisition of Waterstone’s 
book chain from WH Smith in 
a deal thought to be worth be- 
tween £25 0m and £300m. The 
group plans to inject its HMV 
music-shops and Dillons book 
chain into a new company with 
Whterstone’s, which will even- 
tually be floated on foe Stock 
Exchange. EMI have teamed 
up with Tim Waterstone, the 
founder of foe book selling 
empire, and Advent Interna- 
tional, foe US venture capital- 
ists. Mr Duffy confirmed that 
■EMI would take a minority 
stake in foe new muse and 
book retailer and receive a net 
cash sum for injecting HMV 
and Dillons. 



Northern Foods is considering 
the demerger of its dairy 
operations in a move that 
could trigger further consoli- 
dation in Britain’s declining 
doorstep delivery milk busi- 
ness . Analysts said the decision 
could be foe final push for 
shareholder value by Christo- 
pher Haskins, Northern's chair- 
man, who is due to retire in two 
years’ time and could even 
spark a bid for the company. 

Northern Foods said the de- 
merger of its dairy business had 
been under consideration for 


Northern Foods ponders 
dairy operations demerger 


some time and was "currently 
at an advanced stage". The 
company said it had made the 
announcement following the 
recent rise in its share price. 

Northern Foods has long 
said the UK dairy industry is 
in need of consolidation as foe 
doorstep delivery business is 


in long-term decline and foe 
supply of milk to supermarkets 
is a cut-throat operation with 
low margins. 

Analysts said Northern’s 
dairy business could be worth 
£400-£500m as a separate pub- 
licly quoted company. The di- 
vision made profits of £44 .8m 


on sales of £789m last year and 
is expected to improve profits 
to £6Qm this year. The 
company has re-scructured the 
business, closing bottling 
plants and reducing capacity. 

“I think it is puzzling giv- 
en we have not seen any pub- 
lic debate about this,” said' 


Mark Duffy at SBC Warburg 
Dillon Reed. “It is difficult to 
see what is driving the 
demerger argument.” 

It is possible that rival dairy 
groups may bid for Northern’s 
dairy division ahead of de- 
merger. Some industry ex- 
perts said a demerger could 
represent a. “turning point” for 
Northern and for Mr Haskins, 
who has been at foe company 
for 35 years. . 

Northern Foods shares 
closed 8p higher 2S8p. 

-Nigel Cope 


STOCK MARKETS 



Dow Jones 



Nikkei 



DwIwbWb jod graph* 5pm 
Indices 

taUax Dm 

Chop 

Cfaaagem S2«khlgb 

52«fckM 

YtoUfM 

FTSE 100 

5181.40 

-71.70 

-1.37 

5367.30 

4189.10 

3.39 

FTSE 250 

4806.90 

-6.40 

-0.13 

4963.80 

4384.20 

3-24 

FTSE 350 

2489.40 

•28 60 

-1.14 

2570.50 

2075.70 

3.37 

FTSE All Stare 

2432.02 

-26 23 

-1.07 

2507.68 

2056.07 

334 

FTSE SmanCao 

2357.20 

-1.40 

-0.06 

2407.40 

218110 

2.98 

FTSE Reoofino 

128340 

-0.80 

-0.06 

1346.50 

1225.20 

3.26 

FTSE AIM 

976.00 

-0.80 

-0.08 

1138.00 

965.90 

1.09 

Daw Jones 

7669.35 

-58.29 

-0.75 

B299.03 

6356.78 

1.78 

Mkkei 

16789.11 

383 42 

2.34 20910.79 

14488.21 

0.91 

Hang Seno 

8920-20 

36.47 

0.41 16820.31 

7909 13 

. 4.76 

Dax 

4237.31 

17.06 

0.40 

4459 89 

2984.08 

1.85 

INTEREST RATES 







Short sterling 



UK to year gilt 

bn 




US long hond 



| M 1 « 1 * | 

1 ■ 

T W 

i 1 1 \ « 

1 W 

» i 

Money Market Rates 
Wo 3moU Irrcfcg 

year 

I*** 

Bond Yields 
llyear 1 retag 

Long tort 

MU 

Jjrcbo 

UK 7.56 1.25 

[7.57 

0.82 

6.06 

-1.30 

6.02 

-1.54 

US 5.63 0.06 

5.66 

-028 

5 61 

-0 98 

5.90 

-0.96 

Jaran 0.73 0.23 

0.71 

0.16 

2 07 

•0.54 

2.70 

-0.55 

Germany 3.55 0.44 

3.82 

0.62 

512 

-0.62 

5.70 

•0.88 


MAIN PRICE CHANGES 


Rises 

M»W OBW 

son Falls 

PrtM(p) 

o* IP) 


Colt Telecom 

870.00 59.00 

7.27 EMI Group 

430.00 -48.75 

-10.18 

Mtevs 

2142.50 130.00 

6.46 Monument 

74.50 

-5.25 

’ -6.58 

St James Place 

186.50 11.00 

6.27 JBA Holdings 

1107.5 

-70 

-5.94 

Logics 

1397.50 72.50 

5 47 Rank Group 

307.25 

-17 

-5J?4 

CURRENCIES 








Pound 



Dollar 

•tSgm 



OoBar 

1 6691 

+2.01 C 

1.6287 Steriinq 

0.5991 

■0.73b 

0.6140 

D-Mark 

2.9735 

-0.72of 

2.6590 D-Mark 

1.7818 

-2.47pf 

1.6298 

Yen 

210.36 

+¥0.59 

194.42 Van 

126.03 

-¥1.20 

11913 

£ index 

104.90 

+010 

95.80 S index 

108.00 

-0.90 

101.30 

OTHER INDICATORS 




L*l82 

Dm 

Ckg 

Tr Ho 

Mb 

at Yf*> 

unto 

Brent 0B (SI 14.48 

0.10 

22.77 GDP 

113.90 

3.10 110.48 

Feb 

Gold ($) 

297.95 

7.20 

352.00 RPI 

160.00 

3.60 154.44 

Feb 

Sfiver (Si 

5.83 

025 

4.73 Base Rales 

725 6.00 



www.bloomberg.com 


source: Bloomberg 


Nycomed threatens legal 
action over CJD claims 


Nycomed Amersham, 
the British healthcare 
giant, yesterday blasted 
the Hong Kong 
authorities and media for 
spreading panic after they 
accused it of exposing 
hospital patients to the 
threat of infection with 
Creutzfekft-jakob disease 
(CJD), the human form of 
mad cow disease. 

Andrew Yates in London 
and Stephen Vines in 
Hong Kong report. 

Nycomed is considering legal 
action over suggestions that 
one of its products had en- 
couraged the spread of CJD. 
The problem arose after traces 
of possible contamination were 
tound in the fluid given to 
more than 100 patients under- 
going scans and gastric tests for 
heart and lung diseases. Seven 
of these people have since died. 

Nycomed withdrew the 


Pulmonate kits after it suspect- 
ed that they could contain blood 
extracted from a CJD victim 
which was mixed in with other 
blood to form albumin. 

This is a protein extracted 
from blood which is part of the 
liquid injected in patients to 
assist in tests for various heart 
and lung diseases. However it 
is still not known how exactly 
CJD is transmitted and there is 
no known case of transmission 
through blood. 

A Nycomed spokesman said: 
“There is no evidence that CJD 
can be transmitted by blood 
There is not the remotest pos- 
sibility that these seven people 
could have died of CJD even if 
our products were riddled with 
iL This has caused damage to us 
and is quite without foundation. 
We are lining up foe lawyers.” 

Nycomed’s shares fell 25p to 
2370p yesterday after foe story 
broke in Hong Kong overnight. 

It remains unclear how the 
contaminated blood came to be 
used in the kits but it is more than 
likely that foe blood donor was 
unaware of the infection. Tbe kits 


were used in Hong Kong be- 
tween July and December of last 
year. None of foe patients have 
reported signs of Alness. 

The Hong Kong authorities 
did emphasise that foe warning 
to patients who have used foe 
kits was “purely a precaution- 
aiy measure”. The amount of 
CJD contamination was not 
proven, they said, and there was 
an extremely low chance of in- 
fection. Nevertheless they de- 
cided to go public “after 
balancing patients' rights to 
know and the possibility of caus- 
ing undue anxiety to them”. 

Nycomed is highly critical of 
the decision. “Wfe regret tbe pub- 
lic alarm In Hong Kong. It has 
probably caused a greater threat 
to public health than could ever 
be caused by our products and 
CJD,” said foe spokesman. • 

When CJD lakes hold it 
causes fatal nervous disorders 
and more than 20 people in 
Britain have already died from 
this illness. However foe incu- 
bation period for CJD is 10 
years, and it can take up to 30 
years to develop. 


SBC and UBS may have to rethink terms 


Speculation was mounting last 
night that Swiss Bank Corpo- 
ration and Union Bank of 
Switzerland may be forced to 
renegotiate the terms of their 
£36bn merger because of foe 
scale of UBS’s trading losses. 

UBS is estimated to have 
made losses of up to JESOOm last 
year and is heavily exposed to 
foe collapse in Asian markets. 
As rumours foal the deal will 
have to be renegotiated swept 
the market yesterday, shares in 
both banks fell. 

A spokesman for UBS, 
Gertrud Erisraann, insisted that 
foe deal could not be renego- 
tiated. "The merger agreement 
is signed and cannot be rene- 
gotiated," she said, adding that 
shareholders would be asked to 
vote on the proposals as they 
stood early next month. 

However, sources within 


SBC suggested that some form 
of renegotiation was inevitable, 
given the scale of foe losses. 

A London-based Societe 
Generate trader said: “1 would 
not be surprised if they rene- 
gotiated their merger terms, as 
I’ve beard they have both made 
considerable losses in Asia. 
Both banks seem to be frying 
to hide these losses within the 
merger details.” 

The merger would create the 
fourth largest bank in foe world 
with assets of £330bn, funds 
under management worldwide 
of $920bu, and 56,000 staff. 
However, it will also entail 
3.000 job losses within the two 
groups' investment banking di- 
visions in London. 

Although foe chairman of 
the merged bank will be 
Mathias Cabiallavetta. presi- 
dent of UBS, the merger is 


being widely viewed as more of 
a takeover by SBC This im- 
pression was reinforced earlier 
this week when the two banks 
announced 80 senior manage- 
ment positions in London, of 
which only a quarter were filled 
by UBS employees. 

UBS lost £90m on deriva- 
tives trading in foe first half of 
last year but: its losses are 
thought to have escalated dra- 
matically in the second six. 
months, particularly as foe. 
meltdown spread among the 
Tiger economies of East Asia. 

The two banks are now look- 
ing for a new name for the 
merged business, having aban- 
doned plans to call it foe United 
Bank of Switzerland. The nam e 
was dropped after foe discovery 
that another bank with a simP 
lar name already easts. f; 

- Michael Hanom 
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Is it logic or ego that drives the urge to merge? 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON JAN LESCHLY'S 
EGO. WHY IT 
PAYS TO OWN 
'SLATE' MAGAZINE, 
AND THE CURSE 
OF ALA5TAIR 
MORTON 


There’s not much that occurs in business 
which is genuinely new, and certainly the 
emergence of the truly global corporation 
isn’t an especially modem phenomenon. 
Ever since the formation of the first oil 
multinationals in the pre-war years, there 
have been concerns about the power and 
influence of these gigantic corporations. 

None the less, until quite recently the 
global mega-corporation has been con- 
fined to a relatively small number of in- 
dustries - oD and automobiles being the 
obvious examples. Not so any longer. With 
globalisation has come pressure for con- 
solidation to create a small number of 
dominant world players across a whole 
range of other businesses. Virtually no 
industry is immune to it. 

The latest example is this week's disclo- 
sure of merger talks between SmilhKline 
Beech am and American Home Products to 
create a new pharmaceuticals and health- 
care products goliath on a par with the worlds 
largest, Merck of the US. The industrial log- 
ic of these things is as a rule hard to fault; 
increased size brings competitive advantage 
across a battery of different costs. With size 
also comes greater marketing dout and, in 
the case of pharmaceuticals, enhanced re- 
search and development spending, which in- 
creases the company's chances of discovery. 

All the same, is it not as much ego, 
management aggrandisement and empire 
building as industrial and commercial logic 
which is driving the urge to merge? In this 
particular case, that seems a real possi- 


bility. Jan LeschJy, chief executive of 
SmithKline Beecham, is a restless go- 
getter, Sled with energy and ambition and 
he's intent on becoming the world’s num- 
ber one player in his field, 

American Home Products undoubted- 
ly has a succession problem which Mr 
LeschJy could equally undoubtedly solve, 
but AHP is also a very different sort of com- 
pany. The consistent earnings growth 'it has 
managed to deliver over the years is a re- 
sult not of organic growth, as with most 
health-care companies, but of acquisition 
and a rigid, centralised attention to costs. 

In the 1950s. AHP was the biggest com- 
pany of its type in the world, but then a 
gentle process of erosion began to set in. 
Successive attempts at reversing it through 
acquisition have failed to correct the prob- 
lem. With SmilhKline Beecham, AHP sees 
the possibility ofa fresh transfusion of high 
red corpuscle blood. The two purposes - 
AHP’s need for new blood and Mr 
Leschlys ambition to be number one - 
seem to dovetail neatiy but are these really 
the sort of motives to produce a world- 
beater. Mr LeschlyisjusL as likely to end 
up with a case of transplant rejection as 
the athletic super-cbampion he wonts. 


One of those wonderfully obscure profes- 
sorial squabbles has broken out in the world 
of American academia over who deserves 
credit for a particular economic theory - 
in this instance the theory of “increasing re- 


turns". The row carries more than usual sig- 
nificance since the idea of increasing returns, 
and the closely related concept of “network 
externalities”, forms the theoretical basis 
of the US Justice Department’s anti-mist 
case against Microsoft. 

It was reported recently in the Nt ne 
Yorker magazine that the idea came orig- 
inally from one Brian Arthur, a little- 
known Stanford economist. For years, the 
New Yorker claimed, Mr Arthur strug g led 
to get his views heard: because the theory 
seemed to conflict with the mainstream 
US view that free markets are always self- 
correcling, he became a pariah, his views 
were obstinately opposed and he spent 
much of his career in the wilderness. 

Baloney, says Paul Krugman, professor 
of economics at MIT in the latest edition 
of Slate, a virtual magazine published over 
the internet. In fact the idea of increasing 
returns is as old as the hills, with a long 
academic history in which -surprise - Mr 
Krugman plays a part. According to Mr 
Krugman, it is nonsense to argue, as the 
New Yorker does, that Mr Arthur’s work 
was so revolutionary that he was shut out 
of the academic establishment. 

Of the two accounts, Mr Krugman s 
seems the more believable; the idea of in- 
creasing returns, like a lot of economics, is 
in the end just common sense. It is incred- 
ible that such a powerful concept was not 
in anyway researched or explored before Mr 
Arthur stumbled across it. The theory adds 
up to simply this; goods become cheaper the 


more of them you produce. Furthermore, 
some products, like fax machines or tele- 
phones. become more useful the more 
people who use them. Well there’s a thing. 

The reason the theory is important in the 
Bill Gates case is that Microsoft seems to 
be an example of bow this process might 
allow companies operating at the forefront 
of technology to establish a monopoly to the 

detriment of the consumer and technolog- 
ical advance. The more people who use 
Microsoft's PC operating systems, the more 
everyone else has to. Microsoft has cleverly 
used this snowball effect to become the in- 
dustry standard. You have to use Microsoft 
to be fully compatible with everyone else, 
even though there might be better and 
cheaper alternatives in prospect The free 
market is not meant to operate in that way. 
but plainly it can do if left to its own devices. 

But bold on a momenL Mr Krugman’s 
complaint seems to go beyond that of 
plagiarism. The fact that the New Yorker 
has got it wrong about Mr Arthur’s copy- 
right. be suggests, rather undermines the 
whole article, which like a lot of what’s 
written about Mr Gates these days, was 
broadly anti-Microsoft. 

Indeed, the very theory of increasing 
returns is a contentious one, Mr Krugman 
argues. When Mr Arthur began peddling 
the concept Tie seemed unaware of the 
conceptual difficulties that had led econ- 
omists not to ignore but to downplay the 
idea". So there you are; the theoiy is dis- 
reputable anyway and as a result might be 


doing real harm by discrediting good eco- 
nomics and promoting dubious policies. 

All this must be music to the ears of 
Bill Gates, who is a big fan of Slate, which 
curiously for someone so computer-liter- 
ate, he downloads on to paper before read- 
ing. But then this is hardly surprising, for 
Mr Gates owns Slate magazine. It costs him 
about $10m a year to push out over the 
net Cheap at the price, you might say. 

I was intrigued to leant that John Prescott, 
the Transport Secretary, has hired Sir Alas- 
tair Morton, former co-chairman of Euro- 
tunnel, as a consultant to advise on how 
to get the Channel Thnnel high speed rail 
Knlr built without dig ging even deeper into 
the public purse than the Government al- 
ready is. Sir Alastair is certainly well qual- 
ified for the role; against all the odds, be 
got the Channel Tbnnel built, and with- 
out costing the taxpayer a penny. 

Regrettably, Sir AJastair’s legendary tal- 
ent for persuading the City and the in- 
ternational banking community to part with 
huge amounts of money for uneconomic en- 
deavours could prove a handicap. Obviously 
be knows aO the tricks. But by the same to- 
ken it would be naive to think the Oty hasn't 
learned from the Eurotunnel experience. No 
banker, it is said only half in jest, win these 
days meet with Sir Alastair without check- 
ing his waflet afterwards. His association with 
the rail link could well prove the final coup 
de grace for this troubled project. 


Wiggins plan aims to 
launch international 
airport in Kent 


Plans emerged yesterday 
for a new cut-price 
European air service, 
aimed at taking on 
airlines such as Easyjet 
and Debonair. Andrew Yates 
looks at an ambrtrous 
plan to trans f orm a 
disused airbase in Kent 
into an international 
transport hub. 

Wiggins, the property devel- 
oper. is planning to create its 
new airline business at 
Manston airport near Mar- 
gate. It has already embarked 
upon a £lbn redevelopment of 
the ate which could bring more 
than 10,000 jobs to the area. 

Manston is the RAF base 
where Barnes Wallace devel- 
oped the famous bouncing 
bomb doting the Second World 
Whr. However, it has hardly 
been used over the last 15 
years and Wiggins bought the 
lease to the airport terminal 
and adjoining 40 acres of land 
last July. In the process it ac- 
quired the sole rights to fly civil- 


ian aircraft into the airporL 
Now the Ministry of Defence 
has put the whole of the airport 
up for sale and it emerged yes- 
terday that Wiggins is the fron- 
trunner to buy the complex. 

Oliver Iny, the chief execu- 
tive of Wiggins, does not plan 
to stop there. “We want to cre- 
ate a network of European air- 
ports. We have already held 
serious talks with 3 number of 
people and hope to sign up six 
airports within the next six 
months,” he said yesterday. 

Wiggins is already in talks 
with several major tour opera- 
tors,, including Thomson, abou t 
establishing cheap flights to the 
Continent and hopes to attract 
freight operators to the airport 
“The new breed of cheap airline 
groups have hardly scratched the 
surface of the potential raarkeL 
We have partners with deep 
pockets,” Mr Iny said. 

Those partners include 
Siemens and Thomson-ASF. the 
German and French electronic 
giants, which will help finance, 
equip and run the airports. 

Wiggins’ big ambitions are 
not restricted to Europe. Mr 


Iny has recently travelled to the 
US and is in talks with opera- 
tors about acquiring regional 
airports over there. 

Wiggins already owns 400 
acres next to the airport com- 
plex. where it is constructing a 
huge business park. Cummins, 
the US diesel engineer, has al- 
ready set up a new factory on 
the land and several more ten- 
ants are close to signing up. 
Wiggins is in the process of 
landscaping the new site by 
building new roads, two huge 
lakes and planting hundreds of 
chestnut trees. 

Separately. Wiggins said it 
was pursuing an £8m legal 
claim against Brent Council. It 
claims the north London bor- 
ough has frustrated its attempt 
to build a leisure complex at the 
site of an old swimming pool at 
Kingsbury, near Wembley. 

Wiggins has also submitted a 
planning application to create a 
iaqy leisure complex in Liverpool. 

Wiggins announced that 
pre-tax profits more than dou- 
bled to £1 . 1 m in the six months 
to September. Its shares rose 
0.25 p to 12.5p. 


Who will be in EMU? The financial markets 1 view 

Tin rimer other countries get to the dashed toaeUnr (Germany) 
the more Dtoty they are to |ala EMU. 
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TOWARDS EMU: fl the One moves towards the German base line It means 
Investors no longer require such a high premium for hoUng that country's bonds 
compared lo German ones, because they are confident the currency wont 
devalue agatosl the mark. In other words, they think that country wfll be locked into 
a stogie currency with Germany in 10 years' Arne. 

AWAY FROM EMU: However. II they dank the country won t be In EMU. that it wU 
have higher /rrftaUon. and dial there is a risk ol a tutise devaluation agatost the 
mark, then they wilt demand an extra premtom for holding thal country's bonds, so 
the fine wfl move away Irom the base 


When mil EMU start? The City Analysts’ View. 

The Independent asked analysts tram: 

Wkko Europe, Paine Webber, ABN Amro, JP Morgan, Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
Salomon Brothers. GoMntao Sachs. HSBC James CapeL UBS 

whai probability they placed on EMU starting on time. 


PmteMity EMU starts on tone: 

87% 

(86% last week; 

Protobitty EMU is delayed. 

10% 

(ii% tost week; 

Piobatttov EMU never Happens: 

3% 

(3% tost week) 


Experts back 
87% chance of 
EMU on time 


A week of “being nice to Italy” 
led economists to give firmer 
odds on a punctual monetary 
union. The Independent's pan- 
el of experts now believe there 
is an 87 per cent likelihood of 
European monetary union be- 
ing launched on 1 January 1999. 

Economists said a Monday 
meeting of EU finance minis- 
ters calmed worries about 
Italy’s national debt. At 120 per 
cent of GDP. Italy's debt is 
double that required by the 
Maastricht criteria. 

Ministers made favourable 
remarks about Italy's economy 
in an effort to repair any 
damage caused by negative 
remarks from the Netherlands. 
The Netherlands government 
had questioned Italy’s ability to 
stay within the Maastricht rules. 

HansTietmeyer. chairman of 
the Bundesbank, moved to quefl 
speculation he was opposed to 
Italy’s entry. Last weekend, in an 
interview with the German mag- 
azine Foots. he expressed doubts 
about the suitability of “high- 
debt” countries. He later said he 
had no specific country in mind. 

Julian Jessop, economist a 
Nikko Europe, said the euro 
currency would be undermined 
if politicians ignored the 
evidence about Italy. 

- Andrew Verity 


Molins chief executive resigns after troubled reign 


l Molins, the cigarette and packaging 
machine manufacturer, yesterday 
parted company with chief executive 
Peter Harrisson after a tumultuous 
two-year period during which he 
presided over five profit warnings, 
revealed an accounting scandal at 
a US subsidiary, and watched 
Molins’ shares lose two-thirds of 
their value. 

However, Michael Orr, Molins’ 
chairman die derision did not 
imply Mr Harrisson was responsible 
for the company's recent troubles. 
“We wouldn’t seek to lay the blame 
for a sy of the problems we’ve expe- 
_ rienced at his door.” he said. “They 
,4 more a question of collective 


responsibility as well as external 
factors.” 

He said the resignation was down 
to "a difference in management 
style”. Mr Harrisson will continue to 
be available to the company on a 
consultancy basis for the next three 
months. 

Mr Harrisson. who was on a two- 
year contract earning £160,000 a 
year, will receive a payoff worth 
about £200,000. His share options are 
thought to be worthless. 

Molins said Peter Grant, the 
finance director, will take on the chief 
executive’s role “for the lime being . 
However, he is also a candidate to fill 
the job permanently. 


News of Mr Harrisson’s depanure 
prompted Molins shares to fail 12_Sp 
to 270p, a five-year low. Brokers said 
the fall was prompted by fears that 
his departure was a sign thal more 
bad news was on the way. But Mr Orr 
said the resignation had nothing to 
do with trading conditions. 

The process of finding a replace- 
ment for Mr Harrisson has already be- 
gun. and a list of candidates has been 
drawn up. Analysis said a new face 
would reassure lhe City. “An outside 
appointment would be the best thing 
for Molins,” one expert said. “But. 
more than anything, they need an 
appointment sooner rather than later.” 

- Peter Thai Larsen 


GWR drops out of Melody Radio 
auction as sale price reaches £25m 


GWR. the radio group, has pulled out 
of the bidding for Melody Radio after 
the auction for the “easy listening" 
station pushed its sale price up to £25m 
- at least £5m more than most analysts 
had expected it to fetch. 

According to industry sources, 
GWR, which operates radio stations 
in the west of England and on the south 
coast, felt the price had got too high. 
The company is also believed to have 
pulled out because, in the case of a suc- 
cessful bid. it would have surpassed 
regulatory limits on the share of the 
audience any radio operator is allowed 
to control. 


A spokesman for GWR declined to 
comment on the news, which came on 
the day that final bids for Melody Ra- 
dio were submitted to Hanson, .the 
building materials group which has put 
it up for sale. Although Hanson did not 
disclose the number of offers it had re- 
ceived, GWR’s withdrawal is thought 
to leave three serious bidders in the race 
- Emap. Scottish Radio and Chrysalis. 

The high price on offer for Melody 
will surprise the industry. Although the 
station has a large number of listen- 
ers, they fall into the older age ranges 
that are less attractive to advertisers. 

- Peter Thai Larsen 


Lucas sells starter and 
alternator businesses 

Lucas Van ty, the engineering group, has it sold its heavy-duty 
starter and alternator manufacturing business, based in the 
UK, and its light-duty starter and alternator businesses in 
South Africa and Argentina to Prestolite Electric Inc for an 
initial £25. 4m. Up to £U.4m will be payable on a contingent 
basis. Under the terms of the sale, PEI will acquire the assets 
of Lucas Heavy Duly Products, the share capital of Lucas 
South Africa and shares in Lucas lndiel, Argentina. In the 
year to January, sales of the three businesses totalled £80m 
and their pre-tax profit was £3m. 

Card Clear buys HTEC 

Card Clear, the credit card payment and fraud prevention 
group, is to buy HTEC Group, a supplier of retail loyalty 
systems, for about £24.5 m in a mixture of cash, shares and 
loan notes. The acquisition is being made by means of a reverse 
takeover. The company also announced that pre-tax profit 
in the 11 months lo 30 November rose to £I.73m from £1.08m. 

Canadian banks merge 

Royal Bank of Canada is buying Bank of Montreal for 
C$17.69bn (£738bn), stunning a clubby banking communi- 
ty that has been shielded from the wave of mergers sweep- 
ing the world’s financial industry. Combining Canada's first- 
and third -biggest banking companies would create a finan- 
cial institution with assets of C5453b, ranking it third in North 
America behind Citicorp and Chase Manhattan of the LIS. 

Airbus set for $1 .6bn order 

Airbus Industrie is negotiating a SI. 6bn deal to supply United 
Airlines with up to 50 A320 narrow-bodied jets to replace 
ageing Boeing aircraft. The American carrier already has 45 
Airbus jets in its fleet 

Dalgety sale expected 

Dalgety, the petfoods business, is expected to announce the 
sale of its food ingredients business for around £300m early 
next week. The front-runners to buy it are Kerry Group and 
Greencore. 

US West in cable talks 

US West Media Group yesteday confirmed it was in talks 
to increase its stake in Telewest Communications, the UK 
cable company, although no offer has yet been made. US 
West International, the unit of US West Media that already 
owns 26.75 per cent of Telewest, wants buy thelO per cent 
stakes held by Cox Communications and SBC Communi- 
cations, industry sources said. 
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The Muppeis are suing a London-based 
pub lishin g company “for infringing the 
p laintiff s copyright in the artistic work 
“Kennit’ 

The Tim Henson Company, named after 
the late creator of the Muppet television 
characters, is seeking an injunction and 
damages from Avalanche Publishing of 483 
Green Lanes, Palmers Green. London, to- 
gether with James Clynch and Giordano 
Corrado. of 69 Dunraven Drive, The 
Ridgeway, Enfield. Middlesex. 

Kermit is the figurehead to the whole 
Jim Henson group, a media business 
based in Melrose Avenue. Hollywood. The 
solicitors acting for the Henson group in 
London are Harbotde & Lewis. 

The company’s writ lodged in the High 
Court this week requests an injunction re- 
straining the defendants from infringing 
the copyright on the lovable frog, and slop- 
ping them from “passing off or enabling, 
causing, assisting, procuring, licensing or 
authorising others to pass off any tobac- 
co tins, posters or other products as being 


licensed, authorised by or otherwise con- 
nected with the plaintiffs." 

“Tobacco tins.” eh? Whatever would 
Miss Piggy make of it? 

Will Carling’s old club NEC Harlequins is 
on the receiving end of a tackle this week 
from International Sports Group (ISG). 
a consultancy based at Mercury House. 
Knightsbridee. London. 

ISG says that it -provided marketing ad- 
vice and associated services” to Quins un- 
der an agreement dated 1 January tw97. 

The consultants say in their writ that, 
under the agreement. Quins agreed to pay 
ISG commission of 15 per cent of the net 
revenue received from sponsorship 

arranged by ISG. ISG say they' arc also due 
15 per cent of the cash value of any goods 
exchanged in return for sponsorship rights 
with Quins. 

The club, based at The Sloop in Twick- 
enham. terminated the agreement with ISG 
on 51 July l y£J 7. 

The wril goes on to claim commission 


involving the London Broncos, the rugby 
league club which paid to play on Quins' 
ground last year. ISG says it is “unable to 
ascertain the amounts that are currently due 
to it from the defendant, without access to 
the Defendant's books and records". 

The consultants are also claiming 
£5,287.50 for a report they prepared for 
Quins which they presented to the Club 
on 27 February 1997. ISG allege that 
“despite repeated requests for payment of 
the sums due ... the defendant has made 
no payment in respect of them”. 

ISG are being represented by Taylor 
Joynson Garrett. 

Oh lo be a commercial lawyer. The Bank 
of Credit and Commerce International 
t BCCi ) went bust six and a half years ago, 
but the amount of work for m’learned 
friends produced by the liquidation of the 
bank just seems to toll on and on- 

I was reminded of this by the transfer 
this week from the Queen’s Bench to the 
Chancery Division in the High Courts of 31 


legal claims, totalling £30m, brought by the 
liquidators against ex-employees of the bank. 

The liquidators Deloitte & Touche, 
led by Chris Morris, want the former em- 
ployees to repay staff loans which the lat- 
ter took out while working at the bank, 
before it was closed down by regulators. 
The solicitors Wilde Sapte originally 
lodged the writs on behalf of the liquida- 
tors several years ago. 

Representatives of the ex-BCCI 
employees brought their own action in the 
House of Lords late last year, claiming that 
they had been rendered unemployable by 
the “stigma” of their previous employment 
with rhe crashed bank, and therefore 
could not repay the monies demanded by 
the liquidators. 

They won their claim of “stigma" in law, 
but have yet to win an action in court, of 
“in fact”. And so the dispute rumbles on. 

■This pales rather besides the liquida- 
tors’ other outstanding legal claims for 
S3.5bn (£2.1 hn) against Price \Hfaterbouse. 
BCCI’s former auditors, and another 


$1.6bn against Ernst & Young, who were 
co-auditors until the mid 1980s. 

Then there’s the “Big One”, as insiders 
call it: the liquidator’s daim against the Bank 
of England for £600m on behalf of 10,000 
UK depositors of BCCI. Mr Morris & Co 
daim that the Bank is liable as a co-regulator 
of the crashed enterprise, and intend to take 
their daim to the House of Lords 

Wide Sapte and Dibb Lupton Alsop are 
representing the liquidators a gains t the ex- 
employees, while Lovell White Durrant is 
handling the big stuff aginst the accoun- 
tants and the Bank. 

Tim Bamford of Charles Russell rang me 
this week to say he is on the point of filing 
a full defence against allegations brought 
ty the Ministry of Sound against his 
dient Lynn Cosgrave, a former director 
of (he south-east London rave ware- 
house. Ms Cosgrave recently left Jamie 
Palumbo's outfit to join a rival company. 
Stand bv for more details of this dance 
floor dispute next week. 
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Cathedrals of commuting revolutionise the old 



Foster's light: Part of Sr Norman Fosters £100m Canary Wharf station, another wondor^f-tluvwoHd-in-waiting, a 300m stn.ch.re that will be reached by glass domes 


Photographs: David Rose 


Superlatives 
abound as 
London's 
Jubilee line 
extension gets 
set for the big 
drive south to 
link Canary 
Wharf and 
the Dome 
with the 
West End 


Londoners have seen nothing like it. 
Vast, subterranean, airy cathedrals of 
commuting replace the draughty, crum- 
bling labyrinth of tunnels and ticketing halls 
that stain the memory of the travelling pub- 
lic. This is the first glimpse of the 10-mile, 
£2.7bn Jubilee extension (JLE), due to 
open in autumn, which will squirt millions 
of passengers south and east of the pre- 
sent Underground network. 

Europe’s largest construction project, 
the line is a site for superlatives: the 116 
escalators for the stations compare with 
a total of 243 on the entire existing Un- 
derground system. Westminster station, the 
crux of the project, will link the congest- 
ed District and Cirde lines and at 38m is 
the deepest building site in London. 
More astonishingly, Britain s tallest sky- 
scraper- the 50-storey Canary Wharf Tow- 
er - is still some 50m short of the length 
of its JLE station. 

The line’s inspiration lies in the Far 
East Its chief architect is Roland Paoiet- 
ti, whose Hong Kong Metro revolu- 
tionised underground-station design. He 
and his architects, including the radical chic 
clique of Sir Norman Foster, William Al- 
sop and Michael Hopkins and young 
guns such as Chris Wilkinson, will produce 
an underground landscape that wfll be un- 
rivalled by any other metro system around 
the globe. 

Conventional wisdom is that before the 
Second World War London enjoyed the 
best-designed, most closely integrated 


and most efficient urban transport system 
inthe world The Underground'of (he Thir- 
ties was characterised by its scale and ef- 
ficiency and also by the architecture of 
stations built along its extensions. Designed 
for the most part by Charles Holden, its 
apogee was Gants HilL However, os Tube 
investment was shredded by subsequent 
governments, it looked as if the standards 
set by Holden would never be repeated. 
However, Mr Paoleni says he is not the 
inheritor of Holden’s legacy. “Even with 
Holden, the thing was a labyrinth, an un- 
derground rabbit warren. Later on. it be- 
came an ad hoc thing. Those designers 
were like plumbers - you know, putting a 
tunnel here, a platform there. There was 
no invention." 

The new architects, says Mr Paoletti. 
were given the barest of guidelines. “1 knew 
these people were good. You do not 
need to tell them what you want." The 
only golden rule was to create stations 
which have a “logic to their layout ... this 
means that travellers instinctively know 
where to find the platforms and the exits." 

Passengers will see daylight filtering 
down to platform level - a design re- 
quirement. Each platform wiU be faced by 
sliding glass screens to prevent passengers 
fallin g under trains. These will open only 
when the train doors open. This also means 
the rush of air that whips through most 
lube stations will be absent on the Jubilee 
extension. 

It runs from Westminster south of the 


Thames throngh Southwark and 
Bermondsey before crossing under the Isle 
of Dogs at Canary Wharf to the Millen- 
nium site at North Greenwich before 
swinging north through east London to 
Stratford. North Greenwich, designed by 
Alsop. Lyall & Stormer..is. at 400m long, 
the biggest underground station in Europe. 
Originally conceived as a park-and-ride 
scheme for drivers from Kent who wished 
to avoid the congested Blackwall tunnel, 
its exit now lies “15 yards from the Mil- 
lennium Dome".There is room for more 


BY RANDEEP 
RAMESH 


lines to be added. “It can cope with. 
17,500 people an hour." said Mark 
Glanville, the station engineer. “But only 
about 1 2,000 people every 60 minutes will 
use it to begin with. You need the extra 
space because the designers could add an- 
other set of tracks going to Woolwich." 

With blue glass illuminated by low-lev- 
el lighting and a walkway suspended by 
steel bars. North Greenwich - likely to be 
renamed “Millennium", as it will service 
the Millennium Dome - is a far cry from 
the clutch of tunnels and platforms cov- 
ered in psychedelic mosaics that litter the 


current network. Sir Norman’s £100m Ca- 
nary Wharf station is another wonder-of- 
the- world-in-waiting. The 300m station,, 
which will be reached by glass domes - 
whose panes are from a factory that sup- 
plies Ferrari with windscreens - will fea- 
ture 20 escalators. 

-By 2010 Canary Wharf will be the sec- 
ond-busiest station in London," said Den- 
nis Drake, the station's senior engineer. 
“Wfe wfll be looking at handling 35.000 peo- 
ple in the morning peak hour.” 

The first new stations since the Victo- 
ria line in the late Sixties will link parts of 
London previously isolated from the cap- 
ital’s transport system. “At West Ham at 
the moment there are probably in the peak 
four trains an hour. When the Jubilee line 
is fully operational there will be 36,” said 
Kevin Otto, train manager for the JLE. 

Tracts of London - especially in the 
south - have been untouched by under- 
ground trains because of the geology. Un- 
like north London, which is built on clay, 
the material underneath is mostly gravel 
and sand, which is difficult and costly to 
drill through. 

It has already been noticed that the 
prospect of a Tube journey into the West 
End in 20 minutes has sent property prices 
spiralling in Greenwich, Canning Town and 
Bermondsey. The line has not been with- 
out its difficult moments. Many know it 
as the line designed to bale .out Canary 
Wharf, the massive and controversial 
Docklands development built by Olympia 


& York at ruinous cost and without trans- 
poit infrastructure! }4ow therievelopeiswin 
pay a £400m contribution Over 25 years to- 
wards die cost of building theTubflee line, 
which the Reichmaon brothers -whocon- 
ceived the development - had promised. 
However, a deal was struck after the Ma- 
jor administration said it would move thou- 
sandsof civO servants to offices in Canary - 
Wharf. 

In addition to costing £800m more than 
the original JE1.9bn budget, the Jubilee ex- 
tension will also open late - originally 
scheduled for a March 1998 start, the first 
of the 59 new t rains will trundle along the 
tracks in September. And the signalling 
system - which would allow trains to run 
without drivers - is not working properly, 
so the line will only see 17 trains an hour 
r unning . And engineering problems mean 
Westminster stationwill open late - forc- 
ing travellers to change trains at Water- 
loo. Despite all this, the new line will, 
change London as we know it. The 
promise of a trip into town in 10 minutes 
has seen firms flock to Canary Wharf. 
Citibank is moving into a 11-storey tow- 
er block with an entrance into the JLE sta- 
tion as part of the package. 

A riverside leisure complex - featuring 
apartments, health dub and a five-star ho-, 
tel, is -being built 

With stations linking Stratford, West. 
Ham and Canning Tbwn to the centre of 
town, it is not so much the East coming 
to London but capital going to the East 



Track record: 
North 
Greenwich 
(left), at 400m 
the biggest 
underground 

station in 
Europe, which 
will be able to 
cope with 
17,500 

passengers an 
hour, who will 
be whisked 
along by the 
latest rolling 
stock (right) 
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Kiss of death: hippos are Africa's most feared creature and are responsible for more human fatalities than any other animal in the 

And there let us wallow ... 
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Mud, mud, glorious mud. Sharon 
Eckman came face to face with a 
large hippopotamus in Botswana 
- and Jived to tell the tale. 

'Hake your shoes off,” whispered Love bo. 
He looked extremely scared. And if your 
ineffably cool local guide is scared, you may 
be sure that you are seconds away from 
Certain Death. 

Certain Death appeared in the form of 
an overlaige hippo which, agains t all the 
odds, ignored the other dug-out canoes and 
concentrated on ours, tu rning the sunset- 
bright beauty of the Okavango delta into 
a potential scene from The Lost World. 

The delta nestles in north-western 
^ Botswana, a breathlessly still, serene maze 
. of lagoons and waterways Qanked-by papy- 
rus and dotted with waterlilies. The Oka- 
vango live r bypasses th e sea. an d pours out 
over the Kalahari basin, creating a delta the 
see of Switzerland -the largest in the world. 

Oht small group (seven Brits, two Ger- 
mans and a Canarfj-an modelling hims elf on 
Thoan) had little difficulty in adapting to life 
afloataswel^backm4hedugputs.ormoto- 
**(*•0 people plus poler) and shut our eyes 


against the African sun. What with the sooth- 
ing splash of oar on water, the soporific drone 
of nameless insects and the gentle rocking 
of the little canoe, it was not too hard to imag- 
ine ourselves on, say, the Norfolk Broads - 
until we rounded a comer to be confront- 
ed by an elephant directly in our path, graz- 
ing quietly on the plentiful vegetation. And 
then, of course, there were the hippos. 

Sunset on the delta is a magical time, 
when the air still smells of the sun. and the 
noises off of roaming wildlife fiU you with 
adrenaline. Reed frogs trill incessantly; dis- 
tant elephants call imperiously to one an- 
other; countless birds chirp and coo. 

Our little group bad been joined by at 
least 15 other mokoros, much to our dis- 
gust. Logically, we knew that we were not 
the only humans in this timeless paradise, 
but until now we bad had not a sighting 
of any other tourist. Still, all was tranquil 
as we raised our cameras to honour the 
night. Our equilibrium was only slightly 
dented by a hippo some distance away. 

This harmony between man and nature 
was rudely shattered by the appearance of 
another hippo who took umbrage at the first 
hippo being in his territory. Hippo One. oust- 
ed decided to vent its spleen on the hapless 


mokoros - which shot off at an impressive 
speed. Ours. though, got stuck on a mudflaL 
By this time, in accordance with Lovebo s in- 
structions, bewildered but not yet petrified 
we had removed our shoes. 

We turned our heads to see Mr Hippo 
not 20ft away, dcaving through the water 
and leaving a wash like Lhe QE 2 . Lovebo 
yelled “Run!" and believe me, when you are 
told to nm. you don’t hang about, even when 
you know that the water you are leaping into 
contains a crocodile every 30 feel or so. Lov- 
ebo grabbed my hand and pulled me so hard 
that 1 fell in. In that split second 1 wits aware 
of my arm being pulled out of its socket, ray 
feel sticking firmly in the mud and the hip- 
po - lufi away now - opening its mouth wide. 
It was at this point that 1 also remembered 
hippos kill more people than any other 
.African animaL Mortal terror is a great in- 
centive. Another hefty tug from Lovebo. and 
we were standing drenched and shivering in 
the reeds, listening to the hippo snorting. 
Eventually it got bored and typically, head- 
ed off in the direction we wanted to go. We 
emerged from the reeds to find that no one 
else had even got their iocs wet: they were 
staring at us as though we were mad. 

Back at the camp, humiliation abated. 


After several drinks we were cheering up 
wonderfully. This was a safari on the cheap 
-which means basic, bush camping (you dis- 
pense with girlie things such as wash ing and 
siL-down toiletsj. There's a kind of “lets stop 
here for the night" attitude which is wildly- 
exhilarating. if occasionally unnerving. 

Guides who knew exactly what they 
were about added immeasurably to the 
experience. Lovebo could spot game well 
before we did - and in the case of a green 
water snake, almost plucked it out of its 
home so I could get a better look. 

Each day brought myriad delights. The 
first elephant was greeted by breathless 
gasps from all of us. We waited, spellbound 
as it grazed knee-deep in the water, then, 
with an uninterested glance in our direc- 
tion. lumbered off. There's a mixture of joy 
and awe when you arc face to face with 
Africa's wildlife. And not just the Big Five, 
either. On one bush walk we tracked an 
impala. utterly graceful as it leapt away, ears 
constantly twitching for the sound of a 
predator. Learning how to read spoor -gi- 
raffe, passed here about two hours ago. 
young male - these are things that resonate 
in the mind long after you leave. And the 
hippos, of course. 
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fyou love reading, delight In literary debate 
and have a nose for a bargain, there’s never 
^en a better time to bury that nose in the 
London Review of Books. Because this month, 
we’re offering 50% off the regular rate for a 
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Dome, John Lancbester on ‘Fatties', Jenny Diski 
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receiving your six free issues, with absolutely 
nothing to lose, send us the coupon with 
your payment now. 
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Chinese New Year is on 28 January - 
when the year of the tiger begins. ' 
Ironically, though, Chinese tigers have 
dwindled to a point where they now 
number around 50 and are facing 
extinction. Those elsewhere in Asia are 
doing slightly better, but there is a real 
threat that the tiger could be extinct by 
the millennium. 

According to Global Tiger Patrol 
there are now a maximum of 5,480 
tigers left world-wide - down from 
more than 100.000 25 years ago. 
Siberian and Sumatran tigers are in 
their hundreds, Indochina has an 
estimated 1,050 and India beads the 
game with a maximum of 3,700. The 
Caspian, Javan and Balinese tigers are 
already extinct. 

The threat of extinction world-wide 
is apparently fuelling “tiger tourism", 
says Chris Breen, of Wildlife 
Worldwide: “The fact that tigers are 
being killed is encouraging people to 
come to us so that they can travel and 
see the tiger before it disappears.’* 

Simple arithmetic means the odds of 
spotting a tiger are poor, but the best 
places to visit mclude Bandhogarh, 
Corbett and Rantbambhor national 
parks in India, and Bardia and Chitwan 
national parks in Nepal. 

With the recent success of the 
BBC's Land of the Tiger television 
series, tiger tourism is likely to 
increase. However, a spokesperson for 
Global Tiger Patrol says opinion is 
divided about how tiger tourism is 
managed, particularly "tiger shows" for 
tourists - where trackers find tigers 
and radio to a central point, then 
tourists are taken by elephant to see 
them. As if being harried by elephants 
and tourists were not enough, the tiger 
can then be easily found by poachers 
after the shows. 

Sue Wheat 
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Recent warnings to travellers 
about drinking 


"Due to the present economic situa- 
tion in Thailand, THAI would like to 
announce that wine will no longer be 
served an board all domestic flights, in 
order to economise.” - airport notice 
displayed by Thai Airways International 


“Alcoholic beverages are prohibited on 
Florida beaches; public drinking is 
frowned upon. Any liquor, wine or 
beer container in a vehicle (RVs ex- 
cepted) must be full, sealed and un- 
opened - or in the boot.” - 'On the 
Road around Florida', 2nd edition, 
(Thomas Cook, £1195) 


“We would like to remind all trav- 
ellers that, in line with Civil Aviation 
Law, intoxicated passengers may not 
be allowed to board their flight. We 
therefore ask that all our passengers 
act responsibly when purchasing alco- 
hol.” - notice at Cafe Select, Heathrow 
Airport 


“Salt Lake City now has a number of 
brewpubs. for which membership is 
not required; they're distinguishable 
from their counterparts in other states 
only by the requirement that they 
can’t sell beer with an alcoholic con- 
tent of greater than 3.2 per cent." - 
‘Southwest USA : The Rougjh Guide' 
(£10.99) 
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Between the 

desert and the 

deep blue sea: 

the Egyptian 

resort of . , 

Hurghada was 
dearly aimed at 
out-BenidpvTnlrig 
Benidorm - until 
the recent 
tragedy at Luxor 

Photograph: - 
Jean -Claude Aunos 



Hob-nobbing with the dolphin fraternity 


Armed only with his enthusiasm, 
John McVicar set out to learn how to 
scuba-dive. He had some surprises. 


Hurghada: Buddy can you spare some air? I had 
always fancied going scuba-diving; probably the am- 
bition derives bom watching those early Bond movies 
where the action shifts effortlessly from the air. to 
the ground, to underwater. And I saw myself tak- 
ing to it easily. I swim well. 1 am used to intensive 
exercise and Tro a risk-taker. But things didn’t quite 
work out as I expected. 

It began with a miserable yule-tide and the de- 
cision that what I needed was a sun. sea and sand 
holiday. So the New Year saw me browsing Tele- 
text’s holidays and flights pages. I quickly sniffed 
out the cheapest - Egypt. Of course, the tourist in- 
dustry there is still recovering from the appalling 
incident last November when 58 tourists - includ- 
ing six Britons - were butchered in Luxor. 

My best deal was a £109 package from Goldenjqy 
Holidays - including flight, three-star hotel and 
breakfast for seven days in Hurghada on the Red 
Sea where, as a unplanned bonus. I could also real- 
ise my ambition to go scuba-diving. 

During the five-hour flight 1 daydreamed about 
diving with the dolphins, between blasting away on 
the hashish pipe and compiling a consumer s guide 
to the local brothels. The reality was very different. 

Hurghada strings out along the shoreline of the 
north-eastern side of the Red Sea. The town looks 
(ike an abandoned construction site, which until the 
Laxor incident was dearly aimed at out-Benidorm- 
ing Benidorm. Everywhere along its 30-kilometre 
length and 1-kilometre depth there are unfinished 
hotels, condominiums and holiday homes beginning 
to look like bleached skeletons in the desert. Be- 
hind it is a band of lowland desert backed by bleak 
sandstone mountains. 

Hurghada airport doubles as a military base, and 
there are a lot of Kalashnikov-totting security guards 
around who smile at Europeans - but what they do 
to fundamentalist suspects would probably make 
Saddam Hussein blanch. 

Still, the sun shone for seven whole days: even 
in January the midday temperature is in the high 
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Crusader Travel (0181-744 0474) quotes £09 
for a week’s package departing next Friday. 
Golden joy Holidays (0171-794 9767) is offering 
seven-night packages in Hurghada, including 
flights from Gatwick. transfers, breakfast and 
three-star accommodation for £289. Regal 
Holidays (01353 778096) has holidays for the 
same price, based at the Royal Hotel. 

British citizens require a visa, issued by the 
Visa Section of the Consulate-General at 
2 Lowndes Street. London SWIX 9ET (0171- 
235 9777). You need a passport and a 
photograph; since the Luxor attack, the £15 
visa charge has been waived. 

Egyptian State Tourist Office: 170 Piccadilly. 
London WIV 9DD (0171 -493 5282). 


seventies Fahrenheit, with only an occasional windy 
spell chilling me into jeans and a sweater. Soon af- 
ter arriving, given that I couldn't find any brothels 
or dope dealers. 1 began sus>ing out the diving. There 
are 90 or so dive centres in Hurghada. 

For 20 years the town with its exotic reef diving- 
sites was the experienced divers' destination of 
choice. But in the past 10 years, as diving has be- 
come more popular, the centres have switched to 
recreational scuba. In fact, it was this change that 
established the beachhead for mass tourism, which 
is now the mainstay of the local economy. Proba- 
bly up to a third of current tourists are either dry- 
ing or doing a diving course. Generally the courses 
cost between £120 and £220 and last five days; it is 
these courses that are most profitable for the centres, 
so there is a lot of competition for the newbies. Nor- 
mally my Scottish ancestry propels me to the 
cheapest offer going, but the thought of being 15 
metres under the sea with gimcrack equipment made 
me question my usual priorities. 

I rang a friend in London who knows his scuba, 
and he literally ordered me to Barakuda, which was 
lop of the price range. The Barakuda is located in 
one of the oldest hotels in Hurghada. Giftun Village. 
But the untutored eye cannot see why it is hellcrvalue 


than its cheaper competitors. The owner, James, ex- 
plained: 'There are too many diving-schools in 
Hurghada. There is as yet no real inspection that takes 
out the cowboys, but of the 90 or so here I know that 
only about 10 are following the proper maintenance 
procedures." 

1 signed up with Barakuda and was initiated into 
diving by Jonas Mentz. 28. a wiry, spring-heeled, Eng- 
lish-speaking Swede who is a kind of underwater hip- 
pie. "Planet Earth is really planet Oceania, as nearly 
80 per cent of its surface is water. Life sprang from 
the oceans. As a diver you are privileged to go back 
to where we came from, and you should respect and 
honour that." 

He quickly disabused me of any notions I had 
of breezing through the course. "Scuba is an equip- 
ment-intensive activity and to get the most out of 
your equipment you have to learn to use it as if it 
is an extension of your body. To dive safely you have 
to understand what pressure does to your body, and 
what measures you have to take to protect yourself 
from that pressure.” 

After a couple of days alternating between the 
classroom and the shallows. 1 was out in a boat 
among the coral reefs around Hurghada. The light 
here is a photographer’s delight, and this is matched 


General summary and outfoolc 

Spots of rain or dftezle are possible in southern 
counties of England first thing this morning but they 
will soon clear, and then most parts wilt have a dry 
day with spells of sunshine, the best of them in the 
west Along eastern coasts of Scotland and England 
the cloud may thicken at times io limit the sunshine 
and give a light flurry of-snow, but this will generally 
go unnoticed. A cold night will follow, with a sharp 
host 

Most places will stay cold through the weekend and 
into Monday and Tuesday but any wintry flurries near 
eastern and north-eastern coasts are going to clear. 
That will leave everyone with spells of sunshine but 
there is going to be die increasing risk of freezing 
fog patches ovemighl, when, of course,' it will be 
frosty. Rain will move into northern Scotland later 
on Monday and into Tuesday, with a few showers 
spreading down the eastern side of the country by 
mid-week. 
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AA Roadwatch 

London. At between Mill Hill Cucus and 
F rveways Comer. Roadworks and restric- 
I'Ons Until May 31 

London A3211 BlatKlrars Underpass 
Contraflow Unlil April 15 
Buckinghamshire. M40 Jla-J3 Road- 
works and contraflow. Until 1999. 

K*rtt M2 05-7 Bridge maintenance & 
restrictions Until March 9. 

Bristol. M5 J18j-19. Maw roadworks on 
Avonmoutfl Bridge Unlil Jan 99 

West Yota M 1 J43-42 Stourton to Loft- 
hoice (M62) A contraflow and 5Qmph 
speed limil are hr place Until July 13 
Cornwall, A38 Bodmin farkway Station 
turning. Contraflow Until June 1. 
Somssel M5 J22-J23 Maior road- 
works & contraflow Until March 31. 
Cambs. Al Alconbury to Haddon Con- 
struction wfflL Urrti/ December 31 7998. 
Suffolk A12 between Kessmgland and 
Wrentfram. Restrictions until March 3. 

Derbyshire. A38 South Norman) on flfajw 
roadworks Until Mwtir 1 
Leicestershire. Ml J24 Northbound exit 
slip closed. Use J23i Until April 3. 
Merseyside A57 Xnowsley ftoadnota 
at M57 junction. Uiftl Dec 31. 

North Yorks. Ai Aberiord to Garfortfi. 
Roadworks until August 1 


The sky at night 
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Lighting-up times 
TWay 
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Mpwcwi i t. 1627 to 8.09 


Tomorrow 

Belfast 16.4S to 825 

Bkrnkr0tari_.16.4O to 7.58 

Bristol 16.47 to 7.57 

Sasow 1635 to 8 22 

London 1637 to 748 

Manchester _16J8 to 8.04 

Newcastle — 1629 to 8.08 


Air quality 
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High tides 

Sun and moon 
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New Moon: 28 January 
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The constelatton Gemini, lying to the upper left of Orion, Is 
currently visible all night The stars Castor and Pollux are dose to 
due south around It .30 pm this week. 


Gemini, the Twins, belongs to the magnificent assemblage of bril- 
liant constellations that spangle our winter sky. It lies just to the 
north-east of Orion and can easily be located by- following the 
Hunter’s raised arm. Its two principal stars, Castor and Pollux, 

art* hnth firer iH4MiihiJa DaIi.«. ^ ■ . 
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lux. Scientific scrutiny of Pollux reveals that ft is in reality a sys- 
tem of six stars. Small telescopes can distinguish three, all of which 
turn out to be close doubles. Where Orion’s uplifted arm almost 
touches the more northerly twin's foot lies a glorious star dus- 
ter. At fifth m agnitude, it is in principle visible to the naked eye, 
though a veiy dark sky would be necessary. This is an object best 
viewed with binoculars. Surprisingly, it has acquired no name, ei- 
ther classical or fancifolly descriptive. It is simply M35. 
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by the translucence of the waters, which are rarely 
clouded by sediment or plankton. 

Whenever I put on all the 601b or so of gear-1 
felt like Donald Duck playing Super Bowl, but once 
you are in the water and have mastered the buoy- 
ancy controls to achieve weightlessness, there is only 
the cumbersome nature of the equipment to con- 
tend with. Although January is the coldest month, 
the water temperature was about 68°F. and with a 
wet-suit on, it felt warm. 

My first dive, which was to practise various safety 
measures, was only to six metres, but I was instantly 
absorbed into a world of fish and coraL Slipping into 
a mesmeric trance is quite common; Jonas quickly 
snapped me out of it, and the training began. 

Over five dives in three days, I went through the 
card: controlling buoyancy to go up and down ef- 
fortlessly, adjusting to pressure on the ears, com- 
municating with sign language, taking off my 
equipment underwater andputting back on, doing 
safety drills, learning to navigate by compass and use 
an underwater computer . .. It was intensive and very 
tiring: I was sleeping nine or 10 hours rather than 
my normal six. 

On my last dive, while we were on the bottom 
at Untie Bay, Jonas etched “DIVER” in the sand, 
pointed at me and dapped his hands, then bowed. 

Yet I am not, nor wfli 1 ever be, a serious diver. 
My experience of scuba-diving was never unalloyed; 
every time I dived I had mixed emotions, doubts, reser- 
vations. People buy into the roost diverse and bizarre 
packages to gtye spurious meaning and content to their 
lives. 

Early on, while gliding among the parrot fish and 
looking for mo ray eels in the coraL I suddenly thought 
this was like trainspotting underwater. I mean, if you 
want to look at fish, then why not go to an aquarium 
or watch a video? And then there’s all the para- 
phernalia and cost, just to stay underwater. 

And yet, and yet. I remember Jonas stopping 
12 metres down at Abu Hashish, tenderly, to dis- 
entangle a hessian beanbag with “Produce of 
China” written on it, that bad become snarled 
around a piece of coraL I remember hearing the 
squeak of dolphins and seeing the delight of S amir , 
the boat's captain, when he alerted us to a school 
of them as we sailed back. Alongside me, Jonas said 
sadly, “Dolphins like us, but they are naive.” 


sir 
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48 hours in the 
life of Bangkok 

You need a break - and a short-cut to Take a hike 

the soul of a city. Each week. ‘The From the boat station, go east to the relative cilm 


Independent* provides a prescription for 
the perfect weekend break. This week, 
Simon Gilder spends a 48-hour stopover in 
the Thai capital. 

Why go now? 

Pragmatically, because January finds steamy 
Bangkok at its coolest (though this is a relative 
term). Financially, because meltdown in the Far 
East means prices have been halved in the last six 
months. Spiritually, because serenity can still be 
found within a frenetic city of six million. 

Beam down 

The cheapest non-stop flights that I could find are 
on Eva Ah' for £469 return from Heathrow, booked 
through World Plus (0181-771 0218). If you are 
prepared to change planes in Prague, then Flight- 
bookers (0171-757 2444) has a fare of £340 from 
London or Manchester on Czech Airlines. 

Bangkok is, of course, a popular stopover on 
trips to Australia; Quest Worldwide (0181-547 
3322) has a fare of Alitalia via Rome of £624 re- 
turn to Melbourne, if you book by next Saturday. 

Get your bearings 

The runway at Don Muang airport has been there 
since 1912, making it the oldest airfield in the world 
that still has the same location. Thankfully the ter- 
minal buildings have been enhanced over the years, 
and new arrivals are given some protection from 
the toms that used to converge. 

Unless )Ou arrive during the mo rning rush-hour, 
the easiest way into town is probably a metered 
taxi, a relatively new invention. Including tolls on 
the expressway, you will pay around 300 baht for 
the ride - which, at yesterday's rate of exchange, 
is about £250. In rush-hour, you'd be better off 
following the signs to the train. 

Watch out for ... 

Food and drink offered by strangers, as it may be 
drugged, according to this month's travel advice 
from the Fbreign Office. It continues: “The stan- 
dard of driving is poor and there have been sev- 
eral fatal bus crashes on Thailand’s roads in the 
past few months.” 

Check in . 

The parsimonious will head straight for Khao San 
Road, the 500-metre long Westerners’ street just 
east of the Democracy Monument. As well as travel 
agencies and shops selling counterfeit fashions, 
yon can find backpackers’ bunks fox as little as£l. 
But on a short stay, you owe it to yourself and the 
people of Thailand to splash out a bit. My 
favourite is the faded chic of the Royal Hotel (00 
66 2 222 91 11), just south of Khao San Road, where 
a perfectly comfortable double room with television 
costs £15 a night. 

For luxury, it is hard to beat the Oriental (00 
66 2 236 0400), overlooking the river south of the 
railway station, which this week is offering rooms 
with views for £150 a night 

Take a ride 

Whether or not you reside at the Oriental, liber- 
ate yourself from Bangkok's choking streets and 
board a riverbus. These gallant vessels zip up, down 
and across the Chao Praya river, yielding views 
that make sense of a city that often feels over- 
whelming. Go ashore at Thewet, on the east bank 
in the north of the city. Less favourable forms of 
transport include the tuk-tuk (to imagine these 
screechy three-wheelers, cross a Reliant Robin with 
a bus shelter) and the back seat of a taxi-bike, 
usually a decrepit Honda 100. 


of the Ambara Garden. Bui be warned that 
“Bangkok** and “nice walk" do not sit easily in the 
same sentence. 

Lunch on the run 

The present parlous economic state means you 
can get a fine, instant bowl of noodles and vege- 
tables from one of the capital’s zillion roadside 
food vendors for as little as 10 pence. Eat plenty 
and often; you deserve it, and so do they. 

Cultural afternoon 

The Grand Palace is a mandatory call for every 
visitor, a fabulous concoction of architecture so 
intense that it looks like a Hollywood film seL Note 
that it closes for the day early (330pm ), and dress 
- as you should everywhere in Bangkok - with 
decorum. 

Window shopping 

Bangkok is the bargain basement of the world at 
present, and you can barely walk along a street 
without encountering a retail frenty. For dramatic 
sights and smells, explore the lanes around China- 
town (mainly south of Cbaroen Krung Road, 
stretching down to the river). For the keenest cloth- 
ing prices, try Pratunam Market (east of the city 
centre) - though most Westerners end up paying 
a bit over the odds and picking eveiything up in 
the relative calm of Kbao San Road. 

An aperitif 

Pratunam Market also lees you up neatly for the 
ideal sunset view - from the Sky Lounge at the 
top of Baiyoke Tbwer (00 66 2 252 3890). The whole 
outrageous sprawl transforms itself as you sip your 
Singba beer, a bargain at £1.40. 

Demure dinner 

You could stay put at the top of the tower, but an 
even more alluring place to (fine is the Oriental 
Hotel - and you can choose from seven restau- 
rants, from Thai to Italian. Make do with local beer 
rather than imported wine, and the final bill will 
be approximately halved. 

Sunday morning: go to church 
Among Bangkok's hundreds of temples, one wat 
stands out: Wat Po, which commands a vast block 
south of the Grand Palace. You may well spend 
most of the day at the city’s biggesL and oldest 
temple, drifting around grounds adorned with ex- 
quisite sculptures, and admiring the 46-metre re- 
clining Buddha. But the main draw is a massage 
at the Thai Daditional Medical School in the tem- 
ple grounds. For £2 or so, you can undergo an 
hour's comprehensive pounding. Don't under- 
estimate the pain this involves:; but there is no bet- 
ter cure for jet lag and other aviation ailments. 
You’ll be in fine fettle for your onward flight. 

The icing on the cake 

If you have never been in a first-class lounge at 
any airport. Bangkok is the place to try iL Hold- 
ers of even the dodgiest economy ticket can buy 
their way in. Just through passport control in Ter- 
minal 1. you’ll see the Louis Tavern - a sumptuous 
subterranean bolt-hole where graceful staff bring 
a constant flow of chilled drinks to your deep 
leather armchair. Tvo hours of this treatment is 
much more comfortable than the Wat Po massage 
- and a darn sight cheaper, at 600 baht (about £7). 

A cut-price alternative is the Food Centre, in 
the passageway between International and Do- 
mestic terminals. With two dozen stalls prepar- 
ing fresh dishes to order, this is possibly the finest, 
and certainly the cheapest, airport catering es- 
tablishment in the world. 



Spice of life: chillies on sale in a streetride market by the Chao Praya river 


Photograph: Robert Francis/Robert Handing Picture Library 



Wbafs wrong with 
Scotland? More precisely, 
what’s wrong with Scotland's 
three leading airports? 

The communities they 
serve must be miffed about 
the way millions are poured 
into new rail links for English 
airports, while the Scots 
continue to make do with 
slow, congested roads. 

Tins week, the Heathrow 
Fast Train started r unning 
between central London and 
Britain’s busiest airport. 

Tbday and tomorrow yon can 
travel on the new link for 
free. 

- After that, it will become 
the most expensive railway in 
the UK— both from the point 


(froth fane, at least £10 each 
WQF$cthe 15-mile journey, 
ho reductions for kids), 
andfte airport's owner BAA, 
wbid] has paid dose on half- 
a-b3gqa pounds for the new 
jfaA Well worth the 
u> vestment, though, as all 
BAto airports are now 
connected to the rail network. 

As long as they're in 
England. 

BAA has ensured that 
Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted 


and Southampton have 
excellent links by train. Yet 
the company's three Scottish 
airports remain marooned 
from the rail network. In the 
case of Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen, main-line railways 
run right past the airports; a 
link from each would cost a 
fraction of the £440m BAA 
spent on its Heathrow 
extravaganza. 

Glasgow is Scotland's 
leading airport, and the 
fourth busiest in the UK, yet 
plans for a rail link to the 
main line a mile and a half 
away were shelved when local 
government in Strathclyde 
was last reorganised. 

A spokesman for BAA in 
Scotland says the reasons are 
two-fold - the airports are 
closer to the cities they serve 
than those in England, and 
that only 12 million people in 
total use the company's three 
airports in Scotland, 
compared with close to 60 
milli on for Heathrow alone. 
In short, he says, rail links are 
unsustainable. 

The effect: south of the 
Border you can take the train 
to the plane; north of it, you 
have to queue fora bus. 



BOOK WITH 
CONFIDENCE 


In Uncripflom al you UowJ 

taml agart and lour opoialort fhtmo*. a leawi on 

LOOK BEFORE YOU BO|$K 



SIMON 

CALDER 


Anglo-centric or not, 
tribute should be paid to the 
strides BAA has made in 
reducing road travel to 


Heathrow-. Staff have been 
offered cash to relinquish car 
park passes, and awarded a 
15p a mile bicycle allowance. 

The latest move in the 
“Freeflow Heathrow" 
campaign is a pilot scheme to 
provide free transport (not 
just for pilots - for anyone 
who works at the airport). 
People with a Slough 
postcode and an airport ID 
qualify for a travel card 
covering much of south east 
England, gratis. (It would be a 
dreadful slur to say that 3t last 
there is some compensation 
for living in Slough.) 

The man behind the 
scheme is Heathrow’s 
managing director. Roger 
Cato, who savs, “Wc are 
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absolutely committed to impr 
oving public transport access 
to the airport. BAA's vision is 
to have 50 per cent of 
customers travelling to and 
from Heathrow by public 
transport.” Mr Cato cannot 
be accused of introducing the 
free travel scheme from self- 
interest - he lives miles away 
from Slough, at leafy 
Horsham in West Sussex. 

His 35-mile journey to the 
airport is a tricky one. Does 
he take the train to London 
Victoria and the Airbus from 
there, or change at Ciapham 
Junction and go to Feltham 
for the connecting bus? No. 
he travels by car. though a 
BAA spokeswoman says that 
he curs hares when possible. 


Since I seem to specialise in 
being in the wrong place at 
not quite the right time, I was 
surprised to find myself 
booked on a flight back from 
Bangkok to Heathrow that 
arrived on Monday, the day 
the new FastDrain link began. 
Unfortunately, the rail tunnel 
from the airport won’t be 
completed until June. Until 
then, you have to catch a bus 
to “Heathrow Junction”, 
basically a large shed on a 
trading estate five miles north 
of the airport. 

The bus 1 took from 
Terminal Four spent the first 
five minutes beading directly 
3way from London, down the 
A30 towards Land's End. But 
the overall journey to 


Paddington took the 
promised 35 minutes. 

The new line also provides 
a handy poser for dealing 
with departure lounge bores: 
If ABZ is Aberdeen and 
BHX is Birmingham, where 
is QQP? Answer Paddington 
Station, London WZ now 
awarded an international 
aviation call-sign. 



Online edition acquires a 
special travel section, 
combining the best from these 
pages, our Wednesday travel 
page in City Plus, and our 
sister paper, the Independent 
on Sunday. This worldwide 
window can be found at 
wwwjndependent.co.uk/trave) 
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On the ninth schnapps; 
Franz the ski rep asks you 
to stay another week. 


Annual travel insurance from WorfdCover 
includes a full 21 days’ ski insurance, both 
on and off piste. So you’re covered for 
those unexpected manoeuvres. 


IcelaiKhirre 



Why have an ordinary holiday when 
yon could have an Icelandair Holiday? 

For an information pack, return the coupon or cal 
the 24-hour brochure fete on 01 81 2557373. 

For reservations cafl Icelandair on 

01713835599. ’ ICELANPAIR A 
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Because we think the world of you ... 



current best buys on ffre world's finest airlines 


t n A 1 l IT D C v 1 

tenteifl 

pre-paUtaas 

SYDNEY 

P0TTH 

onssay town 
tom 

£300 £533* NBWYDRK 

£356 £643 BOSTON 

mwB nun 

un 

£155 £171 
£155 £171 

MEXICO CITY 
INDIA 

Bin 

ftom 

£281 £331 
£209 £350 

T R A 1 K a 

THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


Unequivocal protection against airlin ^nsolvencv 
"Sdwideattention to detail 


- CAA approved 


AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAL] 

BEIJING 

TOKVD 


£376 £619 
£224 £372 
£251 £334 
£256 £379 
£323 £438 
£213 £299 
£302 £469 


FUJRiDA 
LOS ANGELES 


£135 £222 
£154 £219 


SAN FRANCISCO £164 £219 


DENVER 
TORONTO 
VANCOUVER 
LAS VEGAS 


£246 £274 
£199 £231 
£297 £313 
£180 £262 


CAPETOWN £21 

HARARE £3; 

NAROBI Q 

DUBAI £21 

CARIBBEAN £2 

GENEVA E 

AROUND THE WORLD 


fy? 

[T 

r*v 


"Pet person based on 2 people trawfcg 


QANTAS/BRITISH AIRWAYS TO AUSTRALIA 
FROM £643 RETURN 
A CHOICE OE STOPOVERS AVAILABLE 
PLUS AU$50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 


For the real towdown on worldwide 
travel, TraPndos is your one stop 
travel shop. 

TraBfioders offers more low cost 
flights to more destinations than 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can tailor-mate your very 
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plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 - USA £29 - AFRICA £31 • PACIFIC £40 • ASIA £27 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £20 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR TAILDRMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BHJCHURES 


All ourf.-j;el centres arc oper llen-Fr: Irorr 0-7 pm • s.'l 9'Si:n - Sen 1 0-Sptv. 


CRUISES. 










on hotels and car hire worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILF1NDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 01 71-93S 3366 ANYTIME 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


C 


] DIRECT NON-STOP 
FLIGHTS o, 

New York/Boston/Washington Cl 73 
Miami £224, Los Angeles/San Francisco C223 


Continental 

Airlines 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 


Other airlines return prices inducing pre-paid carport taxes from: 

Sydney £517* Kathmandu £429 Miami £220 

Brisbane £515* Bombay £353 Chicago £228 

Auckland £619 Johannesburg £383 las Angolas £220 

Hong Kang £334 Nairobi £296 Toronto £238 

Bangkok £344 New York. £170 Vancouver £310 

Singapore £379 Boston £170 Mexico £326 0870 75 00 140 

ON «*H*r WE GO FURTHER TO FIND THE R.GHT FLIGHT 
CARD BOOKMG6- To rave qoafty «mca at enncorU. ThaUnracn Cede Group Hi 


Thomas 

Cook 


Lines open ?omVpm Mon-Fri. 
lOonvdpm Scrt-Sun 
A£TAF1XU ATOL 0265 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


4/10 Richmond Rood. Kingston, Surrey KT2 5HL 


WIDE 


USA & CANADA 

BOSTON return foam £187 



All OUK RIGHT HUCES DKUM PIE HUB JURMfT HUES 

0181 547 3322 

ABTA A9256 AtOL *255 IATA 


far East 


ORLANDO 


S'FRANCISCO £24 


WASHINGTON £19 


TORONTO 


BROCHURE HOTLINE USA & CANADA 

0181 546 4545 0181 546 6000 


JOURNEY 4^ 

LATIN 

AMERICA 

LOW COOT RCTUHN WUOHT* HlOW: 

RIO £410 MEXICO £328 


HAVANA £401 S JOSE £463 


UHA E410 B.AIRES £S2fi 



FLIGHTSEATS 



0990 239904 


Lunn Poly 

The l 'A' A />./ Holiday Shop 


AST* IBOST/MO. 73328 


m 


♦ HONG HONG ♦ 

♦ THAILAND ♦ BALI ♦ 

♦ MALAYSIA ♦ 

♦ BANGKOK ♦ 

♦ SINGAPORE ♦ 

♦ INDIAN 


THAILAND 
I FROM £463pp I 

r.w^r» U *!. te.lCS 


Q 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5558 1 

7Ja = I -*i r 

„ p 4 ■ in Wii 




Top scheduled airlines. 

Best stopover choice - 
Far East. USA S more. 

Itineraries tailored to your 
exact wishes. 

Car & campervan hire, 
aii rail & coach passes. 

Accommodation from 
budget to luxury. 


AUSTRALIA 

FARES FROM 

£606 

RETURN 


NEW ZEALAND 

FARES FROM 

£619 


RETURN 


iJETLINE 

SiKOMKtrd fares. !o .'.'I rfuiSji.iinn-; 
SPUN lr£00 LS* 

POHTUG.-U T9 C.-.RIUSESN 139 
| CaNARSK £9 4. aFRIC-'i 239 
ISTKCL 109 C-VAOA 149 
1 CfiETCl' 99 WO W 099 
I CYPRUS 99 PAR EAST 319 
SKI.FLIGKTS 70 AUSTRALIA 
SF-CCiACr. 

U FJJtl 1 2 £■ LI 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMBWA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
MBOLf EAST AFRICA 

THRIFTWAY 
m TRAVEL 
^,0171-4901480 





Look closely. 

There are no hidden extras in 
the price of our return flights. 

AMSTERDAM tamC68rtn | EDINBURGH* fromEGSm. 
BELFAST from £B9rta FRANKFURT fromE130rtn 


BERGEN fmnC19Srtn GLASGOW* 

BRUSSELS fionE79rtn NICE 

COLOGNE fnm£105itn OSLO 

COPEWTAGEN tanCI41rtn PARIS 

DRESDEN fromE219rtn PRAGUE 

DUBUN fram£79rtn ZURICH 


from £69 nn 
fran £1 30 itn 
fran£159rtn 
fnm£69rtn 
from £149 on 
ftwn£l30rtn 


Return flight prices from London Heathrow, indwfing taxes. 

Other fares are >ho malliMc from East Midlands, 

Leeds Bradford. Teesdde, Edinburgh, SlKgow, Belfast and Dublin. 

Contact your local travel agent or call for details on 

0345 554554 

or book on the Internet hctptf«nmJftybntishmldland.CDm 




The Airline for Europe 


Mb qamri Miabie en sritoed Mm me ffijnK Su^rt ra oaOWiky 

Tra# nn WUr i SaruiTBv V&t Ray Rlgtn piW hcWe UK rt taajn total 
“ Wes my wyl ■ U up igwa Mfftjog mprol tar Mm. 

UMoiqa and Gmga* at ton m Cato jft moiled 


a 01420-88724 o r 0171-497 0515 


OFFICIALLY APPOINTED^Q«iir7a«* AGENT 


opoiiww 12 High Street, Alton, Hants, GU34 1 BN V j 

or 

sat 9am to 5pm 373-375 The Strand, London WQR OJF 2959 Ia B T a12 

FAX: cn«20-S2133 or 0171-497 2923 

Ml 'fores subject to availability. Restrictions apply, ask for details. 

Air fares Indude p re- paid taxes, locally paid taxes may apply. 


OJStfN 

Canada 


LOW COST 
FLIGHTS 
WORLDWIDE 


RETURN FARES FROM LONDON AIRPORTS 


From 

NEW YORK £169 

BOSTON £169 

WASHINGTON £169 

ORLANDO £179 

LOS ANGELES £219 

SAN FRANCISCO £219 

TORONTO £194 

JOHANNESBURG £363 

SYDNEY £599 

BRUSSELS £72 

AMSTERDAM £64 

PARIS £64 


ALL FARES INCLUDE TAXES 


For details of flights call iito your local 
Loin Poly Holiday Shop or call ns 01 : 

@0990 81 11 IV 

Lines open Mon-Fri 9-530, Sat 9-5. 


SINGAPORE BREAK 

FROM £425 PER PERSON 

WITH SINGAPORE AIRLINES 

ododes flights, transfers, 3 ai^ts twin -based 
acoonHodatiofl and a dty tonr.* 


CHECK LUNN POLY PRICES 
BEFORE YOU BOOK 


Lunn Poly 

l better way to getaway 


'Cfl* «e*es to from Loooor jrd >*nctiete< Miwai no. and X 4 9S 

wUudfig;i2W»Ciia9B ' Al cats (TorytS a aaroard nsaonJ cc. rate 
lAsrwte Qt [*ymam acca«e<t ►teswresnlVtoAmeilcw' E«r*s'5r«crvDetta 
Qwfi cad MtJwge of 1 %, aei*m. U»r Pt*r « a9 «i ta o*»f ATDL 

HoMerv *l taee iutpq tn « < 9to bl» , «wH>ot*r>g owfcons. Taaaendawfcab* 
ealienjt mm nay vrey. Fa* mu. taoe toMd aomaa Deparwre (tatoe «ry. 
Dadk frvottte in Ucoa Oto «oBw u i*. MoMnp only. 

Lum rtity iwbw in* npn to «eti*a» *«• oltas •»»« «J«o«. 


p eople think the world of us! 

★ USA and 
CANADA * 


★New York 
★Boston 


★Dallas 


★Philadelphia 

★San Francisco 


from £1 69 
front £1 69 


from £173 
9 


from £179 
from £21 9 


9 


♦ Toronto 

♦ Montreal 


from £174 
from £214 


★ ★ SPECIAL OFFER *★ 

NEW YORK £169 

Depart Gatwick. Heathrow, 
Vlanchester or Birmingham 1 
before 31 March 98 

HOTELS from 09 

per person per night 




L0990 329 326 


Lines Open: Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-5pm. 
AD fares are low season return flights, su^ect to availabiity and include all pre-pyable laws. 
First Choice Holidays ft Flights Ltd. ASIA VI 549 ATOL 230 IATA 


‘ AT £29 \ 

< YOU’LL FIND OUR v 
i SKI COVER 1 
; SNOW BOTHER. | 
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umoosTAKSWBWMmwx 

Mwamiawsfaoifc 

tetote.fi I M tH 

Prne .£HJ «ra_£!dS 

lab* — UP teM.flD 

£Z99 h^hiy £351 

M i £291 UreU — £311 

aUMBfltt 

Cafprf £179 Dcucr — £119 

8ap» Of Seam £J9 

GrmUc_ 09 Sddwj — £79 
btet_£l9 tea — £B9 


tfodr m H^ora £79 

fehgt OS Wb 09 

Cbob — (229 Dteoibf £149 

Ortufe £199 teals. £174 


ALL PRICES INC. A'SPOST TAXo 


Feral poor 10* an SCWMB 



PNG 
PALM 

TRLK LAGOON 
THAU AND 
GALAPAGOS IS. 
COCOS IS I AND 
P.LU7F 

TURKS i- C AICOS IS. 
SABA 

CAYMAN ISLANDS 
BA\ fSL ANDS 

i< 1 lveubn.ini 
iv.i.' Irttrv! tho 

C'.P'.tn! 



sa BA SAFARIS 


Tel: 01797 270910 
F \ : 01797 270920 


S»n 

n S jATE 

^AlS! 


@ 

NORTHWEST 

f DepartM»1Slfar9S 

BookaKfpaybrfoHlQFEhSB 


FARES FROM 


OurspeaaftyisimihHiWe trips bfafu&og 
dtks,tetos, beaches and activities. 

ntett-stata 

London > Naw1brk> Los Angoks > London £339 

London > Nsw Orleans > W a sh ing t on > London - £353 
London > Toronto > New y*t> London £387 


Getting around 


MotwtHXP«s from _ £301 per van per ww*. 

Spodd offo ten JbaJBar W 2 weeks hr the prfceof 

Car hire from £5 per day 

[BaJudes inswances and tax) 

GoihROors apply, ask for details. 


Coach Tours frem £276 


Save £££** on a 13 night 'Canadian Comrast* tour 
Toronto-VaiKBum from £618. 

Wces are per penon, based on 3 people share, excluding 
flights ft Departure taws. 


n.i.l.fc.— £14 perpeaon/nlgfct 

IMn store 

Vilas from £8 per p«vnVB»gfrt 

(6 people sharing with pool access} 

All grades Of Hotete/raotete available 

Choose haw you travel and where you 
stay ■ TaHormake your very own holiday. 

Call NOW for more I n format i on. 


Q 01420-88380 or 0171-287 5559 

rmvnTra 


OFFICIALLY APPOINTED W I Mini uainr. AGENT 

MTMn 12 High SWW, Aten, Hants, GUM 1BN | te V9fc,[3 
Or 

52 toaentteet London. W1R6CX ^SUbTaI 
« SCB ® a FAX: 01420-82133 or 0171-287 4S22 
Al (m wfaiaa to areBafaBty. IWHflam Apply. «k ter drtA. 
Nr flies indudi prepaid feaei. loaBy prid taicsmayap 



Germany 


BLACK FOREST, Bavaria, EUol & 
abo Swtoertand & ausMa. Hotafe 
(t18 pp) Apnrtmants from E2B8 
pw. Auto Plan 01 S43 257777 
GERMANY - DaDy low cost tPglita 
and hotel accommodation. AH 
major credit cards. Please call 
German TtavN Centre Olfii 428 
2900. ABTA ATOL 2977 IATA. 


France Travel 
Advertising 
continues on page 7. 


CYCLING 

WALKING 

Hotel to hotel tors, 
with luggage earned. 

Or sage centre holidays. 

01797223 777 

BEUL£ FRANCE 

ATCLUn At) 


Superb choice of 
VILLAS* 
FARMHOUSES 

ALL OVER FRANCE 

Sleeping 2-16 

001469 878567 


0033545362289 

DORDOGNE Secluded tamihoun. 
fully modernised, in heart or 
cava/chanoin country, nr nifrtad 
casde, alps 9. Own swimming 
pool, 0 acres, 'phono. 0181 340 
7726. 

S to FRANCE, VENDEE : In 
unspoilt countryside peaceful 
cott, gdn. sips <5/5. Easy reach 
lovely sandy beaches. Reason- 
able retoe. 1U 01278671395. 


BRITTANY 40BSBJN 17c cottua. 
8-8. ElOOOOOpuL 01325 4S7D53. 

HOUSE/ FLAT RENTALS 

ProvoncwCon d’Azur /Corsica- 
Infra In EngOsh. Tat 0033 4 9077 
B274, 

CEVENNES. Archftwto riverside 
COIL Sips 2/3. Itt 0171 4859878. 

PROVENCE ALPS Detached stu- 
dio. Oidst vflag*. Wp* 4, Vsnion 
Qorga/Uc St Cralx. Seasonal 
swimming 8 walking. Avail aU 
year. E105-E200 pw. 01832 
710227 

CYCLE TOURING In Brittany from 
£190 per weak. Breton BBcas 
01579 350379. wnan oreton- 
McasGcompuarvaxom 

DORDOGNE VALLEV Supertdy sM- 
uated atone farmhouse with 
tower & pool nr iMtflavai Sarlat 

Domna. Specious , flexible 
aocom suit 2-16. Broth D1548 
B57971 

VINTAGE FRANCE: Farmhouses 
with privrta pools in hidden 
Southwest 01BS4 2B1431 AJTO 

LE MANS/LOfflE - Attract farm- 
house prop alps 2/9 ovuH 24HR 
RACE JUNE 8 JoVAug 01799 
B42S5S 

DORDOGNE 6 bedroom beauHifty 
la n ow te U tarmhouae Wi gd lfc a n t 
vtows^xtaLgardenAbo smeller 
properties. Brochure 
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Ski heaven for beginners 
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It’s safe, secluded and a 
great place to take 
children. Jane Slade goes 
skiing in the Vosges. 


It seems extraordinary that 
there is a ski area in Franre just 
six hours’ drive from Calais 
: that hardly any Britons ha\-e 
* heard of- The Ballons des Vos- 
ges look like the tree-lined con- 
tours of the Rocky Mountains 
in America rather than the 
jagged spires of the French 
Alps, which is probably why they 
attract so many Continental 
families and beginners. 

The atmosphere here is in- 
timate rather than hip. You are 
more likely to see babes on 
planks than grunge kids on 
snowboards, and you*U hear 
the sound of a woodcutter 
rather than a chainsaw. You also 
need never fear the sound of ex- 
I ploding dynamite. This 
avalanche -free ski zone is a se- 
cluded place to begin testing 
yourself or your child on skis. 

There are other benefits. 

| ~ too: this is a beautiful area of 
frozen lakes and lush green 
forests, where cosy mountain 
restaurants serve piping hot 
quiche lorrame lo wash down 
with a glass of good wine. 

If you take the road to 
1 Reims and drop south between 
Nancy and Strasbourg, little 
signs to ski resorts pop up at the 
most unlikely moments. The 
biggest ski area is La Bresse, 
which by Alpine standards is 
small - 36 pistes, covering 221) 
hectares. It is also compara- 
tively low, rising to just 1,350 
metres. But the owner of the lift 
company there. Jean-Marie 
j R£my, has invested heavily, 
and 70 per cent of the runs are 
covered by snow-making ma- 
chines. 

Jean-Marie opened the first 
ski lift at La Bresse 30 years ago, 
when the word “ecology” was 
barely understood by the skiing 
world. Now he is in constant 
struggle with conservationists as 
he tries to extend the area. 

Fortunately, there are mass- 
es of badly needed snow- 
cannons, fed by a conveniently 
located lake, and a ski school 
geared up to the needs of child- 
ren and adult ski and snowboard 
debatantes. 

• Reray learned the an of 
| survival when he was aban- 
doned in the Vosges forest af- 
ter the Germans took his father 
^ynd older brothers off to Labour 
camps. He now gives local child- 
ren free lift passes, and provides 
ski fanatics with floodlit skiing 
: until 1030pm during high 
season. 

For more experienced skiers, 
the Vosges makes an ideal 



In Vosges - with a skyline free of pylons 


break on the way to the Alps. 
It may also remind you of die 
early days of unsophisticated 
skiing, a few runs where you 
can’t get lost, and a skyline free 
of pylons. Above all it is a be- 
ginner’s paradise. 

The region's second largest 
resort of : Gerardmer rises 
above a glorious lake, which 
during winter is an ice rink and 
skate-surfing playground. 
Rather smaller (20 pistes, cov- 
ering 40 kilometres of trails) 
and with fewer snow-cannons. 
Gerardmer is also good for 
families. It has a kindergarten, 
a children's ski school and a 
soowboardens' half-pipe. The 
village atmosphere is friendly 
and the non-English -speaking 
instructors have turned word- 
free communication into an art 
form. 

The even tinier resort of 
Lispach has just six runs I two 
green, two blue, one red and 
one black ) but iies in the heart , 
of northern France's largest 
cross-country sjkiing domain, 
giving access to the trails of its 
larger neighbours Gerardmer. 
Xonrupt-Longemer and La 
Bresse. More than 100 kilo- 


metres of cross-country trails 
meander through forests, round 
lakes, and over hills from 800 
metres to 1,200 metres high. 

But for the ultimate in safe, 
secluded skiing, you cannot 
beat the Erraitagc Frere Joseph 
at VenLron, which offers guests 
i heir own private ski area. 
Thibault Leduc’s grandfather 
built the first ski lift here in the 
Sixties, but left it to Thibault to 
develop the accommodation. 
Two medium-priced hotels, of- 
fering some of the best food in 
the region, stand at the foot of 
the lift. 

Mountain facilities are lim- 
ited but popular touches include 
places for picnic lunches in the 


woods, and tree houses for the 
children. Snowboarders are 
banned in high season. The only 
downside to this idyllic spot is 
that ii is very low (barely 1.0U0 
metres) and there are no snow- 
cannons. So call for a snow re- 
port before you drop in. 

Jane Static paid £140 to trawl by 
Siena Line from Dowrio Calais, 
and £40 return in tolls on the 
French uutonwte. She paid £40 
a night (excluding breakfast) at 
the lav-star Ermitage Frere 
Joseph hotel in l entron. For ho- 
tel booking and snow reports con- 
tact Gerardmer Tourist Office 00 
33 320272727. La bresse Tourist 
Office 00 33 320 254129. 
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Luxurious Lodges 

Spectacular 
World of Water 

Over 100 Activities 

A delightful Forest 
setting on the edge 
of the Lake District 



Cali now. You simply have 
to find out morel \ 


Qantas introduces the 
Two-Stop Ticket, £702* 

E-g. London - Bangkok - Sydney - 
Singapore - London 

With a Qantas Two-Stop ticket you can fly to 
Australia via one destination in Asia and then 
return to London via a second. Choose from 
seven different Asian destinations or you can fly 
to Auckland via Los Angeles. For direct flights to 
Perth we have fares starting at £634* All fares 
are valid on Qantas and British Airways flights. 
For further details call 0171 734 7447. 

* Includes all passenger taxes on this route. Valid 1 6/4/98 - 
3076/98. See your travel agent or call Qantas telesales for 
info r mation on other seasonal prices. All fares subject to 
availability. 


BRIDGE THE WiRLD 


F CA ll US^NOvfFOR Vo U R FREE BROCHUREJ 

0990 086 086 


ThEsnurcf tivnuuA 


H IGH ROAD 

The first Thomas Cook Overseas Timetable of the year (price 
£8.40) brings news of a new. upmarket train service in 
Australia: “The new Great South Pacific Express, which should 
aim out (when it starts next August) to be one of the world's 
best ultra-luxury cruise trains. Bookings between Brisbane and 
Kuranda, and between Brisbane and Sydney, can already be 
made on this train, which will be an exact replica of an 1890s 
service. It is not yet known whether you will have to 'dress up' 
before being allowed on board." 

LOW ROAD 

The same publication has less favourable tidings from other 
parts of the world. "The Indonesian railway operator has 
never published timetables in any comprehensible form. If a 
train is fully booked, they have no worries about adding a car 
with no vestibule door, or f9 windows missing. Not that they 
have reached the level of a vehicle seen recently, travelling at 
fairly high speed, too, in Algeria - which was simply a body 
shell on wheels, with no doors, seats, or lights ...” 
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Qantas 
introduces 
the 3 -Stop 
Ticket, £844* 

E.g. London - Bangkok - Sydney - 
Cairns - Singapore - London 

With a Qantas Discovery Ticket you can fly to 
Australia or New Zealand via two different 
destinations in Asia, South Africa, North 
America and the South Pacific. You can also get 
an extra stop-over at either Cairns or Perth. All 
fares are valid on Qantas and British Airways 
flights. For full details call 0345 747 300. 

* Indudes all passenger taxes cm this route. 

Valid 16/4/98 - 30/6/98. See your travel agent 

or call Qantas telesales for information on other seasonal 

prices. All fares subject to availability. 
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Qantas 
introduces 
the Six-Stop 
Ticket, 
£1053* 

E.g. London - Bangkok - 
Singapore - Cairns - Auckland - 
Fiji - New York* - London 

With a Qantas Global Explorer Ticket you can 
fly to Australia or New Zealand via six different 
destinations in Asia, South Africa, North America, 
the South Pacific and Australia. All fares are valid 
on Qantas and British Airways flights. For more 
details call 0345 747 300. 


* Indudes afl passenger taxes on this route. 

Valid 16/4/98 - 30/6/98. See your travel agent or call 
Qantas telesales for information on other seasonal prices. 
AM fares subject to availability. 

+-Rjl - New York operates via Los Angeles. 
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Independent travellers start here 


A wintry circuit around Britain can 
take you to the ends of the earth. 
This is the season of the travel and 
holiday exhibition, with events across 
the country in the next few weeks. 
Simon Colder will be travelling the 
world in London's Docklands 
next weekend. 


How do you choose your holiday? That was 
the elementary, essential question put to pun- 
ters earlier this mouth by the cable station Trav- 
el Channel 

The responses covered the whole range that 
we fortunate late-20th-centuiy folk can enjoy: 
press advertisements, travel agents, tour op- 
erators’ brochures, Teletext and the Internet. 
Predictable enough, untD the very last woman, 
who said drily, “I look at the atlas." 

Whether you stick pins in it blindfold, or 
gaze at it for hours trying to choose between 
the seductive curl of Mexico’s Yucatan, Italy's 
toe-punt of poor Sicily or the mad geometry 
of Sulawesi, east of Java, a representation of 
the world is the best place to start. But a good 
next step is to set your compass for the near- 
est travel exhibition. Between now and March, 
these will be staged at a number of British cities 
(see panel right, for details). 

My virtual globetrotting will begin next 
weekend at the Independent Travellers’ World 
(ITW) event at the London Arena in Dock- 
lands. When Thomas Cook invented the pack- 
age holiday in 1851, an inevitable corollary was 


the independent traveller - the person who re- 
fuses to comply with the mass-market mould 
of the tour operator, who believes that life is 
certainty more interesting and probably less 
expensive if you make your own way around 
the world. Since ITW began in Bristol in 1993. 
the travel fair has grown steadily, but has re- 
tained its seductive simplicity: one-stop shop- 
ping for the independent traveller. 

Suppose your pin lands on Australia (and, 
let's face it, the country presents a big enough 
target for the blindfold voyager). Students and 
under-26s can check out cheap air fares with 
Campus Travel and STA. while we fogies see 
what deals Austravel and Bridge the Wxidhave 
to offer. Plenty of tour companies are on hand 


purveying trips within Australia of various de- 
grees of (disorganisation, while Backpackers 
Resorts of Australia competes with YH A Aus- 
tralia for the pleasure of your overnight com- 
pany, and camping outfitters try to sell the 
delights of canvas. 

Yes, but is it safe? The Foreign Office sets 
up its stall seven miles east of Whitehall to ad- 
vise on hazards within Australia and at 
stopovers ert route, while you’ll be able to get 
medical advice from Masta and an instant sec- 
ond opinion from the Nomad Medical Centre. 

Tourist boards from Finland to New 
Zealand via Japan will tempt you with stopover 
possibilities, but for less partisan inspiration 
you should attend some of (he fect-itehing talks 


GATEWAYS TO THE WORLD 


London Arena, 30 January- 1 February: 
Independent Travellers’ World, Friday 
12 noon- 7pm (£3); Saturday 10am-6pm 
(£5); Sunday 10am-5pm (£5). The coupon 
below qualifies Independent readers for a 
discount. Call 0171-341 6691. 

Bristol Watershed, 7-8 February: In- 
dependent Travellers’ World. Saturday 
10am-6pm; Sunday 10am-5pm. Entry £3. 
Cali 0171-341 6691. 

Birmingham NEC, 13- 15 February: Hol- 
iday and Travel Shew ’98; 10am-6pm dai- 
ty. Adults £6, under- 15s free; a pre -booked 
ticket on 0121-767 4774 saves £2. 


Glasgow SEC, 13-15 February. Holiday 
and Travel Show '98; 10am-6pm Friday 
and Saturday, lUatn-5pm Sunday: adults 
£5. concessions £3. family ticket (two 
adults, three children) £15. Call 01 15-%7 
9379. 

Manchester GMex, 21-22 February: In- 
dependent Travellers' World. Saturday 
10am -6pm. Sunday lGam-5pm. Admission 
£3. Cali 0171-341 6691 . 

London Olympia, 26 February- 1 March: 
Destinations *9S: 10am -6 pm daily: £3.50 if 
booked before 20 February on 0171-244 
09501 £5 on the door. 


given by people who’ve been there, done that 
and have the chronic parasitic infestations to 
prove it {though this last property applies to 
none of the following writers). 

William Dalivmple will be tracing his lat- 
est journey in the shadow of Byzantium, while 
Annie Caulfield tells of a different kind of Mid- 
dle Eastern love affair. Guidebook guru Tony 
Wheeler (see sioty. right ) takes Antarctica out 
of travel's freezer compartment: and at the 
Working Abroad seminar you can quiz Susan 
Griffith about the prospects for finding gain- 
ful employment among the penguins. 

And that's just the people who have also 
written for the travel pages of The Independent. 
If you want to tty to join them, you could at- 
tend the travel writing seminars on Saturday 
or Sunday. On the former is Hilary Bradt, pub- 
lisher of guidehooks and a great adventurer (as 
well as an occasional Independent contributor). 

Once or twice a year, she also leads group 
adventure tours to Africa and South Ameri- 
ca. Her iheoty of how to conduct these trips 
is wonderfully simple: “Convince everyone 
think they’re having an adventure, while mak- 
ing absolutely sure that they’re not." I think 
I'm going to have an adventure next weekend. 

Adventurers planning to explore Docklands next 
weekend will find a -IS-hour guide to the district 
in next Saturday's Tune Off section of The In- 
dependent'. 

For your chance to win one of three In- 
dependent holidays, courtesy of Indepen- 
dent Travellers World, see page 8 of 
today’s Independent. 


Asia or btist - by 

Bentley cjr bus? 

Th« latest edition of lonely Plane* guidebook 

to Thailand has achieved an int^ n ^ of 
approval: ask the n4 tourist office in London 
for information on the Phi Phi islands, an Y 

will hand you a photocopy of the relevant pages. 


if was invented in thl Sixties, the Seventies marked 
thestait of an activity dbjat many people find even more 
satisfying* independent faveL In an era when the must 
o^onlZd the Magic Bus to Athens was the 
Woodstock souodtfack,jTony Wheeler set 0U ^ ac I 0 ^/^ a 
ooSe^p - and subsequently committed his findings 

^Sty-five years ago, fhe first volume was put 

on the ldtcben table of this ex-Warwick Umyereitysre^nt 
and his wife Maureen. Since then, Lonely Planet has gir- 
dled the globe (along with a dozen other travel guide 
publishers), making its founder a wealthy maa- kbenow 
more Bentley than bui preferring Hiltons to hostels. I 
checked his travelling habits. 


Q When was the lai time you travelled by plane! 

A Four days ago, frorji Madrid to Paris. It was on Air 
France, whose fares ajre appalling, but the food is gpod - 
far better than Lufthansa. 

Q By train? I 

A Two days ago, on Euxostar from Pans to London, Giv- 
eo the choice, Td ahJays travel by train city-to-city. 

Q Bus? I 

A In Chile, last year: 

Q Ferry? ') ' 

A In Tahiti a couplejof months ago - the 26-mmute trip 
between Tahiti and Moorea. 

Q Bicycle? 5 

A At Lonely Planet headquarters in Melbourne, I cycle to 
work four days a week, then drive my Ferrari on the fifth. 
Q When did you thst stay in a hotel 
A Two nights ago it^ Paris, at the Hotel St Louis in the 
Marais. I 

QlnaB&B? 

A Last night, at Mri Something-or-other’s in Knightsbn'dge. 
Q Hostel? 

A When I was walking the Pennine Way a year ago. 

Q In the past 12 months, what is the most you’ve 
paid for a night’s? accommodation? 

A US$500 [about £3001 in Bora-Bora, a Society Island. 

Q And the leasu^ 

A US$4 [about £L50] in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

Q How do you cope with problems such as delays 
when travelling? 

A I try not to sit iind fume; I prefer to look for alterna- 
tives. 

Q In the Seventies, you wrote “If you're ever in Mel- 
bourne, Australia just look up Lonely Planet in -die 
phone directory and drop in - or we’ll see you on 
the road”. Does that still apply? 

A Yes - or call ip at one of our offices in Paris, San Fran- 
cisco or Kentish Town. . .. • • ’ ■ ; 

If none of these places features in your immediate travel 
plans, you have 1 a chance to catch up with Lonely Planet’s 
founder in a couple of other exotic destinations: Bromley, 
or on the Isle of Dogs. Tony Wheeler will be speaking at 
Ottakar’s Bookshop in Bromley next Thursday. 29 January, 
at 7 pm (0181-460 6037). And next Saturday at the Inde- 
pendent Travellers’ World event, at the London Arena on 
the Isle of Dogs, Mr Wheeler will be speaking about his ex- 
periences in Antarctica. See the story (left) for details of 
times and prices. 

Simon Colder 
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I This voucher entitles the holder I 
■ to £ I off entry to ■ 

■ Independent Traveller’s World ■ 
| at the London Arena, Docklands | 
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Terrenes Higgins 
Trawl taction List 


Passport to 
the World Entry 


Passport to the World 
CompetfBoa ErtMore 


Win a free holiday to: ' 

AUSTRALIA, AFRICA OR EUROPE* 

To enter go to stand 3B at the ITW travel show 
and register 

ACACIA EXPEDITIONS 

Adventure holidays for 18 to 40's 
For more Information on our tours phone 
01717064700 

or wiits to 23a Craven Tee, London W2 3QH 
’conditions are avaftfe an request at the above ackfress 
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I JO Holidays for 

1835s 

’Come and see us on Stand No. 31." 
Tel: 0181 290 6777 
Fax: 0181 225 4246 
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DRAKE MEDOX 

NURSING AGENCY 

Visit our stand 

We can offer 

exciting 

opportunities as a 
registered nurse. 

Tel: 0171 439 0309 


CORAL CAY 

CONSERVATION 

m 

Free Scuta tuitian 
Full «pedi&n training 
No previous aperieiue required 
FnraQ^a 

Can B17L 498 6248 
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JOURNEY 

> AMERI 

Escorted Group 
& Bespoke Tours 

0181 7478315 

Or 

0161 8321441 

sales«launieyt^ianiericxa>.iik.MnV 2 S AX 
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FAX- 0171 293 2505 


Special Interest Holidays 

Puli other holidays in the shade 



Special Interest Holidays 


Some books 

CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE. 

This one can 

CHANGE EVERYBODY'S. 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 



PpF 

Exodus 

-* “T4* Dtffrrrm Holiday K — * 


EASTHWVJgjJ 
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Leaders In small group walking & discovery holidays, biking adventures f 
fir overland expeditions worldwide • 

9 Weir Road, London SWI 2 OLT. 0181 673 0859. http://kvvvw.exo(fu$bavefe-co.uk 5 
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JOtSfeN€Y 

>LATftfS, 

AMERICA 
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KL;Chlna 
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Alaska 
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WKM-Winn I ffQ • Travel by sdiedobd aMnes 
—tmw ■ No curre ncy wrcht ay; 

WIIHH » Call us today or send for our biochute 

MB VUTUH lfOUfiJT5*01753 691404 &} 

M 44 WINDSOR ROAD, SIOUGH SLI 2EJ 


Africa. Asia. India, 

South S Central America | 

■ 2 to 37 weeks with 16 
years experience 

■ Unique custom buitt I 
vehicles 

■ Hotel trips & camping 1 

trips ' 


01728 861133 

FVance 


018174783ft 
0161 8321441 

ukMtum^MbuniaV^uaiA. 
•nirtsa ttxmt tana 


To End out how you can join an 
Eartfmntth team p roni dhg Raids 
and assistance on over 130 
environmental and cultural 
projects world-wide, get the 
Earthwatch Institut e E^edMon 
Guide. Call 01865 311 600 with 
your credit card or send a 
cheque for £3 JO, made payable 
to Earthwatch, to 
EARTHWATCH FREEPOST 
A OFIS7, OXFORD 0X2 ABR. 

>>' Earthwatch 

NmniOviqiNA 327011 INSTITUTE 


FINDING SOLUTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE 


T _ Experience the 

Unexpected 

* Discover the unique experience 

of a small group 

adventure! 


UNIQUE CURRENCY EXCHANGE OFFER: FF10=£1 GUARANTEED! < 
BOOK EARLY AND SAVE 20% ON MANY OTHER HOLIDAYS. 

' j-f .. A Choose &om more than 800 Hobday Homes includi n g country f 

YjkraeJforl cottages, seaside apartments, luxury chateaux, Spanish casas and much ■; . 

1 much more in the best regions of Holiday Fiance and Spain. j. 

W1 FROM PEKWEEK (Bn 

- . • ML THATS FOR 4 PEOPLE! V 


" n.;: 1 




the himalaya 

|F-caks - treks - ra'lir.g • culturc| 
' »od o*:« cr Irlor-rruo* 

brochure line anytime; 

0171 639 0484 


Simply the best for 
tailored holidays in: 

BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA & MALAWI 
MOZAMBIQUE 
NAMIBI A & 
ZIMBABWE 
SOl'TH AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
Tel: 0181 343 3283 
Fax: 0181 343 328? 

See oar srteile 
bl 1 fMwyr*. e lui ruju a m 
I mi Gadd Hou<c. /fUN 

LS I Arcadia Avenue. , 

S?! London NJ 2TJ -fZT 


Fran coast to coast vtnat cades 
talmd by magnificent scamp 
tfipMgMs fccUe Nm Ytrt. Chicago, 
Denver. Grand Canyon. 

Lm Angeles & San 1 j'T's 
Fandseo Jen one A 
ofawina^HMe 

kustarlubed J 1 KIJjljJ'NJ 

•ay totaeHs ANjp 
wa«id<*wraelv^ tOlq 

Toar Price fflfejffij'Iwj 

from £725 u||||||MW , i7j 

Cal lor you UlWtmlH I 

bmdura lltrtnSf'Qrl 


• Wildlife Safaris •Trekking Expeditions 

• Sailing Adventures •Jungle Exploration 

• Cultural Touring • Wilderness Experience 

„ For our 100 page colour brochure cell 

01252 344161 

Hatsc quote Reference IN 


brochures 0990 143 537 reservations & information 0990 360 360 : '7v^^ sh 

Nb: Special conditions apply to early Kmlang and other oilers ?nH niav not apply 10 all holidays. Sec brochure Tor details. i •’ ~ :i . 

■■ ■■ ■■ Independent Traveller's World '98 

Bll ■ ■ y in association with 

BK ■■ ■■ THE INDEPENDENT & INDEP|NDENT 

9 H To find out more about the travel 

™ ™ show for independent and adventurous 

T R AVF I IN^IIRANfF travellers, see our dedicated features this 

■ vt weekend within The Independent's ’Time 

AT III M M PftlV Off' supplement on Saturday edited by 

■■■ vUHW rULl Simon Calder and the Independent on 

Free insurance with aay saonier’98 overseas Sunday’s "Travel” section edited by Jeremy Atiyah. 
holiday costing £299" or more per person. 

For details ask at any Luna Poly Holiday 
Stop or call as on ^ 0990 81 II Ilf 


Explore WerUundr 
AUenhct. GUII ILQ. 
vaoo.expiore.eo.uk 
AJTOtATOL 2595 


***§£*$< 


law 

HU % 

ruas^sH.ToR.M^ 


IU3j n»n Uabr Wmkv. (Vaouar M. SMTirlJ 56 i« . 

Enllh>aipi^uAdvl<&iiL ^0 

10114 275 7500,, J 


WALKING In Germany A Aftace I WALKING 
Self-guided, no groups. Bags | ALSACE 
transported. 01786824515 Baflsnai 


NATURIST FAMILY HOUDAYS al 
leading nudes! resorts In Europe 
and further afleia. S£-page 
brochure from Peng Travel lid. 
01700 471832 ABTA V3900 ATOL 

0B2I 


ALSACE Sattgufdod. no groups. 
Begs iransponul 01786 824615 
WALKING 6 CYCLING In undacov- 
erefl Europe. Fine lood, hand- 
ptefced hotels, excellent rake for 
money prices. Guided S Indcpen* 
dent chofca3-bags moved for 
you. Heed wafer (01606) 813339 
AITO 3412 ATOL 


me Off 


. i f '."3. as many times 
1 as you like 

6om . --a 

'.- : 1 K i'-l -“ year 

Wth cur annual travel ■■ - 

insurance you can tal <• an -•■T.Ayy 

unlimilod number nl tnp< ; liHirUtt 

Tu enrol, call betvteen 8am Services 

and 8pm Monday lo Kridav _ _ _ ^ — 

quoting reference IN A0?. ' 0800 700 7 


0800 700 737 

... . «V- -tnrrinr.j'.T.'.ra'- % 


AppSasi 1C Sumner '98 erworseos hcedaye *m B durnon or i© to 17 Soya ortv 
•CDWornMreewrerwncnJsngriluinakdajT Ooor canr^t or comSxned «w> 
wry other promotional oler or decount, oppfcra to new ocoAmga onh and e 
suOfod w avaJaedar UJrws open Man-fii 9-5 30. Sot 9-5 Al cala oJiarpetJ or 
suncord nadomi cal rate Fa dmals avauoMe n cnops. 


From next Wednesday 
* The Independent's midweek ■ 
Travel Section within “ City +” 
will appear in the front half of 
the supplement , as a colour 
double page spread. 

Appearing alongside similar 
lifestyle editorial , “Take off 
for a City Break 99 will focus 
on some of the best City break 
destinations around. 

Tb advertise within this 
midweek Travel feature call 

L 0171293 2222 J 


L L . = :c , r 

: ; L • ,"r _ 


SPfilN 1 



SINGLE? 



PfiRIS 


Wry tnrwl atonal 
join > (roup with Solo's, 
tho ip n rirfet tow operato r 
for tingle people. 
Acvgreupe 2X-Syre 
45 - 49yn 

0181 951 2811 

Solos 

atol o&saM/M&f, 


Activity Holidays 


£69 


s^ftaadfhas 
tybuyoadibidi 
■ tan oi)U 


AMSTERDAM 

PfiRIS h BRUSSELS 



Join us tar a watt through 
tone of America's most 
bnathtaUng sewage 
The Grand Canyon, Morumam 
Vafiey, Bryce Canyon. Arches A 
Hank mb among •» ttyfieifc 
on ttm Wanly Haas. Agmte 
A atol ora nn daCenghg 
I [A htoi Hie choice ki yam. 

jttP 12 day* tmn £1,095. 
\l CaMtorfmrbnxtm 


JIMESCfIPE 



jidi ivdKM 

<*r> ur Funjv- Liuv 1 ^ n or IndrrwmirYti 
i | 4'0i CundKi Abyvv# £irT"yr".^Fiw»f»Llatdrtl 
^acPU» SC UmtaNr lSUI* 


on ordLH- tn i*o«m 
R*»nn*<lw% pnrrrwd K tfw 4BJ 
1 YrUovl hiGuw 



France 


0181 395 8565 24hr 


The Best Value Camping & 
Mobile Home Holidays in Europe 
Enjoy a two week family holiday 
for £299*-ferry inclusive. 


Vuurarc^ Bcral . T >U= S-’SiifT? 



>'i&Bxnd nttijt Noi-c- 
1 n rural non. 

lPECIALIST 
v YPRUS 

Mins hate > pm jk paot 
41 hue a cu mdtMloi 
Pkohorth. Ih -timet, acorrof 
torn. isKH-auBO. dninj 

_8lr847 4748 




Airport Parking 


HEATHROW C4.95 per day. Free 
parking after 14 days Maxcherge 
£69 30 up lo 100 days Secure 
Periling 0191 813 8130 


JORDON. EGYPT, ISRAEL. SYRIA. 
Talormatte itineraries. Cel Desti- 
nation Red Saa on 0181 440 9900 
ABTA V0! 22 ATOL 3651. 


Can 

ada 

- - 



0141 226 2121 

0181 680 2121 

6^ Man-Ri.9-5 Sat 


Don't forget 
to mention' o 
The independent 
when replying ’ 
'. to adverts 


HoHday Parks 

Holl and Germ any 
Belgium 

City Breaks 

Quality holiday parks in Holland and the Blade Forest and 
Mosel regions of Germany. Afl with a range of leisure 
facilities. Or discover beautiful Bruges ki Betyum from one 
of our oonrfonahle. dty centre a partments. 

Phone 01502 502 605«ioteA»37 


™ 'a hBCHBja y 

5 team fo Dinghy 
sail or Windsurf 

6 Villa flotilla/flotilla 

~ RYA courses 
catering for 
beginners to 
experts 

s- Mountain biking 
holidays 

Caribbean sailing 
from only £579 ^ 


Or wirta m Hqhskoiw Hpfcfayt, Depr A3537, Lpwwtcft. NR32 aw 

1 Azores 


4 STAR APTS In Spain. Florida & 
Canaries. 23 luxury resorts lo 
choaao from, all sleep 4 pereona. 
fob 01896 870385 MorvFrL 


Cycling Holidays 



WE INDEPENDENT j 

Newspaper Pubtehine pic 
regias lhai abhou$yi awwy 
reasonable precaution & taken, 
no responstolky can bo 
atxeptBd fbr flights and/br 
Bocommodaflon offered 
through these columns, or any 
loss arlsfig therefrom. Reeders 
are advised to take aU 
necessary precautions before 
entering Into any travel 
arrangements. 


V I SAVE KONEV 

V U -BOOK DJRECTf 

2,000 PRIVATE 
OWNERS ADVERTISE 

Chateaux • Vittaa S Farm Rouses. 

marry whh pools 

• Cottages * StucSoe • Apanmame 
• Family Hoials • Motrfe Homes 
■ Bed S Breauass ■ Cny Breaks 
Aft regions of France. 

Free 316 pg Colour Brochure 

Tel: 01 484 682503 

httpd/f ww.Eh aPVJUf-go m^ 


A new adventure every day. 


Activity Holidays 


^SniVnAV E meaiUni 3 The Land 

BROCTJRE 

yv n3TuJv surprising. 

nonn cons,d ‘ ,rtn « ,ts 

UOUv 4-00,000 \2kes 

850670 Only 7 Vz hours 

orviatt away even' day. all 

° Irt S^w!iI*® year round with 
OHtaTio- cnn*r 1 a.rom AJj- Canada — 

which operates 
mere non-stop flights 
from the LTC than anv other carrier - 
Ontario is the ideal flv.'drive Canadian 
destlnanon with easy access to the 
beautiful forests, the spectacular 
shoreline and the magnificent canyons 
of the north. r*., 

Toronto has lots to 
offer, tncludlna .-. : “ c - N 

“^1 ONT7®JO 

more chic CANADA 

boutiques than you could shake a credit 
card at. while Ottawa. Canada's capital, 
not only has 13 museums and galleries 
but Thrilling whitewater rafting nearby 
on ihc Ottawa River. Outdoor lovers 
will discover the .YtusLoka Lake District 
and canoeing in Algonquin Park, not 
forgetting simply superb fishing In 
Northern Ontario. 

Oh. arid there's also Niagara Falls. 
With all this - and more than 
sZ Canadian to the pound - why wait 
anv longer -3 


Ont ario's wcfaflltc on 
Mn . 


‘ Avoid dir mauct ■ 
quality lioMavs In Imacr 
kiwnn Areas, 

E C I A L r S T 



mm 


& □ponraonJsCTWQtxy / 

aphanecfr&<rm& ; 


real Ita 


The highest 


uality escorted and 
^independent walking 
Vi holidays in Europe. 


69-71 Banbury Road 




France Travel 
Advertising 
also appears on 
page 4. 


Pared ewes. Pousadas. Country houses 6 hotels in 
'undiscovered' Spain, Portugal and Madeira 
Crtybreate, Rydrive. Coach tours & tator-made options. 
NEW: FASCINATING RURAL GAVE HOTELS 




*5* 

Canada 

Discover our true Nature. 


Swim Inns 

HAVE NEVER FAILED TO 
TEACH AN ADULT TO SWIM 

01352 780503 

INB CHESTER l FOR BROCHURE 


Activity 
v-' Holidays 
for 6-18 year olds 



Maud 



BEAT THE CLOCK? 



ACTION HOUDAYS tor 5 B 15 year 
olds. 1 to 4 staff redo, telephone: 
D1706 814554. 

ADVENTURE ACTIVITY HOUDAYS 
lor 8- 1 7 yre. Somerset 'Sco Band. 
Brochure essential. 01749 
812307 


UK Travel 
Advertising 

continues on 

page 9. 


If you wish to 
advertise 
in this 

section please 
call the 

Travel Team 
on 

01712932222 


PEsaggj 

C>R -fe. ADULTS g SELF CATERING Wee" 



IRELAND 



01455 85222 0 



For ferry passage, holiday brochure 
and reservations, contact 


SWANSEA. CORK 


freephone 


0800 783 8005 

. or contact your loca lira vel -agent 

EMERALD COTTAGES 


IRELAND SpadaMa. Choose horn 
over 110 collages. 01455 852220 
(UG207) 

SHAMROCK Cottages, 286 select 
IndMdiMl codagas In superb 
locations. Disc Farm. Afro. Col 
Bra 01823 6B1080 

400 INDEPENDENT COTTAGES. 
Booh direct wlih owners. Free 
Brochure - Stllweft's' 01271 
336028. 

HOOKHEAtLFETHARD ON SEA. 3 
beds. Sleeps 8. Leas man 5 mhw 
from beach. Cl raw lo Wewford, 
Walerford.Kllkenny.0lB23 
81BBB4. 

IRISH COUNTRY HOUDAYS 1998 
the premier choice. 300 indMd- 
ual cottages all tourW board 
approved. Fennhouses and 
hotels, boating hofldays end 

hone dram cawwa. Many wel- 
coma pets. Call 01602 680 888 
|24hre}. 

ENJOY IRELAND HOUDAYS The 
Mggea and the beet choice 
catering lor al tastes. Uifoeetable 
local knoMtedge. AD Imy routes. 
FREE 100 pg brochure 01254 
es289e(24hrM 



The Irish Landmark Trust experi- 
ence a unique holiday - way In a 
medieval miniature cusSa, Geor- 
gian Dublin panelled merchant 
muse or octagonal ngldhouBe on 
the wuds of Wicklow Head. 
Brochure Ph: 00 353 1 6628425 
£4hre) Fas 6628187 e-malt 
famdffwk Holla 

SHAMROCK Cottages, 286 select 
Individual cottages In superb 
locations. Disc Fares. AITO. Col 
Bro 01823 681000 


























THE INDEPENDENT 

SATURDAY 

24 |ANUARY iw 


8/TRAVEL 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


OVERSEAS, SKIING 





Eastern Europe 


IS Tt* \ r 


. .j ■ v -*-*v •' k*ss' V 


TSAR6AZING. 


Corsica 


Stamp: Holidays 




0600 73 ! 7367 
t 0 ! 444 SSI 4 1 


skM 

mTR\a 


fc HOLIDAYS from £2871 


by Luxury Coach 


Uv*eUy%x> .3 

hs«h. A^renema Vta 3 

EafybooUngreduHorc j 


h •fVMxi 


ft«9irierCaa«M)HMeb 

TafawBidftCc* 

AffkfeOrtmhotdqi 


jj mj |f|J 

-» rDS 

7, 18i 17 topftai. fc W W 
- PRICES INCLUDE - 

• toxar* Cod Thvel » MjtrfKfen 

• Bed £ Godfanl Brakfta n bad 

9 fkk-opi Ara^M 4e U JL 


A S^y, 

« 2 rJ sstrc# 

*%> jwpc&okWp V 
• Qukts • ApirtmcBts 
• Hettfc » Csrpsrstt 
„ FM^Bq^iWWwdSe 
£ £ 
\ frsinwiipnwWM, £ 
2 wtaraejAranll* . £ 

■»' 


C >, 
£ >. 


™ Options 



See our new 1998 brochure for bargain 
city breaks starting at just £369. 
Alternatively, you may wish to take a 
special twin centre city break to Moscow 
and St Petersburg, or a river cruise from 
£999. In 1998 make your ordinary holiday 
extraordinary. Visit Russia with the 
specialii Intourist Travel. . 

Call us now for more details. 


The Corsican rj Specialist 


Corsican 





AA JANUm w <5\ 

/<? SPECIAL £\ 


Lwdy wilhs with pools, 
seaside cottages, mediaeval 
village houses. Carefully 
selected hotels. Very 
friendly personal service. 

01424 460046 
www.cor9ca.co.uh 
££ 07000 corsca & 


TIMESCflPEj 


I (ROM ST4K1TED LONDON ■ # 


LONDON MANCHESTER GLASGOW 

_ 0171 _ 538 8600 _ 0161 834 0230 01412045809 

flmKMaurlitintfinialuHfii tfWLrttap 


An Und of qMCtacatar mountain 
|Hb fragrant pine forastx, 
tryitaf dW rtim. K wMfc 
and b w ut H ef ntluM bnditi 
Small i Fhmdly Aubergcj 
Mountain umj dassk Hotels 
ladNifc Ap ar tm a iB 
Private tflltoi Ftj-dny^ Cydntg 

S/7 Humboll Road, London W6 BQH 
ATXJIM mci «w» ffivni MWi vna 




n^ij 


AROENTIERRE- Warm wmlconM. 
catered CftaJaL tW village, 
entrap, gd rales Jan. 01582 
7696747 

SKI PEAK Spectaflsu lo Vaujany 
(ATpe d-Huar). ChaJels. Hotels, 
3/c. Superb cuisine. sW guiding, 
child cars, short tramlara. 01252 
794941 ATOL 2697 ATTO 
DISCOVER THE UNDISCOVERED. 
Nordic siding, pretty unspoilt vil- 
lages. friendly hotels 6 great 
regional lood. 01605 HI 3338 lor 
■98 broch. Headwater ATTO 24 12 
ATOV. 


[ ■&.- /Burnt ‘Tteori. /sowar .tour. 21* htos* fUd Let** TUStP 


fimtli iimitio 


j£‘ 

JrDon't fb 


8BB& 


We aim do provide readers of The Independent 
with the best travel pages of any newspaper. 
So how do we define best? Most entertaining, 
distinctive, informative, accurate and innovative. 


PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST & I PBAS^ 8uda PCBt. W«nna. BBrfn 


Slovakia. Central pensions, 
hotels B apis. Czechera (01706) 


Greece 


a Krakow. Low hotel prices from 
£14 pp 8 nights from 
El 88(lnc.tax} (Agent ATOL 1245). 
Sumner Chalets In Slovanfo. Slo- 
vakia a Czscfi from £217 per 
week. Auto Plan C1543 2S777 


to mention », 
The Independent^ 
% when replying $ 
%rx> adverts M 


Simon Colder & Harriet OBnenl 


Portugal 


Sardinia 


I Greek Islands Club] 


Greece 


« Villa holidays for 
™ chose who wane to 
escape the crowds in 
style and comfort. 

Pmbbs • Ithaca • CtnuiOMA 

Zakymthos • Cowu . Km«A 
Soaxhu • Skomum ■ Alomssu 
F or d brochure telephone 

01932 220477 I 

htqry/wwwtvdLcouA/vHW 


Escape ike manMream.tmd 


AST* VJ»iJ ATOL »«> AITO 


vdlax with pools, qaatitf 
opaiBu&iu aadfimOf-run 
hotels In mqwtir location*. Pha 
flex&l* 'Wandering" holidays 

0181 995 9323 

ivnvun oDLiwiuro 


The Ma foerr artetm'i bas-irpt 
uscm, an uLmd of glorious 
bexhn and tpeaaeulnr 
mountains, un&nuked by imv 
Morin L VS&n with poeis. seaside 
collages, muinifgrn anberga and 

BytuA hotels, pin* flexible 

’ Wandering' hoRJays. 

0181 995 9323 

on run am. im aw 


SARDINIA wrth Voyages liens on 
Island ol stunning beaches and 
m a grVBcenl scenery. Our magnB- 
Icent new brochure has a wide 
choice ol private vfllas, apts. 
hotels sfanpke & de km. 0800 783 
902S Alto/AioL 


Tralj tm&TVtmal tOoi iHft pooh. 
(WwnvkwiaJidffUl 
herds mi ftmaiatHomrOdM 
/ndwhi eraioji fiam riw Mkriv 
owl riw Doan re *e lamrtoami 
iV" HaJMMt ’ WW i rif ' 
MUpearfdtrtmnb. 

0181 995 9323 

Am vim JcrotWH aho 


Switzerland 


Turkey 


Pun, Cerita, Letts*. Me^irid, 

lebacs. CqdnioaM. Zokjatbus 

QfdattstaaiaOf Greet hotUufs 
amor fiem the mninimam. 
Prtvau vOlat wttfc pooh, hotels 
and comgtj In tmmtlfld ujupoih 
UxxoUms by the *a WkW 

01819959323 

UUVUS7 AT0L1422 AJTO 


Iwmy/wr iA i m Mng 

tSHERPA EXPEDITIONS 

B AauMnBMcMaielMdaA 
K i<|riym9.AIMHnMr*l 
Brf pHdM.O'iohraealewMenM 
Kh pnups. TleWm* Bos*, b 
BU Brin. «0 awn bCffM 
WstalMui 
_ jtth Fore brochure 
»Vr| . 018115777187 J 



:TT? W&rfi 

FOR MEDITERRANEAN PEARLS '93 


A QUIETER OPTION to Paxos, 


VOYAGES I LENA - yes Corsica Is 
I wonderful - and ws do have the 


INDEPENDENT 

vuias 

WEJT ALGARVE HOLIDAYS 

PRIVATE VILLAS & APARTMENTS 
Family Holidays 
+ Golf, Tennis, Bowls 
UP TO 10 % EARLY 
BOOKING DISCOUNT 
FanpntUFtiuem 
Ui*d Briovtouj da Las 
LraOoera CW» 

Aim CWf Cmnarpr Cur tej 
Om jm Ltepa (221 


SKIATHOS. Poflon. Skopaloe. I 
Alontosos, Mykonos, Paros, 
Anflpnros A Santorini Suparbv*- 1 
las, apla & hotels, most with sea 
views. Expert & friendly Barries 
from SWathra Travel Ltd, now hi 


Luflcas, Zakynthoa. Kdalorda. 
Parga, Stotaia and Crete. A qual- 
ity selection ol private vMas, 
beechsfde apart & small hotels. 
For our 1986 brochure call 0171 


Eeoape the uatnsrapu with oar 
mdqae nmge qf rural cottages. 

rOLitwiA prfnjte pools and 
friendl? hotels. Pita thofledble 
’tyandsriMg' programme, special 
baenst haHdafi. gulet cruising 
xmd Istrmbal city breaks. 

0181 995 9323 

AOTIV1U1 U0LWS ATTO 


SW™: S2S2SL n JESilS; nmthbin CYPRUS '-imm. 


cottages and genuine hotels In 
lovely scenery. See oi» magnUI- 
cent new broeftwe: 0600 783 
9025Atto/A»l 


drives North to South. Character 
BB Pousades. Manor Houses. 
Plus Azores. Madeira. 0101 847 
4748 AITO ATOL BOB 


233 5233 Greek Options ATOL BUNGAWW6 APT- PooLSra^w. ^gE PORTUGAL,- Country 


mu20thyr. 0181 940 5167 AITO ^ inspiring Ionian 

aiul ian I island. We are a smaa operator, 

isiNiakmftRPprwtaimauniw. I offering only Ihe highest qusflty, 
exdualve accommodation. From 
Luxury VTBas with pools to water- 
front apartments. TWo TYavel 
Industry Awards 1997. Broch tel; 
01500766000. ABTA ATTO ATOL 


bMich. travel help. 01624 836660 


ATOL 1680 

MAINLAND GHEECEtaresly mag- 
nificent -lovely beeches, moun- 
tains, forests to explore. A wide 

choice of comfortable private vif- - 

las, cottages and hotels in our industry Awards 1997. Broch lei; 
magnMcent new brochure. Voy- 01580766000. ABTA AITO ATOL. 
•era Oena 0800 783 9025 MAJNUVND GREECE -ZAGORIA. 

a. (UMJaiB . tntrtMnnul villa oaa. 


PURE CRETE reoommsnded In 
The Independent On Swday. 
Breathtaking views & empty 
beaches. Pure Crete. For 
brochure call: 0181 760 0879 
ATOL AITO. 


44 ston»4u^ trwflfonaf vOiogas. 
Mountains, ravines, waterfans - 
wild llowwe everywhere. Stay In 
award winring ■Retreat' Inns, Fly- 
drives, wa&ingitrefck/rtg. phorog- 
raphy. painting and Alexander 
Ibchnlque. Brochure tel; 01580 
765000, ABTA AITO. ATOL 


CRETE. Carefully selected email . 

tamlly-nsi aocom. In W-Ciete. Hrs CRECOFILE/F1LOXBUA Mainland 


by tad/car ina Phm guided vraOs 
(Apr 4 Oct) + Informed art + 
archeology (May-Sept) ATOL 
4597. 01622 830004 


& unusual Isles. Was, hotels, Ry 
drive. Tire spedattsts In escape 
packages ATOL AITO. Telephone 
far brochure 01432 375899. 



houses wfth pools fri unspoilt 
North, Mlnho and Douro 01954 
861431 AITO ATOL 2787 ABTA 


Russia 


INDEPENDENT TRAVEL packages. 
Air tares, groups. INTERCHANGE 
0181 681 3612 ATOL 2429 


Spain Travel 
Advertising 
also appears on 
page 7. 



SICILY 


The Culture Vulture Guide 


Classic Taormina and 
Giardini Naxos with 
Etna as a backdrop. 
Messina's medieval 
charm and duomo. 
Remains and ruins 
from the bronze age. 
Volcanic islands ot 
Strombolt and Satina 
(capers a speciality!). 

The Vulture 

Brilliant beaches, 
civilised hotels, and 
cafe society. Great 
restaurants, terrific 


I ice cream. 


reds and whites, and 
wicked almond liquers. 

The Guide 


7 nights from £309, 
children from £49. 

1 direct from Gatwick. = 
i All Inclusive holidays | 
s from only £585. s. 

CALL 0870 606 1973 

flnDQUOrEGEFiinDS 

ncstfwtmiBfMtfXipir 


sun WORLD 


Cottages 
to Castles 

c/he 

(Shofce Goffcc/ion 


TUSCANY -UMBRIA 
VENETO-COMO 
NEAPOLITAN RIVIERA 
Villas staging from 

2-22 people 
For 1998 Brochure Call 


01622 726883 




Sicily & 

Sardinia 


www. therp9-wafkirHf-hofidays.co.uk 

SHERPA EXPEDITIONS 

An unrivaBed choice ol walks &. 

| cycling lours. Qo independently self 
guided, or Join one of our escorted 
groups. Throughout Europe, In 
Britain, and even in Central 
Asia or the Himalayas ;; 

For a brochure 

0181 5777187 4 
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TUSCANY NOW 

T 0171 272 5469 

F 0 1 " 1 2~2 (ilSt 



SIMPLY 

uscany 

" 'Ti/finhria 


Mtismat batbrnd/IaAk 
Jfydim haEdajs. 
‘GrtmJ Tearing' and Painting 
kaSdayipfas short /breaks to 
Fhaemce. Venice and game. 


0181 995 9323 


rtrr* viitt 4tiii. ivss uni 


Cyding or 


Walking 

See the great art 
treasures of Tuscany 
and Umbria, pins a 
myriad of less obvious 
defights hidden down 
Tuscan lanes and 
tucked away in 
Umbrian hDl villages. 
Character-fill holds. 

gnat food, bags moved. 

Ring now for 1998 

colour brochure. 


H^DWAEFL 

01606 813342 

Mi ATOL H12 


"EndidoaalJdrmSmnes, 
nEos and apartments 
in itafyi pnltiest rtgkvs. 
HtscraomBMJcmaiiuNG 
(0990) 143683 quote l M2 
VACAMZE IN IWLIA 


ITALY,! 


A TASTE OF TUSCANS Vmas, ori- 
tapes and apartments. For 
brochures cal HBBownads Tows 
on 0181 291 1460 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY Flexible fly- 
drives to ntaeany & Umbria. 
GtartKtar BB accom. Plus StoBy, 
Lakes and CStfc*. 0181 847 4748 
AITO ATOL 90S. 

TUSCANy/SfCJUt Select proper- 
ties In sxcaflant tacaflona. poota 
etc. Col Brocfum 01539 431120 
ABTA V7333. 

LAKES MOUNTAINS A BEACHES. 
VHde range of hotafa A seB cater- 
ing throughout Italy inriudlnB 
Bba & s*c8y at very raa sonaM o 
prices. Auto Plan 01543 257777 

VENICE: VENETIAN APART- 
MENTS has a range of private 
apts to IsL Aim Florence, Romo. 
Verona, Vaneto. TW: oiti 
B7B1130. Fax; 0181 6780982. 

APULIA / CALABRIA Slaty Ameffl 
Sardinia the wonderful South. 
Unique Uuffl houses caste Aril- 
urtst tarns vBasfeoofa chanring 
hotels 01 694 7221 93 ATTO ATOL 

RIVIERA PONENTE 2 TO Wlliddo 
flat alpc 4. SM2 miles. HD wata 
to 3000ft- Up to CSBDpw. Broc 
0171 3740978. 

INVITATION TO TUSCANY ftoman- 
Hc cottages and luxurious vflaa lo 
taL In sonM of Urn lowf lest areas 


6 M 


SIMPLY 



pain 


Escape ihe manamam mA our 

unique range of ruwulfiumltObsa. 

maaryvtStuwxdipotdxtaui 
aquhite BttaB hotels in ampjtli 

be jam Arruighou Ajvhducta arul 

AfattTOL PtusfieslbU Wondamg- 
holidays cmd tadomadr options. 

0181 995 9323 

asm visa; *xw.i«z *m> 


SPATS ISH 

titr 



VUIra wftti swfnunfnfl pood, 
cottages and village houses m 
quiet, xenk locattens 


Our selection features quality 
properties in the most delightful 
coastal qi mountain settings 

ANDALUSIA CANTABRIA 
ASTURIAS 

Fly-drive Ferry ATOLJ334 
Sri HumbokFUMd. London WS TOH 


0171-385 8127 
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s A PARIS 


SPECIALISTS IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 




/tyum’t CfwMut/iertMSM Canons 

For more mformadon cafl 0111 W4 1 2® 
NunMiTbwten i Cfandbi Sreec London Win OU3 


Telephone: 0l522‘511577 
Fax : 01522-538580 
Email hartleys @easyMt.co.vk 



t. .at- 






TAILORMADE 
SAFARIS I 

ZIMBABWE, BOTSWANA. 
NAMIBIA, ZAMBIA, KENYA, 
TANZANIA & 

AF RICA._ 



BOTSWANA 

SAFARI 

WITH OUR OWN 
EXPERT GUIDES 
Deception Valley 
Kalahari Migrations 
Okavango Delta 
Moroni, Savuti & Chobe 
\ \ Full details and 

\ \ colour brochure 






Luxurious remote lodges. 
Walking, canoeing, riding and 
vehicle safaris with the very best 
guides. Superb wildlife. 
Adventure with comfort. Call us 
to create your ideal safari. 

Tel :(01604) 628979 Fax: 639879 

66 Palmerston Rd. Northampton, NNI 5EX 



'35* 


TempleWorM 

0181 940 4114 


BOTSWANA 

Okavango Delta • Chobe 
Moremi • Kalahara 

Luxury Lodges • Fly in Safaris 
Pann ing • Beach Extensions 


- 




EXCLUSIVE 


TOon’tfo%ff 
r to mentionV 
l The Independent 
Lwhen replying 
\io adverts 


0171 388 8878 


- 1 Africa Travel Centre 

[j 21 Lei^i Street, London WC1H 9QX 
3384 e-mail: africalra.vel@easyneLco.uk 


CARRIER: the 
Africa experts. 


HOTELS 4 CHALETS at very rea- 
sonable prices from C25 pp. 
Apartments from £324 pw. Auto 
Plan 01 M3 257777 


South Africa, Ztmlubwt' 
Hoowaru Namibia. Zambka. 

Kenya, Tanzania. Indian 
Otcui Tailor-made holuLm 
AktxiuvsaLirK from £1,490. 
Call now feu new brochure 

«m CARRIER aha 

nt Aiptcii of Atriu toi 

01625 582006 


THE INDEPENDENT 


'Ml 

. yJ 


Fill your holiday cottage, 
villa or apartment vacancies, 


j® Luxury hutch, 
P villas and uilor- 
made Mtans in 
. South Africa, 

5 Zimhahwe. 

( Boowarva. 

kj f Zambu. Malawi 


01244 355881 
AFRICA 
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CONNECTION 


OuaBty villa. Spadous. afl 
mocLcons. Sips 5. Conventantly 
situated Tei/Fmc 01285 831866. 


Last year over a quarter of a million Independent and 
independent On Sunday readers stayed on holiday in a 
rented villa, flat or cottage. 


■ 153 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY- NamBKa, 
Zimbabwe. Botswana, Zambia. 
Malawi & the Cape. Totally flexi- 
Safaris &fly-<1rtvea to guesl 
(amis, rernola bush camps 8 
character accom. Brochure; 0181 
B47 4748 Enquiries; 0161 232 
9777 ATTO/ATOL808 
South Alrfcwn Affair, Cape Town, 
Wlnelands, Garden route. Natal. 
Transvaal. A unique selection ol 
dank: hotels, game reserves, 
charming houses 6 gardens. To)- 
01713815222 


For only £4.70 per line or £4.1 1 per line if both Saturday and 
Sunday are booked (inc VAT), you can advertise your holiday home 
vacancies throughout the year. Your advertisement wiii appear in 
the Time Off section of The Independent on Saturday and/or the 
Travel Supplement of the independent On Sunday. 



TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
Monday to Friday 1 Oam - 5pm. 
or e-mail us at mhuil@independent.co.uk 
or fax us on 0171 293 3156 
or complete and return the coupon below to: 

The Travel Team, Classified Advertising, 

The independent, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EI4 5DL 
and include your payment by cheque 
or Access/Visa/Amex/Diners Card 


N.B. Private advertisers only (two properties or less) 


BTW INNSBRUCK & Salzburg. 3 
bdrms pr house. Bale £ sun ter- 
raca. 1W: 01823 860 850 


^Don’t for^t 
|v to mention^ 
M The independent ... 


'v when replying 
1 \to adverts 


Far East 




SUNVIL DISCOVERY. ThaBand, 
Vtatnam. Hlghhr Ifexftte tnn and 
BytHvao lor mrivWrate. tnfri B47 
4748 AITO ATOL B08 


South America 


sunvil Discovery. Costa mw. 
Guatemala. Ecuador +■ Cube 
add-on. Highly (texlbte mdMdual 
tours & ftydrtvBS. Jungle lodges, 
nature rerarvra. 0181 847 4748 
AITO 470. 000 


MOJACAR- Mountain vBage over- COSTA BRAVA/ DORADA Vfllas & 
locking Uod. Dm. vWa Hi 3 quiet apta many wfth poota. Sunsetect 


acres, 5 n*» boactvremaurants. ABTA V7278 Brochure 0161 707 
Sips S (3 onsulto bads). Lux. S7S4 
Utah, aircon, fans, TV, WL 3 tar- aLMERIA. Small hotels, vlltap. 
races, gdn. pool. W OWpir J uno- aponmtm*. trecBtional village 


Insertion dates: 

Classircation: 

i enclose a cheque for £ 

made payable to Newspaper Publishing Pic 

or debit my Access/Visa/Amex/Diners account by 

Card No: Expiry date 

Your Details: 

Name — ' 

Address 


wood MM4M« « HCMfOVoifM 


Sept Wta* + 34 50 47B8Z3. 
YEAR-ROUND ALTERNATIVE hofr- 
days, Atpujarra region. Southern 


nousra, 3*3. In Spo/n's Bum* as* 
province. Brochure; Elusive 
Spain Qt 52$ 876752 


Spain . M^yilfl cert aettiiig. m om- andaluoa toveta house hmoun- 
^ C ^ 0 ;^^ nfen3 - Per ' tain v3 lag# nr Baryta. Garden, ter* 


sonai development courses. 
(01494) 782720. 


races, views, walks. Sleeps 2 « 

4. TeHOI 386)782306. 


of Tusceny.CaB lor brochure, Trt SOUTHERN SPAIN. Lovely beach op uot i nnra - 

0121 429 5018 or 0171 003 7111. houeft. Sips 0.TW: 01892 668 090. S ^ | *y > | U L OB 9f; MI ^°P 


LA BELLA TOSCANA Vbiy 9»da( 
farmhouses, vfllas A Apts In & 
sound enchanting medteval San 
Gimignano between Florence ft 
Sterna. 1998 broch. 0181-422- 
9216 


CASA M(A 98. Save Money I Boole 
Dfroetl Private owners advertise 
hoBday homes, bid Spain & Por- 
tvgul. Col. Brochure 01484 


The travel section of 


The Independent has the most 
discriminating, sophisticated 
and knowledgeable readers 
of any newspaper. 


Smcui Odder it Harriet O'Brien 


Ffrtca. Sea-Vlows (5km Beadiee) 
3 badg, 2 bathe, grtin. pod. Tel: 
0034 71 583326 Fax: 0034 71 
842216 

GUIDED 8 INDEPENDENT walking 
in Andaiuda. the Pyrenees 8 
unknown cwnore of Mallorca 
Great food, friendly hauls. Tel 
Headwater (01606) 813341 AITO 
3412 ATOL 


NEW 

ENGLAND 


COUNTRY HONES 


fife f&s Coastal 
«y cMu Wreside and 
p; ‘ inland bomes 
1 *t * W throngiuJUT 
— i miri Mew England. 
FREE Hi PAGE BROCHVBE 
(0990) 143686 (24 Hn) 
QwJttSe£AB4 


Tel No: Day.. 


.Evening 


Signature.. 


For further details 

please cal! The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 


CASAS CANTABRICAS - cottage 
holidays tn bcanfful unepodt N. & 
w Spam S Portugal. For 
brochure can: 01223 328721 
AITO 


VINTAGE SPAIN: Country houses 
with poota In unspoilt areas of 
Catalunya and AncJaJuda. 01854 
281431 ATOL 2787 AITO ABTA 


CAPE COD NEW ENGLAND 8 VER- 
MONT. Superb family resorts & 
private houses. Bridgewater 
Travel ABTA V727S Broch 0161 
707 8794 

DISNEY/FLORIDA Luxury 3 bed. 2 
bath vflla fri pine trees. Large 
heated pooi, caW« TV. Clow to 
tennta, horn rdg. golf. TW <»8f 
341 8718 


INDEPENDENT 


ON SUWftAY 
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Sharks, shops and a fantasy 
palace: for a refreshing and 
Inexpensive day trip, 

>arah Jewell goes to Brighton. 


i>n a cold day in January/ when the bills keep 
popping through the letterbox and the win- 
pr blues have set m, a day trip to Brighton 
t a good way to cheer yourself and the cftil- 
^en up without spending too much mon- 
y. The sea air is as invigorating today as 
j was in the 1750s, when Dr Richard Rus- 
h's sea-water cures turned the little fish- 
ig town of Brighthelmstoue into a 
tshionable seaside resort. Wann sea wa- 
7 mixed with milk is no longer considered 
articulariy therapeutic, but a good dose of 
popping is uplifting, and the streets of 
Tighten are crammed with tiny shops sell- 
ig antiques, arts and crafts, bric-a-brac and 
akk-fcnacfcs to suit aB tastes and purse sizes, 
jid when your feet are achin g there is a 
uge choice of caf& in which to recover, from 
le Wii Kite. Moo Kau Global Vegetarian 

afd, to the Shark Bar on the beach. 

lie visitors 

arah Jewell took her nephew Alfie Stirling, 
iven, and his Mend Juliette Denny, six. 

arah: As we walked out of Brighton sta- 

oo, blinking into the sunshine, there was 
oiy one direction Alfie and Juliette want- 
d to go and that was due south, straight 
own the hiH to the sea. However, I man- 
ged to persuade them to turn left so that 
-could enjoy browsing through the North 
anes. Sydney Street, Gloucester Road. 
Kensington Gardens and Gardner Street 
re bursting with bargains and curiosities: 
ou can buy original Thirties cigarette cards, 
Yrt Deco wooden chairs. Victorian siiver- 
>acked hairbrushes, and vegetarian shoes. 
Alfie and Juliette soon got fed up. so we 



Underneath the arches: 
Brighton's Fishing Museum 

Photograph; Rui Xavier 


Pushing the boat out 
with minarets and chips 


walked through the centre of town past the 
high street stores and down to the seafront. 

Standing on the promenade, we leant 
over the blue Victorian railing* and admired 
the pea-green waves and then crunched our 
way along the glistening grey pebbles to- 
wards the Palace Pier. All along, the beach 
there are dozens of little arches, but un- 
der the road, tucked away in one of them 
is the Fishing Museum. The Sussex Maid 
a Fifties fishing trawler, squats in the arch 
surrounded by shells and nets and pictures 
of ships. 

We walked up to the pier and along the 


wooden-slatted deck. Here the air smelt re- 
freshing and the water sparkled as we prom- 
enaded up and down just as the Victorians 
would have done. Feeling hungry, we for- 
tified ourselves with fish and chips and then 
walked past the amusement arcade to the 
children s funfair on the end of the pier 
where we sampled the genteel delights of 
the bumper boats, the mini-dodgems and 
the leaping horses on the golden carousel. 

Back down the pier and across the road, 
another Victorian building has been ren- 
ovated. The old Brighton Aquarium, built 
in 1872, houses the Sea Life Centre and 


some of the original Victorian tanks have 
been restored. Here little pop-eyed plaice 
and great gulping catfish swim about. In the 
modem tanks, tiny seahorses and huge glid- 
ing rays are equally enchanting, but 1 most 
enjoyed gawping at the white-bellied sharks 
in the underwater tunnel. 

After tea in the Lanes we wandered back 
towards the station past George IV's fan- 
tasy palace, the Royal Pavilion. Outlined 
against tbe afternoon sun. the onion- 
shaped domes and flying minarets looked 
bizarrely exotic: an uplifting end to a re- 
freshing day gul 


Alfie: I thought it was a bit boring walk- 
ing down to the sea as all tbe shops we 
looked in were selling things for grown-ups, 
like tables and chairs and pots and jewellery, 
but I did like the juggling shop. It had jug- 
gling balls and kites and skates in the win- 
dow, and 1 thought it would be a really good 
place to buy a present. 

Tbe beach was quite exciting. It was nice 
and cooL as I felt hot after walking through 
the town, and I liked the sound of the peb- 
bles crunching under my boots. I liked look- 
ing for treasure, and found a ball of fish 
eggs which I took home. 


I thought the pier was very exciting. I 
loved the funfair and best of all I liked the 
Crazy Gown Hying Roundabout. It was 
brilliant, as it went right up in the air. The 
Sea Life Centre was fun. I really liked pre- 
tending it was scary in the shark tunnel and 
shouting out, and I liked looking at all the 
fish. 1 didn’t like the Pavilion much; 1 
thought h was a bit fancy and trying to shew 
off, with all those turrets. 

Juliette: I wanted to walk straight down to 
the pier, but Sarah wanted to look in all the 
shops. I did like some of the shops espe- 
cially the one which had rolls of black-and- 
white-spotted material in the window that 
looked like Dalmatian dog hair. I liked the 
beach and the tiny tittle puppet shop on the 
seafront which had string puppets hanging 
in the window. I thought the pier was very 
exciting. I liked sitting in a canoe that float- 
ed round a little river through a tepee and 
past a giant cactus, and I liked tbe bumper 
boats. Sea Life was fun. I liked touching 
things in the rock pool. The sea-anemones 
were really sticky, and the hermit crabs were 
all bumpy. I thought the ray fish were very 
friendly because they kept sticking their noses 
out of the water to say hello. I had a really 
good day out in Brighton and I enjoyed go- 
ing borne on the train. 

The deal 

Brighton is one hour from London Victo- 
ria by train, with two trains every hour. 
Palace Pier, Madeira Drive (01273 609361 ) 
open daily lOam-1 Opm, admission free. 
Brighton Fishing Museum, 201 Kings 
Road Arches (01273 7230641, open daily 
10am-5pm, admission free. Royal Pavilion, 
4-5 Pavilion Buildings (01273 290900) 
open daily 10am-5pm. admission adult 
£4.10. child £2-50. cone £3. Sea Life Cen- 
tre, Marine Parade (01273 604234) open 
daily 10am-430pm, admission adult £5.50, 
child £3.95. cone £3.95 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: UK 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


UK Travel 
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AT OVER 1200 LOCATIONS 


PRICES PER PROPERTY PER WEEK 


‘NOlfeft/Suffblk ton £114 


■ ttvttwmbertanCton £142 •westOwitry ton£H7 


•YoiteHre Pales ton £ioa 
•UtePfcrtct ton £115 
• PeS; District toi £136 


ton £107 ■ • 



101756 702200 


168 PACE COLOUR BROCHURE 
URBSop»3anv9pmsut-Pri. 9am-7pmSat. 



IT’S THE 

ONLY 

Brochure 
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svkes coua^es 


Superb atoges in Nontiumbiu. rite 

IMdlte Dries 6 Moors. Borders. 

rite Lite, the Put 
District. 
North 
; WWesand 
Shraprinie. 


| English Country 
Cottage* 

Anujouvauj® 
rfuirw in 

loveliest srcai. 

Free 43o p*ee 

colour brochure. 

Ini 

(#9901 851111 

EVMPNpM 




ONE AND TWO week hoHdeys. 
1 ideal tor famSes and couples. 
hwh Cottages 01455 85 25 45. 
Quote LN0EO1 


Self Catering UK 




INSPECTED. RKomnwnded 

% too cetsaoto ™ 

n UX. BrecfwyK 01751 475547 

•HESTER b&b lam Dy sWdmwi 
*Mi own lounge looking onto 

ootetianl «*n*ane serin ffKheon 

0< Ctattrin coumyeMo. Priooe 
tram 15 (pp. TelffaS 01829 
770831^- 


HnnH . picked cottages 

throughem Britain- 
Coastal. ihwside and 
uo uu u y side loeadooa- 
Soue with swi mming 
i rooms- 

J ; brochure. 



HMDiaV 
RED ROSE COTTAGES Lance. 
Close pretty tfiaflas. 

■Ida. heritage & cousl 012SJ0 
4213(0 


Valentine Breaks 


Hunstrete 

House 

Country House Hotel 
Near Bath 



V Romantic. ▼ 
y Luxurious y 
Weekend 

T*vr- nif^iL-- Fndj) a rui talurd.iy. 
liinncr K-J .lnJl-rcjiljsi. 1 p£ nrt, 
I'.Hir fu> li-r K-<k, nu.tTu>rjhk- 
Ijlxinrk**-. u-urmri fVnu.Yi 
Muidoi Klhin.iiirdnunl jwanJ- 
innmnc MlniMliL full ta- 
V .r*r»l CttWr 
CfumfUto* I**' 

From CIS pa pawn lor Iwti nigh Li 
inda.rrr of VAT 

Td: 017*1 440PO Fjk 017*1 49073: 



iMKI i.WM 
M \Ni H.‘ 


WIRE AND DOTS TOUR VALENTINE 
EKvpr *1L& ran kmd one cclrtraie lUam» lev Jl thr. EJrjjanj 

Rnramllr RTOtU. S« » M BCTtA «od V«t\ UKTUOf 

rim of Ita UBpfcy Slake nUkh* ihb-IWh rraLury mnor House HcxH xnh 
SIsl cauurr Counuy Clue linbiia pnxitto thr f^rlcci tooiwi (or J uprriai 
metout This Inbb two di> (uckagr irciudes. a ruo <4 irons (a fiu uaJ 
your land oat along euft sumpuiout. .lmmfl jod lirturKxii ji <-vmojodhilre 
llni retunc second 10 none. Book oo* and m.i»r ibfc I'okniave Bn i 
uuiy mesnonH' owanun. 

For bookings and tnqubKs. eocnuri llracJ Rwrcauoos ori 

01229 834044 



Oesderuonn thought romam r 
MW dead until she was 
treated to a Brief Encounter* 
City Break... 


■iMPkr iwrei-i 


i ta*w tmn IwKfc In Wpe~t n>oa 
laaoo anja i W| bone b«cb 
mi Ipfand. we low uirt i nl onlr dc 
iu beam icr raw non Wco bnaL 


An of the Short Break’ 

few ou noon henrhsar pia-c cJL 

0181 995 9323 

irti t rj.tr tn»i i<nz viru 


De\’on & Cornwall 



English Country 
Cottages 

AN VNDMIUD 
tfaoice [hipqtboni 
Cornwall. 

Fret 41* p»*« 
colour brocbaic 

Ring 

(0990)651111 

HEP 6*«1 iliHiri 



GLEN LVN. LYNMOWTH 
NORTH DEVON 

u gfinf Sranen-r. Tmujtidhn 

■ and ‘ ram* iriiufwlutl 

j|uua» In » -op.il' riW 

..oruBh 

hoi- l-rmJfc Ik-c- .<*1 
oarm unJri 0-*T taaimf 

All ideal bnlhliy ktie at aiur 
time ef tbe nwr 

Telephone: 01S98 75310" 
Postcode EX?5 6® 


Cornis/i Traditional , 
Cottages 



Scll vjlcrmr 
rti Heidi c os-i- 
ii! ComajJI 
mJ .« SciUt 
Fur vow FREE bnu-hun: 
rm*.> 

0990 134967 


CORNISH waCOME COTTAGES. 
1996 best over fufl colour 
bnxtue. 01756 792201 
BEER. Devon S DorseL Owf 150 
DuaUty properties In eoasi A 
country locations. Jeon BaffleO 
Cosaga Holidays. 01287 20973 
{24 tvs). 


FHEE COLOUR GUIDE lo me 500 
peel veiua corteges in Davor 
(01271)378332 

DEVON Spedefete Choose bom 
pvflr 430 COBSOCS. 01455 852505 
(UC2021 

CORNWALL Speclallsis. Choose 
Irani over 350 corteges 01455 
852505 (UC205) 

DEVON CONNECTION: luxury 
houses, cansgos. Tol:01&*8 560 

9». 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 cot- 
tages throughout- (01752) 
260711. 

WEEKEND RETREAT IN SAL- 
COMBE. Cosy coach house u/flr 
ch. * t> stove Sleeps 4.Court 
Muse and lodge. Sleeps 9/20. 
01530 342409 

SU0ERB COUNTRY COTTAGES. 
In heart ot countiystde. no* sea 
AvaSOOle now Tel. 0ISG3 72033 3 
FOWEY r POLHUAN Chamwig 
wsreisule colleges Super* 

views. Genual healing. Dinghies 
avallaOle Peis welcome. 01579 

J44667 

DEVON Bern conversed on peace- 
lul farm In Tumdge valley. Tm%b 
country Sips 4.®- PlfOS 804371 
LARGE LUXURY family house and 
seastde oungalow Lovely coun- 
tryside settings on N Cornwall 
c^asLTel 01288 356678 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Harts. Lus boats. (01256) 
703681 

BRITAIN'S BEST Salt Drive Nar- 
rowboal Holidays. Widen! choice. 
Beginners very welcome Tel 
01905 610097. 

LAZY DAYS AFLOAT. Award-win- 
ning canal boats throughout 
Britain Early booking offers. For 
Brochure W. (0121) 44S2909. 


Channel Islands 



SrH129 

DERftRTS EVERY DAY 
NOW - 22 MAY 1998 

Pike rcfadas Sqhfe ton GaWck « 
BfaJFii Engfchwraldaal In stperti 
HoWl Al rocm& En-Stte. 
pmC£ MCUJDES FREE CAR WRE 
Etna Ngta also Anteto « Cl &50 
Hal Bum *ab£ta al E7 pw nigta 

BOOK NOW 

or ring tor further information 

0181-980 7244 

Hoioar Inaiarea CGJ9G - EoarttJ 
HJUy B0riDe> • AHX NO 3258 


JERSEY BOOK Direct and save 
LET'S. 40 pages ol hotels to suh 
every need by sea A air. Call 
Island Sun DU eel Res; 01703 
828311 S Brochure 01703 
828366. We guarantee you can't 
buy cheaper 

AL0EANEY-C1- Jusl a whisper 
away hero the UK. 2 sc units from 
105 pppw. 01481 82 2355. Direct 
flignBi. Southampton. 

Isle of Wight 

/" FEBUARY SPECIAL >t 
3 nights trom 179 

Bed. Breakfast and Evening Meal 
Large seafrert ncM. emenBrenenr. 
indoor pool, lacuzzi, saisia 

* FREE CAR FERRY * 
Sandringham Hotel. 
Seeliwn. Sandovm. Isle ol Wight 
Telephone; 01963 4066S5 
^ *4 nigftte January from C79 


3 toys JPteJpte Ato 

pNghc) 4Dayi 

DEPARTURES EVERY DAY 
(Now-31 March 1998) 

• SpaOBcriar location 

• mmMvmlnndwre 

• IiDoay 3* Haal (RAO 

• Af rooms an-srie wen ccfaur 

TV 1 FREE laa A ccflee 

• Ai prices irdude FFEE Car F«Ty 

Phone for Brochure 

0181-980 7244 

Hofefay harara C79S - EsaerDri 

L<lilWd^=# 

Northumbria 

SUPERB collages Noritrumbria. 
York Dales. Lakes. Peaks. Sykes 
Collages 01244 345700 

WWW (itu.cn uk.'sykcs 

The Fteak District 


accom in Derbyshire Dales 4 
PaaVS Brochure 01 142 620777 
PEAK DISTRICT Specialists 

Choose hom over 250 cotuget 
0145S 852505 1UC2041 


Cotswolds 


COTS WOLDS SpectaUsa. Choose 
from over ISO conogea. 01455 
852220 (UCl 061 


FARM COTTAGES kfytlc location. 
Tat 01258 B80558 brochura. 

BOURNEMOUTH. Quiet country 
hee style In* spans In superb 
KJwn centre loc. No children. 
Open all yr. 01202 298775 

DORSET FISHERMAN'S COT- 
TAGE. On Cheail beach. Port- 
land. Sleeps 4/6. C160-C325 pw. 
mckrdes ch. Winter A aarty Spring 
breaks from ES9 tor 3 nights 
Excellent louring centre. 
Brochure: 01305 770895. 


The Lake District 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME Col- 
lages 1998 colour brochure. 
01756 702208 

EDEM YOurs 1o dlscoveL EngtovTs 
Green A Pleasant Land In the 
Heart ol 2 National Parks 
(Lakes/Dales). Free accomoda- 
tion guide. Eden Tourism 0(271 
336067 

HIlLTHWATTE HOUSE, Winder- 
mere. Thornbarrow Road, over- 
looking lake. All rooms ensuua 
(some with Jacuzzi baths) SateL 
Im TV. teamaurtg, Sauna. Tylo 
Steam Room and heated indoor 
pool solely tor our guests' use. 2 
nights. 5 course Dinner BAB 
incLVAT only £99. 3 nights only 
£130. Brochure: 016394 43636 

NR COHISTOH WATER. Charming 
Georgian Hse w/lge gdn by river. 
Sips GB+chn. C/H a woodstove. 
Avail much ot 80.015394 41715 


East Anglia 


NORFOLK / SUFFOLK'S Welcome 
Cotfages. 1998 colour brochura 
01756 702205 

AMAZING value East Anglia cot- 
tages. New 106 page colour 
brochure. 01756 702240 

NORFOLK/ Suffolk Wc properties 
quality a keen pricaa. No charge 
for pets. Coast A Country Holi- 
days. Ol 853 604480 Fax 60468S 

NORFOLK Country Cottages. Qual- 
ity choice at over too holiday 
properties. Sip 2-10 Tel 01683 
671872 



Hand-pictcd nvrapt 

rfaroughrsu NorfctL 

Coastal and couniiytide. 
Free colour lucxiurre. 


Phone 01502 502 603 
Quote OS29 


to mention^ 
The Independent 
vj-.when replying i’; 
\to adverts 


BRECON BEACONS 
HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

Otar 100 self ouriM cottages in 
Breton Beetoas/B«k Mountains 
Hatianol Ftst Soma riaM up 
to 30. Worry tea Aon £250 per 
eeeihigfc 



A •superb selection ot quality 
character cottages in the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park. All properties furnished 
lo the highest standards 
Phone now lor fas odour brochure 

01239-881397 Q "”' 


BARGAIN BREAKS GOWER. Wyl- 
ie I7C farmhouse eremite D6&B 
only £21. Log fires Jlc ber.0t28S 
585640 

ANGLESEY: SNOWDONIA, Ltoyn. 
Menal HoBday Cottages tor 2-20. 
Brochure 81 248 717135 

WALES Specialists. Choose from 
over 371) cotfages. 01455 852506 
(UC203) 

N. WALES 1.000 cottages etc. 
Mann’s. Shaw's, Snowdonia 
tburleL 017S8 701 702. 

SNOWDONIA CoasOne Ueyn | 
penbtsufa- Coast and country cot- 
tages S farmhouses. Netyn hoB- 
days 01 756 720674 


Slop cofleaing brochures... 

Start eo&rtr nt maan r ia 
450 luxury cottages voted 
“Best in Wales" with a 
welcome as warm as 
the! 

Coastal Cottages' 
of Pembrokeshire' 


Tel: 01437 765755 


W ALI; S 


ZT/re test eft 
se/f -catering 

555 (polity cocogB and 
bnnhets** throughout YWts 


O I 686 6252(57 


UK Travel 
Advertising 
also appears on 
page 7. 


West Country 


freedom 

Cornwall 

CcAogw, lodges, iamhoum 
- Ideal (or tomlra & coupim 

BLAKES COTTAGES 

Gkamtd 


HELPFUL H0UDAYS 

for west Country 
self-catering. 

Huge rerloy rS ana 450 
conages. IKMBC3. even a ton. 
AD tnvtdty described & aer nued 
Colour brochure 

01647 433535 

wrawwfarap*cpiA)lw9M,Merti|>» 


CREAM OF COTTAGES superti 
choice ol 200 cottages through- 
out the West Country, fr C1Q3 per 
wk. ati Inspected - 20% ott writer 
hols - 106 page colour brochure 
(01305)268666 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


Country Cottages 
in Scotland 

Exceptional holiday 
properties in the most 
beautiful areas of Scotland. 
FREE 88 PAGE BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 851133 

Quote SW214 (24 Hrs) 



# SCOTLAND atvA 
BORDERS - 


Superb seif 
... catering holiday 

Jllfc rural & coastal 

iilliIi|>, iocations - 

mptss, 




| £*ELF CATERING 

OCOTLAND 

1* CONSULT THE EXPERTS* 
[Over 2,000 self-catering 
properties in ail areas 
bom luxury bouses to 
\ croft cottages. 


Is the 

YMsblm Dales, YbiiL Coast, 
Moors, Pea* & Late District 
Omansqgpstf-otote angel Wito 
DrptnelgroiirUyaBDaiarilitittflL 

« (01756) 700872 

V HcfldayCtffigesYtashireUd. 
\ tefarSWML" 
V-Nortii'tortshb 



Edinburgh EH2 2JR 

selection 

of great value self catering 
cottages, houses and 
lodges by the sea in beautiful 
Dumfries & Galloway. 

F0LL COUMHl BROQftBtE 

G. M. THOMOh & CO. 

2.' &rg 9aA Casle Daria. DG7 1AB 

W:W556S5Maf^ftSt5BOT 




DALES BEAUTIFUL RBINOVATH3 
Slone Bams, Sleep 4 id 17. pete 
vretasm. brochure 0600854308. 

YORK OVER 30% oft 2 star 
Haworth Court HoteL Car park- 
ing. BTOch. W: 01904 425166 

SUPERB cottages. Yorks Dales, 
Northumbria, Lakes, Peaks. 
Sykes Cottages 01244 345700. 
w*w:jy h ) cf M J*/*yfc g£ 

NORTH YORK moors Nat Park over 
160 hofiday cotta, bi Robin Hoods 
Bay, Whitby £ Scarborough. 
01723376777 


THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 



SCOTLAND'S WELCOME Co!-! 
(ages. 1998 colour broefeve. 
Phone now II 01756 702213 
EDINBURGH CENTRAL FLAT 4 

bM rieepa B, 2 brihe, Brianwig 

pool & private parking, gym 4 
sauna. W/and Friday- Monday 
£345, too some weeks avaSabte. 
01668215314. 

DISCOVER SCOTLAND. DeA^tfU . 
vie cottages ra Beeches, Lochs & 
Moumafaa Pete welcome. 01386 
653556 

SCOTLAND SpecfanstB. Choose < 
hom over 550 coungee. 01456 
BS2505 (LNC201) 1 


Shropshire 


CHURCH STHETTON. Pretty COB. 
Sleeps 3. Unsutt. pels or babtaa. 
■From Hay. Fr. T1B0. D18BQ 
723151 

ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Gaor- 
Sion country house expariance. 
near Ludtow.DB&B for 3 rrls from 
CHXCotour Broch; 01554 823209 


For a unique 
range of real holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 

For a FREE copy of the 
AITO Directory listing all member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 
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10/GARDENING 


Grow your own 
satisfaction 


Who needs flowers when you could have great 
swirling leaves of cabbage instead? Anna Povord digs 
for victory in Che vegetable garden. 


It being the time of year when hope springs eternal, I have 
been swamped by intricate details of the new.diets that friends 
have embarked on. Fat-free, su^r-free, daiiy-product-free, 
additive free, genetically modified-free, red-meat-free: I’ve 
nodded my way through accounts of most possible permu- 
tations, -sustaining myself the while with my current passion 
- dark-chocolate-covered ginger biscuits. The one great phis 
of all this denial is that although friends will still drop in for 
coffee (de-caff, no milk, no sugar) there are many more bis- 
cuits for ME. 

There's never been more fuss about the food we put into 
our mouths, whether the fidgeting is self-induced, or imposed 
by an extraordinarily jittery government, yet more cases of 
food poisoning are reported than ever before. And running 
parallel with these misgivings about food is a positively epi- 
curean embracing of it Food is theatre. Food is television. 
Chefs are film stars, restaurants are performances. Fbod gob- 
bles up more prim each weekend than is ever devoted to art 
or muse. 

One thing about the foodfest puzzles me. Given that we 
all worry (rightly) about what may or may not have been 
sprayed on the fruit and vegetables we buy, given that we all 
know that no amount of slaving over a hot stove is going to 
turn cotton-wool tomatoes into a gourmet's dream, why don’t 
more of us grow at least some of our own fbod? 

The advantages - taste, peace of mind - are obvious. There 
are also more subtle benefits: self-sufficiency and the knowl- 
edge that at least a few bits of what you eat have not been 
driven hundreds of gas-guzzling miles before they hit your 
plate. I'm more interested in the perceived disadvantages, 
though. I am not trying to sell gardening here. Fm taking for 
granted the fact that anyone reading this is likely to be in- 
terested in growing something. But why do so many people 
grow flowers, while so few grow fruit and vegetables? 

Lack of space. That’s a good way to shut me up when I'm 
in crusading mode. But is it true? Anyone who gardens at 
all must have at least a windowsill or a window box or a bal- 
cony, even if they don’t have a patch of proper ground-lev- 
el earth. Basil grows better on a windowsill than anywhere 
else you can put it Frilly lettuces thrive in window bases. Tbma- 
toes flourish on balconies, provided they get some sun. Cor- 
don apple trees will live for years in pots, provided they are 
fed and watered If so many millions can commit to their cats, 
why does commitment to an apple tree seem such a terrify- 
ing proposition? 

And then there are allotments. They were set up pre- 
cisely to cater for those who had no gardens of their own 
and their demise is one of the saddest indications of our 
present priorities. Sites that were once on the fringes of towns 
and cities are now prime development targets. Plot hold- 
ers at the Hazel Grove allotments in Stockport have long 
been fighting a rearguard action against Tfesco, which wants 
to turf them off their patches to build a superstore. There’s 
an irony. 

Lade of time. Fm not sure about that response either. If 
you like to potter round among plants anyway, pottering 
around a courgette plant is not going to absorb any more of 
your valuable free moments than sustaining a sunflower. If 
time were really a factor in the way we garden, none of us 
would have lawns. They are more time-consuming and less 
rewarding than anything else in the- garden. 

Lack of experience. But that’s no bar to gaining experi- 
ence. Gardening, like playing football, is one of those things 
that you have to do to get the knack of it Things happen that 
you don't understand, so then you turn to friends or books 


to find out where you are going 
wrong. The New Kitchen Carden 
(Darling Kindersley, £16.99) was 
written (by me, so this is a shame- 
M piece of self-puWiriiy) entirely with 
new gardeners in mind. If you c^ n 
grow roses, you should be able to get your 
head round radicchio. 

Lack of interest This is the insoluble 
one. But it’s a free world (just) and gar- 
dening is an important expression of 
that freedom. Td certainly fight to the 
death any law that said people had 
to grow vegetables and fruit I'm 
just surprised that more don't ' 
want to. I am happier tinkering 
with our fruit and veg than with V 
anything else in our garden (ex- i.' 
cept tulips, of course). I like the r'; 
order. I like the profusion. I like the 
underlying sense of usefulness. And 
the beauty. 

So if this is lo be the year when you 
start to grow some of your own food, what 
should you choose to grow? The things you 
best like to eat, is the obvious answer, but 
you have to balance that against oth- 
er considerations. Some crops tie 
up space for longer than others. 

Some are easier to succeed with 
than others. 

Amongst herbs, basil is a 
front-runner. If you need it. 
you need it in handfuls. It is 
easy from seed and grows 
happily on sunny windowsills, 
each plant in a 3-in pot of 
compost Outside, both rose- 
mary and sage grow well in pots. 

Being Mediterraneans, they are 
used to drying winds and lack of 
rain. They’ll take the exposure of a 
third-floor balcony. Parsley is not 
so easy. The seed is slow to 
germinate and the plants, 
with their long, carroty tap 
roots, hate to be trans- 
planted. It is best sown in 
the opes ground, per- 
haps as an edging to a 
bed of annuals. 

Amongst fruit and 
vegetables, tomatoes 
come top of the list They 
are as easy in pots and 
Growbags as they are in the 
open ground or a green- 
house. In Growbags, low- 
growing bush tomatoes are 
easier to manage than tall cordon 
types. Courgettes grow well in Grow- 
bags, too, the yellow-fruited kinds slight- 
ly more decorative than the green kinds. Hy ‘Gold Rush’ 
(Marshalls, £1.23) or the round-fruited Tbndo di Nizza’ (Suf- 
folk Herbs, 80p). Garlic is simple to grow, though it's better 
planted in autumn than in spring. Shallots would be an al- 
ternative. Climbing beans of all kinds are easy and excellent, 
if you can contrive a support for them. They are outrageously 
expensive in supermarkets, so with the money you have saved 
on your home-grown ones, you can splurge on some extra- 
good Australian wine to go with them. 



Get vegetable seeds and plants from The Or- 
ganic Gardening Catalogue, River Dene Estate, 
Molesey Road, Hersham, Surrey KTI2 4RG 
( 01932 253666) - collections of cooking herbs or sal- 
adings, £10.99 fora dozen mixed plants; DT Brown and 
Co, Station Road, Poution-k-Fylde, Lancashire FY6 7HX 
(01253 882371) - organically produced seed of 26 varieties 
of herbs and vegetables, including climbing and dwarf beans, 
endive and tomato; SE Marshall & Co, Wisbech, Cam- 
bridgeshire PE13 2RF (01945 466711) -a wide range of veg- 
etable and herb starter plants, dill, chives, marjoram, leeks, 
lettuce, tomatoes; Suffolk Herbs, Monks Farm, Coggeshall Rd, 
Kelvedon, Essex C05 9PG (01376 572456) - an astonishing 
range of vegetables, especially Italian varieties and seeds for 
sprouting. 


CU TTINGS 

BuBding up in commercial 
nurseries all over the country 
are stocks of the plants that 

will zap us in the garden^ 

centres this Easter. This 
year’s novelties include 
a new choisya 
(Mexican orange 
blossom) called 
‘Walberton 
Moonshine’. 
Allchoisyas 
have 

handsome, 
glossy 
evergreen 
foliage and 
sweetly 
scented 
flowers in 
April and 
May. But 
breeders promise 
that this new 
introduction has bigger, 
better flowers and 
glossier foliage than 
existing varieties. 

Judge for yourself 
when it hits the 
market in April Also 
new this year will be 

the hebe ’Spring 
0101/, which 

produces its dark- 
purple flower spikes in 
- April and May, rather 
than the more usual 
June and July. 

The National Council for 
the Conservation of Plants and 
Gardens has brought out a 
new guide to 600 plant 
collections all over the 
country. If you love hellebores, 
bead for Hampshire where the 
local NCCPG group has 40 
species and 69 cultivars 
scattered through the gardens 
of local NCCPG members. 

The collection is open by 
appointment from mid- 
February to the end of March, 
admission £1.50 (contact John 
Wood, on 01794 884306). If 
primroses are your thing, go to 
Ashby de la Zouch. in 
Leicestershire, where Mrs 
Jackson has 80 different kinds. 
Admission £1 (open by 
appointment, 01530 412606). 
In Yorkshire, Mrs Shaw has a 
primrose collection too, at Tkn 
Cottage, West Lane, 

Cononley, near Keighley 
(01535 632030). It is open by 
appointment onfy, admission 
£1. For a copy of the directory, 
send £3-50 (plus 50p for 
postage and packing) to the 
NCCPG, The Pines, RHS 
Garden, WisUy, Woking, 
Surrey GU23 6QP (01483 
211465). 


The Garden History 

Society's Winter Lecture - , 

series starts on 4 February - . 

whenEelcoEtongadescnbK 
one of The Netheriands most 
important gardens, Het LojV-. 
near Apeldoom. It was laid ■ 
out for William and hfoay m - -' 
the late 17th century by the 
Huguenot designer Daniel 
Marat, who had fled from. . 
persecution in France to The . 
Netherlands. 

He quickly found bis feet, 
for in 1686, onfy a year after 

his arrival, he was employed 

by William and Mary to bring 
a touch of French glamour to 
the Dutch. court He tackled 
ar chit ecture, interior design 
and the garden, making all 
with verve. His work at 

Het Loo was considered at 

the time to be the last word in 
modernity and style. It was 
the most lavish garden ever to - 
have been seen in The - 

Netherlands and visitors 

gasped, especially at the 
cascades and fountains — more 
than 50 of them. The lectures 
continue every . Wednesday 
until 18 March, and include 
talks by the garden designer 
Arabella Lennox- Boy cl and . 
Philijp White, director of the 
Hester combe garden project 
AU the lectures take place at 
the Scientific Societies 
Lecture Theatre, New . 
Burlington Place, London 
Wl, at 6pm. Tickets (£7 each) 
from the GHS, 77 Cowcross - 
Street, London EC1M 6BP 
(0171-608 2409). 

Work in the garden In 
January is entirely at the 
mercy of the weather. If the 
ground is waterlogged (as ours 
is) it is better to stay off it 
until it dries out. But ! 
gardeners on fast-draining sofl 
may be able to get out and stir 
up the earth round their bulbs. 
Aconites and snowdrops are 
well above ground and, as a 
treat, can be fed with a • 
scattering of Growmore or 
bonemeaL Roses can also be 
pruned and tied in. All the old 
rules that used to govern rose- 
pruning as tightly as a Masonic 
convention seem to have gone 
by the board, but there is a 
useful general rule: the weaker 
the growth, the stronger {he - 
pnming. lt seems the wrong 
way round, but cutting a sickly 
rose hard back is the best way . 
to wake it up. If, that is, it is 
ever going to wake up at a£L 
It didn’t work with my 
‘Agnes’ rose. 

Anna Povord 


r. 
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TELi 0171 293 2222 


GARDENING 


FAX; 0171 293 2505 


BLOOMS o/ Bressingham 

Herbaceous Border Collection 

15 plants for just £14.95 

Enjoy effortless colour in your gnden with our superb Herbaceous Border 
CoDection. The mainstay of any garden, these perennials air exccHtEt for pro- 
viding good ground cow« whilst also providing a stunning display of vivid 
colour year after yean They are easy to maintain and wiE flower and increase in 
size each yeatThey can be Bfbed and divided every two to three yean co 
increase stock. Our collection comprises 15 plants: Aqmtegia McKana Gt 
Hybrids - a popular cottage foxden plane with a dainty fern-Hke green leaves 
and masses of znulti-cukMired nontax in late spring and <ady summer. Reaches 
6 1-9 lem in height. C am p an ula Carpatksi CEps - blue Bowers, reaches 20cm 
in height Delphinium Pacific Greats - re a c hes 2m in height, mixed criooc. 
Doromcom Cancasknm - one of (he first perennials to flower, giving a 
bright flash of yrikiw daisy-shaped flowers, reaches 46-61an in height. 
GaUbxdia Goblin - red and yellow blooms which reach a height of 35cm. 
Papaver Pizaacato - red, orange and scadet poppies, reach a height of 50cm. 
Saponaria Ocymoides - rose coloured, readies 15-20cm in height. 

Ej'lilti^c a Purpurea BH - reaches 1 metre in height, rose and pink GoiouxecL 
KniphoBa BH - ted coloured, teaches 1 metre in height. Lapin Gallery - also 
reaches 1 metre in heigh t. in mixed colours, ’Vferonica Shirley Bine - indigo 
spikes which reach up do 50cm in height- Astilbe Aeendsu - mfc-d colours, 
reaches 70cm in height. Anemone PulnflOa Rnbra - grows co 15cm, red 
coloured. Gypsoptnla Repots ’White - semi-evergreen with spays of white 
flowers, grows co 15cm_ Ptnstamon Hartwegji 

Sensation - grows to 75cm in height in a mixture of 
white pink, red and rose. 

The plants will arrive in 9cm pots, ready for 
nmspbnring straight into your 
garden, following our byour 
plan and hoxticuinaal 
■ instructions prwided- 
Dcspatch wi be throughout 
February and March. 

AO curias will be adcDowl- 

| Offer subject to ttcrihbairy ^ged. 



GXARA.Vm 


• Wauidert«ouccmrttrT^ 
Qudtycnd vatelyby offering twelve 
mcnffB axstrrtee cn cl ox plants. 

• Price hdidesdeArary. 

• >buccnrekjnwilhn IdcbysfcrafiJ 

rehfxJaigptacementr 
scriMed 



ES3S 01245 326004 


\2A hour credit card order service 


Hwbacaoui Border Oder, Booms of 

Bma^xxn, Mol Older, A*nc*965 
OteBtogHcni), Dtes. Nor** P222BR.J 
Ivtedehet to cfl addresses h ihe UKJ 
■ Northern tetand. Offer ir 


t Please send me: Herbaceous Border Cdlectkx'Ks) @ £14.% each, * 

I inducing deBvery. I 

j Name: 


Address:. 


I 

I 

I I enclose erased cheque/ixsta order (add^ 

| Cord No: j~ [ | 


.Postcode: , 


.mode 


□ 


Expiry Dote: 


I Orders to: HERBACEOUS OFFER. BLOOMS OF BRESSWGHAM. Mail Order. 

I ftdm qfi 965 (B ressingharrO. Piss. Norfolk, IP22 2BR. 

ItanortaBlnglnii IM OMwa a dMtn a< DKMwt WL <>a iwmAi to nosM h*M a«n 

|ltBmcensMrtorei»w^W(WcXi^UApitawtfektm [H 

oara. ate w min 
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GARDEN WATCHER 

KEEPS CATS OPT 

Award Winning Ultrasonic 
Cat Deference System 

by STOCK NUTRITION 
STATION ROAD, YAXHAM, 
NORFOLK, NR191KD 

01362 694957 



HABDY FUCHSIAS 

A collection of 70 
individually named 
varieties. 

Suitable for varied uses 
such as patio pots and 
flower borders. 

^Frib^Jay £11 inc pip* 

PERSHORE 
PLANT RAISERS 

Pensham, Pershore, 
Worcestershire WRIO 3HB 

01386554672 


TODAY’S GARDENING OFFER 


PROFESSIONAL 

Tree Pinner 
Outfit 

Today’s offer is Invaluable for 
gwdsrwra wanting to cut ms surgary 
costa. Eftprttessiy operated train (he 
safety Of the ground w*h 8 smooth 
pulley lever movement Dus robust top 
gua% Teflon coeied steel pnmer rees 
a superior bypass action to cui cleanly 
through branches yp to 1'ttfHc 
The perfectly angled 14* aw removes 
thicker, toudiar five or deed wood u 
easfly as a knte sWng through butler. 

The outfit damps securely on lo study 
Bghtwekjhl akmirriuni poles. straffed 
in three 4ft rations. Use eiher 4S. 8ft 
or 121 length and (Main a maximum 
reach o< ffflt {5.5 metres) tadudntQ 
your own bright 

The outfit packs to 4ft for compact 
storage. With the inclusion at a free 
guide to prating. Today’s 
Offer is an excellent 1 
reliable aerate an 
pkg+cerr. 

Also avatebte FRUIT PICKER HEAD. 

Has 3 soft padded Ungers' that gently 
and securely ptek even topmost Iren. 

Screws to poles CL95 extra. 

Orders despatched promptly. If not 
fufly satisfied, please return within 14 
days for a fol refund. 

or Post i 

Gardening !_ . 

JUSTOOlS* (Dept HP4) 

88 Station Rd, Burton Latimer, 

Pk^RTHANTS NN155JW 

Pfsasesendnre D PROFESSIONAL PRUN3VSAW OUTFIT & FREE PRUNING GuffJE 
□FRUIT PICKER HEAD 

I endose Choque/ROs fix E payable to JusTods* Oder 

or debit my MASTERCARD or VISA card. 

Number 

Signature. 

Name . 


+ £195 



I 
I 

| Address, 
I 


. Expiry Date , 


.Postcode. 


J*TK><S» Offer JDept HP4), 88 Staton RA Butco Urfmet Northerns NN15 &AV 

IhM lot «■*[». Ml MOM 




Seed Catalogue 

With over 2000 Bower and 

vegetable varieties, including 
many new and erdosm tens 
fcrimdwThnnpeaiand 

Mca^ Bi Seed CtaVjy tett the 
most CDmjftehennve guide 
to ggidoimg.' 
Avatabfenow! 


e ITlfHnps(«i 

#Watgari 

TBMNQN & MonUN (IflQ Lm 
telDWAftruaLM* 
bsMKH IFB3BU. 

To; DM73 flmn Fax DH73 603199 




SUSSEX 
TRUG 
BASKETS 

Traditionally crafted 
from Willow and 
Sweet CbestEui. 
Prices from £1150-£45.00 
eg No 5 (18 M xlO") 
£24.00 Plus £4.50 p&p 
Send S.A.L for details. 

THETRUGGERY' 

(PG), Coopers Croft, 
Herstmoacenx, 

East Sussex BN27 1QL 

Tel. Fax. 

W323 832314 





^U^ARDENS™®SE4g 



PERGOLAS.BOWERS, 
GAZEBOS & WALKWAYS 


NEW 

1998 

CATALOGUE 

Send NOW for your FREE 
copy featuring Agriframes 
structures plus hundreds 
of the best gardening 
products and ideas. 


i To: Agriframes Ltd., Brochure 4805, Chartwoods Road. 
> East Grinstead, Sussex RHig 2HP 

i Name ■ 

'Address - 



SCREENS AND 
PANELS 


-Postcode. 


miM bet tn « IBU * mK M* IB r 



] nraatw tea j m urt Mwwto D • — * I 

« 01342 310000 (24 HRS) FAX: 01342 310099 I 

— — 



TURTLE DIR T TRAPPER MATS 

A! butt - as seen at 
Garden end Ftpwer 
Shorn nationwide - die 
door mat that really 
workal No muddy 
footprint* or pewmerk* 
on clean floors and 
carpets! 

Turtle Dirt 'Dapper door 
mats stop dirt st ths door 
of boms, conservatory or 
car wBh absorbent canon 

pile removing tost, dry and even greasy dW bom shoes and 
paws. WWt non-skp max tracking, drey are tufty mBchfna- 

Bta% Qrrm, aUofcWTiiM, DwVGrtT. EM 

-re x B0 cm ClTae, -w « TOO em DUS, J7S • no on (4MS 
PtamOJOPtPptrmL 

l«wi Mam* «ftgtpo»Mtairerbidiinn re u»mcam«K. w .p w mig 
Mrisgtgen one prim}. 

huiu TUrtfe Mat Co- 92a Kings Road, Kingston, Sonsy KT26HT 

SATB ® 7 Tel: 0181 296 0366 
Fax: 0181 296 0360 


FINCH CONSERVATORIES LTD 

AWWT Holding PIC Go 

ENJOY ALL YEAR COMFORT AND SUN IN 

A FINCH CONSERVATORY 

DESIGNED TO SUn YOUR HOME OR POOL 
ANDBUDGETI 

Experienced staff cover the UK 
No Obligation FREE Survey 
Interest Free Loans " 

Freephone tor brochure and Free Advice NOW! 

0800 378168 or 

FINCH, FREEPOST, SHEFFIELD S20 3GZ 
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Bird in the 
hand: Henry 
Robinson and 
his peregrine 
falcon. Shadow, 
on hunt. 
Shadow is 
trained to 
circle above 
her human 
partner until 
game is flushed 
out for her 

Photographs: 
Christopher Jones 



The falcon made a thrilling 
sight, but the speed with which 
she hurtled about the sky was 
terrifying. One moment she was 
circling overhead; the next she 
was half a mile away, a speck in 
the distance. The chances of her 
ever coming back seemed 
remote. 


Shadow’s weight is critical. If die gets too 
thin, she becomes susceptible to disease, 
and if she is loo fat, she will not bother 
to hunt, but may well fly off and sit for 
hours in a tree, ignoring overtures from 
below. Careful feeding (with raw meat) 
is thus essential On the day I met her 
she was lipping the scales at 21b loz, half 
an ounce above her ideal hunting trim; 
nevertheless, she performed with con- 
siderable panache, and led us a merry 
dance over the rolling Hfllc north of 
Cirencester. 

Shadow is a three-year-old pere- 
grine falcon, the pride and joy of Hen- 
rv Robinson, an agreeably eccentric 
landowner who farms on the CotSwolds. 


DUFF 

HART- DAVIS 


He gave her Lhe name because of her 
colouring, but his children assumed he 
had borrowed it from the combatant in 
Gladiators, and when he asked “What's 
Gladiators ?” they fell about. 

Like all the hawks being flown in 
Britain today, she was bred in captivity; 
but she has turned out ‘‘quite a tough 
character", and this Hemy ascribes to the 
fact that she was “hacked” - taken from 
her parents as a fledgeling, and put out 
with others on a hack board, or artificial 
nest. In the country. 

There, in a secluded spot, she grew 
up without sight of humans. Food arrived 
daily, posted down a tube from a hide, 
and the young hawks made their initial 
flights, but always returned to the nest. 
After a month, when they were flying 
strongly and learning to kill, they were 
caught up and brought back to base for 
training. 

How do you train a hawk? “With 
food," said Hemy. “Everything’s done 
with food. That's how you establish a 
bond You can't punish a hawk. The only 
concept it understands is that of reward" 

The essential trick it must learn is to 
"wait on" - to circle above its human 
partner, so that if he or bis dog flush- 
es game, it can use gravity to acceler- 
ate downwards in pursuit. By carrying 
a lure such as a dead rabbit or pheas- 
ant.' and throwing it up when the hawk 


is satisfactorily overhead the human be- 
ing can gradually teach the bird that it 
gets a reward for waiting on in the right 
place. 

Hemy, now in bis mid-forties, was 
smitten by the falconry bug when still at 
schooL Then at Worcester College, Ox- 
ford, he kept a Harris hawk -“like a faster 
buzzard" - which he used to fly at 
moorhens up and down the banks of the 
CberwelL 

After sundry reminiscences - in- 
cluding one about an earlier peregrine, 
which disappeared on a southerly wind 
and turned up three years later near 
Glasgow -we set off to try our luck. With 
a leather hood over her head Shadow 
sat quietly on a perch in the back of the 
Land Rover. The bells attached to the 
leather jesses on her legs Linkled as we 
went over bumps, and Henry warned me 
that, if we got a stoop, she “might go a 
bit ballistic”. 

On a headland above a deep valley he 
brought the falcon out cm to his gloved wrist 
and removed her hood revealing mag- 
nificent eyes, huge and dark. Then he 
slipped her jesses and away she went, 
sweeping up into the wind 

Henry’s spaniel had started working 
down a rough spinney ahead of him. Sud- 
denly partridges called Then two got up. 
Hemy bounded forward leaping over tus- 
socks, yelling. “Hi! Hi! Hi!" and various 
unprintable objurgations. Like a jet- 
propelled arrowhead Shadow appeared 
from nowhere. Down she swung in a vi- 
cious dive. She overtook one partridge 
as if it had been stationary, missed it by 
inches when it made a desperate left turn, 
swung up again and v anish ed over a wood 
on the far side of the valley. 

Undismayed Henry headed back to- 
wards the Land Rover for his telemetry 
kit, to make contact with the radio 
transmitter which Shadow carries on one 
leg. But before we reached the vehicle 
we heard the glad sound of bells, and in 
she swept, to make a few lazy passes all 
round us and land on the dead pheasant 
which he threw up &s a lure. 

In the afternoon another flight was en- 
livened by tbe arrival of the Cotswold Hunt. 
Henry was already yelling and bounding 
when hounds came pouring through a 
covert. Seconds later the air was full of 
pheasants speeding in all directions, and 
after another near miss in our view. Shad- 
ow flashed away over a conifer wood, to 
disappear again. 

With that many targets airborne, it 
seemed highly probable that she had 
killed something; and sure enough, her 
radio signal led us deep into the wood, 
where we found her on the ground, eat- 
ing a hen pheasant which she had token 
out of Lhe air. 

Coming home. I felt 1 had caught a 
glimpse of another world. For a few min- 
utes I had witnessed the survival of one 
of mankind's most ancient skills, and un- 
derstood the thrill of hunting in loose 
partnership wiLh one of the wildest and 
most beautiful creatures on earth. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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CLASSIFIED: INDEPENDENT TRADERS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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QnrfwtxxJs Raid East GnosuadWai Sussex RHI9 2HL 

FOR FREE BROCHURE Na 135 CALL 01342 310033 (24 HOURS) 

' — ~ Advertisement ” 

Stairiifts Survive Storm 


Infinitely adaptable 
home storage and 
shelving systems. 
Floor standing or 
wall mounted. 
Versatile, practical 
and expandable. 
Direct from the 
factory prices. 
Choice of finishes 
including natural 
beech veneers. 
Deftrered in days. 


As storms roared across the country this 
Christmas leaving pylons in their wake, 
thousands of homes were hit by power cuts. 
For hundreds of elderly and disabled stairfift 
users this meant that as wed as being without 
power supply they were also imprisoned 
downstairs as their stairiifts were inoperable 
untif the supply could be restored winch, for 
some people, meant days rather than hours, 
that Is apart from people Bke Margaret Morris of 

We were so anxious and worried about keeping 
warm and hunting out candles we hadn t given 
a thought about me stalrifft until bedtime when 
my husband said, I’d better get some bedding 
torn, you'll have to steep down here Jove - 
■Whyr' I said, "Because die stairSft wonl work 
w« it* *0h no* I repBed, the thought of 
steeping on the sofa wtth the wind rattling the 
windows almost had me in tears, then I 
remembered what the surveyor from Acorn 


said whan we chose the lift - ‘it will even wort 
during power cuts", so I sat on the lift and gave 
it a-try, I pressed the simple Joystick control and 
to my amazement the lift glided upstairs in the 
usual smooth way. Thank heavens" my 
husband said - "No. thank Acorn!" 

Chris Roper. Sales Director from Acorn sard 
“We designed this lift to operate with D.L power 
for this very reason. Obviously if our customers 
rely on the lift to get upstairs every day. that 
reliability is even more important during 
distressing times like this. Most other stairiifts 
grind to a halt during power Mure sometimes 
leaving you stranded half way upstairs so 
anyone considering acquiring a stairiiff will be 
pleased to hear that these are the only stairiifts 
Acorn manufacture and install - one day all 
stairiifts win be built this way". 

For more information on Acorn Stairiifts contact 
0800 19 19 19. 


CUTLERY RE- 
SILVERPLATING 
SERVICE 

VKffl make your worn cuttety as 
goad as new. Single items 
upwards. Also teapots, trays, 
dshea, etc. Very reasonable 
prices. Repave undertaken. 
Nationwide service. 

Full details tram: 
C.R-S- Butts Cottage, 
Wisborough Green, 
Sussex 
RH14 OBN 
or phone: 
01403 700424 


House & Home 


Stairlift Rentals 


Call us now on freefone 

0800 19 19 19 

For a free no obligation quote. 

■ Direct from the manufacturer. jr 

• Next day installation available 

nationwide A 

m tern or buy grK j/l j 

• New or tt t? . jr\ j | 

reconditioned. s 4 L>*«. . M i Imsm 



GIVE YODR LIFE A LIFT® 


LOWER PRICES THAN THE 

JANUARY SALES 


the finest hallmarked 

Solid Silver Cutlery 

44 piece set for six people from 

£1250 

15 SUPERB DESIGNS 

[ Our cutlery can be bought as single 
pieces, in place sets or larger sets 


United Cutlers 

Petrr Strrrt. Sheffield S4 SLL 


Fora free copy' of our brochure 
Tel 0114 243 3984 - Fax 0114 243 7128 . 

vvww.unicuLco.uk f 
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Unusual Gifts 


Collecting 



UlkM FUP 1 FOCUS" WrtMl 
rnegn lying Ihw kmny dp to fe- 
ll an* ol wmul ipcaxtK « 
bunpbua men beccebl 
The* pamiful opOcml quality lauac 
nmg INSTANT ENLARGEUEHT tot 
OC4C1C- lundt-tise vert WITHOUT 
ehangitj gUssn HJP-OOWN kj 
B iiaigF FUMA> tor norma! isdi 
U nde ,nfn » warns 1 
Use lot nobby aorb, model nuking, 
■ttna cobanung. ondiiry A nap 
rnadng. ttnrmg. etc Suw**3 «*n 
prauctnr Raid 

save a ■ ; jate 

tlSJH ndxr&p 


snmmsf 

SLXSI AI ' \ € 

a m r £r i 


01635 362100 ■ 



ROSIE NIEPER T-SHIRTS 


Off- piste cat by 
Whistling Fish® 
Size XL. El 6.99 
White 100:;: cotton 




WRITE OR PHO NE 
QUOTING Mtk&M 
FOR FREE CATALOGUE' 

• WITH LOTS MORE 

DESIGNS P&P £1.95 per order. 

12 MUNSTER RD. TEDDINGTON. MIDDX, TWi 1 91L 


0181-255-9926 24hrs 



GENUINE 
BIRTHDAY | 

NEWSPAPERS 

te BESFBESEEES Rjj 


No additives or prcsovaljvea, 
pesticide hire hop*. 

ORDER now for Unique Gift 
t*330nil Bottles £ft.95 
(lit presentation peck) 

UK 72hr service £4.95 
LuffUm Brnony 
01505 *50267 



0181 688 6323 

f Of call FK££ 0500 520 000 




RAINBOW FLOWERS 


% POST from 

GUERNSEY 

for Birthdays, Thank Yous 
and Anniversaries 


CARNATIONS MIXED COLOURS MIXED BOUQUET MIXED COLOURS 

CIO 10 Luxury £10.60 SM 10 Luxury Carnations & ■ 

CI8 18 Luxury £14.00 16 Luxury Freesiss £14.96 

C24 24 Luxury £1685 


FREESIAS LM 15 Luxury Carnations & 

F20 20 Posy £1(195 25 Luxury Freesias £18.95 

FL20 20 Luxury £1195 LUXURY SEASONAL BOUQUETS 

FL30 30 Luxury £1495 MS Medium £U96 

FL50 50 Luxury £17.95 LS Large £ 17,95 

PLEASE ADD £1 FOR DECORATIVE RIBBON AND BOW. ADD £5 FOR 
EXPRESS AIRMAIL FOR EUROPE, CANADA AND USA (CARNATIONS ONLY) 


TO ORDER 


01481 723513 


All our flamrs are carafaDy selected and wrapped in cellopl 
fern, year menage, flower food and vase We izwtruetlona. Da 
Man and umaDy take* 24 to 48 hoars 


e then peeked with 
erj ii fay First Class 


| Message - 

I Sender 

I Address 

I M: - -Arrival Date 

1 Please make cheques payable to: RAINBOW FLOWERS PO BOX 540 

ST PETER PORT. GUERNSEY GY16HG ’ 
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On the trail of cavaliers and spooks 
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MAKING 



Rich country: whtaing 

through the CotswoWs at 




_> rw 1 - 
. stf-S — » NwA 

'iW' » . j 


TRACKS 


'i W * ' ■.i ft 'i d tf**’ 


Y*’ *.***#*** ** 


Secret forests, flooded rivers and 
Civil War ghosts on a train ride 
across middle England: Matthew 
Bnxe continues his series on great 
short railway journeys. 



A delayed train can be a blessing. It offers 
you views that would normally whizz by at 
lOOmpb and lets you pander the world out- 
side your window. Travelling on Thames 
Trains this week, I became quite an expe- 
rienced ponderer. 

We had a signal failure, a defective 
freight train and a mandatory 5mph speed 
limi t imposed without warning before I 
stopped listening to the announcements. 
So as we sat outside the well-to-do Ox- 
fordshire village of Charlbuzy, 1 watched 
the cows and remarked to myself bow grace- 
fully they walked, not at aD in the fat, clum- 
sy way people often describe. 

And I watched the village. Charibury 
is typical of the Cotswolds: all honey- 
coloured stone and friendly postmen. Be- 
ing on the main line to Oxford and 
London Paddington, it has kept its high 
house prices and its well-off clientele. 
Country folk can pop up to town for work 
or the theatre, then retreat from the pol- 
lution to their rural boltholes. 

North from the station, the line follows 
the River Evenlode to Moreton-in-Marsh, 
just over the border in Gloucestershire. The 
. wet winter had fattened the river, which had 
burst its banks, spectacularly in places. It 
is not the widest of rivers - in fact it is more 
of a brook - so it could be excused for over- 
flowing. Perhaps it got bored with its 
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Tfew where the Lord Viscount fafldand -; ^'" 
hath a faire howse, thence that mght to ; 
Moreton Hemnarsh where his Majestie ^ 

lav." « ^ 

^His Majestie lay at the White HaitRoy- J . . 

al Inn on High Street, or the Fosse Why to ^ 
give it its grander title, that runs Qwu& g [ 
the middle of the town. The inn staff . : 

have been impressed with their visitor, he ^ . 
cause they named the bar after him, Tht*^. 
Cavalier. Tbday, they say you can st in fron | - ' 
of the bar’s huge fireplace and sip mine 
strone soup with Royalist ghosts. • t 
In two weeks’ time (on Saturday, 7 Feo 
mary) there is a guided walk from More ; •. “ 

ton statfon staring at ia40am and finisfami • - - 

in Stow-on-the-Wbld (six miles). Or, if yo»: . 

are a keen cyclist, the Country Lanes Cy. . 
des Centre hires out bikes from Easter. Thr , ■ 
office is in the station. 

Moreton, like many other sinal 
Cotswold towns, is an antiques buyeri . 
dream. Some shops sell fine Jacobeaj 
chests, others scruffy railway signs and weD*.; •' 

used kitchen tables. But, unlike its neigh 
hours, it is an unassuming place that seem 
to have escaped the snobs. Maybe Spool 
Erection put them off. 


1 




diminutive size and relished the opportu- 
nity to spread out a little. 

The track passes close by Wychwood 
Forest, the “Secret Cotswold Forest" as the 
local writer Mollie Harris called it This is 
all that remains of a vast, ancient, broadleaf 
woodland that spread across the Midlands. 
Oaks from Wychwood were said to have 
been used for Nelson's flagships. 

The line loops round beyond the trees 


and heads west for mile or so. I watched 
the new estates on the edge of Ascot-un- 
de r-Wycb wood slip by. The first stop was 
Kmgjham, near the village of Bledington. 
which boasts a Victorian maypole. As we 
approached, two young women opposite 
were talking animatedly about pensions and 
investments. What PEP to choose? Which 
life assurance? 

This ride from Charibury to the hand- 


some, small market town of Moreton-in- 
Marsh is short (18 minutes) and trains run 
roughly once an hour. Local teenagers 
knew Moreton as a comical place for the 
presence of a building contractor called 
Spook Erection, whose rude logo was a 
smiling ghost with a bulge in his white 
sheet. ' 

The sign hung by the railway bridge on 
the way into town. Either the firm went 


out of business or moved, or the Cotswolds 
political correctness police waded in; 
Spook Erection is now a Budgens super- 
market. 

Moreton was originally Moreton Hen- 
marsh and earned brief fame on Thesday, 
2 July, 1644, during the Civil Whr, when 
King Charles I stayed here. A chronicler 
of the time wrote: "From JDedington the 
army marched Tuesday morning, by Great 


On the footplate 

How much: Cheap day return (Charibur 
- Moreton-in-Marsh): adults £4.20, rfuldrei ! 
under 15 £2.10 (fares rise on 29 May) = 
VVho to call: Thames Tttains 0345 4S4950 
or (to book tickets) 0345 300700, or (fa 
disabled travel) 0118 908 3607 at least 7 i 
hours in advance. Country Lanes Cycle 
Centre 01608 650065. Guided walks witk 
the Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natur- 
al Beauty service on 01452 425674. 
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GAMES 


WILLIAM HARTSTON 

PEDANTS’ CORNER - REFUTATIONS AND DENIALS 


PANDORA ME LLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 




On Wednesday, Geoffrey Boycott said that he 
refuted all allegations of girlfriend-battering that 
were made against him. On Thursday, Mr Clinton, 
according to this newspaper “refuted charges of 
having an affair with Monica Lewinsky”. It's 
enough to make a pedant despair. Neither Mr 
Clinton nor Sir Geoffrey refuted anything at alL 
They denied, they repudiated, they rejected, they 
rebuffed - but they didn't refute. 

To refute means, as any good dictionary will tell 
you, to prove wrong. A dictionary whose standards 
are slipping may also mention the “colloquial" 
usage of “refute" as meaning “deny". But is this 
really one of those words on which we linguistic 
purists should surrender? 

When Fowler wrote his Modem English Usage in 
1926, he gave one brief paragraph to the word 
"refute", quoting the following sentence: "He 
sharply refuted the suggestion and said that he 
could produce ample evidence that it was wholly 
without foundation'’. Fowler's terse comment was: 
“He could refute the suggestion only by producing 
the evidence; till then he could only deny It" 

Despite this dear advice, however, by the time 
Robert Burchfield came to revise Fowler in 1996, a 


considerably expanded entry was needed. After 
explaining “the traditional meaning" of refute, 
Burchfield says: “At some point in the second half 
of the 20th century, however, traditionalists began 
to notice that people outside an educated social 
divide were beginning to use refute as a simple 
synonym of deny. He quotes an enraged letter to 
the Spectator in 1986: “In Mr Chancellor’s day 
someone who didn't know the difference between 
Yefute’ and ‘deny’ wouldn't have been employed by 
the Spectator as an office deaner, let alone as a 
television critic." 

The skirmishing continues, says Burchfield. “The 
likelihood that the new use represents a legitimate 
semantic shift is rejected by the traditionalists. 
Those who have no idea what a semantic shift 
might be, like the sound of refute, and will continue 
to use it in its partially standard new way. I have an 
uneasy feeling that the new sense will begin to 
sound normal in the 21st century - but not yet." 

So what should we, proudly standing on the right 
side of the sodo-linguistic tracks, and on first name 
terms with any number of semantic shifts, do about 
misused refutations? We have three options: 

1) Wince and bear it, accepting, as Burchfield 


appears to, that the battle is all but lost Until the 
final defeat, our own refutations will, of course, still 
be accompanied with all the necessary paperwork, 
but we shall do no more than sigh when others 
refute when they should be simply denying. 

2) Fight on. insisting that the distinction 
between refute and deny is too important to be 
blurred. We do not need another word meaning the 
same as “deny", but we ought not to deny ourselves 
a word with the original meaning of "refute". Even 
“rebur" does not quite have the force of "refute”. 
After a rebuttal (denial with argument), the rally 
might continue. A refutation should be absolute. 

3) Adopt the course advocated by Chambers 
Guide to Grammar and Usage which advises “To 
avoid ambiguity ... it is necessary either to avoid 
the word refute altogether, or to make sure that 
there is sufficient information in the rest of the 
passage to make the intended meaning clear.” 

The following argument, 1 think, refutes both 1) 
and 3): In a few months' time President Clinton 
may appear in court to answer an allegation, from 
Ms Paula Jones, that his penis is curved. He will 
probably deny it. But just think of the shock if he 
refutes it. It really is an important difference. 


Antony Jay, 67, co-author of *te Minister’ 


At one stage I was a bridge obsessive. I have 
something in me that is rather competitive: I 
actually care more about winning than I flunk 
a properly balanced person should. , 

I played masses of games at boarding 
scbooL Three or four of us were really keen 
on L Antique, a game in which you were either 
the French or the English. Dover Patrol was 
the naval version, with mine-sweepers; or we'd 
play a massive thing called Tri-Tactics which 
was too much for all of us. It had an army, a 
navy and an air force to be deployed against 
the other side. 

Thinking about it now, why weren't we 
playing games about fighting the Germans? It 
was 1940, and we'd already had one war 
against them, and here we were, fighting the 
French. 

I suppose they’re our traditional enemy. If 
you remember, during the Battle of 
Sebastopol in the Crimea, Lord Raglan kept 
referring to the Russians - who were the 
enemy - as the French - who were our allies. 


He did that even at conferences with the 
French generals. Everybody was so used to 
fighting tile French. It goes back to the 
Norman Conquest, probably, all Henry V and 
that sort of thing. 

I think there's still an indination in the 
British, that if we Dave to fight a European 
country, we’d rather fight the French than the 
Germans, despite the evidence of two world 
wars. They’re nearer, so they’re more of a 
threat 

Animal behaviourists tell us that young 
cubs play fighting games with each other to 
prepare for attacking proper animals, for 
survival as adults. I think there's an element 
of that in board games. Life is partly about 
pitting your wits against other people, and 
games axe a kind of preparation. You feel 
you're doing intellectually what other anim als 
do physically. 




M 


If you need to pit your wits against officialdom, 
you may pick up some useful hints from Antony 
Jay's book ‘How to Beat Sir Humphrey * - £6.99 
from Long Bam Books. 
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CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 




The 22-year-old Bulgarian 
grandmaster Veselin Topalov 
has been consistently ranked 
among the world’s top half-a- 
dozen players for the past 
couple of years. His aggressive 
and imaginative style has 
made him one of the most 
exciting players to watch as 
well as one of the most 
successful, yet so far at least 
he seems to have lacked the 
all-round strategic depth 
needed to establish himse lf as 
a serious contender for the 
world title. He can wipe 
strong players from the board 
in brilliant style, but he does 
not seem to win those long, 
gruelling games that are the 
mark of a true heavyweight 
super-grandmaster. 

Topalov’s win against Lock 
van Weiy in the third round at 
Wyk aan Zee is typical of his 
style. Playing Black in his 
favourite Modern Benonl he 
sacrificed a pawn with 9...b5 
(routine), then a piece with 
Jl...Nxe4 (fairly 
conventional), then threw a 
rook in as well with 13...Qa5 
and 14...Nd7 (outrageously 
Imaginative). 

The net result was the 
diagram position, after 
16...Rxe8. Black is a rook and 
a pawn down, but will win the 
bishop on e4. The important 
feature, however, is the white 
king trapped in the centre, 
thanks to the effect of the 
bishop on a6. With his king 
under constant threat, van 
Wely was never given a 
chance to co-ordinate his 
forces and finally had to give 
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Game alb dealer South 
North 
♦ AKQ7 
OK92 
0 10 9 7 3 
+7 3 


113114 


115 116 


117 118 


119 120 


West 
♦ J95 
<?J5 3 
0842 
+J 1096 


East 
+ 632 
S7A1Q86 
065 
*8542 


back his material gains with 
interest. I do not know 
whether Black’s play was 
completely correct, but even if 
nor, it all added up to a highly 
impressive performance from 
Topalov. 


[27T 128 


South 
410 8 4 
<?Q74 
0AKQJ 
+AKQ 
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White: Loek van Wely 
Blade Vesdin Topalov 


IcHNffi 

2c4e6 

3N£3c5 

4d5d6 

5Nc3exd5 

6 cxd5 g6 

7h3Bg7 

8e4 0-0 

9Bd3b5 


26 Kxcl Rxf6 

27 Rdl Qc6 

28 Kbl Nxn4 

29 Qxc6 Rxc6 
30Rd8+ Kg? 
31 Rd7+ Kh6 
32h4Nc5 

33 Rf7Ne6 
34Ka2Ra6+ 


ACR05S 


DOWN 


10Nxb5 Re8 35 Kbl Nd4 
11 Nd2Nxe4 36Rf4NfS 


12 Bxe4 Ba6 
I3a4Qa5 


37 Re4 Rd6 
38Kc2Ng3 


14 Nxd6 Nd7 39Rg4Nfl 

15 Qc2£5 40 Kc3 Ne3 


16Nxe8R xeS 41 Rg5 N£5 
17 Kdl fxe4 42Rg4Kh5 


I Cheerful (5) 

4 Snug (5) 

10 Form of sugar (7) 

II Passenger vehicle (5) 

12 Machine tool (5) 

13 Morally strict person (7) 
15 Metallic element (4) 

17 Polish (5) 

19 Cake topping (5) 

22 Poker stake fa) 

25 Cap ribbon m 
27 Representation (5) 

29 Subtraction sign (5) 

30 Newspapers (7) 

31 Heatproof glass (5) 

32 Once more (5) 


Berkshire racecourse (5) 
Type of radio pro- 
gramme (5-2) 

Become liable for (5) 
Encourage (7) 

Religious song (S) 


/ Religious song (5) 

8 Tune (mus.) (5) 

9 Leather strap (5) 

14 Small detachment (4) 


16 Study (4) 

18 London borough (7) 
20 Upper limit (7) 


18Ra3c4 43 b4Ne3 

19 Re3 Qxd5 44Rd4Rxd4 


20 Upper limit (7) 

21 Rascal (5) 

23 In want (5) 

24 Lines of poetry (5) 
26 Passage (5) 

28 Lena! defence IS) 


20 Rxe4 RfS 
21f3Nc5 
22 Re7 Bf6 
Z3Rxa7c3 


45 Kxd4 Nc2+ 
46Ke5 NxM 
47 Kf6 Nd5+ 
48Kg7Ne3 


24Rxa6cxd2 White resigned 
25 Rxf6 dxcl(Q)+ 


SoMiou to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 

(Silver lining!, 9 Place, 10 Gridiron, 1 1 
Oeft, 14 Sea, 16 Sotfll 17 atened, 18 YhkSHaiot, 24 Aperture, 25 Amass. 
26 Ice-cream, 27 Scald DOWN: 1 Gauge, 2 Minis, 3 Unfit, 4 Encore, 
6^ Yule legs, ,7 Pacified, 12 Academic, 13 Colossal, 14 Sly, 15 Ask, 19 Al- 
paca, 21 Trick. 22 Rupee, 23 Jemmy. 


If you (as South) and your partner had bid 
accurately to Six Diamonds on this deal from match 
play, you might expect a small loss if your opponents 
had tried Six No-trumps instead. Hie diamond rf«m 
needed either 3-2 diamonds or, if they were 4-1, an 
even spade break. In Six No-trumps, however, a 3-3 
spade break seemed essential and, as the cards lay, 
how could declarer have any problem? 

At the other table, North-South had indeed bid 
the slam in No-trumps, but West was able to 
introduce a tiny diversion into the play - and South 
fell for it hook, line and sinker. So what happened 
after West made the natural lead of 4 J? 

After winning. South started by cashing two of 
dummy's top spades and, lo and behold, the jack fell 
from West on the second round. Clearly, thought 
South, the spades were 4-2 and East still held S9,6. 
So he came to hand with * 10 and was suitably 
infuriated when both opponents followed. The V K 
failed to provide the now much-needed entry to 
dummy when east refused to win R? Q, and declarer 
ended with only 11 tricks. 

Yes, it was a cunning move by West to drop ♦ J 
on the second round, but if South proposed to lead a 
third round of the suit, he should have come to hand 
first before leading + 10. Then when West follows 
sheepishly with his 9, the 10 can safely be overtaken. 


When deciding whether to take a double, the basic rule is that 
you must expect to be able to win 25 per cent of the games. 
That figure is valid only in cases where you do not expect to 
lose many gammons, but let's not complicate things fo r the 
moment Because the next roll after a double is usually 
crucial a good way to evaluate a position is to look at a cross- 
section of 36 games (the number of possible dice rolls) and 
estimate whether you can win nine of them. 

fake this position from the recent Biba tournament at 
Brighton. Double Fives aficionado Julian Fetterlein was 
playing White against a weaker player when he ventured a < 1 
double. His opponent should have reasoned as follows j 
“How many games out of 36 can I win? Julian has a direct " 
shot at a blot which, if he hits it, would guarantee winning the 
game and maybe a few, but not very many, gammons. So he L 
has 17 good numbers (all 6’s, 22, 33, 42, 24, 51, 15). But what : V 
of the race? Before the roll I lead 91-100. ff Julian doesn’t hit - 
the shot the race is likely to be about even with me on roll dr 
nine of his numbers (1 1, 12, 21, 13, 31, 14, 41, 23, 32) I will J 
a shot at his blot, and he still has a man trapped in my board. 
“Of the 19 numbers where Julian doesn’t hit my blot I am a) 
substantial favourite, especially as I own the cube. I estimate 
that I could win 14 or 15 of those 19 games, I only need to Jr 
nine games to be able to accept the double, therefore I takd.’ 

Sadly for him, his reasoning went awry and he dropped, il 
fear of the direct shot dominating; his thinking. Full marks to 
Julian for an aggressive double which paid dividends. It is dn 
by evaluating the position methodically that you can reach tf \ 
correct derision. Jellyfish, incidentally, evaluates the positiox 
as No double/ take, preferring to double out its opponent if ‘ . 
hits the shot 
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Great Chieftain 
o’ the 

puddin’-race 

Tomorrow Is Bums Night - but 
before you grab a haggis and a 
bottle of single majfc, spare a 
thought for Bumsians. Robert 
Burns’s poetry has stood the test 
of time, but keeping his name alive 
owes a lot to the tradition of formal 
celebrations, as Jennifer Rodger 
discovered. 


The majestic sound of bagpipes introduces 
a frugal dish - and so begins Burns Sup- 
per. The tradition originated in 1780, 
when Robert Burns founded the Bache- 
lors’ Debating Gub in Tarbolton for any 
“cheerful, honest-hearted lad, who if he 
has a friend that is true and a mistress that 
is kind, and as much wealth as genteety to 
make both ends meet - is just as happy as 
this world can make him". After Burns’s 
death, a cult quickly grew, and suppers 
were held based on the lively ethos of the 
Bachelors' Gub. 

When Bums died, 50,000 people lined 
the streets of Dumfries to watch his funer-. 
al cortege go by. Since then more than 

2.000 editions of his poems and songs 
have been published. His popularity 
shows no signs of waning: last year “A 
Red, Red Rose” was chosen as the na- 
tion's third favourite poem. 

The first official Burns club was estab- 
lished in 1801; there are now 400 world- 
wide, and more than half a milli on Burns 
Suppers are held every year. 

Burns’s biographer. Hugh Douglas, 
warns in his Bums Supper Companion , 

“... when to start, [planning]. If you are 
reading this on 26 January, then ft is not 
a minute too soon.” The sheer number of 
clubs means that the Burns season can 
last until February. David Smith, hon- 
orary secretary of the Bums Federation, 
began plans a year ago for the Bums 
Howff Gub Supper at the Globe- Inn, 
Dumfries. This year’s speaker of the Im- 
mortal Memory toast, the Scottish Secre- 
tary of State Donald Dewar, was asked to 
attend five years ago. The affair is held in 
Robert Bums's favourite “howff”, or wa- 
tering-hole. The supper is traditional; the 
haggis is piped in, a recitation of *Tb A 
Haggis” is made, then the ‘‘Immortal 
Memory” and toasts to the Lassies are 
spoken. 

The Glasgow Thistle Hotel holds half 
a dozen major Bums Suppers in January. 
“The most important thing is to put on a 
good show of warm hospitality,” says Tim 
Hunt, the manager. “Bums was a poet 
for mankind; he wanted us all to be 
brothers.” 

The largest Bums Supper in the world 
was held on 17 January this year, for 

1.000 people. The International Bums 
Supper organisation has taken Bums to 
Russia, America and England. “Bums 
was a Communist, a man who believed in 
the brotherhood of man,” says Mr Camp- 
bell, the honorary president. “His poetry 
may have been incomprehensible in 
Russian, but they knew the sentiment.” 

The only cloud on the horizon is that 
subsequent generations may find Bums's 
language impenetrable. The Bums Feder- 
ation is already taking steps to avoid such 
a disaster. One such initiative is West 
Sound’s trophy for Young Eurasian of the 
Year. This year there were 165,000 en- 
tries. 

At West Sound’s Supper, the former 
Beirut hostage Tom Sutherland spoke the 
“Immortal Memory”. Describing the so- 
lace Burns’s poems gave him during his 
imprisonment, Sutherland said: “On and 
on the memories came, so many hours 
did Bums fill my mind and heart and 
bring the company of past suppers and 
friends, that 1 made it through to the nexi 
day.” 

Ingredients for a Bums Supper 

Haggis (Safeway has a special offer, 

HalTs haggis, 454g, 99p; for non- meat 
eaters, Savacentre offers MacKintosb s 
vegetarian haggis, 454g, at 99p). Chapit 
tatties (mashed potato); mashed neeps 
(swede); whisky, and, of course. Bums s 
poetry. Hugh Douglas’s Bums Supper 
Companion (Johnnie IMdker/ Alloway 
PubKshing, Ayr) includes important po- 
ems 

| Order of service 

A piper plays as the main guests enter m 
procession, and the Selkirk Grace is sard. 
“Some hae meat and canna eat/ And 
some wad eat that want it/ But we hae 
meat and we wn eat/ And sae the Lord 

by tbanktt." . . 

-The haggis is carried in, preceded by 
- the piper. The chef is offered a glass of 
whisky, and at this point the “Ode To A 
Haggis” is read: “Fair fa’ your honrat, 
sonsie face/ Great Chieftain o’ the Pud- 
dhuacetf Aboon them a’ ye tak your 
place/ Ranch, tripe or thairm/ Weel are 
ye wordy of a grace/ As lang’s my arm. 

Then tfaemeal begins. 

Toasts at the supper 
The “Immortal Memory”, a toast to foe 
works or life of Burns, usually lass 2&-30 
minutes. Hugh Douglas writes: lftne 

ScaieisucSds then he will have rafared 
hs audience lo by » rediscover mw 

selves, to drink more kindly about theirfel- 
tewmen ..."The Lasses, O: a toast to foe 
ladies. Hie Lasses: the ladies reply. 
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Adrenaline addiction: in Britain the finest rafting rivers are in the Scottish Highlands 


Nature’s foam bath 


Photograph: Northsport/Viewpoint 


You’re out of control, 
plunging into utter 
turbulence - and you're 
high on adrenaline. Even 
in Scotland, writes 
Homish Scott, white-water 
rafting is addictive. 

The deep, slow-flowing river 
seems deceptively benign as you 
drift downstream through broad 
meanders. Occasionally you pad- 
dle with a gentle rhythm, keep- 
ing time with your companions to 
negotiate an eddy or some placid 
pool, but more usually foe bul- 
bous rubber raft follows its own 
nose along foe currents like a lazy 
cart-horse plodding a familiar 
lane. 

Lulled into a dream of river- 
ine contentment, you feel ab- 
surdly overdressed in wet-suit, 
life-jacket and crash-helmet ... 
until foe current sweeps you gen- 
tty round another bend and you 
see what lies ahead. 

A swollen wall of water an- 


nounces the approaching rapids. 
Beyond, the river plummets out 
of sight. “Hard forwardl” shouts 
the guide, as be steers the raft 
mid-stream. 

For a moment you retain 
some semblance of control before 
the prow tilts briefly to the sky, 
then dips and plunges down into 
the maelstrom. Now you’re living 
for each second. 

Paddies racket off foe foam- 
ing rocks, spray hits you in the 
face and foe raft careers over an- 
other lip. Braced against tbe im- 
pact, you paddle frantically, 
balanced like a rider on a buck- 
ing bronco and whooping with ex- 
hilaration as foe torrent rips and 
buffets through foe gorge. 

“Down!” The guide's com- 
mand is scarcely audible above 
the roar. Six bodies throw them- 
selves into foe belly of tbe raft, 
which lurches upwards in a final 
fling, then thuds into a swirling 
pool of deep, untroubled water. 
As you struggle back into a dig- 
nified position and wipe foe spray 
out of your eyes, the guide is still 


poised nonchalantly on foe stem. 

“That was foe Washing Ma- 
chine," he says. “Grade three- 
plus. The next one’s rather more 
exciting." 

Excitement is foe essence of 
white-water rafting, although, as 
any guide will reassure partici- 
pants, foe real risks involved are 
slight- Modern rafts, tough in- 
flata b I es with multiple flotation 
chambers, are virtually unsinkahle 
when commanded by a skilful 
helmsman, and. so long as prop- 
er safety gear is worn, even a brief 
ducking in foe water should in- 
jure little more Lb an pride. This 
is not, however, the impression 
gathered by a novice who has nev- 
er, in foe usual course of life, 
plunged head-first down a wa- 
terfall. The experience is mem- 
orable. 

Most guides employed by rep- 
utable rafting companies are 
skilled white-water kayakers 
whose idea of a mild challenge 
would be to overturn without a 
paddle above a cataract in an 
Andean canyon. As rafting guides 


they can both subsidise their 
habit, and introduce quite inno- 
cent membeisof the public to the 
adrenaline-fuelled roots of then- 
addiction. After being churned 
and hurtled through foe Washing 
Machine, dry land can feel a lit- 
tle dnlL and, for many, a further 
cycle is imperative. 

In Britain, the finest rafting 
rivers are in foe Scottish High- 
lands, most particularly foe Thy 
and River Orchy. With foe sever- 
ity of rapids graded one to six, 
Grandtulty on the Thy merits 
three, quite sufficient for most 
undeveloped tastes, while some 
stretebesof foe Orchy can be vir- 
tually ungradable in autumn 
flood. But foe pleasure to be 
found in rafting does not entire- 
ty lie in momentary terror. Rivers 
are man's oldest highways, and 
there is a primeval sense of sat- 


isfaction and discovery to be 
found in negotiating a long wa- 
tercourse from mountainside to 
plain. 

Travelling for two days down 
foe Tummel and foe Thy, camp- 
ing overnight on lonety river- 
banks, foe rafter can experience 
an almost prehistoric sense of 
place wi thin an ever-changing 
Landscape that presents some 
new delight or challenge with 
each turn of tbe current There 
is still a wfld Britain, not glimpsed 
from any motorway. 

For true addicts of white wa- 
ter foe most intense experiences 
are, however, found abroad. The 
alpine streams that radiate from 
Brian 500 in France are perhaps 
foe best in western Europe, but 
even they cannot compare with 
the Marsyangdi, foe “raging riv- 
er” of Nepal that cataracts 


through endless miles of Hi- 
malayan gorges. Trips through this 
remote area must be booked at 
least six months in advance. Al- 
ternatively. the Zambezi river in 
Zimbabwe offers an exciting chal- 
lenge in a climate that precludes 
foe need for any wetsuit. 

River-deep and mountain- 
high, foe world is foaming with 
wfoitewater, and experience is not 
required for its enjoyment. Just 
steady nerves, life-jacket and 
crash helmet ... and a trusted 
guide. 

Splash White Water Rafting ( 01887 
829706) organises year-round trips 
in Scotland, Europe, Africa and 
Asia. 

The Scottish Rafting Associa- 
tion nnB provide up-to-date inform- 
ation on rafting activities and river 
conditions. Call 01387 830633. 


THE INDEPENDENT 


WHAT. WHEN, WHERE? 


Go north to the Shetland Islands and party in 
style at foe Up-Helty-Aa fire festival in 
Lerwick, a reminder of the days when Norse 
settlers celebrated foe end of foe yule 
holidays. Bands of guisers (Shetlanders in 
Viking kit) led by their chief, foe Guiser Jarl, 
parade town before setting alight a 30-ft 
longs hip in foe harbour. Viking revelry follows 


throughout foe night at various venues, 
including the Town Hall, which stipulates that 
stiletto heels are not allowed, although 
presumably spiky helmets are. Up-Helty-Aa 
takes place on Tuesday 27 January. More 
information from foe Shetland Islands 
Tourism Office (01595 693434). 

Solly Kmdberg 



Plant Display 
Stand 

only £34.95 incp&p 

Arrange your plants step by step and 
create a colourful display with this 
impressive free standing three tier 
plant stand. 

Ideal for use on the patio, conservatory 
or garden. It is made from sturdy white 
plastic and is easy to assemble with 
snap in pieces (no tools required) and 
comes with simple instructions. 
Measuring w 357:" x h 24" x d 22" 
fully erected, with each shelf being 35Vi“ 
wide x 7" deep it costs only £34.95 
including delivery and VAT. 

HOW TO ORDER 

FfllBUScconwiia BLOCK CAPITALS id tend ttpafef 
wufa chape or postal ardnfc. NO CASH PLEASE 10: 

THE INDEPENDENT PLANT DISPLAY STAND OFFER. 

T7 OSTERLEY VIEWS, WEST PARK ROAD. 

SOUTHALL. MIDDLESEX UB24UN. 

© For credit card orders please 

phone 0181 5710900 

CUvcry e> UJLxtttsesMfy. That OISJ J7| 6OT fart axyaria. 
Phase Aw 19 B 21 dayi ft* Afcvoy . B jam M am^k^f mbd 
pteHr«sH*T&ji748jinfrrct7j«&*»fiIrci»d. 



Ffan Display Slaadft 6 £34 S3 per stand iac pip 


1 cncia* a crossed chwps for £ (nddresi on back) made 

pay*kw NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING LN&35 

or debit my Aeraffin aceum by tbs amou. My card muter ic 


Expiry fete. 


Send ur THE INDEPENDENT HjVOT DISPLAY STAND OFFER, 

27 Onafry Views, Wea Part Road. Snwtnfl MiAflw, UB24UN 
T«i to bu if yu <bu vtdi id rata taaccftn Deo 

Kfwp^wPittBtnjpicofo^twij^iwedbjNcw^apeipBbtaksipfc Q KBS 


&F E4.Gb1Carf.SpK. Can; VM.L 
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HAYDOCK 


12.45 Kadou Nonantals 

1.15 Collier Bay (nb) 

1.45 Indian Tracker 

2.15 Paddy's Return 


HYPERION 

2.45 SparWIng Cone 
3.20 Flying Instructor 
3.50 Festive Ibak 


|lO AR NORTH WEST RACING CLUB NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) 13,000 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £2^16 

1 FP-PP1 EASBY JOKER (29) (D) p R CkOianJ) S KotlfmS m n fl NWBsnaoa 

2 IT KA00U N0NAKTA1S (HQ (24) (DUG Macs) 0 ShRWJQd 5 11 11 J A McCarthy 

3 own MAJESTIC SOUND (SS) fQ (UxdLwBrtiuhie) TFaratBr7 II 11 R Johnson 

4 30H02 TAIWWD0(FH)BPAJChwri|M ffae511fl APlfcCojf 

5 PIP- BOLD STRHT (F138) (Codan Trust Cany»rty Lilted) M PpaSTI B JWMod* 

8 [«^PR8«I(F1^|B^ECooMG6iDytl5Tl B PMbJgtoy<3) 

7 (XX» HmGFRa30£(W1)yFWttl«HS«SmBn7Tf6 DBtrtfay 

B 0CP2-4 JUST ONE QUESTION (25) (Anne Di£f*S8 Of Yfe®teTda}«JJ0NaiB 11 6 ADobbki 

9 tVMP KALADfiOSS £7) (Boy Ho«J) W Jw*s 7 n 6 T Junta 

KJ i-M KMKMEASUIE(zqUHHfeinMSfeaOBaa«9JMJAm5n6 twyar 

11 P4R0 MODLE BAY P5) (Bnre Ttotnerstfo! D Mrttel 7 T1 6 DJHottatt 

C nei MUSKHRL (I) (BF) (J O Eddray} O Nfctabm 7im DoubUU 

Q 12m- SUPHBE CSNOT1N (32SJ |BR |VY E Stiff) J Okl 8 11 6 CUmwflyn 

14 M SWEET LORD (73) OSWwrfwg SOUWB li® U BradaMt 7 T1 B .Chteuda 

C 120-20 TOWS fflVBlC25)PqymnPBniM*WttaMR»Hteye 116 GLh 

I £ 55300 S®EHYSJD£(56) (Sr7t7i0re*qCTwTitonS11 1 Ohn 

^ *f 6 B 

. BETTBJG:2-1 Kkigslltasura, 5-2 Kadou Konantete, 7^2 Tmwinclo, 6-1 Hajostic Sound, 191 item 
Lord, 12-1 Supromi Gonotin, 14-1 Tbmti Rhrcr, EMtoy Job*, 20-1 JuM Otm Question, 25-1 cffiere 
S97. Heitxxt tend 5 11 8 C Msu*3-1 (M Rpe) 14 ran 


APMcCoy 


PIP- BOLD STRHT (F138) (CodaiTiurfCOTterty Ljlted) M Pt»STl 6 JWMad* 

[«POCPR8«^(F1Bffl|R^ECot*)G6ioyti5Tl B PMbJgtoy(3) 


PTTkI HAYDOCK TRAVELLING THE TURF 
l 1 * 10 ! CHAMPION HURDLE TRIAL (Grade 2} (CLASS l° PUi l 
A) £20,000 added 2m Penalty Value £12,380 

1 40Q240 BLOWING NMD (FH) (7) (P A Dsal) M Rpe 3 11 to APMcCoy 


KEMPTON 


HYPERION 

1.00 King On The Run 3.10 Easy Listening 

1.30 Ebullient Equina me 3.40 Greenback 

2.05 WORLD EXPRESS (nap) 4.10 Matchless 
2.35 Kadastraf 



PHfcta 


14 /RACING 




GOH4G: Soft (Heavy in places on Htrttes coure») 

• Lett-fond course with imposing drop fences and run-in of tem furtangs- 

• Course Is near Junction of A5BQ and M6 Nwtcrj static" 3m ADMISSION: County 
Stand £17; Tattersals W); Newton Stand ES (GAPS TaH-prica in Tbttenrels and Newton 
Stand). CAH PARK; Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 27 winner from 1£5 runners (2W%\ G Richards 2 d. 
56 P45%L NTteteton-Dwtex 18-07 (2BO%). D tflchoteon W-54 {259%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: C UmreOyn 12 wins from 45 rides {26.7%). P Nhren W-72 (09%) 
C Man* 0-50 (225%) L WyarS-Sfl fftSM E CuBaghan 4-t) (40%) 

• FAVOURITES: 140 wtos tram 331 races (423%) 

BUNKERS) FIRST TWE: Nam. 


«. . „ _ FORM GUIDE . „ 

™sb tight wttti Die three principals al at U»r bast In testing grouid DATO STAR, the 
ai ™ nh am Festival bumper wtrrw and second to Mtatrguett n thr* last yaa i wnar the 
0 mund **8 too test tor halv hie twice won on Ns reappearance, and connections rare 
Nifty Way with the mud very much m the qetdteg6 favour He should be « 
tottMtek, Kpedatyssttia drtflcutt total wtw -ml W the battle owtaen Relkoei^xl 
Bey. Mud b wy rnrqh mgde to order for the T996 Champon Cole/ Bay. 

who narowfy beat Refteel at Towcaeter last season and is now lib batter oft Refcaei 
atChettanhem on hla tea nm shea when, despite a tnrrtote blunder a Mm final 
tegnfc re quckaned up to bea Pridwefl and Cofier Bay Th« ground was agati too test 
Ccfer Bay, but Ralreol Is akn a better horse when the mud is ttyng. RathaetwastBch 
to f»s best at Cheltenham, but CoBer Bay waaii beaten far and e has to be tight be- 
tween them today with jm Qlcfs carrnaicn« now bang ti b belter in tndefence is Bre- 
fy to t» too rusty to bade the prhdpals. wid Bfowinfl Wind ranrw be ertertaned on 
h» two sftowhg6aftohi8 runs h France selection. DATO STAR 


lo -a cl TOTE PREMIER LONG DISTANCE HURDLE IDBQ4 
(Grade 2) (CUSS A) £20,000 added l pp - "J 
2m 7f 110yds Penalty Value £12^20 

t "00-22 OCEANHAWK(23)(CtlHMAidier6lfc5 J&oedfuSJNTOarfesBTl D—CLteweflyn 
l^rftbe. maoon ernmn h^mtsbanea. WbhsandnaoanifBPMfap 

2 31-291 RADWB RETURN (aa|D)pODonnel)Flfcrphy6tl'D NWwson 

Bi^ifBn^fiooi>sat/mBK,aangBap 

3 222-21 ISaflY MOSS (23) (K rtjtaby) D Nchofan 7 TI 7 IfaFtfaUDy 

UQtt arte amfw efnek cap 

4 PF2M BUCIGfOUSEBCr0](neB9rtySo)fSf DMdofsonSTIS^^-. datUU 

WMajags (Mr Uotpan md cap 


pf 45 1 PETER MARSH UMITED HANDICAP CHASE [RRCI 
ILIZZJ (Grade 2) (CLASS A) E 40.000 added 3m l ppp il 
Penalty value £25,408 


1 F2-T8 affCf DASWNG (42) (CHBF) (Swe HanmontJ TEsafciby? tl B LWyw 

„ Miweeredi.eamUBwi8te8iee,iiMan>asbfi')nrM3(7££ncap 

l PG-TX BANJO (ffij fZ8) (C) (Daren C Uerrah D l*tx*son 8 tl 6 .. RJohnmB 

, - 


aETTWO! 0-n PttofB Mm, 11-4 Mfgtty Has, M OcaanHw* 

B87- Ocean Hawk 5 11 D C Uanlyn awns tar (N WdorhOsW!) S ten 
FORM GUIDE 

MIGHTY MOSS O tended to beat PWtfy'e Rattan h this ground ftedcMl ,»* 
1996 TWumph Hurdle winner, was fcrpresbve when beating PtKJwbS In the Long rw» 
Ascot last tme. but this ground wB be more lesftig and Mghty Moss ennfimea to took 
the busness trr the string dapartrwnt The pair wfl be aoeang swords agatoatthc 
Cheltenham Feethai, but today is a slog In the mud and Fred Hidsby an steer wghty 


UlltmeiPiqill ■ CWWCU, UIMHJ « H PI *■">* — Wi ■ — - - — j ” - w ■ 

Moss to another win atter the Chettenham success from Ocean Hawk. AStopiipufa 
Ocean Haw* in wrtfi a shout on the book for the head defeat, bid Ocean btoekbiswg 
to do any better on this mudetor surface: Selection: MIGHTY MOSS 

|R" w i ALLEN PLC NOVICE CHASE (CLASS B) £10300 added 
2m 4f Penalty Value £7,165 

1 P-lPfl Ofi > PB)Cim(29)(DcnfooRaEk4M , Mumr81i B 

2 1-331) MMUnANCBJpSJCIfllBECas^MRpeBlIt!— AP^Mecey 

3 flP-H 3PAIWUNGCONEpa)tQ(PI(MteMHt«ln)MMVVVfaTBBne — NTWraon. 

4 22/333 REB5 LIKE GOD(9) (ktttwrtrt TiWtt Ifer UaQUl ^ TMU ^ Oobbta 

5 4603- ONEWOrocm^(BeitgHreGom niwta C«nponBnBLM10WfcnBBB4jkSPiea<* 

BETTWQ;i54Spari(toBCwiWiBAB'WBlBanBe47-aClifoped(to1 I FeBiiltoGoltl.16-10oilfcr(l 

b97; Shtoy Dasting 0 11 12 R Duwoody 2-7 far (T Easarty) 4 ran 


.-APMcCoyB 


H1)3.TJadaiB 


Dtapfiy 


S1-82P HARWaiUlD{iq(P)WlW*al)nAher9llB JlrRHtlW 

ftod, fp rfxtr K nf&stor 

7 MMO. GENHWLWW^^(C^Nh#igl^RBdriglirt»Kl)T^*r9 , Ot) N W»am*on 

8 P-PMU GOBALUSTICt1)TO^BJlSS^JOSw9n9 ... ADohWn 


9 2tm2 STHATH ROYAL (9) (D) (BF) (Lady Vra Bar*A) 0 Serrcrt ’CHS 
V OKS SOWN 71MCKH? (2SJ (Joe S Joamg FtfcNft&l MRpeSWS 


MBnreian 


«37; Skimy Dasting 6 11 12 R Dunroody 2-7 far (T EawrtyJ 4 ran 
r 0 | ANNUAL BADGEHOLDERS’ CLUB HANDICAP CHASE 
J-4U (CLASS B) £10,500 added 2m Penalty Value £63^4 


1 21-326 anWMKmUC7Ofl(3aj<C0)flAdyl^ J 4 McCarthy 

2 mZF LAKE KAHBA (1) pi (BF) (P Bartw. AGohunrt P McWs 7 II 8 = 

3 3-2312 BARHAGEBUBOVPQ fCDI^F) (MsCSWtacnl WJw4a911 4 — ^TJreln 

4 WPP4 THUMBS UP (CO) (1*1 B Tiaylof) G lfcGxrt12 Ii 3 Mr D ^nay (7) 

5 3410- M0flDANC£PfWCEP*q{0){RmsGj|in)to»VWfcno7t>4 JNWjiww 

Q 2TTO- MAPLE DANCER (SO4)(D)0> lan R ShBflkki) DWiam CIO! GSw*h{7) 

— BdectamU 

BETTWG; K La*a KprSa, 5-Z Ftyfog kutnjctw; 4-t Baroag#«r» Boy Thomba Ifa, 7-1 Nonlanc* 
Prince. 14-1 Me(M Dancer 

W7 Kota** King 9 D a R Dmwoqdy H tor (0 Sherwood) 5 ran 
r 0 cn ] HAYDOCK STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
£1,750 added 2m Penalty Value £1,609 
l Mi FffiTIVE TEAK p5) (Cl^ |Damr C Itercer) □ Mchtesai 6 C 0 ^ — Hltawffl 

; ADVANCED STSEL (Panich Buring Devstoprerts U$ R Waodnae 5 II 4 WBW 

3 CHOICE CUT (TtarYBy Ashwortfi) T Cattwri S H 4 :®55 

4 OOT DGStAB DEVIL (48) (Brtan MaraN J arflh 8 n 4 —ADohW 

5 FRSXJW (Oeris P Ecctos 5 d * ,Dn *S2 

8 SPOOFS UY QAIC (Pefe G Gstw) T Easistw 5 11 4__ r r LW f* 

7 2 Tl® PlCWEDDUKEpB) (r<i*ChyN0**)TGeiiBBB1i4 - Jjohtaaa 

9 6 »raiM«»»«D8)PM»fcO»n^WU 

9 0 BHYMAR LASS (33) (ffcliara Haf) P R Wettw fi 10 JA»fcttiBi| 

t) BUAN SP19NG |Joe & Jowna FBchaKH M Pipe 6 1) 13 plbude 

It NEW RSLEASE (Jm Enw) Mf^»4 B1 JHbM(7) 

-IldKbreri- 

BenwtQ: 4-a Fraatw tbak. 7-2 ImSwi Sprtna, 5-1 The Pfckled Duka, 10-1 Spoofl My Gww, 12-1 

New Rolease, 14-1 Brymar Lass, 20-1 others 

<997. Coku’ O o4b 5 n H ja443tetMttav(MrsAawttnk)8rW) 


BETTWG: 4-1 hxtor Tracker, 9-2 Nabthm Lad, 5-1 Eudpe, Sfanply DpMdnp, 6-1 General Worm. 
7-1 Earth Swnmfi, B-T Sratti RoyN, lb-1 Ba^O. 16-1 Karwfl Lad 
B97: Jodanl C11TN WSarroon 93 (P Besuncrt] 6 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

EARTH SUMMIT looks so*d after raumtog to Ns bast to land the VWsh NMwnal fei ground 


TJarka 

-Mr D Kama? (7) 


-jGStw*h(7) 


saiear to todayk. With The Grey Monk corning out the weights have gone up Bib wtach 
makes matters tough for Simply Dashing, who la trying the trip tar the first tana So nv- 
pmt&ve after the tamdor when he bast Fine Thyne at Asool ha does took up against it 


1 40Q240 BLOWING WWD fl=H) (7) (P A Deal) M Pipe 5 11 tl APMcCoy 

Derii bbe. crces bets, ester and aAs. stnpod c^> 

2 11/2-1 RELKEEL(42) 93)) fBuseea o» me las Brig C B HarwyJ D techolsan 9 it 1) -RJohmon 

HMa. twain stowas anti cep 

3 1/1 P-3 OOLUB1 BAY (0) (WEStrtJ JGW6 It T CLfamfan 

DaibkiOBtt wwe ena^c»*«*sb8»eAii«BC?p.ol»* btoaer 

4 IF/32- DATO SIM (371) (fa IKodiPBey. Mrs MGudfw & Job Donakfl J JahBraan 7 it 3 J-Wya 

Mon emettid goon star and aur on cap 

5 3TTXV IWB^ireE (66fl)m(lfKMUrtK0l*sJPto™n7ll3 DLnhy 

* Btx*, yeiowtpco; btek steam, yak*! cep 

e 132-11 MPPSIRffl)(7)(D){GPip8r)Rampson81t3 Jtedpref 

Brown and asr^e /quartered), amanlrf grean atoovea 
-Sdadaed- 

BETTING: mn CoBter Bay; #-S RolM, 7-1 Date S «at 14-1 todsfanes, 50-1 others 
1397. Ifethguea 5 It 2C LNwelJn Brt (N IWsSnDariss} 9 ran 


with iha weight in ground he has yet to win oa Earth Sunmits wm oolncsled with the re- 
vtval of tha ataWete fortunes and he can plug away agar In the resting ground to outstay 
thfes opposftlon oft a 4to higher hanticap rattig. Indton TVackor wfl have a fotawmg over 
the shorter trfo after fokfing up to Chapstow aher being up with tha Isaders throughout 
Beaten 30 lengths by Earth Summit, he now enjoys a 4ti pel and nut go wel here with 
tvslordng ladles olf twttom waUn ircfcanTtackens stablemate Eucflpe was on Iasi ground 
when he fWshed second to tlw Royal SimASance Chase last season. He c*d fiener than 
General WoKe when third to Suiy Bay n the Hennessy but he may not be good enough 
here with Tito 5h General Wotfo has won here twee and his second on the course to 
Skwty Bay on Ha reappearance ghm him a chance with tha amphoas ao much on star 
mm. NaMhen Lad, the SunABanca winner in 1996, returned to action with a tkie third 
to Pete The Parson over an inadequate trip at Cheltenham an New Years Day. Thu b 
more hb sort of race and lOto Tib » a decent weight tor hkn. Banjo makes muted ap- 
peal with list Hb even with the return of the headgear, and Strath Royal may find ms 
too tough after teSng to beat Rtver Mandate at WMherby last time. Harwell Lad 6 on the 
same mark as htewe o t o n t second to Cool Dawn at Ascot but the testnggoundB against 
Mn. Selection: EARTH SUMMIT 


GOING: Chases - Good to Soft Mutates - Soft (Good to Soft in places) 

• Wsfri-hand oousa Praoticaly flat Run-in of ZXJvds. 

• Course 18 on A308 to SUrbury. (Baxiig Day on/y. Hus Ink from PSchmond Wxtarground 
station.) Ksrrpton Park rafcvay station adjoins course ADMISSION: Chib £16; Ttoterub 
£12; Saver Ffng ES Accompanied cMdren under- 16 tree. CAR PARK: Members E2; re- 
mainder, free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: D Nicholson 2D-80 (2S%) N Henderson 13-78 (18.7%) K Bai- 
ley 12-54 (222%) R Alner 11-38 (2 69%) N TVriston-DavteS 11-65 (162%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: M A Fftrgentfd Zl-lte (178%). R Donwoody 15-94 (17%) A P 
McCoy 9-74 (1 22%) A Thornton 7-29 (241 %) G Bradley 6-58 (103%) 

• FAVOURITES: 134-307 (404%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona 


rqr nS l MIDDLESEX NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 
2m 5f Penalty Value £3.074 

1 330 BRACEY RUH (14) IDajUaprtm) J OU 8 It 4 M ARtzgandd 

2 1-31 WNGONTHEMipS) (LatyHary DMdKfcon5ll 4 RTtata 

3 CP ARGUABLY (28) (k*sCc*tl*irayjO Bakfog 6 ri 0 ^Rw 

4 0 BROUGHTON BLAZE pAJlBougtWnietTiaitoMa^W Mason 7 110 — B Fenton 

5 05505 BIBARGO(35)(JLOllt0p) JDuNopSItO Mr H Dunlop (7) 

6 030- BOEAVOURfHQ (31Q (We Roberts) M J Ftabarts 6 it 0 GBradtey 

7 FPP KMQS AHGEL (3) (Cheice fWnsrahp) A Fodsr 7 11 0 — WMwWdH 

B 4P-0 LORD HXANGOWAN pfl) psngtmanRadnB Ftertnarei Hhgam 511 O—DGaBagharB 

9 433-20 MOON DEVS. (42) (Sir Cl*i Southgate) MCatpIcnBTl 0 B Penal 

O P-32 PHOSPERO(EOHMsGsynDrSoiiten]MaAF^rett5Tf 0 RDunwoody 

11 9800 SUfEH (TOLL (9) (J BdL A (3 bm & T H an*4 H Ham 7 11 0 ' RGrens 

C 48221 SCTCAB (1) (BF) (P H Bab (Hddnga) Lid) J Gfad 6 11 D _ 

O 3 SUNUVUGUNpS)(BF)etoach fbotfe Urtteifl 0 Sterwood fi Tf 0. Jl Thornton 

14 PF522- OVS11HEGLBI(28B)ni»ChBfx*)rtaiyRhg) JQfkrtfi C9 PMtte 

■B 3/03 SU PBt SAFFRON (33) (RBVtenm) B Snarl B 109 -TJMtophy 

-15dBdared- 

BEmNG: 7-4 Ktag On Ihs ten, 11-4 Bmcey (ten, 9-1 Rrosporo, 10 Moat Devi, Sunvuguv 12-1 
Over The Gten, 9qnr StoTren, 2M Enlwgo, Endaivore, 33-1 totters 
»B7: Sea VWcr 5 11 4 D GMaghor 2-1 tar (J L Hama) 10 ran 


B 5-1 Pt VnMWNmma^MaONaHIhlOaMBMfn VterwB) Ms JPVman9«3.. doubtM 
Roys/ Hue, wHb tost; wfite dflerea tonal blue spate, rayil bbe capi aMem 

t3 0-t1P3 BROWNeS W-L LAD (24) (Mra Bartaas LAaidiart) R OBRvai 8 f) 3 A Thornton 

Mm, inMMaAoopi loyal Hue sleam. ydoaanraas. ^anwedcap 

14 25312 HANDY LASS (23) (□ W Hachteg) J SnSti 9 1) 3 -HrOMcPtoOP) 

teftar. Mscficren beta. vMIs 0*1 

6 343FP ffiOOteOGA(2S)(D)(SPTn*l)SMabr9tHI CIMb(5) 

flqtohUL/ofewakwwn, whsocap 
-ISdsctered- 

BETTWG: 1 1-4 Three Fnrtftingr, 5-1 ToSjf Brown, 7-1 Wnrid Ergiren. 8-1 Deymisr, 9-1 RoMngtv 
10-1 Bg Strand, ten Da Cotogns. 12-1 F* Dean, Handy Lass, 16-1 Brownes VU Lad. Marfas. 
33-1 Top Spin, 40-1 Sand Ruga 
BBT: Storm Dust BY) 5 B Fatten 25-1 (Mss H Knrtit) G tan 
' FORM GUIDE 

TOBY BROWN has nm two good races from out of the handbag - meeting Ns rider 
two out when sure to bo placed *i Gysartb race to Cheltenham and then rrastoig out to 
(tie vastly more experienced Had; Derrng (par chat] in here on Soxtog &3y. Both races 
were over three tides and although he might be better over this shorter trip, more rn- 
portent fa that there werft be any overweight thb time aid he is Btely to have more «xpe 
than mart. Three F ar things am sasty enoutfr ton Royal Piper over the couae and 
tSstanca at the Christmas meeting yet was value tor a lot bigger wmfcig margn. The etght- 
yeaK*L who doesnt haw itito much mteage on the ctadt. is prebaUy ahead ot the hand- 
tapperh 8to Nka and Is the one Toby Brown has to beat with the stable gatog so wel. 
Big Strand’s whirlwind fWsh enabled him to pfo a teg field of smart hand cappers at the 
Chettenham Festival before making a brave attempt to totawip at Amtree. That's smart 
tom and the ted that ha hasrft been out sinca shouldn't stop Nm runnsig wel ott only 
a 2fti Ngher made tfian Afotrea Far Dawn, nmner-tsr to Atreree n tha sprfag and a siay- 
tog-on second to DfaaSowed In Chepsmwfc Free Handfoap Hisdte on Na reappearenca. 
tries Bis longer trfo for Die first bma Selection: WORLD EXPRESS 


FORM GUIDE 

Beaten but cc*ta*4y nol unbowed was the verdkri on NahrawaO as Na m l star ted on a 
mark more than two stone lower, came to an end when he mssad out to Mafor Junato 
Sandown seven weeks ago. Up another eSxNaluawaimeatathitt-placeALABANoarry 
a potmd worse, whie the fifth, New lm. Is uctoaly a pound woree oft Wth tectwitl ^Dun- 
woody lakng tha ride Nahrawal can be fancied on those terms, but Alabang. a horse 

with ter less experianceL was flOinHSoaas^ al it» way go the Mialflht only to be found 

out on the firtal cSmb This easier cotrse shoUd suit Alabang more. How good that form 
was Is Shown by New Inn vrtmng twice snea. but he was no match to the tsaniway tap- 
per Reed ai Ascot Iasi week. Nipper Fteed is weighted to confirm that riming, tnoucyi 
whether ne w* be atria to dominate as much with 19B) more on Na back Is another mat- 
ter Sereniw comes wall into it blowing two good wins trio season, and just as trig a 
danger is Easy Listening. Selection: ALABANG 


lo T c l TWICKENHAM NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) I I 
^■ JO l £7,000 added 2m Penalty Value £4,765 1 J 

1 znra KADASTHOf (FR) (14) (CO) (BF) (APPaon) RDickinBll 11 _... A Thornton 

Gr%; rw/t#%»d«ew« and cep 

2 93221 MOTSTDCK (H) (Ctfl (Mre M FartMn) R Hordes 8 it 7 „ TDascomba 

Ernsratignsn and rfatottae etat*. enwaW^eenateeveR arrwraftt (yBen cap. mjol M« oar 

3 OM FUJRIESS GUY (Sfl (UP Sampson) R Row Dll 3 BFirton 

FMr and m/al Uua tfamonOs. pWr cap. rojal Mte toarwirf 

4 itXKM STOMPtif (33) (D) (Mar* Bteugfrion) Mss H KngTK 7 11 3 JCUWy 

Had smaratf green cress Of lonans and sleeves 

8 20-534 THE LAND AGENT (14) (D I Eta*) J MAS 7 11 3 MAFtegenrid 

Bom atta/mp. hoopadsboaB. oangecap 
-SdacUred- 

BEmNG: 11-10 Kadaatrot, 11-4 Moretadc, 7-2 Storaptn, B-1 The Land Agwri, IB-1 Ftoleta Quy 
*97: Land Alar t) n 7 J Otoome 5-4 far (P R WBbb«) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 


fo'yiKl FULWELL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) pa 
EllflOOadded 2m 4f 110yds Penally V&UieE7^03l__rz_ 

1 103042 STATE1Y HOIC (B) (D) (P Bwsnj P Bovwi 7 12 0 RttaBWOdf 

Maroon. ycAwdeevga. write wrntoE, mvoon axtytowrouenaredeep 

2 Srw EASY BUCK (710) (D) (JPM& J WCockJ C Itotack Tl 11 T PHdtoy 

Gold aquemwtne deew 

3 3F-FU5 AARDWOLF (48) (LaDy Camfc Detrpser) C Bocta 7 tl B .GBrnfleyB 

Manun, ote* km cap 

4 RWtF PRATE BOX (SS) (D) (Eaxsd tie La» Mr John Cortrdt) P Chanvngs 6 Tl 0 —A Thontexi 

Green goM hoop amtete and cap 

5 223915 MONKS 50HAH (23) (D) (G A Hubbard) G KUbaid tfltl HThonrion 

finarato green MBtim aomUgnananiiMa chat* cep 

e I-1U4F FHAZB1 BLAND (28) (D)tDrBAJo<atl0i)R Ftore 9 00 Bfttoai 

Braun, fight Hue cros pels, s«wd *m Iglf (An cap 

7 2P-P54 EASTHORPE (<0) (Martn &tujh#oo) MM H Knght 10 8 tl — Al AFtzperate 

Red emerald jyeeo crass atarrahe and afeem 

8 040054 GRteaCACK (B3-) (1^ (CD) Wack Jc««i) P hSt6 7 C t) L Harvey 

Rojal bfaa, rad spo&triKdr cap irirto spots 

9 264P-0 MONTECOT (FR) (29) (Sr MchaaiCcmel)SMetor9 05 BPowifl 

Ggk red cross oefla emendd uaen cap 

B 631/13 HEN FLOW (24) (CD) (BF) (AT A Maes) T Casey 9 BO „T JUurphy 

AtoyM«.gmans«/L cerise cap 
- 10 declared - 

BETTING: 4-1 Even How, 5-1 Prate Bon IT-2 Stately Home, 7-1 Eatohorpe, Frazer btend, Green- 
beck, Monfcs Soham. 10-1 Aardmrif, 14-1 Uontscot, 18-1 Eeey Bock 
B97- Ganytauffi B B i A Ua&a* H-2 (D Gendclfa) 6 ren 
FORM GUIDE 

Stately Home showed hte vUnerabSty on easier ytxnd when caught by Monke So- 
hara (veto better in) to Stratford In May. The seven-year-old o also one t* aeveral front- 
nmnora in ttis race who could and up cutting theur own throats and the race Should be 
rui to sUt PRATE BOX. The ex-Irish gelding had a promolng start n trite ctwitry when 
runrung Frw»r island (7ta better to) dose to Chepstow In October and haa made the 


(CLASS 

t | Penalty Value £3,550 

1 hCt2 NORTHERN STARLIGHT (29) (Arthur Souctl)MF^» 7120 JLiMSr 

2 3-1231 OCCOLD p9) [G A hUfcartf) G HuCbwd 7 tl B RTbomton 

3 ant 2 SULUSi/r EOIANAME (25) (Lyir WSxii/ N handhreon 7 11 5 .’MAFfegsreJd 

4 531-4F LOTTHTY TICKET pSKAIan Psitarl T Geoge 9 n 5 SWynnS 

-4dadarad- 

BETnHB:S4 Norttwro Sta^gM, 7-1 BwStant Equtans, 74 Ocwrid, 19-1 UritwyTTekto 
BB7. Rns Thyne 8 11 B M A RngaaB 4-n ter (Itat A Brett) 4 ran 


TROF to return to wtoning form atter being unable to concede a stone and a hatt to Ight- 
fa-weighted rivals fa a hanrfeap at Sancfown a fortii^it aga Ha st* gave a good accxMri 
of hknseit and this is the scene of his best w*i - a twrvand-arhalf length defeat ol the 
useful Lata Korfoa. Strange as it may seem for a horse beaten onty a lengih and a halt 
Stompln never got ii a serious blow when runner-up to Gale Tor at Ludlow. It was a stffl 
a pteestog first effort as chasing debuts go, but he waa at hia be® over hurtles on faster 
ground. Selection: KADASTRQF 


ao negotiate the waerinan eventU nioe on a thkd visit Even Flow looted usehri when 
winning h«s onty start over fences here to the 1B85-B6 season and fw canted on where 
hefafiottwhen next seen out at Wtirwtek more than two years later. He ddnT come ip 
wrtfi the expected goods on Ns latest run there though. S el e c t ion'. PRATE BOX 


n r m weatherbys ‘stars of tomorrow 1 open nh flat 

RACE (CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m Penalty Value £1 ,508 


LI £6,000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £4,299 I " J 

BIG STRAND (296) (D) (C Jcnes) M Pipe 9 0 0 JBraos 

tefce; enmUgmn sadi red stHwc arxf cap 

FAR DAWN (USA) (69) (Ptter Wcgond) Ms A (tentot 5 11 7 RDunwoody 

PH. dMMfl hoops 

70PSPINf29fi)(CD)(»sCBrdnavisJJJBr*ns9n 4 .BtanB 

wt, Usdr spas, red and Hack Haired atoetes 

IDIOT'S LADY (i) (MsJOlmnQMsJRimanSll 3 doubtiU 

GBea pi* cross teto 

MARIUS CS) (Mss Jessica Andrews) JGftoRtBB 13 Prtds 

Pht dart bkxcaofi and armlgk, dak t&jg and pink hooped cop 

EAU DE COUOQE (23) (D and M Bora) Mre L ndteds E B B MRtchxnts 

Out Mra and emsrafcf graan efred. dM t*re Jriasws, mreoon cap 
TOBY BROWN (28) (D) ^ Stemed & Mrs J M StixmtQ 0 Mchohcn S B 11 -R Thqmten 
Sage and amsHf grean ctxHbsfgetossies 

DEYMIAR 09(D) (TJHHtisytDGanabCiS OB G Surfey 

Nay bba scads stores; quvtosdcapMhite crass beta 
TFBffi FARTHINGS (28) (CD) (Bras of tie Late K R EHtfan] J QU fl B 6 Jl A FtageraM 
flnwrf faua choccisto and wd lum whtB can 
WORLD EXPRESSES) (D) (The Dregwc Partnerefa^ B R Mnan B B 5~D Stotar (5) B 
fibd fata* Mere, rad sfasies 

ROBINGO(E9 (D) (J Node) J Nevfc 9 B 4 XAizpmi(3)V 

Stack aid orange ntpes, orange sfesws, Disc* smtiste orangs cap 


B) £25,000 added 2m Penalty Value £16,336 Ur TJ 

1 T2-2P5 DOCTDOR (2^ P) (Alted Wtfc And hiss Kowi T WitBriesd) M Pps 8 11 B J Evans 


2 225H4 NEW R81 (7) (D) pan K fStewart) S GoknqS 7 ti B RThomton 

ifaram "rite crass rf fcwahe and antoad cap. maroon iiamond 

3 FGO-it EBTENUS (USA) P9) (CO) (Mrs E S Rotns) N HsKtosor 5 ti 9 MARbganrid 

Oarge htack epautaK black and orange skjpsd staewa. Uadi cep. orange aer 

4 rt-rp NAHRAWAL/ (49) (D) (C F Sparrawhanli) G L Moore 7 n 9 RDuneoody 

Orergd tnxm arn nartge hootrad sMma orange cqc. ormr asr 

s BtPS CARUTO BRMANTE (24) (0) (HAH Parians) PRW«*er6n 7 .. ...BPorreB 

tfatow bfae at»* on body 

6 ti-23 ALABANG (48) {D1 (3te Ractog (3ub) MssjACansho7li 6 ..GBreday 

WH bige bbek spoo. Uadi cap 

7 1-2M4 DR BONES (U) (BR (Us Am ForttoB) F Miphy 5 ti 2 . MrOMcRreflp) 

Red write mas </ bnane, whta stoevee. reOamdec. titadr cap 

B 132-11 NIPPeTRffl) (7) (D) (G Plpw) RBripSOr Bill KAtapuiuP) 

Oww end orange (quartered), emsratf green sfcetes 

B am EASY USTSM«(USAJ(6S)(D)(Daelt toy FM) N Hanta 6 fl f.._ A Thornton 

Gey and md damond* red ateeves. red cap, gray atomaid 

B F-4it3 SHAHRUR (USA) (29) (Q (Mrs Szsbetti Kleman) G L Moore 5 B 9 JRKmrogh 

6 tw»W green and pey demonCb omosfcf preen stores 
-ID declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 Alabang. Saranus, 4-1 Nahrawal. 94 tipper Rood, 10-1 New too, Shahn* 19-1 
Dactooc, Dr Bones. 20-1 Easy Ustentog, 23-1 CariRo Briguria 
BBT: Make A Stand B B 3 A P McCoy 2-1 fav (M Ppa) O ran 


1 B MATCHLESS (219 (D)(J Rose) Lad rttotogdon 5 tin RDunwoody 

2 AUHALAHBASwrtw*)HHaynss51l4 Mr R Waktoy (3) 

3 PG ALL FOR THE CRACK (47) (Due Duran) P Gaitogs 5 11 4 PHaotoyOi 

4 ARCDC LOOTS (Graham Thorrat G Ttorwr 6 It 4— — Ctn Thamsr (7) 

5 AUOACIER94reCamBZ«BM«b»B)LW8ta5P4 LAspeB(3) 

6 BQROTOWN LORD (Ha Roberts) M J RcberiB 5 If 4 DOaBsgber 

T 2 DUNBt«rFLYaiff4J(Gran8m0toii«i)jacien4 MAFSzgaaM 

B DURNFORDBAY (RWGW MtaH Kn^d5R4 JCtofaXy 

9 GREY TROOPS! (Ms D CtaessEivaierlDri) G Baking 5 it 4 BFartai 

B GUA/H>0FH0N0UR(SNJB7ttoCOS)JGftwl6n 4 PHWs 

11 292 IN THE VAN (29) (Ms Botoa Thomegr Jtxas) Mrs D Hakw 8 11 4 RThomton 

T2 50 JOVIAN POND (1« (Mss SMyR Haynee) H Haynes 8114 Hr 0 HePtnB (7) 

O MR HUSU MAN (N AG4 J King 5 h 4 GBradtay 

14 OSCAR WRDE (RaJ Braai) R Akwr 8 1! 4 A Thornton 

6 0 FMIPERH) PILOT (35) (D A Mayes) Mss L Bomr 5 11 4 LHarrey 

B 0/39 ROCKET RON (35) (ftalC<*1s)N Berry BT 4 Jlfagrep 

U HUSRC REVELRY (Fl H Yorig R ybih 5 It 4 MrPttxt 

B SWtFTVBfnjRE(TheCto1henunfti1ri(nhip)GBaktag6Ti4 Air JThtocher 

B THE BARRBIGTON Ffflt (The Fw kn Partnsrshipi R Snrih 5 It 4 XMzprau(3) 

29 TOMLO»IAX(lfa8«»aKiyjRBueW«'an4 SPowei 

2t MY O-ENDiALOUGH (Ms May Doyta) G L Moore 5 B e JRKamnagh 

22 ROJO (Mra AG 9ms) ACtiantxriain 4 07 C Webb (5) 

-22dsdamd- 

BEmNG: 94 Duitoury Ryt*, 7<t MtocHm 132 In Tha Van, 8-1 Guard to Honour; 19-1 Dundort 
Boy, IB-1 Oscar WDdo, 20-1 Al For Tha Crack, Arctic Lodge, Mr Music Han, Rodnt Ron, Swift 
Ventura, My Gtandaiough, Ro-Jo, 29-1 others 
897 CSriUngB 11 S Mre A Psnstt B-l (Mre A PerretQ B ren 


LINGFIELD (AW) 


HYPERION 

1 2S Tangerine Flyer 1 .55 SIhafl 2^S Awesome 
Power 2J55 King’s Colours 3^30 Boulevard 
Rouge 4.00 Harlequin Walk 


CHIEFTAIN MEDIAN AUCTION 
MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS E) £3,750 
added 3YO 1m 


GOINGS Standard. 

STALLS; 51 & tin - outside: rest - toekta 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low best 51 &6L 

• ScpAnsdc surface; left-hand, sharp uncUadng corse. 

• Cowse re S6 ot town on B2Q2& Lngffaki station (served by 
LtHKhn, Vlctorie) ac^otos eouse. ADMISSION: Pytembers/Fam- 
ly Enclosure EB (acccmparaed under-IBs tree), CAR PARK: Club 
£3; remainder tree. 

•lEADNGTRWBISc M Johnston 3N73 (BM)RHreni 458Z 
(t38%l Lord HitoOngdon 38-199 (0%), Guy KMteway 352QB (17%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A Clark 6B-5M (124%), S SwKtere 56-5^ 
(im), S Whitworth 41*309 (03%). D BJggs 32-374 (Bim 

• FAVOURITES: S73-3040 (33%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Mot's Deed (155). King's Colours 
(255), UIse Roberto (viaorsd) (400) 


1 4 BBtEAA(16) Dr JScaigIBO GBartweJ 5 

2 2W3-4 BJUriE TOWER (16) R1t«ncn9D. DaneOT)ea4 

3 489- GHEAT MBOOY (112) D Cosgraw 9 0 MRfenmerS 

4 0- HUG'S COLOURS (USA) (125) J NewsdB90 -.GCertn2 B 

5 00606- LOUCHE (111) Rtaman 90 P Dabbs (7) 6 

6 LUCKY NEMItxilpkhseO DBtggsl 

- 6 tisetered - 

BETTING: 2-1 HamsTtMui. 3-1 Ktegte Cotours, S4t Bln Faa, Lucky Ms, 
7-1 Lobuctie, 14-1 Great awody 


CHALLENGER HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 3YO 1m 


Ton CRUSADER CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 3YO 5t 

1 OBOt-1 TANGERINE FLYei (21) (CI^J Berry 9 3 — P Roberta (3)2 

2 40422 DAN0ETHESa4(BF)KhoyB7 MmfttDwywSB 

3 14300- FAIRY DOWNQ (37) M Qinn fl 2 AWhefanl 

-3 (teetered - 

BLUING: 1-4 Ttogertno Ftyai, 3-1 Daod# Tlatt, 33-1 Faby Donrino 


1 301-1 DIAMOND DRILL ((ISA) (11) (CO) P Mrtan S 7 — A dark B 

2 49-12 BLUE SHADOW ft 1) (C) B Hunan 9 4 PDobbe(r)2 

3 014*12 BffULSIVE DECISION p'-i (CD) (BF) M Meade 9 0 K Felon 4 

4 0451-0 BAU DANCE (23) (C) C Boatil B B A UcCwtoy (7) 1 

5 OOOU-3 BOULEVARD ROUGE (17) MJohnsbn 6 ODsenMcKeom 5 
B 0002-3 COMEOUTOFTHSOQ (11) D Ftrerch D»iB B 1 -S Drowne 3 

-fidedsred- 

BEmNG: 134 Dtamsnd DrS, 94 EBus Shadow 7-2 Ingxdsfas Dedsign, 
7-1 Comeouttriflisfog, 9-1 Boutawnl Rouge, 19-1 Bal Denes 


CENTURION HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£3,750 added Allies & mares lm 4f 


COMET HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3,750 
added Gf 


1 50904 ROYAL CEILIDH (7)0 WBams 5 HO 0 Griffiths (3)1 

Z 04S3 SNAffCKA ffi) (BF) M Charm 4 9 13 RRtriBinS 

SEW SQOETYCaRL(J173) (BF) JOShn5913JllBieiSnih(nB 
D33M R8iAAB(14) (C) Mbs B SaXtoaSBB ^Ctsriov 


052-11 ™rTOW(Kj)maMjT!5iS9B — D O wner (^BB 

00981 SHAR(USA)n(CO)DNchclS59lO JUO&WH3 

6302 HALFTONE (9) (C) RRaaw69S JSaudsreBB 

«K0 NOR’S DS) |S) fQHBRGefNriBmy 604 .JCFtfonl B 
OHM GOCBBYEGAiaBI (11) BPeace 4fl t)_,C Lwfliar (3) 5 


6 06-506 Q LAKOGH (10) (C) MMmde5 89 Dean MdCeown 7 B 


7 60040- OXBA»EfS1)CDwyff4B4 ACfarfcZ 

8 4842- STATBTTCIAN (152) (D) John Berry 67 0 Jure* 4 E 

9 50900 OUR SHADES (16) (CO) K Ivon 1 870 — Matin Dwyer 6 V 

-9dsctered- 

Mhrrwn iwg/t 7M TOKl Tne fwnrtbsp wetafit Our Shades 7st 7Jx 
BETTlNtt7-2Sltiafl > 4-l Hatt Tow, 92 "nmeHj Fly, 5-1 hrert Deed, M 
Goodbye Gateman, 10-1 Qi La Hgh, Oxfaana, 18-1 Othere 


4 Q33W R81AAB (14) (C) Mss B SaXtra 3 9 B -Adarkav 

5 660TV MBSR06SrOfOS)^J09iia589^ttlc(Miy(7}7V 

6 3SOO- STRONG CHOICE (J31)J»M*fl9? SfflgMoopJA 

7 05890 SUEU WHALUAN (7) RHanflcn496 DnCrNeB9 

9 K*KJ HARLEQUIN HEALX(14 (CD) ROSlBvai7fi2JI5sndm2 
9 6G093 CABCHARGEGL0RY(14) TOameri4S3 . J Gofobed (7) 6 

-Sdsdsrad- 

REniN&MHaleguInttULS^fMtPBb.S'lSBWfcB.O'tMIaRober 
to. IWRoyN CaMdh, 7-1 Cehcteege Gtay, HM Strong Choies, 1M 
SodtoyGW.SBeuWhaffian 


lo pci CHURCHILL CLAIMING STAKES 
l_r a l (CLASS E) £3,750 added 1m 2f 

1 050M BlRANTftd) (CD) DCosgra»68tt MRbamwB 

2 e REn«N0F1ieilACGnpMRB(i^B88JtSfa(Mn(7)2 


FATHER DAN (9) (CD) G^i Kritorcy 9 B 9 J WfakiSOO (G) 7 
0500(Q ieV0TGOLFCLA$StC(14) TjiSi^nansSB SSandw»4 


5 OXfi-2 AWESOME POWER (S3) (CO) JFBs 12 86 -ACIaitl 

6 Gftn- PRWTEDSWT!H(74J(P) JfcfertErafBe^BflBJWiwOithS 

7 00060 - ALPINE MUSIC (J1^ J lUre 4 ^4 SHgtan(7)S 

BfiTWa M Ansons Pom* M Prints Oesptodv T9 WfarDetiS-T 

Brant 19-1 Rnwn ofThs Mac, 20-1 A0oe Uuric. 2S-1 TtenrOoK Ctataslc 


• Champion jockey Kieren Fallon returns 10 action 
in Britain today. Though only just hack Grom Hong 
Kong, Fallon has a double shift. He has two rides at 
LingfieJd this afternoon and three at Wolverhampton's 
evening fixture. ftDon renews regular partnerships with 
trainers Gay Kelleway (who has booked him for Ivor's 
Deed at Lingfidd and Pericles at Wolverhampton) and 
Eric Alston (Bowdiffe at Wblveihampton). And he also 
rides Martyn Meade’s Impulsive Decision at LingGeld 
and Oliver Sherwood's FaiherSkyat Wolverhampton. 

• Artie Trophy favourite Dardjini has suffered a set- 
back and will miss his intended outing at Leopardstown 
tomorrow. Noel Meade is unsure whether the gelding 
wfl] recover in rime to take his chance in the 2m Artie 
at Cheltenham, for which he is 7-2 with Wiliam Hill. 


WOLVERHAMPTON (AW) M 


PINE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,000 
added 2m 46yds 


HYPERION 

7.00 Prince Ashleigh 7.30 C hem cast 8.00 
Noufari 8.30 Jlbereen 9.00 State Approval 
9.30 Mazeed 


GOING: Standard 
STALLS: inside 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High from fit to tin 4t 

• Ffcresand. teft-nand. oval couraa 

• Couss is N oftown on A4«g Wofaarhampton station tin. AD- 
MISSION: Club £15; tattnrsaia £6 (OAF members ot Diamond 
Qit £4); Viowtog Restaurant £2590 todudhg entrance and meal 
CAR PARK: trea 

• LEADING TRAINERS: RHaltaistread 61 -583 (B3%), MJatm- 
toon 5M44 (*17%) J Beny 4M00 (143%). P Hatoam » w (08%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: F Lynch 26-251 (104%), A Clark w-2ti 
(TU4%X Dean McKaown 24-234 (103%). D Hoftand 20-08 (G6%). 

• FAVOURITES; 374-7173 (319%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Isfiraaef (7301 flwfcpet (730), 
Spicetress (930). Myatartum (wteored) (830). 


1 32091 METER ASPECTO (8) (D) M Jefnaton 5 9 1) .DHofandIV 

2 tvtfl- FATHER SKY (J42) (D) Q 3ienwod 792 X Fallon 3 B 

3 703-1 WHITLEY GRANGE BOY (15) (D) J LEyro 5 9D. L Chwnot* 2 

4 60902 PREMB1 DANCE (10) (C) D h^dn Jaws It B O 

Jotom Qdante (7) 8 

5 0303-t NOUFARI (FR) (19) (C) (D) R Hdraneeri 7 B 12 F Lynch 6 

6 44/5-2 MONDRAGON (15) (D) Mra M Revetay B B 7 ACutaM4 

7 00309 MRSPECUATOR(J4B)(C)JSpear1ng57l1 SRV«on(7)lB 

8 12559 CASn£SGCREr|J37)|CD)DBidtdC70JtlfcCte«qr(7)7 

-8 (tectend - 

BETTMG: 94 WMHsy Grange Boy, 3-1 Noufari, 4«1 Mtatar Aapacto, 1341 
FMhar Sky, 7-1 Hoodregm, 9-1 Planter Dance, la-1 Ur Spaatitora, 20-1 
Cauto Secret 


It hn l M.C.S.D. RACING MAIDEN STAKES 
/ - UU I (CLASS D) £3^00 added 3YO 1m If 79yds 

J BflWrSBUEPEtsfasSO- D Sweeney (3)4 

2 05343- HEATHYARDS SHEIK (42) R HoBnriwal 9 0 ,..._FLyndi3 

3 OM LAWRFlWftT) HCoingridBeea HRranrlO 

4 MIRACLE ISLAND OLoder 90 _ G FteJror (B) S 

5 205-23 PfttNCE ASHLEK2H (14) (BF) P tastam g o CUMhBr(3)5 

6 ASHLHGH BAKER ABdeyBS K Hodgson® 

7 34-5 BUNNIES OWN (15) JL Hams B 9 R Wkiston (3) 1 

8 40590 FBCXICWNGp) NUtmodenQS SWhtworthll 

8 WQHLANOFLWGMJ(#raDn89 D Holand 7 

tO 009 UAWLFS PB1SION (5Q A Bitay 9 9 _DWrigM2 

11 09 WROUGHT IRON (USA) (103) M Bel B9 M Fenton 6 

-lldednad- 

BEmNG: M Prince Ashlelgti, 3-1 ISracta latend, 5-1 Heathyante Shaft, 
1M rtfifrtand Hmg, 9-1 Wrought Iren, 12-1 AstlNHgti Baker, 14-1 Bun- 
nte* Own, 18-1 BrinYe Btue, 2tM Frolddng, 33-1 utbM 


— OAlSJ. DIXON HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
■ JU I £4,000 added 1m 100yds 

1 3509 PERCIES (84) (p) Gay Ktfrarey 400 KFtfcnB 

2 461-14 PL4NFOBPBOFTT/7)|D) WJdrekn-JSODaaftMdfoair 1 

3 3B290 BRUTAL FANTASY (IS) (0 JL Eyre 4 9 it 0Pan4 

4 234-11 FAY1K{7)ANBM»rbe4a7 TWHaresB 

5 0631 SUAI3A(^ fHy(q(l?BH*faiSgf397.'.. JLyncftS 

a 04491 JQB)SN(2Z)(C)(I9PHcMfeig6ae SWHtwrathS 

7 312-34 TROJAN FCtO(B) (0(D) Mis Mteday 78 tJ AD*n2 
B BOOM SUEZ TORNADO (H9{I9E Alston 58 C CLowtbarfB7 

-SdadMid- 

BETKNG: 3-1 Plan For Preffl. 74 Sutotacti, *-1 Fsyit, w Amen, 6-1 
Tfafan Ham, 1M Paridsi, W Su«e Tbmado, iw Biutel Rretaty 


LIME SELLING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£2^00 added 1m 4f 


PT^nl SYCAMORE claiming stakes 
lv ,au l (CLASS F) £2,500 added 5f 

1 50136- VILLAGE NATIVE (29) (CD)KC*wm5 OO- -JtOuk6B 

2 20221 AUAZ (10) (CD) Gay KeAewny 8 9 ID Dm Offal TO 

3 00963 CHS4CAST(Hfl [D) JLE)ire59D- fltJppln3B 

4 064-23 F6ATOERSraHELANE(10)B3D)l*MLS«al79D 

... . JDm McKwim 9 

5 P0562 MULIAGHHULLLAD^(CD) NlJBnDden59# . 

SWNftortbtB 

6 40090 B0FFY(10)(C0)BBauEfi598- __.ASto*qfo«(7)5 

7 M B»ua(14)BLtawftnS9G Q$mxmyP)1B 

6 05090 MAKE READY (18) (D) J Hevfa 4 9 1 Sthuwne? 

9 04009 MARnOSTREET(141)(0)PEvara58G AMcGathy(7)6B 
» 40009 Ra»PET{7T)S 001X119400 CfcagiBpJZB 

• iQtiadmd- 

BETTING: 9-4 ChoncaaL 7-2 Nfafagtt KU Lad, 4-1 Ufa, U-2 Waga 
ffafatii M FfatfieretDiK Line, 10-1 Ibb Ready, 291 Msrfna Street, 
25-i Bcffy. 33-1 oanre 


1 52091 STATE APPROVAL (Ifl ^D) Ite S YMon 5 9 9_S WHtwntii 1 
S 43094 BULHJTOW7fH9Nli!«ttJaiS84 _0«»fflltaI3 B 

3 656*- WADADA(J1Q)DBurtwl 794 D Sweeney (3) 4 

4 05342 HE AD GA RDOET (B) NUnmodan 490 A Daly (3) 25 

5 50329 POfTTITE SOFME (S4)(QW »tE»i 78 G_D toumagt! (H 5 

-5 declared - 

remNG; 1-2 State Approval, 5-1 Head Garttenw; 91 Portfts Sophia. 
9l Htadedb, 191 FfaM To (ft 






PUNIEESlQUinE 


ndOV 


rQ"57v1 NJCKLTTTMODEN OWNERS HANDICAP 
lr55ll (CLASS E) £3,200 added 1m If 79yds 

1 SOU-1 MAZEED p3) (CO) P Bare 5 DO A McCtottiy (7) 1 V 

2 583-22 YB3HANOUVBI(ta)(CO)mBttMam599LNBWta9B 

3 (6435- BOWCUFFE(B8)(BF)E Alston 797 K Fulton 4 

4 00003- XENOPHON OF CUNAXA(B)BLfarelyn5B2j\mfcranB 7 

5 40-6 CCXJdS CHOICE (TQ fCQ JSpeong 48 fo.PFtieny 0)6 

6 60090 SOOTY TERN (tjg (D) JMBradeyU 0B .CUmther(3)2 

7 02394 MVSFEmiM (15) (C) N Lnmoden 4 83 — SVMtinthBV 

B 4Q/09 GPtC£TREffi(n)lY«Bms47 0 JBrat«I5B 

B 53006 CHARLE CHANGE 5 LtaveByn 571) D O'Shea 3 

-Bdaetered- 

Uanuffl 7 r 70fa Ifa9fandtoM>im^nc$]j(rati» w sto^ crar- 

hCtoightSBi. 

BETTING: 11-4 Mawacl, 7-2 ftootanOSwi; 4-1 Co8n«Ch[rica,JW Bow- 
cBtfs, 91 Xenophon 01 Cunaxa, 191 Uyatfatoni, 12-1 Sooty Em, 2S-1 
QttteR 


HAYDOCK 

US: COLLIER BAY, wo teng*» 

Bute Hurdle over 2m If at 
teoham in December, can turn *e 
tables on iUb better terms. 

i xp 

USi INDIAN TRACKER, who 
Stoi to st^r 3m 5f 110yds 

fTTfr futsevenr 


HYPERION- S 

TV TIPS 


v -- 


chance on his porcvioifa four-lorg^. 
second to See More Busnessover 
3m at Chepstow in December. 

□OQ 

2L1S FADDY’S RETURN. lWragth 

wramrof the Grade One Uag^ 

HuitBe orcr 3m If lltydsat^ Ascot 
wiD be bard u beat 


319: A ywy Open event 

the frrmt-nmniiigNippe^ 1 ^. 

be blazing a owL- AWwng, Drat 

wbeo held up off a strong pace, 

certainty have the race nm to suit 


KEMPTON 

2JIS; Big Sttsad has the abfliiy to 
deft top weight but it’s Ifloety his 
main targets are at Chehenham and 
Aintree- Bar Dawn is best on fast 
ground whereas WORLD EX- 
PRESS loves the mud. Rod Mill- 
man’s eight-year-flld has been 
gjven a drance hy tbe hanrficapper. 

QQQ 

2L35: MorstoekcooW easily fbBow 
up last week’s Keropton win. 
Stompai represents a stable rapid- 
ly returning to form. KADAS- 
TROFs winning run ca m e 1 to an 

end ot Ascot two weeks ago but the. 

uphfll finisb there by r» means suit- 
ed this gallant front-runner-' 


guaranteed. SOUUl 
STadvisedteEASYUSTEND^ 
available at_25-l with Coral- Nigel 
Hawke believes his nicety handi- 
capped sfa-year-old fa capable of 
lifting a prize of Ibis nature. 
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3 Aft Aardwotf goes well when 
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in the past. Chariie Brooks’ yard 
has been out of sorts lately, how- 
ever. Safety Home is deartysrang 
the right way. but will End it raid 
to concede 18tt> w GREENBACK. 
Peter Hobbs’ prolific winner has 
been dropped to a winning mark. 


LEOPARDSTOWN (SUNDAY) 
i4S:COCKNEYXAD, beaten two 
lengths by Istabraq in the Grade 
One Hatton’s Grace H urdle o ver 
2m 4f aiFairyhouse in November, 
can reverse the positions over this ' 
shorter distance. 
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LANZAROTE handicap HURDLE- 10- year-tale 

1888 M SO 91 32 93 94 96 — 96 _ 97 
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FIRST SHOW 


Hajpdodc— 1 .45 


C H L T 



DU DH DM DU 


EacfWBfa8t>th80c)di,pbcaBl,2,3 
C-C<xfa. H-WfcnHN L-Ux*xt*ra,T-TM» 



b^waiiwtir theodds, placoa 1 , 4 3 


Kempton—S.IO 


3-1 4-1 7-Z 1M 



4-1 4-1 4-1 M 


Pitot Bax 


Han 


11-2 92 92 11-2 


tl-4! 11-8 M H8 


0-1 91 191 12-1 


Stefnr 91 91 tM 12-1 


IK 7-1 91 7-1 


7-1 91 91 7-1 


Dr Bonus 191 «-1 14-1 291 


AtnrireB 


k 


7-1 08 91 91 


91 191 1J-1 191 


291 291 TO-1 IB-1 


Eactunay a Btti tha odds, ptacas 1, 2. 3 



391 fa-1 9-1 291 


*-1 IB-1 91. 291 
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LEOPARDSTOWN - SUNDAY 


| o“Ae| A.l£. SJROPE CHAMPION HURDLE (Grade |DRro| 
1 £ll 3?LJ 1) £50,000 added 2m Penalty Vahie£34^00 l DPW ^J 

1 Wee COCKNEY LAD (28) (CD) (Bf) N Meuda 9 11 13 PCtirtWTy 

Sty On, &Bcm hoop, gram cap 

2 D-7fl 6TABRAO (27) (CO} A P OEM»? E fl B CStatei 

ErmraU green A orangu hoopod, hMM op 

3 11-400 NOBLE THYW {T7B) (C)(p)PMulra 8HB 

Ufftgnm jetairrato Asmtat dtsckap 

4 06032 PUNTING PETE (HQ (CO) WPIUns 8 11-0 

PupH *»fato torares, graon cap 

5 54893 THEA1REW0RLD (Ifij (CD) APOBrienBtl H N WUaresoD 

DtrfrMra 

6 1-in HS SONG (29) (CO) M Moris B n 0 R Hughes 

8™ei IA12, red sbevus. *riig cap, rejal tHue oar 

1 BBW2 NOTCOMPLAlNINGSjr (1^ (CO) P Utara 7 11 5 TTmc* 

BMf A rad topes; «Nte cap 
-7dtctered> 

BETnNG:48labb«v 138 Cutonsy Lad. 91 Hi Song, 191 TTMtomrerid, 14-1 NatoaaxiUUutoul. 
191 Pinttag Ptot, 291 HoMaThym 
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Windows of opportunity for the new marketeer Collier Bay a 

soft option at 
the weights 


: ri 


There are rumblings 
in the Tote as new 
machinery is put in 
place to drag a tired 
old institution into the 
modem world. 

Richard Edmondson 
meets Peter Jones, the 
visionary with his hands 
firmly on the controls. 


A cumulus of Havana smoke is 
□o longer Chairman of the 
Toie. That posting now belongs 
to a man who looks as though 
he might be the fifth Goon. The 
word can only apply to the ap- 
pearance of the bespectacled 
and frizzy-haired Peter Jones, 
however. Even in his narrow 
tenure since last August, it 
seems that Jones has developed 
a relic of Victoriana into a Tote 
company which now cares to 
peer into the future. 

Only this week came notice 
of the biggest wager the Tote has 
ever taken, a bet to take out £lm 
should Monday's Fontwell 
bumper third, Maidstone 
Monarch, win a Grand Na- 
tional from the year 2000 on- 
wards. Tote Credit, it must be 
said, has not built a name for 
laying thick bets. 

The suspicion has been that 
if the mutton-chopped, Dick- 
ensian telephonists that take the 
Tote’s calls ever beard someone 
flicking through a roll of notes 
at the other end of the line, they 
would immediately rip the 
switchboard out of the wail 
and hide under the table. But 
the Tote has changed. And en- 
tirely because the man at the top 
has changed. 

Woodrow Wyatt was the au- 
tocrat’s autocrat, though be 
did not disagree with his critics 
(be never listened to what they 
were saying in the first place!. 
Like another top figure in rac- 
ing, be never tired of telling peo- 
ple what a thorough genius he 
was. You can dispute Lord 
W^teham’s assertion that he is 
“a high-quality person", but 
yon could never disagree that, 
his was an extremely high -qual- 
ify resignation from the BHB. 

Peter Jones, at 55. is differ- 
ent. He’s a shrewdie but he lets 
you find that out for yourself. 
He doesn't even have a flashy 
handle. *Tve got a fairly anony- 
mous name," he says. “I’m re- 
ally an East European count 
with a double-barrelled sur- 
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■m 


Peter Jones: ‘I’m really an East European count with a double-barrelled surname, but it’s all part of my masterplan* 


name, but it’s all part of ray mas- 
terplan. 

“1 don’t seek or crave pub- 
licity. I'd swap a dozen inter- 
views for a good profit stream 
any day." 

The new chairman. let’s call 
him Peter, is enjoying himself. 
“It's been every bit as good as 
I anticipated it would be.” he 
says. “There’s a massive chal- 
lenge out there for the Tote. 
We've got an infintessimaJ share 
of the market. We’ve got a set 
of people working for the Tote 
who've become frustrated down 
the years chat they can’t fully ex- 
press themselves." 

This staff can be broken 
down into four compartments. 
There is Tbte Credit (the boys 
who now let you bet in more 
than coppers); Tote bookmak- 
ers, the shops recently swollen 
by the acquisition of premises 
from Ladbrokes; Tote Direct, 
the pool belting facility in rivals’ 


shops; and, perhaps most fa- 
mously. the racecourse pool it- 
self. All their ills will be 
scrutinised, though a common 
remedy has already been pre- 
pared. 

“The Tote has never re- 
garded marketing as being one 
of it’s main functions and the 
marketing department has been 
underfunded and under- 
manned," Jones says. “Most of 
what it’s got to do in the future 
has got to be marketing-led." 
This is not staggering news. Pe- 
ter Jones reached high station 
in the marketing and advertis- 
ing industry. If you're agin him 
you might call the man a num- 
ber cruncher. Pros will tell you 
he does his homework proper- 
ly. Like lots of business folk. 
Jones talks in a morse code of 
initials and acronyms. When he 
fust meets his family at the bath- 
room door each day probably 
the first thing he says is “GM". 


Jones is not just a Board- 
room Johnny, however. He 
knows his racing and likes to 
think he is a bit of a specialist 
at staying chasers, even though 
the best boise he has owned was 
the Catterick sprint specialist 
God’s Solution. He was even a 
member of the BHB. though 
that should not necessarily be 
held against him. 

Jones has been in the game 
long enough to form a view on 
what's wrong. “The sport has 
been very patchily marketed," 
he says. “Some racecourses - 
like Cheltenham and Good- 
wood - market themselves very 
well. But there are plenty who 
don't do a particularly good job. 
Marketing has Dever been very 
high up racecourses' list of pri- 
orities. Many racecourses don’t 
even look at marketing as an ex- 
penditure that can produce in- 
come. 

“It's a lack of understand- 


ing of the process. Most race- 
course managements, in mod- 
ern-day British terms, would be 
described as moribund. 

“They just haven't had the 
level of business experience 
which shows the cause and ef- 
fect of good marketing tech- 
niques. It’s a lack of education 
in the way of business." 

New marketing at the race- 
course will include beginner 
windows, where first-timers will 
not have a queue of foot-stamp- 
ing, impatient rhinos behind 
them. There will be high-roller 
windows too, as well as much lit- 
erature advertising Jones' pet 
subject, the exotic bets. 

Foremost among these is 
the new Superbet, which is now 
unlikely to be with us until 
March of 1999. Jones insists 
they must get the bet right, but 
that date seems an awfully long 
way away as the Lottery en- 
croaches further into the mind 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


as the only method to win big 
money. It now appears the 
favoured Superbet will be to 
guess the first six home in a tele- 
vised race each Saturday. “We 
want this pool to go up to £lm 
a week," Jones says. “And you 
won't get that habit established 
unless you get the right bet that 
people can get excited about 

“WiVe got to play up the big 
wins when they come along. 
We’ve got Frankie Dettori, who 
we’ll use to promote our prod- 
ucts and when people win big 
prizes, well be bringing Hankie 
out to present them. Whenev- 
er we've let Frankie loose to do 
work on the racecourse he’s al- 
ways been mobbed He’s a fan- 
tastic personality." 

Peter Jones himself does 
not want to be a personality. 
There are plenty though who 
believe he has embarked on 
what will be a fantastic term of 
office at the Tote. 



GREG WOOD 

THE A-Z 
OF BETTING 

S is for . . . 


Skulduggery: A splendid word 
w hich conjures up visions of the 
sort of Cockney ne’er-do-wells 
that Basil Rath bone used to tap 
for information in old Sherlock 
Holmes films, and encom- 


passes any of the (often imag- 
inary) crimes, coups and plots 
which give racing its unique al- 
lure. Doping, ringers, bribery, 
jockeys’ races (where the rid- 
ers work out beforehand who 
is going to win and adjust their 
bets accordingly) - all are part 
of the rich tapestry of the turf, 
or at any rate, that bit of it that 
finds its way into Dick Francis 
novels. In fact given the huge 
amount of cash which swills 
through the game, not to men- 
tion the inequality of its disy 
tribution. British racing is 
surprisingly straight. And while 
it would be naive to imagine 
that any more than a handful 
of the runners in a Fakenham 
novice hurdle are all that 
“busy", these days the jockeys 
do at least know that their ef- 
forts will be scrutinised by the 
nation’s punters on . . . 

SIS: Which flickered into life 
1 1 years ago. thanks to the ef- 
forts of the major bookmakers, 
who remain leading share- 


holders. The Jockey Gub, to its 
shame, seemed to regard the 
whole exercise as beneath its 
dignity and allowed them to gel 
on with it. which was a sin of 
omission to rank alongside its 
similar aloofness when off- 
course betting was legalised in 
the 1960s. Having saturated the 
domestic market within a cou- 
ple of years of its launch, SIS 
turned its attention to foreign 
markets, where a belief in the 
honesty of British racing is a 
major selling point with the 
punters, and it is now possible 
to watch the 130 from Newton 
Abbot in 41 different counties, 
from Antigua and Austria to 
India. Russia and Sri Lanka. 
Some of the profits find their 
way back to racing thanks to 
the broadcasting rights nego- 
tiated with racecourses and the 
dividends on the Racecourse 
Association's JO per cent 
shareholding, but rather less 
than would have been the case 
with a little more vision from 
the administrators. 


Systems: It is the very plausi- 
bility of the idea of a winning 
system which makes it so at- 
tractive to punters -and, more 
worryirgly. to bookmakers too. 
Everyone knows that horses are 
at least vaguely predictable, 
while a year’s racing pro- 
gramme runs to several thou- 
sand races, and it is hard not to 
believe that somewhere in that 
great mass of statistical data, 
there is not a set of rules for 
finding bets which will lead to 
an inevitable profit. Tbe prob- 
lem with this logic is that the 
most important variable is the 
starting price of the selections, 
some thing which it Is almost im- 
possible to predict with accu- 
racy. Yet while a foolproof 
system is the stuff of dreams and 
dodgy small ads. a systematic 
approach to betting is part of 
the discipline which all the best 
punters possess. For instance, 
a refusal ever to back a horse 
at less than 5-2 is the sort of rule 
which can make the difference 
between profit and loss. 


Steepen A winning bet which 
has gone unclaimed, for reasons 
of amnesia, death, or sheer 
unforgivable laziness. Most 
bookies will pay on any valid slip 
no matter bow long after the 
event it is presented, although 
sleeping Tote bets are added to 
the annual payment to racing af- 
ter five years. A couple of years 
ago, for instance, a man walked 
into a branch of Wiliam Hill 
with a sheaf of 1,700 winning 
slips dating back the best part 
of a decade and worth £11300. 
Stranger stiff, he frequented tbe 
shop on a daily basis, but 
claimed that be was always so 
busy working out his next set of 
selections that be had no time 
to get any cash back from tbe 
last In practice, of course, very 
few bets which go to sleep for 
a year or two will ever wake up 
again. The bookmakers are a lit- 
tle coy about just bow much the 
unclaimed winnings amount 
ta no doubt because of worries 
thau since it is not strictly 
speaking theirs, someone might 


suggest a better borne for the 
cash than one of their high- 
interesi bank accounts. 

Smoke: Not everyone in Britain 
who spends time in a betting 
shop is a 60-a-day smoker - it 
just feels that way. And feel is 
often the operative word, as 
punters try to find their way to- 
wards the betting window 
through a thick fug which de- 
fies even 20-20 vision. Anyone 
would think that extractor fans 
were a cutting-edge technolo- 
gy beyond tbe reach of betting- 
shop owners, but those who 
would prefer to place a bet with- 
out inviting a hike in their life- 
assurance premiums may have 
to rely on the EC for salvation. 
Brussels is pondering a direc- 
tive on working conditions 
which could open tbe way for 
cashiers to sue employers who 
do not provide a snoke-free en- 
vironment. Then again, since 
the cashiers are often the most 
devoted puffers, do not bold 
whatever breath you have left. 


CATTERICK 

HYPERION 

1.10 Noorari 1.40 Forestal 2.10 Fassan 2.40 
Danbys Gorse 3.15 Bufcdale 3.45 Be Brave 
4.15 Coolatw __ 


arvfw to causa AOUJSSKW^CT = 

22S9 (under Ve tree Into al Bnctosuwt CAR »RK. Fteservw 

Q.JE mwi v Morgan 042 P3 8%J Hn SSmttlMBjOMI 

• lEaEEg 

trcWL A S Smith 13-72 f»i *)■ * J**** ** 


BETTING.' 4-1 Ooe Stop. 5-1 Erfesfn, Lord of Th* Rtafft 1 1-2 Nooran. 
8-1 ttatcHcs Lady, 10-1 Dntradonna. 12-1 sung* Another Pkaa, Re- 
gal Jest, 16-1 other* 

p. W o l bedale NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
I 1 I £4,000 added 2m 

1 42&-0 HAII NEGGS pSJ (DJ M Hanmond 7 11 9 HGBrtty 

2 64P6 AMCHERABBt«FW»phy67i3 - * ®on* 

3 04-520 FORSSTALWWJHo«ortJc#rsonfiJ13 . — BHardtag 

4 NB4 HABFDECEKTtEejMrsMRwebyT'nV- -- gWem 

5 MSP® HICKSONS CHCKCE 05) J Rtefc ti H 3 - ~ ■ -A*** 

6 3P- BfiJSTAMfT {286) Mrs M Fte«t1ey 8 71 3 

7 OS umf TUSKAflOTl} N Mason 8 11 3 - — _ "Pe g 

ft m-4 LORD FORTUNE (69) (D) M h«Trncrd8 T1 3 idrC Benner P) 
q Q2PQU SKIARSSTALKBt^KD) WsASwrtart. DH3 J Supple 

-B teetered- _ 

BETTING: 2-1 Ham NEggs. 5-2 ForattN.4-1 Herftfecert. 7-1 Lcrt) Fortue. 
8-1 S8ta* SteAm, 12-1 Apache Ratdec 16-1 haiStenB. 20-1 olliai* 


7 I>5351 DANBYS GORSE 08) JJetteisan 8 HO _P«een 

8 03-31 SIRS*: (29) S Bel 8 11 0 N&teth 

9 -341M1 FERN LEADER (17) COM 8 till RMc&*h<3)B 

0 4&65P HEAVEMXOTCENniC!)) JGhdSteOOtl.SKsidtagfi 

11 2ZS2- TtCO QOLB (29S) (05) Mr* J Brown .Gttmney 

C 235-2B GOLD PIGEON (44) (CD) 8 Rnhwal 9 07 BSuny 

Q Z«3C KARENASTlNO{29)(CO)lto$SfTl9i7tl4..RWMBOn<5) 

14 60-33P DBSE MARSHALL (38) J tttete D til .ASSmMi 

6 P4PM MUMUKEE (23) T Eawngton 9 ti 0 -DPartcer 

- 15 teetered - 

Urwnum mwfit 103 foe haraScap w^r Sa 84- 

BETT1NG: 5-1 WMer Bate, 6-1 Slreric 7-1 Danbys Gone, Fern Loader, 
B-1 Peruvian Gale. Rte Top, Hag'S Way. Karenaaflno, 14-1 others 


4F-344 BE BRAVE (2S) T Stercgkxi 8 n 2 

530C DESHTT BRAVE (28) Mrs S Sndfi 8 T1 2 . 


3.15 


SWALE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 3m If 110yds 
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G) £ 2^00 added 2m 
. 1 nano salmgsi — 
4..44BO HHC0UW(Z3)tP).»fa»A.^ , ? flfl — 


SRyai 

E Ho»hacd V 

JJertdneW 


ilg 

i raSf---" 
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umuBi MW 071 R IftMter 6 1 
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&-RWQ2 OWE STOP ^^TtioIirZZG F Rf* 

-j-ow JoSSS.»««we^*»’5»o — - yjsn 


ttOTF Htt PHU (38) H ^ 

i flPPO POUR WWW NWSB 1 *®* 10 

teu*u BEGAS.jESr?a)0*A4 1H Y®® 0 


_U7law 
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LEYBURN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
. E) £3,000 added 2m 

1 30-52B CBtnURBgRBSO4(CD)Aaeasr6P0.CllcCaiMA|5) 

Z 60-38 BRAWBLB WAY (81) (D) (BY) WatlRawteyfl 11 9 PNhwn 
3 3M-4 KALL&SffAlLS (25) L Lirxjo ti II 6 -- - - WPoqengfT) 

A 4-0322 FASSAN PS (8F) M Harnmcndfl U 1 ROmtey 

5 4363F3 C0NTBARREp1)AVW*re8ll1 . - - BHrtJ 

6 344P2 c«nC»E8DaCEP^»HaiwrtSPtt. 

7 ai-4P TANSEEQ OS (CO) M Meaner 7 ti n - - .D oyme 

8 65WF WSH»Y(USA)W(D)MssAacte«9titi. —<■**"»» 

n 0005 SLEH'T RfVSt (ZZ) (D) J J ONM 7 C 6 j Cooper 

O S6354 MBISHAAH (USA) (2S ) L Ury Bd .. - --JRSoppte 
n P3CH) COURT JOXEH (8) H AtafAr 6 ti 8 - 

C PS® UR EGLANTINE (85QA&1* 6 tit> - .HHocwdaP) 

M*un wptt lost True Awdfcsp «(tc Ur » ® _ 

BETONGcM Feaatei. 5-1 Conwara, 1 1-2 Wiela^felM Cteterine « 

CMfce, 7-1 Centate-Eipw. 8-1 BranOitea Way. Uenshaar. 12-1 othera 

leem ing HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
E) £5,000 added 3m K 110yds 

2 ’Sa “"jSSSS 

] S SS5S£^ffltt»saih9iis" RJJJ 

5 P4-2P5 RATTOP(25)UWE a SBtY7H5 -- - " ^ 

B tJP/53 HAffSWWffl H5xW®8H 2 ClWortWW 


2.40 


1 2 -2211 BMKDALE (2S) L Lungo 7 n ti . R Supple 

2 3-25« GALBI W (BF) Mrs M (tewefcy 7 11 4 . .. ...PNNen 

3 5P-G3 GL9B0WBT (29) U KamroidG 11 4 .. Ur C Bonner (3) 

4 4-1R OLD HUSH WflHG (F19I (BF) P Hasiam 5 h 4 ....At Foster 

5 030405 ALIAS CHUBB (48) t*5 S Siah 7 ti 8 . . - ....H Guest 

6 0 «U.TVEGAS(S7)M^A1taqhsnTtie...lteTJBaRy(n 

7 3006- B0UN0T0H0N0UR (318) JHJonrson 6tiC ._A5Sm*h 

8 4058 COME ON EBJSH (37) J Upson 5 0 8. . . WDowtng 

9 COOKH) BREAKFAST J Brten ti ti 8 UUotonoy 

O 4ft' EPICA (W73) F Uiprry 7 CB GFByen(^ 

11 FARFARMLADJ^tmonGtiC 0 Byrne 

8 1-0 ronRESTTRSE(S8VUrteBTOti5 0e .RGantof 

13 LOOO HANSB.'S STREAK (243) F IknaEP 6 0 12 . JCaflegfon 

14 LANACAR LAIC i*d ASw»t»rt 6 ti C ... J Supple 

a 58 HAS1S? WOOD 85) C Grant 7 ti 8 . RUeGiteh(3) 

C F OVER WE UA5TER (26) J Hmanl .Mreai 6 ti O i) Patter 
17 U271/P 5HWING FOUNTAIN (29) D U Fnrste 8 0 8.. . -BStOTy 

« pip- 5 auyper(29jCPa®oiaci2 . . . NBeraiey 

e 2 TINDLES DBLE (29) U Tottuter 6 ti It - C UcCwmaefc (5) 
3) CP 9USHWU1S (78) P lAnagf! 5 1) ? - NHorroda(7) 

SI 4F/S GYPSYRACE(25)UWEastertiy8ti7. . JUSdaUyP) 
ZZ DOCMO OUR CAROL (23) J Fortes 6 ti T SRyanIS) 

23 P4= uOflE CASTLES (25) G A Haver 7 ti 7 . B Harthg 

-23dedand- 

BETTWG: 4-1 TWtes BMe. 5-1 BbWSie, 11-2 Old Hosli Wing. 6-1 Glen- 

boML 8-1 Galen, Forres Trttm, 10-1 Gypsy Race. 12*1 others 


.JjPertH 
-BGite 

3HC OGBAL LEGEM) (42) Jlteean Jornscr Bti S^B Hradng 

6 R5G23 BROADWATOTBOy(2^UHammandOt)CHrCBo*er(3) 

7 0-833 BOY20HTOO«tAm)WSt3ray6tiB MMolonsy 

8 «31 CORBLHI (24) (CO) S Bale t)8 NSstih 

9 3PP62 DRAGONS BAY (2^ Mrs M Ftewley 9 tiG J’NHen 

ti 43-fPP DANTES AMOUR p5) E Afean 7 ti 4 LCuwtens(S) 

n 20P-S1 ARTHUR BEE pe (C) B BoueteU TI ti4_CI4eCoras«i p) 

8 3MFS2 USIALDt (24) P Cneeacugh 8 ti 2. JLSSndBi 

□ P43P0- ANOTHER CONKTT PLeeflBZ QKop8n(3) 

HPOP&P UATACHON (23) MEmtl BtiO JSWffc 

6 34U-50 MRBU7K} (S)MBames5tiO STbytor(5) 

-ISdedarsd- 

WirnuirTOK Two Handicap we^tc tbnehon 9M Cb, UrBnm M 5& 
BETTWG; 9-2 Dragon Bay, 5-1 Desen Brave, 114 Cocttoa, 134 Gtob- 
al Legend, 7-1 lirwn Glory. Be Brae* 0-1 Stage Right, 1M afters 


4.15 


CATTERICK MAIDEN NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m 

BIROTEX BOV C Gran &n ti GUe 

5 COOLAW (4Q F lArpPy 5 H ti MrPUwphy(7) 

GUS CUNNINGHAM IK II HMiey 6 11 W..JH Henfag t cn (7) 
tCCKLfr OANCER W IfcKaoan G n ti — C UcConndk (5) 

600 JUSTUKEJBIfTG} JLHteia711 ti UGilBBls(7) 

RHJSWAV N Mason 7 H ti GFRyan(5) 

SYLCAN EXPRES5 C Grant 5 n ti_„. F Leahy (3) 

0 COJ4ARAMI(2S) IKSSnVthSII 5 UrJSavSto(7) 

2 FU/TTBSY LADY (17) L LuigoSn 5 WDowfng (7) 

00 GBI OF HOLIY (81) RVbcd511 5 MrCMuOHfl 

4 KAJLAH SCAMP (B1)J Fortes 5 Tl 5 SRyan® 

LADVAFflSt JBrtoQ7 n 5 UrRfteh 

RAPBtBACK WWTBtG Wing H 5 Slhkeeep) 

00 SWlFTiy SLPREIC (75) T Cutfben 5 TJ 5. AN T DaddedA {7} 

2 THORTERDWES IASS pi) AlMiaares n 5 BHaihg 

TWPMG1MA W Storey 5 H 5 RllcGrahp) 

00 WOODY SCUD P8)J Pictenng 6 11 S 08tarovo(5) 

uwonrouTtaB4C8 j.cwp«(i) 


ROCKT MY BOY lks 5 Srnoi 4 a 8 . . 
AUHAW M w EsstBby4 07 


R WHdreonp) 
..PUdBtoyP) 


- - ^-l SEAMER NOVICES’ HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,500 added 2m 3f 

1 1031 u MINSTER GLORY (28) (C) M W Essterty 7 n ti R Gontty 

2 S«P STAGE FRIGHT (3) FIMjfy 711 2 


M Foster 


AI4BYFMiagh4ti7 NHoroett(7) 

-21 ikdrawl- 

BETTING; 1t-4 CootBK 74 FUtertty Lady, M Thorterdykee less, 7-1 
Gus Ce ntegl— . 10-1 Kafan Bcanyi 16-1 Bbnteoi Boy. . fcrarte a jVn . Syl- 
can Express, Ate-tady, 20-1 cthem 


There is a good chance we will 
see the future Champion Hur- 
dle winner this weekend. Col- 
lier Bay and Reiked continue 
their fitness programming for 
the Festival at Haydock, while 
Istabraq attempts a ninth suc- 
cessive victory in tomorrow’s 
AIG Europe Champion Hurdle 
at Leopardstown. 

Istabraq may be favourite 
for hurdling's Blue Riband but 
the portents are not with him. 
No winner of the Royal SuuAl- 
liance Hurdle has gone on to 
success in the seniors’ champi- 
onship. 

Yet if popular support 
counts for anything the six- 
year-old is already on tbe 
throne with his crown at a jaun- 
ty angle. Istabraq was popular 
enough last March, when be 
landed odds of 6-5 at the Fes- 
tival to reward his tired and 
emotional supporters. There 
will be tears ag ain tomorrow af- 
ternoon if. as the form book in- 
sists he must, he wins again. 

The Flat-bred horse was 
originally bought for JP Mc- 
Manus by John Durkan. who 
was to have trained the pur- 
chase. The fates, however, had 
something else in min d for 
Durkan. His death this week 
from leukaemia makes tomor- 
row’s a particularly poignant 
evenL Cockney Lad and Tbe- 
atreworld are good horses in 
their own right, but Istabraq 
should cany on the flame. 

Haydock's Champion Hur- 
dle Trial is virtually indistin- 
guishable from Parkinson , as 
some old, forgotten figures are 
invited bade on centre stage. 
Dato Star has been off for over 
a year, while Indefence, the 
1 996 Supreme Novices’ Hurdle 
winner, is dosing in on a two- 
year absence. 

The finish, though, should 
concern two horses who fought 
oat the Bula Hurdle at Chel- 
tenham last month. Relkeel 
won that day, but the revised 
weights suggest it is the turn of 
Collier Bay (1.15) now, espe- 
cially as he has the soft ground 
so imperative for him. The 
1996 Champion has been work- 
ing well and his stable is in good 
form. 

The Long Distance Hurdle 
also has the appearance of a 
Festival semi-fin aL Everyone 
seems to think Paddy's Return 
(2.15) is home, hosed and 
changed for the Stayers’ fol- 
lowing his win in Ascot's Long 
Wdk Hurdle, but Ocean Hawk, 
who won this race 12 months 


ago, and Mighty Moss, will 
make sure he docs not flounce 
around. 

Martin Pipe has represen- 
tatives in both the day’s big races 
and his runner in the Peter 
Marsh Chase at Newton-le- 
Willows is Eudipe. Spectators 
should not be surprised if a Pipe 
horse emerges with spectacular 
new gear in the bear future. Tbe 
research and development unit 
at Pond House were doubtless 
fascinated by the Speed Mask 
unveiled at the World Swim- 
ming Championships this week 
as they too have innovations in 
mind. 

“Martin is always looking at 
ways to improve, any way to get 
another winner," Chester 
Barnes, the trainer's assistant, 
said. “Ai the moment he’s look- 
ing at new designs to streamline 
a jockey’s helmet and a way of 
making saddles so the wind 
doesn’t get under them.” 

The wind will be getting up 
Pipe's opponents at Haydock to- 
day, when Simply Dashing is 
among the rivals. Tun Easter- 
by’s gelding is gpod, but he is un- 
proven at this trip and also in 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Eudipe 
(Haydock 1.45) 

NB: Nahrawali 
(Kempton 3.10) 

the ground. Hvo out of three is 
too bad in this company. 

Earth Summit marks quite 
easily, as does his jockey, Tbm 
Jenks, judging by his wounding 
of another horse at Huntingdon 
on Wednesday. The partnership 
has place prospects. The winner 
though should be EUDIPE (nap 
1.45), who was third in the 
Hennessy Gold Cup last No- 
vember as a five-year-old. He 
must be improving. 

Al Kempton, Pipe saddles 
Doctoor in tbe feature race, the 
Lanzarote Handicap Hurdle. 
The ones to consider here how- 
ever are Nahrawali (next best 
3.10)and Alabang. who has his 
first run for Julie Camacho, 
since she took over the licence 
from her retired father, Mau- 
rice. They were second and 
third respectively in the 
Sandown handicap hurdle won 
by Major Jamie and tbe three 
directly behind have all won 
since. 

Ttoo others with more lenient 
challenges than they have faced 
recently are Kadastrof (Z35) 
and Monks Soitam (3.40). 

- Richard Edmondson 


Earth Summit ready 
to hit peak form 


The former National Hunt jockey 
Steve Smith Eccles (right) gives a 
runner-by runner analysis of today's 
Peter Marsh Chase at Haydock. 



Banjo: Useful chaser who 
holds a leading chance. 

Earth Summit: Won the 
Welsh National at Chepstow 
and is sure to run a big race 
here. The only question mark 
is the trip, which is five fur- 
longs shorter. But if the 
ground is heavy his stamina 
will stand him in good stead. 

Eudipe: Ran a good race to 
finish third behind Suny Bay 
in the Hennessy Cognac 
Gold Cup. An improv ing six- 
year-old who has a good 
chance of reaching tbe frame. 

General Wolfe: His jumping 
lets him down in really com- 
petitive events like this one 
so the General is not one to 
rely on. 

Go Ballistic: Had a good 
season last year but has 
shown veiy little form since 
to suggest be can figure here. 

Harwell Lad: Last season’s 
Whitbread Gold Cup winner 
has a mind of his own. re- 
fusing to jump on his reap- 
pearance and then downing 
tools on his latest outing One 
to avoid! 

Indian Thicker: Better suit- 
ed to this trip alter fading to 
finish fifth behind Earth 
Summit in the Welsh Na- 


tional. I can’t see hbn re- 
versing the form but he could 
run well. 

Nahtben Lad: A good horse 
on bis day who will appreci- 
ate the soft ground. Not a 
definite runner, he may be 
rerouted to Ascot on Friday. 
If he does go to Haydock, he 
should strip fitter for his 
recent run. 

Simply Dashing: In fine form 
this season, winning at 
Wetherby and then taking the 
First National Bank Chase at 
Ascot. He was below par in 
the Iripleprint Gold Cup, 
however, and may not han- 
dle the soft conditions over 
three energy-sapping miles. 

Strath Royal: A grand old 
horse who has already won 
four times this term. He was 
beaten at Wetherby last week 
when he ran out of steam on 
unsuitably sticky ground. If it 
is heavy at Haydock the con- 
ditions will not suit him. 

Conclusion: I expect EARTH 
SUMMIT to gun down his 
rivals in the closing stages. 
Martin Pipe's pair, Eudipe 
and Indian Hacker, have 
bags of stamina and won’t be 
far away but Earth S ummi t 
should get the upper hand on 
the run-in, particularly if the 
ground is soft. 
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Silly Cup songs and why everyone is putting their shirts 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


ON THE 
FA CUP AND 
THE FAME 
FACTOR 


FA Cup runs are a bit like fam- 
ily Christmases - certain tra- 
ditions must be observed 

And this week Stevenage 
Borough, the non-Leaguers 
who meet Newcastle in to- 
morrow’s fourth round, have 
served up traditional Cup fere 
with all the trimmings. (Sony, 
l forgot to honour another lit- 
tle Cup tradition there - 
Mighty Newcastle). 

The inhabitants of ihe Hert- 
fordshire New Town have re- 
acted with time-honoured 
fervour to the progress of their 
represen la rives, who have al- 
ready disposed of two Nation- 
wide League sides, Cambridge 
United and Swindon Town, en 
route to tomorrow's momen- 
tous collision. 

The number of home mas- 
cots who will accompany Boro 


Bear around the ground on the 
day of the big match has had 
to be pegged to four. Mean- 
while the club's merchandising 
operation has gone bonkers. 

“If it’s red and white and it 
says Stevenage Borough it’s 
selling itself at the moment,” 
said the club’s dazed commer- 
cial manager, Clive Abrey. “It 
has been unbelievable." 

Scarves? Two years’ supply 
gone in three weeks. Barmy 
Army versus Tbon Army 
sweatshirts? Couldn’t get 
enough on the stalls. 

And the man who makes 
the replica team shirts ran out 
of material Before he did, at 
least two dozen had gone north 
east to satisfy the demands of 
Sunderland and Middles- 
brough fans, for reasons one 
can only speculate over... 


In years to come, those fans 
will re-disco ver their unpre- 
possessing white-with-fimny- 
red-diagonal-slripe purchases, 
and wonder. Why did I bother? 

They too are part of the 
great tradition, spiritually akin 
to the Crystal Palace fans who 
lumbered themselves with fe- 
doras which replicated those 
worn by their flamboyant man- 
ager Malcolm Allison during 
the 1976 Cup run to the semi- 
finals. Or the Brighton fans 
who, in misguided tribute, pur- 
chased versions of the white 
disco-dancing shoes favoured 
by their twinkle-toed manager 
Timmy Melia as the Seagulls 
made their way to the 1983 FA 
Cup final. 

But if these strange quirks 
represent the crackling, roast 
potatoes and brussets sprouts 


of the Cup-run repast, there is 
no mistaking the traditional 
turkey - the club song. 

You don’t expect much of a 
football song. Not melody. Not 
wit Not even settle. But you do 
expect rhyme. 

“Blue is the colour, football 
is the game, we’re all togeth- 
er, and winning is our aim." It’s 
a midfield workhorse, it gets up 
and down. As does this: “Good 
old Arsenal we’re proud to sing 
that name. While we sing this 
song we'll win the game." 

Well, perhaps that one 
shouldn't be dignified with the 
title of workhorse. You can’t 
deny, though, that ir rhymes. So 
fine, we know where we stand. 

Three Lions confused the is- 
sue for a while, being a song 
which combined a recognisable 
tune with something scarily 


and scarves on Stevenage 


dose to real feeling. But in the 
footballing canon, it stood out 
like Alberto Tfcraatmi at Birm- 
ingham City. 

In the country of the foot- 
balling anthem, one-eyed or- 
thodoxy is all And the ditty 
currently being played on every 
local radio station within a 100 
mile radius of Stevenage fits 
nicely into the landscape - give 
or take a little local variation. 

“We’re so proud to be the 
crowd, Who are going to shout 
it loud, Stevenage- Stevenage- 
Stevenage, we’re loud and 
proud." Nevermind the Three 
Lions, feel those three rhymes. 

It's very much the anthem in 
form. But then...perplesing- 
ly— this “Newcastle or Swindon 
Town, No one's going to shout 
us down. Boro, Boro, Boing-bo- 
ing-boing, You’re the boys that's 


iways going to make us sing. 

As Hamlet once lamented, 
faat a falling, off was there. 
Vby, I wondered, couldn’t it 
ave been ‘bing-bing-bingT 
ame difference — still mean- 
igjess-buta ihyme with sing? 

I turned for explanation to 
ae man responsible for the 
rords and music of Hertfbr- 
ture’s fastest moving new en- 
y, the Stevenage Borough 
nn ounce r, Andrew Green. 

And the answer was that 
rhen Stevenage are on the at- 
ick, their supporters tike to 
ing - to the tune of Guan- 
mamera, naturally — "Boing in 
minute, we’re going to boing 
i a minute—" Or sometimes, 
jr no apparent reason, they 
.ct tn an: “Borne boinc 


from? Someone at the club 

thought it had something to do 

with West Bromwich Albion. 
Wbat does it mean, exactly? No 
one knows. Ah, the inane mys- 
tery of it alL. 

When Mr Green is not 
transmitting his voice across 
Broadhafl Way he is an inde- 


— 

also presented Radio Three's In 

Tune programme, featuring 
everything from Mozart and 
Beethoven to Baqainin Britten 
and \feugfaan Wjniams. 

It would be nice to think 
some of the classical influ- 
ences had carried over into his 
most recent enterprise - and it 
would also be quite wrong. 

How long, I asked, bad the 
whole thing taken him to com- 
pose? “About half an bour," he 
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Elway seeks the ring 
of ultimate approval 


A three-time loser is 
pulling in the sympathy 
vote for tomorrow’s 
showdown on the 
gridiron. Nick Hailing 
reports from San Diego. 

In the ruthlessly professional 
business of sport in the United 
States, there is little place for 
sentiment. That is particularly 
true at the Super Bovd, where 
the winners are feted as con- 
quering champions, while the 
losers are left to slink home as 
best they can under a doak of 
anonymity. 

The unforgiving emptiness 
of defeat in the big game is 
something Denver's quarter- 
back, John Elway, has experi- 
enced three times during a 
long and illustrious career. On 
Sunday, he feces the prospect 
of another painful loss as his 
Broncos take on the defending 
champions, the Green Bay 
Backers, in Super Bowl XXXTL 
Few people are giving the 37- 
year-old Elway much hope - 
the bookmakers have installed 
the Packers as 12- point 
favourites - but there is little 
doubt that should he somehow 
confound the naysayers. El- 
way’s achievement will be 
bailed as one of the most 
be&rl-warming stories in the 
history of the game. 

Elway has achieved so 
much since joining the Bron- 
cos 15 years ago, that few 
would begrudge him his title. 
Even the Packers’ head coach, 
Mike Holmgren, has sensed 
the mood of Lhe nation. “I 
think a lot of people are going 
to root for John Elway," he 
said. “I have coached quar- 
terbacks all my life, and it’s not 
often you get a chance to be 
around a player like John. 
He’s done so much that I ful- 
ly understand the sentiment to- 
wards him ." 

With his decade and a half 
of unbroken service, and with 


an unblemished record away 
from the gridiron. Elway is 
seen as the embodiment of ail 
that is good in the game. It is a 
far cry from when he entered 
the league in 1983. By virtue of 
possessing the poorest record in 
the NFL that year, the feeble 
Baltimore Colts announced 
their intention to select the ex- 
citing youngster from Stanford 
University in the annual colle- 
giate draft Elway promptly an- 
nounced that he had no 
intention of joining a bunch of 
losers like the Colts, threaten- 
ing instead to pursue a promis- 
ing baseball career with the New 

York Yankees. 

Eventually a compromise 
was reached, Elway joining the 
Bronoos. Baltimore being com- 
pensated with a collection of 
draft picks. In hindsight, his de- 
cision was a sound one (the 
Colts again finished with the 
worst record this season) but 
traditionalists were outraged. 
You went where you were 
drafted: the young upstart's 
arrogance threatened the very 
fabric of the game. 

In the intervening years, all 
has been foigiven and forgotten. 
In a game obsessed with statis- 
tics, Elway 1 s achievements are 
easy to measure. Second only to 
Miami's Dan Marino in career 
passing yards (48,669): second 
in total offence (51,982); and 
fifth in career touchdown pass- 
es with 278. He has generated 
44 game saving drives, more 
than any other quarterback in 
history: be has completed a re- 
markable 12 3,000-yard passing 
seasons, and is one of only two 
players to rush for over 3,000 
and pass for over 40,000 yards 
in his career. 

Yet against these numbers 
must be set the facr that Elway 
took his team to the champi- 
onship game in three years out 
of four 'in the late 1980s and was 
found wanting every time. The 
New York Giants beat the 
Broncos 39-20 in Super Bowl 
XXL the Washington Redskins 


overwhelmed them 42-10 a year 
later, and in Super Bowl XXIV, 
the ultimate humiliation, a 
55-10 loss to San Francisco, the 
most lopsided scoreline in 
Super Bowl history. Elway' s 
personal tally from the three dis- 
asters: 46 completions from 
101 pass attempts, two touch- 
downs and six interceptions. 

“John’s problem is that he’s 
been babied by everybody," 
said the former quarterback 
Terry Bradshaw, a four-time 
winner with Pittsburgh, follow- 
ing the San Francisco dfib&cle. 
“Is he a great quarterback? 
No, he's very good, but he’s too 
inconsistent He has to get bet- 
ter emotionally." 

“lime has eased some of the 
pain, but it was really rough go- 
ing through it at the time ," 
Elway said. Tm not as good a 
player physically now, but I’m 
a better quarterback mentally. 
I don’t take as many chances 
with the ball as I used to, and 
I'm making better derisions. Ex- 
perience makes up for a lot of 
things.” 

What it cannot compensate 
for is the quality of the opposi- 
tion, and in Green Bay, Elway 
faces another daunting chal- 
lenge. Led by the defensive 
end Reggie White, the Packers 
boast an uncompromising de- 
fence which effectively shut 
down Thmpa Bay and San Fran- 
cisco in the play-offs, and wiU 
be confident of delivering a sim- 
ilar fate to the Broncos. 

The pre-game talk has been 
dominated not by the Packers 
and their quest to defend their 
title, but by whether an older, 
wiser quarterback can grab 
what might be his last chance 
at immortality. Elway, a 
smooth, experienced media 
operator, has been saying all 
the right tilings, putting the 
game into perspective, and 
saying how it pales into in- 
significance alongside his feel- 
ings for his wife and four 
children. 

However, he understands 



that in this win-at-all-costs 
business, Elway risks being la- 
belled as the man who could 
not win the one that mat- 
tered. And in one of the most 
revealing moments of an oth- 
erwise predictable week, he 


was asked if he would trade his 
individual accomplishments 
for one Super Bowl ring. The 
answer was immediate. “Yes. 
In a heartbeat." On Sunday, a 
nation will be hoping it hap- 
pens. 


Looking for a winning way: John Elway has 
to lose the tag of a quarterback who canot 
win the big one if he is to acquire greatness. 
He may have his last chance tomorrow 
when the his Denver Broncos take on the 
Green Bay Packers. Photograph: Allsport 


History and 
Favre dog 
underdogs 

History and current form suggest that Green 
Bay will prove too strong for the Denver 
Broncos, but the underdogs are not without 
hope, and if they can keep die Packers in their 
si ghts going intp the second bait an upset 
in Super Bowl XXXH is a possibility. 

If the Broncos manage to execute a flaw- 
less game, they stand evety chance. In their 
running back Tfcrrell Davis, they have a play- 
ex who pounded out L700 yards during the 
season. Containing Davis wiH be crucial for 
the Packers, and much will depend on the fit- 
ness of defensive tackle Gilbert Brown. When 
he is healthy. Green Bay are notoriously dif- 
ficult to run a gainst, but Brown has been 
slowed .by an ankle injury in recent weeks. 

“The key for us to win is to just play our 
game." said the Packers* formidable defen- 
sive end, Reggie White. “If we don’t, this 

Denver team will definitely beat us. They are 
capable of beating anybody." Should Davis 
fail to impose himself on the contest, the 
Broncos could lose heavily. In contrast, the 
Backers have an arsenal of .offensive weapon- 
ry at their disposal, sufficient to keep the best 
prepared defence off balance, ' 

Their quarterback, Brett Rrvre, is guilty of 
occasional lapses in concentration, but no one 
can match bis capacity to create something out 
of nothing. His primary targets, Robert 
Brooks and Antonio Freeman, are both po- 
tential match-winners, while in tight end 
Mark Qmnna, the Packers have a sure-hand- 
ed, reliable performer. When they run the ball 
Dorsey Levens is effective behind the pim- 
ishing blocks of full-back William Henderson. 

“Everybody knows about Green Bay’s of- 
fense, those guys are just explosive,’’ said the 
Broncos' cornerback, Ray Crockett. “They 
can make big plays any time, and they have 
the best quarterback in the game.” 

In theNational Football League, size mat- 
ters, and it is at the line of scrimmage that 
the tadkers enjoy a b% advantage. Green Bay’s 
offensive front will look to dominate their 
tighter, faster opponents- If they are successful 
Rivre will have the time he needs to ran riot. 

Denver's quarterback, John Elway, will 
need time too, a commodity likely to be in 
short supply should the Packers utilise the 
power of White and the speed of the line- 
backers Seth Joyner and Brian Williams. 

In four previous Super Bowl attempts, 
Denver have never come dose to victory. In 
contrast, the Packers have yet to taste defeat, 
and have compiled an NFL record 12 cham- 
pionships in their distinguished history. Tb- 
morrow evening in southern California. 13 
looks like being unlucky for the Broncos. 

- Nick Haffing, San Diego 


Beachley rises to high priestess 


in the temple of machismo 


Time was when Hawaii’s 
big waves were only for 
the big boys. Now, when 
the surf is high, it’s the 
babes who are no longer 
content just to decorate 
the beach. 

“You're out?" Ken Bradshaw 
once scathingly exclaimed in 
the line-up at Waimea Bay, 
“Then Tm going in - it must be 
too small!” He happened to be 
addressing Banzai Betty (Bet- 
ty Depoliro, now a surf-video 
producer) at the time - almost 
a decade ago "but it could have 
been just about apy woman. 

Women were chicks and 
they belonged on the beach, 
certainly not at the temple of 
machismo that is the Bay. The 
realm of big-wave riding used 
to be more exclusive than the 
Catholic Church where women 
were concerned, more phallo- 
centric than football. 

It is a measure of how much 
the whole scene has evolved that 
Bradshaw - Bradshaw “the 


Monk", the guardian of ortho- 
doxy - is now not just consort- 
ing with Layne Beachley, but 
actually surfing with her at big 
Wairnea. Beachley, admittedly, 
has just taken the inaugural 
women's Triple Crown title (for 
the best aggregate result in a trio 
of contests around, the North 
Shore), winning the Quiksitver 
Roxy Pro at Sunset Beach and 
moving up to the No 2 spot in 
the world rankings. 

Beachley, 25, from Sydney, 
has made the North Shore her 
second home. Although lisa 
Andersen, from Florida, has 
taken the world title for>the 
fourth time in a row and is gen- 
erally described as "ripping like 
a guy”, it is Beachley who has 
been earning the respect for her 
performances, specifically in big 
waves. The Roxy was contested 
in &- 12ft surf with most of 
Beachicy’s rivals clamouring to 
call it off “No girls surf Sunset,” 
she said, “so it was easy for me." 

So far there is not a single 
woman's name on the list of in- 
vitees for the Eddie Aikau con- 
test (20ft minimum waves), but 
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Beachley could ultimately be the 
one. “Tm not ready for 20- 
plus,” she said when I spoke to 
her at the Coffee Gallery in 
Haleiwa after a dawn patrol with 
Bradshaw. “I warn m be m a con- 
trol situation - not a survival sit- 
uation.” But she is credited 
with being the ouly woman out 
in 15-18 feeL 


She ate the kind of hearty 
breakfast that might have test- 
ed Desperate Dan: a “surf 
bum” burrito followed by a waf- 
fle and not one but two yogurt 
“cups" (bucket would be more 
apt) piled high with fruit and 
granola. 

Had there been a cow pie on 
the menu she would have had 
that too. The last person I came 
across to bum calories on this 
scale was Greg LeMond on the 
Tour de France. And the surf- 
ing circuit is not so much a pro- 
longed holiday f as most people 
fondly imagine), but more like 
a year-long world-wide epic of 
endurance and stamina. 

There is a small but signif- 
icant presence of iron women 
on the North Shore. Out of 300 
lifeguards on the island of 
Oahu only live arc women. On 
the North Shore there is only 
one: Sue Stewart from Hunt- 
ington Beach on the West 
Coast, a real-life Baywaich 
babe who could outpower 
David Hasselhof in the water 
let alone Pamela Anderson. 

When she is not pulling 


3001b, 6ft 5 in Oklahoma farm- 
ers out of the rip in 8ft Pipeline, 
she dives off a 40ft rock at 
Waimea Falls for fun. 

She was working the Bay the 
day Donnie Solomon died in 20- 
plus waves. “He tried to duck- 
dive under a three-wave seL But 
he got turned over and we saw 
him gp down. But tty the time 
we got to him there was just too 
much water and sand in his 
lungs,” Stewart said, “There’s 
nothing worse than watching 
someone go down - and you 
can’t do a thing about it." 

Her predecessor here is 
Debbie Wayman (nde Bowers), 
who is probably the only 
woman bora in South Ruislip 
to become first a pro surfer (ris- 
ing as high as No 2), then a life- 
guard, and finally a firefighter, 
after moving to Hawaii as a kid. 

She was the only girl to surf 
her local break at Ewa beach 
where she acquired her nick- 
name of “motor arms". But 
even she - Sigourney Weaver’s 
long-lost twin - was shy of big 
Waimea. 

“ Everybody had the idea 


that I would be the one," 
Wayman said. “But that was 
beyond my limits. You have to 
know them otherwise you be- 
come part of the problem not 
the solution." 

She carried out some joint 
rescues with the guy who oc- 
cupied the tower next to here 
and ended up marrying him. 
They used to compete in life- 
guard contests together, bui she 
is fitter and faster than he is. 
"In running, paddling, swim- 
ming, I’ve got him, but he can 
cook better than I can.” 

The toughest thing about be- 
ing a woman lifeguard is that 
half the people you rescue - all 
the guys -slope off without ever 
saying thank you, humiliated at 
being saved by a wo man. 

Maybe there was a touch of 
that emotion the day that John- 
ny Boy Gomes, the newly rat- 
ified Pipeline Master, punched 
the Australian pro Jodie Coop- 
er, adding by way of justifica- 
tion, "If you're going to surf like 
a guy I’m going to treat you like 
a guy." It was a back-handed 
kind of compliment. 



Iron woman: Layne Beachley Photograph: Tim Qayton 


Women are now being tak- 
en seriously in a way they nev- 
er were before. They live a 
new dedicated magazine, Surfer 
Girl. And they are attractin g 

proportionately more atten- 
tion and sponsorship (Beacb- 
ley has Billabong and Oa kle y 
behind her). 

Surfing is a microcosm and 
minor of the culture at large. 
The Re 11 Sunn funeral last 
weekend - which coincided 
with the Martin Luther King 
holiday - symbolised a massive 
shift in the collective con- 
sciousness. Three thousand 


people came to Makaha to cel- 
ebrate the life of this pioneer- 
ing surf pro and first female 
lifeguard in Hawaii as her ash- 
es were scattered over her 
favourite break. - 
- More than two centuries 
ago, when Captain Cook first 
came across these islands, he 
was astonished to observe not 
just the spectacle of surfing it- 
self but also that men and 
women were equally adept in 
water sports. The mass surf-in 
in honour of Rell Sunn testifies 
to the re-birth of the Hawaiian 
waterwomaxL ■ 
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Sampras on a roll as Korda comes closer 


Pete Sampras is confining his 
gambling to the blackjack tables 
as the odds shortened on a suc- 
cessful defence of his Aus- 
tralian Open title in Melbourne 
yesterday. 

Sampras, who has earned 
around $32m (£21 3m) in prize 
money alone, admits to betting 
SJ.000 in the local casino, but 
he wfii not put a cent on his own 
chances. The world No I out- 
classed Sweden's Magnus 
Gustafsson yesierday lo move 
into the fourth round and edge 
closer to his 1 1th Grand Slam. 

Sampras - yet to drop a set 
- triumphed 7-5. 6-3, 6-4 to 
book a meeting with Morocco's 
Hicham Arazi, who beat the 
Frenchman Francisco Clavet 
in a five-set match. 

“He doesn't have a serve that 
is going to Wow you off the 
court, but he will get it out 
wide." said Sampras of Arazi, 
who beat local hero Mark 
Philippoussis, seeded 15, in the 
previous round. 

The first real test for Sam- 
pras could come in a potential 
semi-final match with Petr 
Korda, the man who denied him 
in the last Grand Slam tourna- 
ment when the Czech won in 
five sets in the US Open last 
year. Korda also took him to five 
sets at Wimbledon. 

Korda celebrated his 30th 
birthday yesterday with a 
straight-sets victory over the 
American Vincent Spadea. He 
now faces last year's Wimbledon 
nmner-up, Cedric Pioline of 
Ranee, who beat the No II seed, 
Alex Corretja, in straight sets. 

The biggest surprise came in 
the women's event as the 
French Open champion. Iva 
Majoli, was beaten by Thai- 
land's Tamarine Tan as u gam. 
Tanasugam, 20. left the Croat- 
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Shadow play: Russia’s Anna Koumikova serves during her second-round doubles defeat in Melbourne yesterday 



ian No 4 seed, who beat Mar- 
tina Hingis, in the French Open 
final, close to tears after a 6-0. 
6-2 win, which put the Thai play- 
er into the fourth round of a 
Grand Slam for the first tune. 


Majoli had no idea what hit 
her. “1 think I'm the most 
shocked person because I was 
feeling great," Majoli said. “I 
was playing w ell and 1 was feel- 
ing well and a thing like this hap- 


pens. and 1 didn’t do anything 
different." The unseeded 
American Venus Williams, who 
knocked out her sister Serena 
in the last round, beat France's 
Amelie Mauresmo. 


HOCKEY 


• Goran Ivanisevic's awful week 
continued when he injured him- 
self at the players' party in Mel- 
bourne. The Croatian fined 
S5.S00 this week for swearingand 
failing to attend a press confer- 


Jackson bargain for Eagles 


Sheffield Eagles have signed 
Halifax’s former Great Britain 
forward Michael Jackson for a 
bargain £28,000. after the 
game's first round of conditional 
transfer tribunals. 

Sheffield reserved the right 
to pull out of the deal if they felt 
the tribunal’s valuation was too 
high, but went ahead with the 
signing after yesterday’s ruling. 

“With Paul Carr and our oth- 
er new signing. Darren Sbaw. 
Michael gives us plenty of op- 
tions in the second row." said 
the Eagles coach, John Kear. 
who still hopes to sign the 
Leeds and New Zealand stand- 
off Tboy Kemp before Monday’s 
Challenge Cup deadline. 

In another tribunal ruling. St 
Helens must pay Casrleford 
&HQJU0Q for their Great Britain 
U-21 winger, Chris Smith. Saints 
will also have to pay an extra 


£15,000 after 20 first-team ap- 
pearances. plus another £5.000 if 
he wins a full cap. Smith is avil> 
able for tomorrow's friendly 
against Swin ton. 

The former Great Britain 
stand-off and captain Garry 
Schofield wfl] turn out for the side 
be now coaches. Huddersfield in 
his own testimonial at Leeds. 
Leeds’ Test prop Barrie Mc- 
Dermott will play his first game 
for six months after recovering 
from a badly broken ankle. 

Robbie McCormack, the 
Australian hooker, will make 
his Wigan debut in their friendly 
at Leigh. John Monie is fielding 
two teams of roughly equal 
strength tomorrow, with the oth- 
er playing Whitehaven behind 
dosed doors at Central Park, 
wher thelocal council has insist- 
ed the capacity will be reduced 
to 17,000 this season. 


Warrington will give first 
outings to their new signings - 
Jason Roach. Mike Eagar. 
Adam Doyle, Danny Whittle 
and Chris Morley - in their 
match for Andy Burgess’ tes- 
timonial at Salford. Salford 
also field an array of newcom- 
ers, including Marlin Cromp- 
ton, Josh White and Joe 
Faimalo. 

Fears that Warrington's 
Great Britain tour centre. Jon 
Roper, will need a knee recon- 
struction have been allayed. 
Roper's injury is not as bad as 
first thought and he could be 
back in time for the Challenge 
Cup in three weeks' time. 

The chief executive of Super 
League Europe. Colin Myler. 
has resigned from the joint 
policy board which is intended 
to oversee the game's strategy. 

- Dave Had field 


Knapp’s Old Boys hoping 
to knock out Cannock 


Two oon-National League 
clubs will be striving- toraor- 
n w lo be the first to reach the 
semi-finals of the EHA Cup. 
Chichester, from the ESL 
South Premier, entertain Di- 
vision Ones Stourpori while 
Old Cranleighans. from the 
Snuth League, are at home to 
Premier National League 
leaders Cannock as Cup fever 
strikes the Surrey club. 

David Knapp, the Old 
Bnvs' player-coach, is one of 
lour former internationals in 
the line-up to face Cannock 
hut Knapp says the Region- 
al League game against 
Blandford today has priority. 

Cannock also have a cru- 
cial League game, at South- 
gate ibis afternoon. Knapp 
said: "We know we are the 
underdogs bv a long, long 


chalk but we have been train- 
ing hard, done our homework 
and are confident. We know 
we can't give any quarter. 
However we have our game 
plan and with a huge slice of 
luck, who knows?" 

The fellow Welsh in- 
ternationals Jon Rees and 
Mark Smith and the England 
Olympian Don Williams, will 
be in the Old Boys' line-up. 

In Orense. Spain. Eng- 
land began the defence of 
their European Indoor title 
with 3 3-1 win over Slovakia. 
Scotland, in the same Pool, 
overcame a two-goal deficit to 
draw with Lithuania. 

In Sydney. England won 
the second match of their tour 
against an Australian Senior 
Youth side. 

- Bill Colwill 


SNOO KER 

Hunter takes another scalp and is now ready to rein in Ebdon 


Paul Hunter defied a lack of ex- 
perience to reach the semi finals 
of the £350,000 Regal Welsh 
Open, in Newport yesterday as 
be beat a player in the top 16 
for the third time in the evenL 
The I9-year-old from 
Leeds, already responsible for 
the elimination of the six-times 


world champion, Steve Davis, 
and the eighth seed, Nigel 
Bond, scored a 5-3 victory over 
Alan McManus. 

“I'm delighted with that and 
now I can’t wait for my next 
match." said Hunter, who, re- 
gardless of the outcome of to- 
day’s match with Peter Ebdon. 


is guaranteed at least £16.000 
- the largest single cheque of his 
three-year professional career. 

Hunter opened with a break 
of 6S but McManus, who fluked 
a blue on 41, replied with a 125 
total clearance in the second 
and, aided by a run of 82. 
moved 2-1 ahead. 


McManus missed a straight- 
forward pink early in the fourth 
when presented with another 
golden scoring opportunity and 
Hunter eventually look a scrap- 
py affair to level at 2-2. 

A green to pink clearance 
enabled McManus to regain the 
advantage of 3-2 hut. in the re- 


maining frames, a sequence of 
errors undermined his chances. 

Hunter, the world No 43, 
levelled at 3-3 with a 49 break, 
put together a 57 in the seventh 
when McManus bad jawed an 
elementary red, and then held 
on in the eighth after posting 
a contribution of 67. 


Photograph: Rick Stevens/ AP 


cnce. suffered a cut close to his 
right eye when he fell off an 
amusement machine last night. 
Ivanisevic went to hospital with 
an ice pack over the wound. 

- Derrick Whyte, Melbourne 

BASKETBALL 


; If there is someone other than 
Tiger Woods that Europe's 
finest players would rather not 
chase in a tournament, then that 
' player is the South African. 
: Ernie Els. 

But. entering the third 
round of the Johnnie Walker 
• Classic in Phuket, Thailand, to- 
day, it is Els, the defending 
champion as well as the US 
■ Open champion, who leads the 
way on a 12-under-par 132. 

Despite the intense heat, a 
sparkling 65 - one outside Greg 
Norman's course record - left 
him three ahead of the German, 
Alexander Cejka, and four dear 
of Ireland’s Padraig Harrington. 

Lee Westwood is five back 
following a 66, Nick Faldo one 
further back after a 67 - and 
Woods now 1J adrift in joint 
22nd place. 

The sponsors who are pay- 
ing him a million dollars to play 
will have expected a lot better. 
However, when asked whom he 
would put his money on to win 
the £133,330 first prize tomor- 
row. Woods answered: “Me". 

Ian Woosnam, the winner 
two years ago in Singapore, 
failed to survive the cut on five 
over. "‘I played terrible, but I 
didn't have high expectations 
here - not in this heat," he said 
after shooting 76- 

Thomas Bjorn, the Ryder 
Cup player, also went out after 
sharing the first-day pace with 
Els. Bjorn, who Had a stomach 
upset, felt close to collapse 
while playing the 16th and 
eventually slumped to an 81. 
“That's the worst I’ve ever felt 
playing golf," he said. "It was 
hot, yet I felt cold." 

For the second day running 
slow play became a talking 


point. Two players, the Ulster- 
man Raymond Burns and the 
South African Wayne Westner, 
were docked a shot and fined 
£500 in the first round and this 
time Westwood blamed officials 
for costing him a shot- 

The crackdown on slow play 
in European Tour tournaments 
was requested by the players, 
but Westwood - chasing a 
fourth victory in six starts - said: 
“I was a bit upset and to be 
timed was ridiculous. The rules 
need looking at. 

“We were not bolding up the 
group behind and it was stupid. 
In this heat there's got to be lee- 
way. Eveiybody's trying to rush 
us around nowadays, but it’s so 
hot you don't walk as quickly 
and you don't want players 
collapsing." 

The “hurry up" came on the 
long 15th and Westwood said be 
did indeed rush and did not 
make the birdie be was expect- 
ing after finding the fringe of the 
green in two. 

One person unable to hurry 
was Els's Yorkshire- bom caddie 
Ricky Roberts, who twisted his 
ankle. “I don't know if hell be 
able to work over the weekend," 
Els said. “Hopefully he’ll be OK, 
because he is so good at his job." 

. And so is Els. The world No 
3 had sue birdies in seven holes 
from the fifth and added another 
at the 15th for good measure. 

Hilda, who has started to bote 
long-range putts a gp m- , had sev- 
en birdies, but undid two of them 
by pulling an eight-iron into the 
lake at the short 14th and tak- 
ing five. He came home in 31. 

Harrington, playing his first 
serious golf since November, was 
also on the birdie trail sinking 
six in a round of 67. 


Gottfried’s injury hits Towers’ title tilt 


London Towers’ rocky pursuit 
of the Budweiser League title 
has taken another bump with a 
possible long-term injury to the 
England international Martin 
Gottfried, who misses tomor- 
row's trip to fellow champi- 
onship contenders Sheffield 
Sharks. 

Gottfried injured his knee 
during Sunday’s 66-65 defeat 
againsL second-placed Newcas- 
tle. London's second defeat 
against the Eagles in seven 
days left the Towers clinging to 
a two-point lead at the top. 

The London general man- 


SAIL1NG 


ager, Rick Taylor, said: “The 
first examination of Martin's in- 
jury was inconclusive because 
the knee was too swollen for the 
specialist to make a diagnosis. 
There is no break or dislocation 
but it could be ligament dam- 
age. He is due another exami- 
nation this weekend and until 
we know the extent of the dam- 
age. we can’t guess.” 

London's only other previ- 
ous meeting with Sheffield re- 
sulted 88-76 win for the Sharks 
at Wembley in late November, 
on the night they announced 
signing the former Cleveland 


Cavalier John Amaechi. 
Amaechi gels his first crack at 
Towers tomorrow and the 
coach, Chris Finch, said: "This 
time I’m hoping we may try to 
match them more inside now we 
have John. He’s gone up against 
some big guys in his time.” 

Tonight at Birmingham's 
NIA. Newcastle defend a four- 
point lead against the Bullets in 
their quarter-final second leg as 
they attempt to join Towers. 
Sheffield and Greater London 
Leopards in the League Trophy 
semi-finals. 

- Richard Taylor 


Bekking steps in for Maisto on Merit Cup 


Grant Dalton is to bring in the 
Dutchman Bouwe Bekking to 
replace co-skipper Guido Mais- 
lo on Merit Cup for the next leg 
of the Whitbread Round the 
World Race from New Zealand 
to Brazil. The nine-boat fleet 
leaves Auckland for the 6.670- 
mile fifth leg to Sao Sebastiao 
a week today. 

Bekking, who was a watch 
leader on Dennis Conner’s 
Winston in the last race, is a 
leading figure on the Admiral 
Cup. world inshore and Mumm 
36 circuits. He is expected, also, 
it* race the eighth leg from 


Baltimore to La Rochelle. His 
appointment signifies a modi- 
fication to Dalton's strategy as 
Bekking will alternate with the 
New Zealander Tom Dodson. 

Dodson, one of the tactical 
brains behind New Zealand's 
America’s Cup win in 1995. 
will race leg six from Brazil to 
Fon Lauderdale, leg seven to 
Baltimore, and the finishing 
sprint to Southampton. 

Maisto has had to return to 
Italy for medical attention to a 
skin complaint on his right arm 
and hand. He may rejoin the 
boat later. 


One of Bekking's rivals in 
the Mumm 36s, the American 
Dee Smith, has been confirmed 
as co-skipper of Chessie Racing 
for the fifth leg. Smith was on 
board for the other southern 
ocean leg, from Cape Town to 
Fremantle, since when the 
boat's femmes have been im- 
proving. 

Staying with George Collins’ 
team is the New Zealand 
helmsman Gavin Brady, with 
John Kostecki returning to 
Cbessie for the race’s later 
legs. 

- Stuart Alexander, Auckland 
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American football 

Jon Gfudert, tm former Phtedetohja 
Eagtes offensive coordinator, has 
been appointed coach of the fFLS 
Oakland Raiders. 

The World League is to be known as 
NFL EtropaThe 10-week spring 

teenua, a tart ventura with IheFwnst- 

wxKwibegln its 1998 season on ithe 


Athletics 

Wilson Kipfceter. the worW BOOm 
rectttHiotdBr. Is In hospital m Faro, 
soufom Portijgai, undergoing treat- 
ment for materia 

Basketball 

NBA: OwiDOe S 3 Houston 86 : Ctowtawf n 2 
96; Dam* 8< LA Oppera 78 

Bowk 

WaA WORLD INDOOR CKWWOWIK 

t3S?gg , ? 7 ??!S , ?S«|S| 

sesSswAMW" - 

Cricket 

BfeStel & AirteUc Co Ltd, are to meet 

cricket at the 
§ps venue rather than mow to 

tybksfeH 

Wtexwrno); Soutn Africa kr 9 ^ omnr. 
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Football 

Jan Erftsson isio leave Sunderland 
for the American side TampaBay 

’ on a free transfer. The former 

International has made ony 

t since signing from Helsing- 

boras for £250000 a year ago 
Gtenaluca FOsta, the McJtiestorough 
defender, has received a ore-match 

BSEasaSSBSSBiS 

Division match at Stoke City on Sun- 
day, 1 February. 

The France rridHefcferffr tednead aro 

vestenlay signed a new contract wtm 
Juventus that takes him through to 
2004 with the tefian champions. 
Renzo UEvferi the coach of the Imj- 
ten Saria A du b 

dawn hto tfreaforesgri H®**"**" 

involved to a depute witf) the former 
International Roberto Bf^glo. who 
refused to sit on '^benchfor 
Botoanate match against Juventus 
las t weekend, but the two have now 
settled the* - deferences. 
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TTML: CtaWlan Mayriab Wwaid FC lym » 
Sheffield WWnosday 
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Golf 

JOHNNIE WALKER CLASSIC (PtN*«L Thai) 
Loading second-round scores (GB or 111 un- 
laai stalad): 132 E Qs (SA) 67 65 135 A Ce- 
M (Gari 67 68 136 r tturwiglan £S 67 137 L 
Msrwood 71 d&POMaoey |AuE)696a 138 
N fid® 71 67. S Leaney (Aua) TO 68 139 P WaV 
saerw fThfli) 67 72. A Soften 71 66. S ALer (fQ 
66 7? 1«0 P McOrtBV 89 71 ; G cnakliere lAifl) 

72 68 1 *1 J Cooper jAusI 71 70. P Lonard lAus) 

70 71. D Chopra (Swel £8 73 PPrtc»e9 72:A 
AinsJ flrxli 7071 1« P Baker 7368. F Tameud 
(Frt 73 89. Zhang Uarvwel (Oil 7D72;flGoo5on 
(SA) 71 71 143 L PBiSOna lAus) 68 75. F M- 
noa (Ml 73 70. U Ssob lAus) 75 66. T Wxxls 
OJSI 72 71. s smwer iGeo 73 70: 8 King lAus) 

71 72: M Aten |Aib) 68 75 144 Park ffc-WOfc 
(hoc) 72 72: G Tumei (NZi 73 71. H htesrta 
ijBDen) 73 n: S Taft lAusi 69 75. J w Oaza- 
b3(Spl 73 72; F Casas (pr*l 72 72: W Smtfi 
lAusi 69 75 145 D Cote (Aus) 70 75. fl Atert* 

<Al&i 75 TO: n Parnpang ,a»*I 73 72; T Smcn 

/Thai) 70 75. S Alan (Aus) 76 69: J Guecy (Fr) 
* 71 , part. Naiwai inert 73 72; Chanq fe-pena 
flail 73 72. II Marwacd |Aus) 73 72; S Layawl 
(Aus) 76 68 146 P Slcfafid (Swe) 71 75: A GJS- 
oen 73 73' G Evans 73 73 0 Pardon lAie) 73 

73 j oreete OS) 78 70: R Gtoon iCen) 72 
M. M Wtoatoouse (N2J 72 to: P Lawito 71 75. 
J Lomas 72 to. L Wsslte (AUSI 71 75: D Hww* 
to 72 147 E Bail (N2) 71 76: R Oapman 77 
7tt P HOJWld (Nort to 73: V PWlps 
Payne 7S72. Z Woe (Btrupi 72 7b. J Sendai 
yvil 75 72: G On 73 to. C Jones (Aus) 72 : 75. 
f&SiuB to 73. M imp HO 3B 71. D Eeeo lAusi 
T-r^wi Gams 75 72. C Vto> der VMM (Nwfl 
75 72 Mined CUC1J0 B rt«nes 

* 'me 75 73. J Lenwal 
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76. R (Ami <r*nni 79 73. P Gc*ang ; 

Wastror (SAITSn.PWatanTBXl 1S3-rt3nq 
Cho-yu fTa'j to 79. A Parnw lAusi 75 78. R 


liman /u i- j. u „ 

(Thai) to 77. E Mcu»icl» 

75 78 152 T Ozak' i-taponi 75 ' ■ R B ' Ml K 


jacqpate (Fr) £i 73. A Kar*kenen |F*i| to 79. 
S Cage 78 77. D tobenson 77 76: j Robson 
to 79. S Omen (NTl 78 75 ■ denotes jnwvr 
US PGA PHOENIX OPS* Lending first round 
acorea tnatn the (US un less stated; liv e play- 
ere Ok on coins when dskiwas I idled playV, 
63 U Mlibert 64 S Stocker. B Gefcager 65 S 
Jonas D Duval LRmker 66 J Doom. 67 D Bar- 
ren N Ft« prm S McCarton R Fetir j Leonard. 
K Cfason 68 J Adams. G Day D WBldort T VWk 
sm P MSekaism D Edwards. D toaMov: D Rrs- 
n®n (Cant J Pamev* (Swel T Armour B 
Hsnga. S Ftesoh Selected: 68 V Sncfi (RD. 
f Noote (N7I 70 J Cvilv 71 S Lyte (GBl 

Hockey 

WOMEN'S EUROPEAN INDOOR NATIONS 
CUP (Oranse. Sp): Pool A: EirJkuM 3 3ovaJ.» 
1 . Scotland 2 UTHubito 2 Fool & Spain 3 Aus- 
IrO 7; Germany I> ftsaa l 
WOMEN'S TOUR MATCH (Sydney): Aus- 
B3DJ Sartor YtJutT Sand 1 En^and ^ 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Pmau£i 3 Naw Jer*y 2. Pniadelphia 
4 Ml Rangers 3: Ccuufco 4 C'lisws 2: Ixcnva 
3 CJrago 0. 5l UW 3 MV teidM 3 (o»). Arn- 
hem J L-Cteraoo 3. LK AngiAs 3 Ffcrtja 1 

Motor racing 

The Brazian Tar so Marques, who has 
opted out of n® contract with Mna'- 
ti /ray start die new FwrraJa One sea- 
son with tne TyrreD team. Tyrrell have 
atfeady named the 23- year-old Japan- 
ese Tore Takagi as one of their divers 
for ths year, bur are looking tor some- 
one experienced as his team-mata 

Olympic Games 
The Japanese Justice Mmstry deeded 
yesterday to allow the Austrian ski 
jumper Andreas GoWberger. who has 
admitted usng cocaine, mto the couv 
try io compels at next month's Win- 
ter Olympics 


Skiing 

ALPINE WORLD CUP Men's downhill 
(KltzbtihcJ, Aid): 1 D Cucfte (Swi!) 2rran 
3t55eec Iftna tog 1 :ft75 second tog 1:680): 
2 N Bum (Fr) 23169 ft 1803 3 J4. 

Cmoer |Fr) 2 3187 fi.HM. 1 1563): 4- j Gru- 
nenfeteer (S*m 2 3204 (MtTfi i : «st8 . a 
D uvteitl (Frt 232D4 ft .1549: l .T5S5|.8 ASc«l- 
teru lAuO 22216 (i;aaa naC5.7WftraIhan- 
m ift) 23222 n H55 1:1SB7). 8= K Ghedns 
(111 23230 (1:RSa 1 "6.73, M Hermann (S«I) 
23230 (1 £55. 1.&75). 10 H KnauSS (Auii 
23235 (1 1 ta DoWnhSHstoraano# (to- 

lar seven non): 1 A Scrtttorer (Aut) 5oa»: 

2 H Uaiei ttei!) «B. 3 S Ebertianw (Aim 278. 

4 J4. Dwcr Z72 5 W Rare [Autj S3 Over- 
all World Cup standings (after 24 races): T 
H Ma* lAuf 1 1405(313, 2 A Scnfferer lAul) 8»; 

3 S Ebertiarrer (Aun 797; 4 M Von Grungen 
I Swill 545. 5 H MKKes (Aid) 502 
Women's super-G (Conina d'Ampezzo, IQ: 1 
M Suctoel |Fri imn -&25ssc. 2 R Hau* iGer) 
i 1548- 3 K Puoer (ill l-«£S: 4 H Zurtiggen 
(Smn 1 1567. 5 K Guiensohn (Ger) l:C7fi; 6 

5 Bracui (Skweni 1:1686. 7 F Moanada (Ft) 

1 1596. 8 B Perez (ft) 7: 1600: 9= K Kristiansen 
l?«rt T SJiwrfar l Aut) 1 «07: 11 P Street (US) 

1 1520: 12 L D*»r (ft) i:«32;T3WSelenstela 
iRuslI T6J7, 14 AVilschlu lAul) 1-®42: IBM 
Sutnactc iStown) 11652: 16 T Onto (Norl 
l fef* SopenG standing (after five races): 
1 K Sefetoqer (Gert 345pts. 2 R Goetscrt (Auf) 
225: 3 U Crtl (Ger) 214. 4 l Kostner (ttl 205: S 
U SuCMI (Ft) SB Overall World Cup stand- 
ings (attar 23 races): l h Seckiger (Ger) 

IK4BB. 2 h Oerg tGer) 3 M Ers Tc«j Q&i : 

4 D Com&agnQn (ft) 781 : S A Msssnftzer (Auti 
683 6 Y Nwm |Swe) 062 

Snooker 

l3n Doyle, the manager of Stephen 
Hendry, was yesterday served with a 
writ by Lhe govemng body, the World 
Profess tonal BflSank and Snooker 
AsscsaaricrL The writ relates so alleged 
ibeUcus statements made by Doytein 
an artide r a Scottish newspaper last 
month. 

David Taylor, the former leadhg play- 
er. and Die EcHm^i busteesstran Jm 
McMahon have joined the board of the 


World Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association. 

REGAL WELSH OPEN (Newport) (teartaHI- 
ml: P Hunter (Eng) nt A McManus (Scoi 5-3 

Speed skating 

EUROPEAN SHORT TRACK CHAMPI- 
ONStaPS (Budapest): 1,500m: Man: 1 F Car- 
ta (ID 2mn 26390sec: 2 N FrencsscHna {Hi 
22 6 622: 3 D WretOSQ INeth) 2271194. 4 N 
Gooch (081 227996; 5 D Ctwvaier (Fr) 228593: 
6 M AntOrtci (ft) 3S1543 Woman: 1 U Carv 
cJn lit) 2.25291. 2 E Wtemrs (Neth) 22S690: 
3 A jannp Landnsm (Meto) 226580; 4 E 
T%nar*D (Ritol 227239: 5 S Bouvtor (Fd 
228W1, 6 V Kurce (Ger) 2.32222 

Squash 

Cfri8 Walter, the England captaia has 
wifrnfrawn from the National Cham- 
pionships. which start to Manchester 
next Thwsday. The seventh seed Is 
troubled by a caB toMy sustatoed whie 
wirmtog the World douWes champi- 
onship in Hong Kong last month with 
Mark Cairns. 

Sumo 

NEW YEAR GRAND TOURNAMEKT (Tokyo) 
13th ter of 15): TeraO ftnn 7. kn S) bl Kaho 
(Juryol (5-5) . K o ro riaz una (7-ffi ta Walanop ©- 
5): %crsv«iQka (WI bf KMcryu (7-^; m- 
ra)acrt0akMS7) br Asanowd>B (6-7). MUzm 
&8) t» Asarvteo (8^. Gopro (8-5) lx Akhcefiu 
(4-ffl: Ganyu B-5) a Kvokuertio p-a, Manouri 
(8-a bt Hgoreuri [5-g, Oryct5*a (7-5) hi itm- 
«o (7-0. rVi-gyarra iv» U Tanukaauga (5-8). 
KOcnowaka (6-7) bl Tocrtrunada (5-7). Ak> 
noM*na 64 Asafinvaaka 0-101: Ifekalorid 
bl ttomanooMna fc-S, Kcmnel#i (B-5) u 
OgtnBfite (5»; Kabj&H hi Tosanoto* (581: 
Tochtozuma (9-41 H Kyokushuzan M to: 
Mbkantesna 19-4) tx 9nashma (8-7). Jakanon- 
airt (9-4t u NteModn 157): ktesaskhnani fti- 

awAwtMnoB-a 

Tennis 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN (Utriboumc) Men's 
singles, third round: P KOrtDA (Cz Rep) bf V 
Spadea (US) 5-2 7-8 S-2: B Black (Zre) bl S 


6-4 6-0&2; C Pt*ie(Fr) bl A 
I) 648-1 6-4; K Kucsra RtooW 
-- - J (Can) 6-2 7-6 6-1 : H A/azi (Mor) 
W F OovelfSp) 4-6 6-4 3^ e-2 6-1; P SAM- 
0» bl MGiotatzon (Swe) 7-5 M 64: 
J BJOHKMAN (Svre) 64 F Santoro (Fr) 7-5 53 
fA. RFrcmberg (Aus) bi S Lsreaj (Can) 66 
62 4-6 fra 

WtaraenTB ainctes, third round: 7ESTUD (R) 
W A ^ iCzftm) e-4 62; L D4VaPORT (USi 
WFPertettl (ft) 6-2 8-2; R DRAGOMVT (Rom) 
M F LabatiArg) 6-2 7-S;VWBams (USi bl A 
6-4: T ■fenasjgarn (Thoi) tx 

S ‘ 2; p Sch| y 3er « 

L RWMOND^) 2^ 6-3 66; B Schsn lAufl 
M N (Beta) 63 6 1 : C MARTWE2 ISpl 

bl A-G Skin |Fi) 3-6 50 53. 
M ®*^?.P?ubl<re,Mjcont 1 round: D JOHNSON 
f HOF'S** WSI bl S DosettJ fC: Rep) 

— ' ' (BeO ° - 

isaun | 

1 (Ben L _ . 

SANOtZ |Sp) «TI« 

(Noth) 3-6 6-3 «-B; E I 


ra and M i_. 

^ , uJBRA (SA) and I. 

LEACH (US) bt G KusiBn (Bn snd M Sei (USi 
5354. M BHUfWH and L RUES (Ind) bl W 
Arnos and A (Oatzmam iaib) 52 53; T 
WOOOBROGE and M WOODTORDE (Aus) bl 
0 Doyta and T Laritoam (Aus) 54 52 
Woman’s doubles, second round: E 
LKHOVTBEW (fto) and A SUGIWMA (Japam 
U C Crtstaa (Rom) and A WVndanltfi (US) 5 
2 7-5: A C0ET2EH (SA) and A HUBER (Ger) 
bl K Kince (Aus) and C MoraiM (US) 51 58: 
M Hngia (Suifti end M Lucfc i.Croa) lx A 
K0URNW3VA i Hus) and L NEJLAND (Lai) 7-E 
52: Y BASUKI rndon) and C VS (Nath) bl B 
miner and E Wagner (Ger) 52 54. S AP- 
nHflANS tBeO and M OREMANS (Nath) bl J 
lie (Tail and L Lee (US) 53 IS 53; S 
KrtvonidievB (BuQ and E TftarioM lUkh bl T 
•Aisgrave (Aus) and J Pitei (G8) 7-8 54 
Mixed doubles, that round; A Hcrem (Aus) 
and N Zvereva (Betel W L Hewitt (Aus) and 5 
Wtoams i USI 7-6 52: D Jortocn (US) and K 
Boogen (Nrehj bi P Nytxxg (Swe) and H W 
fZjva iCz Ftop) 53 53. K Xkne& (US) and N 
Myaa (Japan) bl J Eagle and R Stutfcs (Aus) 
1-6 53 7« C SUK AM H SUKCMA ICz Flepi 
bi J Vftrte and M McGiah (US) S-7 53 54 
Sa«b m iapdafc 
GIROBANK TOUR (Newport, Gwont) Men's 
quarter finals: N GoM (teoni br P ktaggs 


(Awn) 51 7-5: R Mathescn (Sco) bt N Vibes 
WWsHre) 53 51 : A Foster (Statts) bi N Weal 
(Hants) 7-5 5i: P Hand (Berksftre) bl 0 Ar- 
ber (Kent) 57 51 5\ Seml-flnala: Mawson 
bt GoUd 51 54: Hand « Fostw 54 +5 5i 
Women's quarter-finale J Lutmn (Rue) bt K 
Hseon (Avon) 50 5i: K Vftme-Hofland 
(Dcrsai) btJ Osman (Sussex) 51 54; H Cm* 
(Essex) bt J Dawson (Sussed 51 52: L FWktos 
llftmam and Ctmtend) M S An (Send (Nairn 
50 5i SemMnals Lutrow bt UVbma-Hoknd 
525 4; PwttTB bl CTO* 7-5 54 
TE94 TENNB (TMord) FlnalK Boys' singles: 
M SrrWh (GB) bl F Dancavfc (Can) 535652 
OouUes: S DemckHn and V Ponnov )Rus> H 
M Smn and N Crawley (GB) w/o Girls' sin- 
gles: G Fokra (Rls) bl AZarkakwe [Bus) 53 
56 54 Doubles: M Merles and K Rmtwio 
(C am bl A Barnes and A Hawkins IGB) 5254 


TODAYS NUMBER 

20 

The number of operations 
- 11 on his left knee atone 
- undergone by Mark 
“Stinky" Schlereth snee he 
took up American football 
The 32 -year-old, who will 
start tomorrow^ Super 
Bowl at guard for the 
Denver Broncos, says: "I 
guess I hi nine parts idiot 
and one part stupid." 
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It’s just a dirt track to some but pay dirt for many. The 
artificial surface at Lingfield racecourse is not regard- 
ed with any affection by those who cherish the tradi- 
tions of racing on turf but it provides an essential form 
of income for the less-celebrated trainers and jockeys 
who operate on the winter, all-weather circuit. Impor- 
tantly, too, it ensures that for punters in betting shops 
across the country there is no danger that their cash will 
rest uncomfortably in their pockets when the weather 
bites at racing on turf. Several times this winter the all- 
weather circuits of Lingfield, Southwell and Wolver- 
hampton have had the stage to themselves and one of 
LingfielcPs meetings this month managed to make its 
way on to Channel 4 television. While crowds are of- 
ten sparse there are other cash incentives for staging 
all-weather racing and the latest course to make plans 

for such a track is Newcastle. ^ . 
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■ Copies of these pho- 
tographs - and any others 
by the independent's 
sports photographers 
David Ashdown, Peter Jay 
and Robert Hall am - can 
be ordered by telephoning 
0171-293 2534. 
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Sportsmen from across the board spend a week in the land of make-believe 

While Inhn lnu u rJ«l.. .1_ , - . _ . 



CATHERINE 

RILEY 

SPORT 
ON TV 


While John Inverdale may 
have started the second day of 
coverage of the Australian 
Open ( BBC2) with the words: 
"Every major tennis champion- 
ship wants a real roller-coast- 
er five-setter early on to give 
the whole thing a lift" what the 
BBC did not want was its gold- 
en boy. Tim Henman, being 
taken for a ride. 

Inverdale, less happy in 
front of the camera than behind 
a microphone, was affecting a 
strange slant to the right, per- 
haps in an attempt to distance 
himself from the screen in the 
background showing footage of 
the offending tennis player. 

In what appeared to be a fit 
of pique directed at Henman's 
inability to win and thus keep up 
the viewing figures, the Beeb 
glossed over the first four sets, 


joing the action at b-6 in the fi- 
nal set "amid all the tension''. 
Tension? With only half an hour 
of highlights each afternoon 
from the first Grand Slam event 
of the season, engendering ten- 
sion is something the BBC will 
have to work a little harder on. 

With our brave Brit soon 
6-7 down to a qualifier, Chris 
Bailey said authoritatively: 
"The thing for Henman to do 
now is settle back and relax." 
Difficult at the best of limes, 
and especially so when you are 
receiving balls, os Bailey ex- 
pounded, "in the hitting zone". 
What he failed to explain was 
why Henman was missing them. 

The rear-view shots or Hen- 
man were disconcerting, his 
dark hair merging into the 
thick black stripe down the 
back of his Adidas-sponsored 


shirt. A skunk, perhaps, but 
without an obvious weapon of 
attack. Adidas may well now re- 
consider their sponsorship 
plans, given the amount of ex- 
posure they got from Hen- 
man compared to the 
world-wide coverage of lemur 
Ketsbaia's wild celebratiuns 
last weekend at St James' Park. 

Shell-shocked and wide- 
eyed in the studio afterwards, 
Henman shifted uncomfort- 
ably in his chair, perhaps fear- 
ing the next question would ask 
if the stripe down his back was 
perhaps turning yellow. 

Inverdale. a hunched mod- 
el of sympathy, smirked: "Tim, 
as they say in the trade, very 
very down on himself." 

Britain's other hope, Greg 
Rusedski, on the other hand, was 
victorious and so was inter- 


viewed with a Union Jack back- 
drop. rather than the Australian 
Open logo Henman endured. 
The message was hard to miss. 
He won, therefore he’s a real 
Brit. The following day, in a last- 
minute addition to the schedule, 
"a bonus for all tennis fans ", the 
smiling boy appeared on a pro- 
gramme devoted exclusively to 
his match with Jonathan Stark. 
Another victory' and an extend- 
ed, worshipful interview with 
Barry Davies, again in front of 
that backdrop which this time 
bad his name superimposed 
across it. Goodness knows how 
the BBC will top that, should he 
cany on winning. 

How quickly we forget. Hen- 
man was reduced to a quick 
mention at the end of the pro- 
gramme, but only to record his 
defeat in the doubles. We can 


only hope be does not take Chris 
Bailey's harsh comment of 
“He’ll have to reassess what he’s 
doing in ibis game” to heart. 

However, he could follow 
the example of Ian Wight, who 
is being given the chance to 
move seamlessly from darling 
of the North Bank to luwie of 
the South Bank. Fallowing an 
impressive display as a guest on 
Clive Anderson's show, LVVT 
are letting the Arsenal striker 
display his own prowess with 
the mouth in Friday Night's All 
Wright (ITV). 

If the pilot is well-received, 
Wrightv is reportedly to be 
commissioned for an entire se- 
ries. although, if he is to go head 
to bead with Michael Parkinson, 
the guest list will have to be a 
little weightier than Lionel 
Richie and Ail Saints. A line- 


up of. say, Peter Schmeicbel 
referee David “Utile Hitler" 
Elleray and Leicester’s Steve 
Walsh should ensure bumper 
viewing figures and a pro- 
gramme to rank alongside such 
memorable chat-show mo- 
ments as Russell Marty’s hand- 
bagging by Grace Jones and 
Parky's pas de deux with Emu. 

A less radical career move 
is being made Mike Tyson. 
Kicking his heels while he 
serves a ban for ear-biring, the 
former world heavyweight 
champion is opting not for rug- 
by union, but wrestling- 

On the World Wrestling 
Federation’s Raw programme 
(Sky) Tyson - originally billed 
as a guest referee for an event 
in March - accepted a challenge 
from -Stone Cold" Steve 
Austin to participate more 


actively. Tyson accepted Mr 
Austin's offer with an immense 
lung-puncturing push to the 
chest that completely flattened 
the wrestler. 

What the WWF appears - 
crucially — cot to have told 
Tyson is that it's not real. More 
ignoble artifice than noble ait, 
in fact The wrestler's name isn't 
the way you’re supposed to 
leave him. Piiy the man who is 
given the task of training Tyson 
for his debut How do you tell 
someone who is used to going 
in for the kill that he only has 
to pretend to hurt his opponent, 
that he has to put on an act for 
the crowd? That he can threat- 
en, but Dot deliver the telling 
blow. Who could show Tyson 
how to overcome an all-con- 
suming desire to win? Some- 
body send for Henman... 


Chapman in a green 
and pleasant land 


Dominic Chapman, the 
20-try Richmond wing, is 
suddenly the most 
wanted threequarter in 
British and Irish rugby. 
Chris Hewett reports on 
another surprise 
promotion for 
the 21 -year-old 
finisher - his second in 
the space of a week. 


The luck of the Irish? Don't you 
believe it. No sooner had Bri- 
an Ashton, the national coach, 
hatched a cunning plan to beef 
up his skeletal threequarter 
line by luring Dominic Chap- 
man to the green but impover- 
ished pastures of Lansdowne 
Road than Clive Woodward, his 
opposite number at well-to-do 
Twickenham, threw a king-sized 
spanner in the works. 

Woodward yesterday took a 
fleeting opportunity to coax the 
Richmond wing away from Ire- 
land by naming him in his 
30-man squad for the pre-Five 
Nations squad session at Bisham 
Abbey on Wednesday. No one 
could accuse the England coach 
of failing to think on his feet; the 
absence of the six-man Bath con- 
tingent from next week’s get-to- 
gether -the West Countrymen 
have been released to prepare 
for their Heineken Cup final 
with Brive - created half a 
dozen spare places among the 

internatio nal dlite. 

. Woodward has chosen to 
fill those -gaps with in-form 
ouisidets,crf whom Chapman is 
: tmdOTbte<fty the hottest. The 
other newcomers include Chris 
^Gatling, the fast-maturing 


Gloucester full-back, and Do- 
rian West. Leicester's second- 
string hooker, while the three 
remaining call-ups - Alex King 
of Wasps. Phil Greening of 
Gloucester and Stuart Fitter of 
Leicester - have all been 
involved at Test squad level at 
some stage over the past three 
years or so. 

Aware of Chapman’s emer- 
ald ancestry - boro in Kingpton- 
upon-Thames, the former 
Harlequin's paternal grand- 
parents came from southern Ire- 
land - Ashton made overtures 
to the player after watching him 
skin London Irish alive in last 
weekend’s Premiership fixture 
at Sunbury. However. Wood- 
ward appears to have won the 
day. Senior figures at Rich- 
mond were confident yesterday 
that their colleague would make 
his intentions dear by pitching 
up at Bisham rather than in 
Dublin next week. 

One way or another. Rich- 
mond’s Tbtley’s Bitter Cup fifth- 
round tie at Bath this afternoon 
will be of Immense interest to 
the England selectors. Neither 
Andy Robinson, the Bath 
coach, nor John Kingston, his 
Richmond counterpart, were 
planning to name their sides 
until the Iasi possible moment 
- another surefire indication 
that the backroom tacticians are 
suffering from delusions of 
Alex Ferguson-style grandeur - 
but with both Chapman and a 
certain Jeremy Cusco tt virtually 
certain to take the field, the 
match is pregnant with sig- 
nificance. 

Bath, the self-styled knock- 
out kings of England but up 
against the eight ball for the sec- 
ond successive season, will be 


Tondu swap bread for jam 


rdon Pritchard believes to- 
’sSwalec Cup fifth-round tie 
inst Premier Division 
nsea will provide his Tbndu 
fere with an “enjoyable 
age” from the rigours of the 
gue programme. 

The League is our bread 
butter anH promotion could 
sfit this club by between 
,000 and £90.000,” said 
& Pritchard, who has guid- 
bnduto second place in the 
Jhd Division. 

I would swap a victory over 
nsea for League wins over 
itland and Tredegar al- 
igb, obviously, this match 
be a highlight for our play- 
ed supporters. It will be an 
yable change.” 
wansea have named a 
ig side, including the Vteles 
[de half Arwel Thomas, al- 
gh Scott Gibbs has not 
recovered from a knee br- 
and sits out the match. . 
mtypridd. the only Premier 
don club to be drawn at 
e, will face a Treorcby side 


containing six of their former 
plavers. 

The fly-half Gavin Jones, 
prop Mark Powell and the 
flanker Gavin Owen were all 
Pontypridd regulars, while the 
prop Kevin Matthews and back- 
row men Scott Eggar and Bar- 
ry Jones have also turned out for 
the Sardis Road dub. 

Andrew Lewis, in line for a 
place in the Whies ream who face 
Italy on 7 February, continues his 
recovery from injury in the 
Cardiff side at Newbridge, 
whose lock. Paul Kawulok. has 
a particular reason to be relish- 
ing the encounter. 

Kawulok was a member of 
the Cardiff team who suffered 
a h umiliating Cup defeat by St 
Peter’s on their own Arms Park 
pitch five years ago. 

“Losing to St Peter's was one 
of the worst experiences of my 
career." Kawulok. the New- 
bridge captain, said. "It would 
be nice to play a part in anoth- 
er Cup upset - this tune on the 
winning side.” 


hugely motivated after the fort- 
night they have just endured. 
With Kevin Yates still sus- 
pended over the Simon Fenn 
ear-biting scandal and the an- 
nual report showing a trading 
loss of £l.5m for the past fi- 
nancial year, the Recreation 
Ground will remain a humour- 
free zone unless and until the 
players get a decent win under 
their bells. 

“We’ve been in the news for 
all the wrong reasons recently, 
so we have to concentrate on 
beating Richmond and allowing 
the good parts of Bath rugby to 
be talked about again," said 
Guscott. who will be playing his 
first game since breaking an arm 
during the third and final Lions 
Test in South Africa six months 
ago. “From a personal point of 
view. I have to be positive 
about this tie. Playing in front 
of the Bath supporters against 
a multi-talented team like Rich- 
mond is as good a return as l 
could hope for." 

Saracens’ chances of re- 
versing Iasi month's narrow 
home defeat by Leicester, their 
only Premiership loss of the sea- 
son. were boosted by Richard 
Hill’s successful second-team 
run-out at Richmond last 
Wednesday. The England loose 
forward resumes his potent 
back-row partnership with Tony 
Diprose and Francois Pienaar 
iD what is certain lo be a 
high-class tie. featuring as it 
does rival World Cup-winning 
outside-balvcs in Michael 
Lynagh and Joel Stransky. 

“Joel is right up there with 
Hugo Porta and Mark Ella as 
one of the lop three stand-offs 
I have encountered in my 
career,” said the eve r-chari table 
Lynagh yesterday, h was Stran- 
sky ’s last-ditch drop goal that 
earned the Tigers their 22-21 
Christmas victory at Vicarage 
Road and Leicester's cup ex- 
perience and natural resilience, 
allied to big wins over 
Coventry and Wasps in the pasi 
fortnight, suggest another hard- 
earned victory on the road. 

Lawrence Dallaglio. the 
Whsps and England captain, sits 
out tomorrow’s tie with Fylde at 
Loftus Road as a precaution 
against aggravating his bruised 
shoulder. Just for once, his 
majestic presence is unlikely to 
be missed: the Londoners have 
Nick Greenstock. their interna- 
tional centre, back in midfield 
and Andy Gomarsall the former 
Test scrum-half, on the bench fol- 
lowing back surgery. Besides, 
Fylde are marooned at the foot 
erf Premiership Two and in no ob- 
vious shape to plot an upset. 

BIG LAND Wafting squad. Bisham Afibey, 
28 January): Backs M Retry (Bam) D Rees 
(Sale). A Healey iLetceswO. J Guscott 
(Bam). W Greenwood flotsam P De 
GtanvIBe (Baft), u Can (Bath) P Grayson 
(Nortftampionj. K Bracken (Saracens). M 
Dawson (Northampton). Forwards: J 
Leonard (Hartoqmeu K YOtee (Bam) G Rown- 
tree (Leicester), D Gartorth (Leicester) R 
Cockerffl (Leicester) « Reffm (Bathl M 
Johnson (Locesler) G Archer iNemcasw.) 

D Grewcoc* (Saracens) L Deflagilo (WfaSpsL 
TRodber (Northampton) R HU (Saracens) 

A CHpiese (Saracens) N Back (Leicester) 


Wainwright welcomes chance of redemption 


^ Wainwright recalls less than 
hodty Scotland’s previous ven- 
urfc on Italian soil, a miserable 
bfrsat that the Lions flanker is 
iztious not to see repeated in 
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sent a near full-strength side to 
Rieti for wba t was nominally an 
A match against ItaJy, and suf- 
fered a 26-17 defeat. 

“At that time, 1 think Scot- 
land underestimated the Italian 
threat," Wainwright said, “and 
possibly didn’t play with the 

commitment that was required. 

The difference this year is that 
Italy have got a bener record 
than we have. We are under a 
lot of pressure, having badjt dif- 
ficult start to the 563500 ." 


As far as Wbinwright is con- 
cerned, however, losing would 
not necessarily be ihe disaster 
that some pundits are predicting. 

“We have said we have to win 
to set up our season but we have 
ic put it into context.” he said. 
■Tfue go back two years ago we 
were in a similar predicament, 
having drawn with Western 
Samoa after the World Cup, and 
things weren't looking quite so 
good. We went on to have an ex- 
ceptionally good Five Nations. 
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Scott Quinnell: ‘Of course, I'm committed to Wales. I’m no different to any other Welshman when it comes to the red shirt* 


Photograph: Rater Jay 


Quinnell big enough to take the knocks 


Depending on your point 
of view, Scott Quinnell is 
either the most gifted 
forward in British rugby 
or a one-man awkward 
squad far more trouble 
than he is worth. 

As Richmond 
prepared to mix it with 
Bath in this afternoon’s 
big Tetley’s Bitter Cup 
tie at the Recreation 
Ground, Chris Hewett 
tracked down an elusive 
talent and found him full 
of positive intent. 


A great French film director 
once aimed a sardonic sneer in 
the direction of his contempo- 
raries across the Channel by dis- 
missing the expression “British 
movie" as a contradiction in 
terms. There are those who con- 
sider the Scott Ouinneli Inter- 
view* to be something very 
similar and it is undeniably 
true that the famously taciturn 
Welshman would much rather 
play a good game than talk one. 
When groin problems forced 
him to abandon last summer's 
Lions tour of South Africa, he 
was on the plane home before 
the Woodwards and Bernsteins 
of the rugby press realised he 
was injured- 

'The hardest decision of my 
Utc. that was, " he says now. sit- 
ting bolt upright in the empty 
bar of the Richmond club- 
house. staring suspicii ursly at the 


notebook before him and look- 
ing about as comfortable as a 
shark in a sand dune. “It was a 
double hernia, as it turned out. 
I'd been struggling with it for a 
while, but I fell fit and strong 
enough when we first flew down 
to Jo’burg. I just happened to 
aggravate it in the game against 
Northern Transvaal and 1 knew 
it would take increasingly long 
periods of treatment to get me 
ready for matches. In the end. 
i fell I wouldn't do justice to my- 
self or the squad by sticking 
around." 

So Quinnell a stone-cold cer- 
tainty for the Test No 8 spot, be- 
came the Lion Who Never Was. 
His critics back home in the val- 
leys call him something else: the 
Welshman Who Never Was. If 
they go misty-eyed at the mere 
mention of his rugby ancestry - 
his father Derek was a ihree- 
tour Lion while his uncle. Bar- 
ry John, remains a 24-carat 
legend - they soon purse their 
lips at Scotty’s unspeakable de- 
fection to rugby league, his 
equally heinous decision to re- 
turn to 15-man business with a 
swanky London outfit like Rich- 
mond rather than his Llanelli 
nursery, his much-publicised 
contractual squabhle with the 
Welsh Rugby Union. 

All of which hurts, though 
Quinnell is too self-contained a 
character lo show it. What he 
does display, repeatedly, is a 
genuine enthusiasm for in- 
ternational rugby. 3 relish that 
is about to manifest itself in the 
annual hothouse of the Five Na- 
tions* Championship. “Of 


course. I'm committed to 
Wales. " he says. "I don 't play for 
anyone unless I’m committed. 
I'm not the sort to turn up out 
of habit or because there's 
nothing better to do. Apart 
from injury, nothing has kept 
me out of a Welsh squad since 
Christmas ’96. I'm in the pre- 
sent squad and 1 badly want to 
play in what I believe has the 
makings of a very strong team. 
I’m no different to any other 
Welshman when it comes to the 
red shin. No different at all" 

It is startling to think that 
Quinnell 25 last August, has yet 
to reach the midway point of his 
career. His name, made famous 
by the famiiy flesh and blood 
that went before him. was being 
bandied around the west Wales 
grapevine before he started 
sharing and be climbed the 
rungs of the representative lad- 
der as to the manner born. He 
made bis Test debut against 
Canada in 1993 as a blind-side 
flanker before lording it over the 
rest of Europe with some thun- 
derous displays at No 8 as Wiles 
won the 1994 Five Nations. 

He had the world at his 
feet. Unfortunately for an ador- 
ing Welsh public, that world was 
an amateur one. Rugby’s big 
bucks were then confined to 
league and when Quinnell 
signed for Wigan, the sound of 
a thousand camera shutters 
snapping in unison was 
drowned out by the wailing 
and gnashing of teeth back 
home. When the bucks trans- 
ferred themselves to south- 
west London, he resurfaced at 


the Richmond Athletic Ground. 
Does that make him a rugby 
mercenary, a bounty-hunting 
slave to his own bank account? 

“It’s a professional game 
and players make the best liv- 
ing they can,'’ he says with 
unarguable logic. “I felt it was 
better for me and my rugby to 
get out of Whies, even though 
it’s my home and there is noth- 
ing I enjoy more than going 
back over the bridge and spend- 
ing time with the boys in the 
squad. Tb be honest with you, 
1 found London difficult to 
come to terms with at first, but 
the simple fact is that there is 
now a huge difference between 
the club games in the two 
countries. 

“In Wales you can still rest 
players and beat the weaker 
sides by 50 points. You simply 
cannot do that in the English 
Premiership, where the week- 
in, week-out matches are so 
much harder. There is no such 
thing as an easy SO minutes here 
and if you look at what is hap- 
pening at Richmond, it's mak- 
ing better players of us all. 

“I do worry, though, about 
the club game back home. You 
can’t stop people making their 
livelihoods and you might argue 
that the English-based players 
will strengthen the Welsh in- 
ternational side by bringing in 
new ideas. But if all the top play- 
ers head for England r and if 
NeD Jenkins derides to join 
Bath, for instance, a lot of the 
big names could well follow him 
over the bridge - it will do noth- 
ing for the game domestically. 


If we’re not careful we’ll lose 
the most important thing, the 
fan base. If the crowds start 
turning to other things, we’re 
lost. 

"It’s a problem for the Welsh 
Rugby Union to sort out. I’m 
contracted to Richmond until 
2002 and, as we speak. I can't 
see myself playing club rugty for 
a Welsh team again. But some- 
thing has to be done to give the 
players who are there some real 
opportunities." 

Richmond has been good for 
Quinnell and judging by the way 
he is performing at present, the 
benefits are mutual. The Lon- 
doners started their Premiership 
campaign with a limited bish- 
bosh game plan depressingly 
reminiscent of league and the 
wisecrackers wondered whether 
it had been worth Quinnell's 
while leaving Wigan, but Ben 
Clarke's expensively recruited 
outfit have added a harp-full of 
strings to their bow and are now 
playing with pace and style. 

“There's bags of potential 
here and when we learn to win 
games while playing below our 
capacity, we’U be right up there 
with the big boys." Quinnell 
says. Talking of which, his out- 
sized brother, Craig, is also 
cutting mustard by the jar-load 
at the Athletic Ground these 
days. “He’s bloody huge, isn't 
be?" Scott laughs. "I'm glad he’s 
on my side." And you realise 
that if both exiled siblings are 
going to wrap themselves in ihe 
Welsh flag over ihe next couple 
of months, it will have to be a 
very large flag indeed. 
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Jamaicans 
learn some 
hard lessons 


Jamaica 

The Jamaican national team are 
discovering the hard way that 
football is not always a big par- 
ty. They have been on tour in 
Brazil to prepare for both the 
Concacaf Gold Cup next month 
and for the World Cup, and they 
have suffered some heavy de- 
feats to club sides. 

A 4-0 thrashing by Corinthi- 
ans and then a 3-0 defeat by Ro- 
mano's Flamengo has left 
Jamaica's Brazilian-born coach, 
Rene Simoes, in no doubt as to 
the tough challenges that lie 
ahead. However, he said: 
"We’re not worried about win- 
ning or losing. Any score is fine 
as long as we leam from it. 

“Jamaica is not going to go 
into crisis because it loses. Ja- 
maica loses and we simply re- 
flea on the game. That is an 
advantage we have." 

None of Jamaica’s English- 
born players are with them in 
Brazil, lie four who played in 
the World Cup qualifiers plus 
one newcomer, Chelsea's Frank 
Sinclair, should arrive in time for 
the Gold Cup in Florida. 

Wimbledon’s Marcus Gayle 
ought to be joining Sinclair- but 
he is being thwarted by hisdub, 
who want him to make himself 
available only for England, and 
not Jamaica. 

The Jamaican Football Fed- 
eration has written a “strong” let- 
ter of protest to Wimbledon and 
has also written to the Football 
Association and Fife, world foot- 
ball’s governing body, which is 
expected to rule on the matter 
next week. 

The English imports - when 
their dubs release diem- will be 
crucial to his team's prospects, 
but Simoes is still proud of his 
home-grown men. The mid- 
fielder Theodore Whitmore 
and the defender Ricardo 
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Gardner drew particular praise. 

“They play with a very 
Brazilian philosophy - confi- 
dent with the ball, calm and 
looking for space.” Simoes said. 
“As for the heavies, no one plays 
hard in Jamaica. Til have to 
look to the players from Eng- 
land for that!” 

Guatemala 

A stadium where 80 people 
were killed IS months ago was 
the venue for a riot this week. 

A scuffle between two play- 
ers at a club game on Wednes- 
day sparked a major breach of 
the peace between the teams 
and their fans, leaving 72 peo- 
ple injured and several cars 
wrecked at the Guatemala City’s 
Mateo Flores stadium - which 
was the scene of a stampede 
(due to over-selling) that left 80 
dead and more than 200 seri- 
ously injured in October 1996. 

Martin Macho of Comuni- 
cadones and German Ruario of 
Municipal started trading 
punches on the pitch soon af- 



Set-piece; The new set of French postage stamps issued this week to commemorate the World Cup finals. Every venue is 
featured, including (centre) the new Stade de France, which hosts its first match on Wednesday Photograph: AP 


ter the game ended with a 3-0 
victory for Comunicaciones. 
Other players, coaches and fens 
quickly joined in, spreading the 
free-for-all to the stands, dress- 
ing rooms, and ultimately the 
car park. It took 300 police of- 
ficers and volleys of tear gas to 
quell the riot. 

Croatia 

On the day that Croatia were 
drawn in the same group as Yu- 


goslavia in the qualifiers for the 
next European Championship, 
news broke of an unprece- 
dented football deal in the po- 
litically troubled Balkans. 

D amir Stojak, the top scor- 
er for the Yugoslav club Vo- 
jvodina Novi Sad, could soon be 
moving to Croatia Zagreb. Such 
a transfer would be the first be- 
tween the two hostile countries 
since the break-up of former 
Yugoslavia and the 1991 war. 



137 days— and counting until the World Cup 
finals begin in France 

^The Netherlands have no chance of winning the World 
Cup this year, or any other year - accortfing to the coach 
of their Sustrious dub side. Ajax. Morten Olsen, once an 
elegant defender for Denmark but now in charge of the 
Amsterdam team, said this week: ‘Everyone can play football here 
but the Netherlands will never be world champions. You don’t have 
the right mrdset Ybu have the players but what you really need is 
that Over my dead body' attitude. If the Duteh want to be world champ- 
ions, they have to play seven excellent games. During a world champ- 
ionship that is Impossible There is always one match where you 
can't save yourself with beautifiri football. ’ Olsen sad the over-em- 
phasis on attack in Dutch domestic football was parity to blame 

- Rupert Metcalf 


Sinclair is poised for move to West Ham 


QyOTES OF 
THE WEEK 

#Therefe no posit gettoig 
uptight and I won’t lose 
any sleep over the result 
Manchester United man- 
ager Alex Ferguson after 
another defeat by South- 
ampton. 

• He was an absolute 
joke, an absolute dis- 
gaca Gordon Strachan, 
Coventry manager, on 
the performance of refer- 
ee Stephen Lodge in the 
match against Arsenal 

• John Hartson came 
over and got involved be- 
cause he knows I can’t 
fight West Ham manager 
Harry Redknapp on foe 
touchline scuffle that fol- 
lowed Samassi Aboufe cfe- 
missal against Tottenham. 

• We are at a disadvan- 
tage in this group geo- 
graphically because we 
seem to be playing in the 
former Yugoslavia national 
championsrtpi fretand man- 
ager Mick McCarthy after 
foe Republic are drawn 
with Croatia, Yugoslavia 
and Macedonia in a quaB- 
fying group for Euro 2000. 

• 1 keep on telling myself 
how lucky I am. There 
must be a lot of people in 
foe Chelmsford ‘Nek* who 
would have loved to have 
been on the Cdte d'Azur. 
Tony Adams, the Arsenal 
defender, on his rehabili- 
tation from injury. 

0 It did not matter 
which one won. Brandy 
Williams, mother of Sere- 
na and Vfenus. foe teenage 
tennis sisters who played 
each other for the ftet time 
at senior level at the Aus- 
tralian Open \fenus won. 

• That was my worst 
performance ever and if I 
am going to be any good 
at this game there is no 
way I can let myself play 
like that Tim Henman 
after losing to the French- 
man Jerome Gdmard at 
the same event 
#Wve just cost me two 
shots. I might have known. 
You ought to apologise 
Thatfs the least you can 
da Nick Faldo takes his 
frustrations out on two 
pressmen whom he be- 
lieves distracted him at the 
Johnnie Walker Classic. 



West Ham's manager, Harry 
Redknapp, is confident he will 
complete the signing of the 
Queen's Park Rangers forward 
Trevor Sinclair on Monday. 

The deal for the former Eng- 
land Under-2I man will proba- 
bly be made up of cash plus 
players, but it not clear who will 
be heading for Loftus Road in 
exchange. Iain Dowie, Ian Bish- 
op, Tun Breacker and Keith 
Rowland are thought to be 
among the candidates. 

Redknapp has been chasing 
Sinclair since before Christmas, 
and sees him as a key part of his 
rebuilding programme. “A deal 
has been agreed but we are still 
woriong out which players will go 
in the other direction,” he said. 

Daniele Dichio, the former 
Queen's Park Rangers striker 
who joined Sampdoria under the 
Bosnian ruling last summer, is 


Stevenage Borough are not the 
only British non-League club 
striving for an shock result this 
weekend. North of the border, 
Annan .Athletic and Edinburgh 
City are both engaged in Ten- 
□ents Scottish Cup third-round 
action today. 

Of the teams outside the 
Scottish League who have 
caused an upset in the compe- 
tition over recent years, the ma- 
jority have come from the 
Highland League. But now 
sides from the East of Scotland 
League are b eginning to mak e 
progress and dream of glory. 

Annan set off yesterday for 
a six-hour coach trip to 
Aviemore to prepare for their 
meeting with Inverness Cale- 
donian Thistle. Edinburgh City, 
who tackle Premier Division 
Dunfermline, hope a trip over 
the Forth Bridge will secure 
their passage to the fourth 
round. Both clubs will collect 
£6.500 for getting this far - and 
Annan say they will split the 
money with their players. 

The Dumfriesshire side will 
be looking to the striking part- 
nership of Norman Mont- 
gomerie and Euan Brydson to 
find the net against Inverness. 
Montgomerie, a 31 -year-old 
process worker at IC1, has 


poised to sign for Sunderland, 
who had a £2m bid for Dichio 
turned down last year. The 23- 
year-old is expected to complete 
the £750.000 move early next 
week, ending his disappointing 
stint in Italy’s Series I. 

Ron Atkinson is hoping to 
persuade Andy Griffin, the 18- 
year-old Stoke left-back, to join 
Sheffield Wednesday, rather 
than Newcastle or Leicester. 
The Wednesday manager ex- 
pects to be given permission to 
talk to Griffin over the weekend 
if Wednesday confirm they are 
matching the £l3ro valuation. 

Chris Kamara. Stoke’s new 
manager, hopes to sign Celtic’s 
Scotland left-back. Scott McKin- 
lay, on loan for the rest of the sea- 
son as a replacement for Griffin. 

Russell Osman, the 38-year- 
old former England defender, 
has been sacked as the manag- 


scored 38 goals since moving 
from a junior ride, Cumnock, in 
the dose season. 

Annan’s manager, Kevin 
Hetherington, who spent nine 
years as a player with Queen of 
the South, said: “Norman has 
a marvellous scoring record 
but he knows he has a lot to 
thank Euan for. He is very un- 
selfish, acts as a feed for Nor- 
man and helps creates a lot of 
chances. 

“We are basically a young 
side and we have prepared re- 
ally bard for this game. In fact, 
the players requested an extra 
night’s training after we heard 
the draw ” 

Edinburgh City’s manager, 
Gordon Rae. said: “It has 
reached the stage now when the 
players have to take a step 
back from the publicity and 
think about the game. We do 
have to climb Everest but then 
Everest has been climbed before 
and, without being over confi- 
dent I feel we have to go to 
Dunfermline believing we can 
produce a result” 

The holders, Kilmarnock, 
make the short journey south to 
take on Stranraer at Stair Park. 
“We've had an amazing number 
of requests for tickets from 
places as distant as Manchester, 


er of Cardiff City on the eve of 
the club’s FA Cup fourth-round 
tie against Reading. Osman, 
who had been criticised by some 
fens in recent weeks because of 
Cardiff's disappointing League 
form, was told at the end of a 
near four-hour board meeting. 
Kenny Hibbitt the dub's direc- 
tor of football, takes over the 
manager’s role. 

Crystal Pafece are giving a 
trial to a former Milan player. 
Patrizio Bfllio, who hopes to link 
up at Selhurst Park with his fel- 
low Italians, Atrilio Lombardo 
and Michele Padovano. 

, One of Chelsea's Italians. 
Gianfranco Zola, has been left 
out of Italy's squad for next 
week's World Cup warm-up 
game against Slovakia at Cata- 
nia. Also missing is the In- 
ternaziooale goalkeeper, 
Gianluca Pagliuca. 


Newcastle, Belfast and Dublin,” 
Stranraer's manager. Camp- 
bell Money, said, “ft’s an at- 
tractive match because this club 
has never entertained the Scot- 
tish Cup holders before." 

Kilmarnock's manager, Bob- 
by Williamson, said: “I just 
wish we were going into the 
third round every year as Cup 
holders. We want to hang on to 
the trophy, and that’s why there 
won’t be any complacency from 
my players tomorrow." 

The Third Division strag- 
glers, Dumbarton, will have to 
show improved form at Bog- 
bead if they are to progress at 
the expense of Premier Division 
Motherwell. Ian Wallace's side 
have the worst home record in 
the league: five defeats and five 
draws in 10 games. 

Heart of Midlothian, who 
meet Clyde at Tynecastie Park, 
will be without their French 
goalkeeper, Gilles RousscL be- 
cause of flu, so they must 
choose between his deputies, 
Roddy McKenzie and Myles 
Hogarth. 

Rangers are away to Hamil- 
ton in a tie which has been 
switched to Motherwell's Fir 
Pann, while Celtic entertain 
Morton at Parkhead. 

— .Ken Gaunt 


Zola’s recent performances 
for Italy have not impressed the 
coach. Cesare Maidini, who 
has recalled the young Parma 
goalkeeper, Gianluigi Buffbn, as 
the understudy to the experi- 
enced .Angelo Peruzzi, of Ju- 
ventus. With Peruzzi absent. 
Buffon substituted for the in- 
jured Pagliuca during the away 
leg of Italy's World Cup play- 
off against Russia in Moscow 
last October and performed 
well in the 1-1 draw. Zola did 
not play in either playoff game. 

Ricbard Sneekes, West 
Bromwich Albion's Dutch mid- 
fielder, has signed a new three- 
and-a-haif year contract with the 
Midlands club. 

Robert Fleck, the former 
Scotland striker, is on he way out 
of Norwich City after being told 
that his contract will not be re- 
newed at the end of the season. 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 


Spirits were high among sup- 
porters and directors as Oxford 
United welcomed back a former 
player, Malcolm Shotton, as 
their new manager yesterday. 

The 40-year-old Shotton 
was the fans’ favourite to suc- 
ceed Malcolm Crosby, who 
stepped down earlier in the 
week after five games in charge, 
at the First Division dub. 

Oxford have agreed nominal 
compensation with Barnsley, 
where Shotton was the reserve 
team manager. He officially 
takes over after today’s home 
game against Portsmouth, but he 
is likely to be introduced to the 
crowd before the match. 

The former centre-back 
captained Oxford during their 
heady years in the mid-1980s, 
leading the team to successive 
championships and then the 
Milk Cup in 1986. 

He has been appointed to fit 
into a management team which 
also includes Maurice Evans, 
who was his manager whea he 
was a player at the Manor, and 
Crosby, who is staying on as first 
team coach. 

‘‘Malcolm is a winner and his 
record shows that," Keith Cox, 
Oxford's managing director, 
said. “He has proven leadership 
qualities and that decisiveness 


The 32-year-old former Chelsea 
and Rangers player, who has 
scored 84 goals in 292 appear- 
ances during two spells with the 
Canaries, bas been told he can 
leave as the First Division club 
needs to cur the wage bDL 

Venables has virtually ruled 
out guiding Australia to the 
2002 World Cup. Speaking from 
London, the former England 
manager said his future with the 
Socceroos was uncertain, but it 
seems increasingly unlikely be 
will continue after next month's 
World Series tournament against 
South Korea, Chile and Japan. 

Michael Laudrup will leave 
the Dutch dub Ajax in summer 
to play his final season with FC 
Copenhagen and will replaced 
at Ajax by his younger brother, 
the Rangers striker Brian, ac- 
cording to reports in Denmark. 

- Mark Burton 


we were looking for. I have no 
doubts that we have got the right 
man. He will give the dub a lift” 

Crosby has selected today’s 
side, dropping the teenage strik- 
er Jamie Cook. Either Martin 
Aldridge or Matt Murphy will 
play up front alongside Nigel 
Jemsoo. The midfielder Martin 
Gray returns after ? one-match 
suspension, but Chrisiophe 
Remy and Mike Ford are both 
injured. 

Pompey's caretaker-manag- 
er, Keith Waidon, may indude 
the Australian striker John 
Aloisi, who missed the last two 
matches with an Achilles injury, 
and the veteran marksman 
Steve Claridge, who has ar- 
rived on loan from Leicester. 

Nottingham Forest can ex- 
tend their lead at the top of the 
First Division by winning at 
Queen's Park Rangers today 
while their main rivals are in- 
volved in the FA Cup. Their 
manager, Dave Bassett, is de- 
tc round that the adverse pub- 
licity regarding charges of 
transfer "bungs" ar the dub 
should not distract his players. 

“I don't want to get involved 
in this and I won't let the play- 
ers get dragged into it. either ” 
Bassett said. "We’ve got to con- 
centrate on the job in hand." 
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TENNENTS SCOTTISH C U P 

Annan Athletic and Edinburgh City travel in 
search of their brief moment of fame 


Manor favourite Shotton 
back in charge at Oxford 


SIDELINES ■ 

Groves leads the 
droves to Villa 



THE 

EX-FILES 


Loyalty is reputedly a thing 
of the past, with players who 
care more for the colour of 
the money than the shirt 
happily defecting to their - , 

ninst rivals. Distant dealings between AstonVmaand 
West Bromwich Albion, who today renew a testifies mine 
FA Cup, prove it is hardly a modem phenomenoo.^ _■ 

Take WiUie Groves, who masterminded Albion s 3-0 d^ 
feat of Villain the 1892 final. TWo years later, as the first 
.0 be transferred fa £100, he helped Villa w the chants- 
ionsbip. John Reynolds scored in the same final, yet bythe 
time the neighbours contested the trophy again, in 1893, 
he was in the daret and blue. Albion’s goalkeeper in their 
three consecutive finals from 1886, Bob Roberts, also left 
for Villa. ■ ..... j . 

When VDla last lifted the Cup, in 1957 , then: side mduded 

T immy Dugdale, a Wembley winner with Albion three years 
earlier. Those who have switched from Villa Park tothe 
Hawthorns more recently indude Tony Moriey, JoteDec- 
han, Ken. McNaught, Nigel Spink, Graham Fenton and Phil 
King (both on loan), with the cricketer-keeper Tim Cumbes, 
Steve Hunt and Ugo Ehiogu making the reverse journey. 

Vflla exploited a contractual loophole to snap up 
Ehiogu in 1991, when their manager was Ron Atkinson. 
At the same time Big Ron signed Cyrille Regis, a Black 
Country folk hero in the first of his two spells in charge of 
Albion. Today, Regis will be part of West Brom’s coach- 
ing staff, bursting to get the better of his former club and 
colleague. 



1 The Tycho Bracbe Plan- 
etarium in his home town, 
Copenhagen. A place, like 
Old Trafford, where you 
can occasionally watch 
breathtaking natural phe- 
nomena. 

2 Kronbotg Castle, the 
setting Shakespeare used 
for Hamlet 

3 The Vflring museum at 
Raskilde, a good place to 
be reminded what a real- 
ly good slaying is like. 

4 The Great Belt Exhibi- 
tion centre. A display of 
bridge architecture rather 
than trouser support 

5 The Little Mermaid. 
Sorensen will hope his 


team keep their heads 
better today than the mer- 
maid has recently. 

6 Thespratof Hans Chris- 
tian Andersen. Walsall will 
certainly be in feiiy-tate ter- 
ritory if they win today. 

7- Aquavit Immensely in- 
toxicating potato spirit 

8 The Dannebrog (the 
Danish flag) - the oldest 
flag in the world, dating 
from 1219 when legend 
has it fell from sky after a 
battle in Estonia. 

9 Bacon and pastries. 

10 Visiting the Carlsberg 
brewery - probably the 
best way to forget a cup 
drubbing in the world. 


0 


NAME OF THE GAME 

No 19: THE SHAKERS 


Before his team's 1891-92 Lancashire Senior Cup final 
against Blackburn Rovers, die Bury chairman, J T Ingham, 
promised: “We shall shake ’em." Ingham’s throwaway com- 
ment was seized upon by press and supporters alike and it 
inspired a nickname which bas stuck ever since. It inspired 
the team as well: Bury beat Blackburn to win the final 2-0. 



THIS 

WEEK 



HISTORY 

LESSON 


In this week in 1977, Queen’s j Barnsley have never played 
Park Rangers were prepar- j Tottenham in the FA Cup 
ing for their fourth-round B\ : but they can go to White 
Cup tie against Manchester I Hart Lane today encour- 
United at Old Trafford. j aged by a famous victory at 
The QPR defender, } the same ground in the sam p 
David Webb, said at the j competition 17 years ago. 
time: “We’re the Cup kings, j The 1980-81 fourth 
And we’re not about to let ; round draw paired Barnsley 
United dethrone us.” He {* with Enfield, who took it to 
added: “Of course we’re dis- j a replay with a last-minute 
appointed that not more j equaliser in front of Oak- 
than 1,000 of our own sup- \ well’s biggest crowd of the 
porters will be at the game.” j season, more than 24,000. 

It was perhaps good for- ■ Such was the interest in 
tune for those who chose not ; the Isthmian League side's 
to travel, as QPR lost 1-0. \ exploits that the replay was 
A point worth noting is • switched to White Hart 
that United had progressed j Lane. More than 35,000 fens 
to that tie by defeating a \ saw Enfield hit. the wood- 
struggling Third Division • work three times, but Bams- 
team in the third round. = ley won 3-0 with goals by 
That team happens to be to- j Ttevor Aylott (two) and 
day's opponents, Walsall. = Ronnie Glavin (who, ind- 
Also worth noting is an- \ dentally, returned to London 
other event from the same j in the Cup three weeks ago 
week in 1977 - the birth of j as manager of Emley for the 
Philip Neville. \ tie against West Ham). 

THI S WEEK'S TRANSFERS 

Transfers 

fiw wwMSotewftw uHH sanotf 
fiMbw Aapiffia ffntnart) »lwcartl to Par- 

ma mj Wnc Wayne Coffin* (rrctfaUv) 

SwnWdWnfrmsdByDRtainffitaoiXiOpka 
JBMmce newness). Gordon HmE5 

jpaatow) Came to Kkrcmoek (ESlOOffi. .tan 

mnen Ktotereta] EutdeAnd to Inna 

Bay Mutiny (US): Ml Wbon fly- 

raffii » Doncaster Knto JMnt (d*ntoj 

s gsr aagasatE 

(US Corny II ftendwt StanKM- 

Hb» OOTMrf) Ayr to anMuy 


Loans/ trials 

SMfftfwMBfftbNM Vartamw ul 
nali Hteftbrf Jotion (dafaretal lout* 

Sauffimfc EM Bms Bmntfiain 

*> Bftjhan: M OaWB* Obraarti Lem- 
■r ftj Pu wiuutft Man Mhp OWwbuJJ 
ftmM ftawrtM Wi fe teat. 

Nona Ohm; a MfanttW WSoda 


i W* LMrtrt CbanrfIfridMdM) 
Cornea IB)bC 


tab fler^ad) TW kw6njSi{A»i0 to 9MHD 

Wtahnov W P»**» “W « *» 

Gryeted^anta* 


Contributors: m/Shatr. NfckHairfs, Paul Newman 
fleattefs' cenM&u ' 

The Independent 

email address; sport @ independentcc.uk 


fleattefs’ contributions wefcoww. Send to Sidelines, Sports Desk, 
1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London E14 SDL 
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Jackson central to 
Town redevelopment 







Huddersfield Town 
strayed from the norm 
when they appointed 
their manager, and so far 
have been rewarded for 
their enterprise. 

Guy Hodgson talked to 
Peter Jackson as he 
prepared for today's FA 
Cup fourth-round tie 
against Wimbledon. 


It does not take a rocket scien- 
tist to work out the commodi- 
ty Peter Jackson trades in. 
Behind the desk in his office at 
the McAlpine Stadium is a 
glass case in which the colours 
of Huddersfield Town are dis- 
played. “Be proud and hon- 
■ oured to wear this shin," the 
caption reads. 

It is what Jackson, who in- 
stalled this motivational tool be- 
lieves made him. Commitment, 
an anxiety to be seen to be work- 
ing hard, call it what you will, 
it got him to be capLain of (he 
club and, subsequently, made 
him an unusual choice as man- 
ager. When the Huddersfield 
players take the field against 
Wimbledon today, the one mis- 
take which will not be tolerat- 
ed is not caring. 

The usual suspects surfaced 
as potential replacements for 
the sacked Brian Horton last 
October. Joe Royle and Bruce 
Rioch among them, but Hud- 
dersfield resisted their lure and 
that of fading ex-internationals 
to go for a 36-year-old former 
player who was seeing out his 
coffee and mints days at Hali- 
fax Town looking for a job. Any- 
thing would do as long as it was 
in football 

If “who?" was the immedi- 
ate response from outside 
Yorkshire, then “why?" fol- 
lowed immediately afterwards. 
The impressive McAlpine Sta- 
dium in the hands of someone 
who had never been a manag- 


er before? "Well, it's a disap- rally and who become a pillar 
pointment waiting to happen, beyond the confines of Bradford 
isn t '*? City after the fire that killed 52 

Some calamity. Since Jack- people in May 1985. As captain. 


son arrived bringing the sages 
Terry Yorath and Teny Dolan 
with him, Huddersfield have 
slopped being the coconuts of 
the First Division shy who were 
rock bottom with no wins and 
just four points. Nine games in 
which only two defeats have 
been suffered have taken them 
to the relative respectability of 
19th place and offered them an 
opportunity for Cup renown 
against Wimbledon. 

"If you looked at the league 
table you couldn't take a bet on 
us getting relegated." Jackson 
said describing the situation 
that greeted him. “The players 
didn't enjoy training, they 
didn't enjoy matches and there 



FA CUP 

COUNTDOWN 


was no real team spirit. We 
were gening beaten too easi- 
ly. That’s what we’ve turned 
round. 

“It’s such a famous old shirt, 
blue and white stripes, and 
when I was captain 1 used to 
look forward to putting it on. 
That's what I wanted to install 
in the players. What the fans 
want to see is pride and passion. 
We won’t win every game but 
we'll give it a go." 

The last sentence could sum 
up Jackson the player. He was 
a whole-hearted defender, the 
sort of player whom peers 
looked to for leadership natu- 


he organised hospital visits and 
fund-raising for the victims, 
taking the players out into a 
shocked community. 

“I’ve been asked a 1U0 
times to go through that day 
but I don’t, really like to talk 
about it, it is too horrendous 
to describe,” he said. “It look 
years and years to get over, if 
indeed I have. I still think 
about it now, the memories are 
clear as they were the day it 
happened. 

“We thought it hadn't af- 
fected my younger daughter. 
Charlotte, who was 1 8 months 
old at the time. Then some 
time later she drew a picture of 
her dad at work, playing foot- 
ball. The stand she drew had 
flames coming from it. h was 
on fire," 

The dub s promotion from 
the old Third Division (hat sea- 
son was an irrelevence in the 
face of tragedy, but fouLball 
helped Bradford move on and. 
in turn, it elevated Jackson, who 
joined Newcastle United in the 
First Division the following 
year. 

It is, he says, the best trophy 
he ever won when he was 
awarded player of the season by 
supporters ahead of two play- 
ers who have since passed out 
of the memoiy. Oh. go on. you 
might have heard of them: ftiul 
Gascoigne and Peter Beardsley. 

It was also at St James' Park 
that Jaekson came closest to the 
game's highest honours, a fifth- 
round FA Cup lie against to- 
day's opponents. “U was the 
year they won it. 19S8. and I 
honestly feel if we'd beaten 
them that day we'd have got to 
the final. We were playing ever 
so well, it was a full house and 
maybe the occasion got too 
much for us. We were out- 
fought basically, we didn't give 
them a game that day. You 


MAJOR WEE KEND FIXTURES AND POOLS CHECK 


TODAY Third Division 

-1 , , f 18 Barnet v Colchester 

19 Brighton v Scarborough 

FA Cup foqrd, round 

2 21 Doncaster v Macclesfield 

I ^Btf ^v WImblcdoa 22 Hartlepool v Rotherham 

f a 24 Rochdale » Leyion Oneni 

• ^ S * yiVfcv *“** S f0nWflch cu» - .... GM Vauxhall Conference 
J?E£5?“ J £L A,Se,,,, ‘ 27 Dover yRuSfKfcn 

II nOenham v Bamstey - Gateshead » Heretoro 

- Co»B8 y»D8ty. 28 Hafrta* v Slough 

- tperediv Sheffield Utd ..... 29 Heanestord v Hayes 

30 Kettering v Famborough — 

[Wtaiwide Football League 31 Kiddernwrater v Morecambe 


FA Cup tajrdi round 


22 Hartlepool v Rotherham 

- Htil v Peterborough . . 

23 Ltacota Oty v Notts County . 

24 Rochdale v Leyton Onem 

25 Savnharpe v Swansea 

26 Torquay v Shrewsbury ... 


UniBond League 
Premier Division 

45 BEhop Auckland v Marne 

46 Blytti Spartans v Runcorn . 

47 Chortey v Boston Utf 

48 Cotwjrn Bay v Leigh RM . . 
48 Emiey v Wraford . _ 

Tennents Scottish Cup 
Third round 

Ame * Ross Cou»y - 
Atoav-V • .. 

C^ftcv Merlon 

D m Oancn v Mctoerwel . . 
CXndee Urd v Aberdeen .. . 
CuitOTTtoe v EOnaagh Oty 


First Division 

- Bated Oty vSwndon 

- MortUtOvPurtwnouth ... 

- Art Vale v Craw 

- OPR « Motfln^vn Forest - 

Second Dhrhion 

- Bamamouth v Ottem 

- ftwtttord v W«iora .. ...... ., 

12 ftiflol Oty » Northampton 

13 y Southend 

- Carfefe yBrtna Rovere. 

- Lutcn v Futon ..... ...... .. .... 

14 Plymouth v Wigan 

is Praaon v Chesterfield 

16 Wycombe vaadmod. , 
l7W)ritvl«wa»_J_r ... 


32 Leek V StalyWdge 

- Northwich v Cheltenham 

33 Southport y We*ng.. 

Ryman League 
Premier Division 

34 Aylesbury v Carshalton 

35 Boreham Wood v Bishop s storriord . 

36 Chesham y Hoybndge 

37 Dagenham S Redbridge v Hitchrn .... 

38 Dulwich v Purheet 

39 Hendon v Enfield. — — • 

40 Krtgsionan v Basngstoke 

41 Oxford Oty v Bromley - 

42 Sutton United v St Afcans 

43 Walton S Hensham v Harrow ■- 

44 Vhadmg v Gravesend 


taFwPark, MoBvfWdB) 

Hearts w Csydetar* . _ .. 

Hberrsan v Ranh 

Inverness CT u Aman Athlete „ „ 
Uvrtgsron v Ai*on Rovers . 

Queen ol the South v Snrtng . 

St Johnstone v Pan** 

Stertfnxjsarrxjtf v FafJrt- . _. 

Stranraer v hinarw* . _ . 

TOMORROW 
FA Cup fourth round 

Manchester Crty v West Ham (215) 
Stevenage v Newcastle (413) 

Tennents Scottish Cup 
Third round 

tXrdeevStMntn(20). . 



Dynamic duo: Peter Jackson (left) and Terry Yorath have overseen a Huddersfield revival 


Photograph: Empics 


could say 1 owe Wimbledon 
one." 

From Newcastle Jackson re- 
turned to Bradford for £300.000 
- “a mistake. I'm remembered 
now for my two bad years at the 
end rather than the eight good 
ones in ray first spell" - and then 
was given a free transfer to Hud- 
dersfield. Like a house buyer 
finding the perfect home, some- 
thing clicked. 

“As soon as 1 came to the old 
stadium and walked through the 


doors 1 felt as though it was my 
club." JacksoD said. "I don't 
know what it was but I thought: 
“This is for me". My form 
picked up and l went from 
strength to strength. From that 
day to this I've had a wonder- 
ful relationship with the staff,, 
the fans, everybody.” 

The Huddersfield board re- 
membered that as Horton was 
on his way out, and called Jack- 
son for a Sunday morning meet- 
ing. “1 had all the emotions. I 


was playing for Halifax against 
Kettering on the Saturday and 
how I got through that game 1*11 
never know because my mind 
was going, “What questions 
are they going to ask, what am 
I going to say’?" 

He must have come up with 
some good answers because 
Jackson was appointed almost 
immediately. “Some ex-in- 
lemationals or managers with 
20 years experience don't get in- 
terviews for a job like this. 


SPORT ON THE INTERNET 


Scandinavian Saddlers may miss Walsall’s finest hour 


Perhaps one should nut he 
surprised that even the small- 
er football clubs have their 
own web sites, hut most of 
GM Vauxhall Conference 
.sides have either an official or 
unofficial site. 

Stevenage Borough, the 
last non-League side left in the 
FA Cup. have a very good site 
with the usual mix of results, 
match reports, news, history, 
player info and merchandising. 

For the braver among you. 
there is the chance to sample 
Boro's FA Cup song via Lhe 
web site. Also, pictures are 
promised of their new away 
stand “which is coming on 
nicely” and this may come as 
a slight reassurance for all 


those Gcordies streaming 
down from the north-east for 
tomorrow's match. 

Cardiff City are the only 
Third Division side left in the 
competition and. of their two 
main weh sites, the unofficial 
one is much the better. Yes- 
terday both of them led with 
the surprising news that Cardiff 
had sacked their manager Rus- 
sell Osman the day before one 
of their most important match- 
es for years and the official site 
managed to spell the now ex- 
manager’s first name wrong. 

Spelling is not the strongest 
suit on the internet, but getting 
Osman's name wrong does 
rather add insult to injury. 

There are two clubs from 


the Second Division. Wfclsall 
and Grimsby, both of whom 
are playing Premier League 
opposition. Manchester Unit- 
ed and Leeds respectively. 

Maybe it is because Walsall 
now have a Danish manager, 
but the best unofficial site is 
in Swedea Why Walsall in par- 
ticular should have such a 
Scandinavian following beats 
me. What is more under- 
standable is that Grimsby have 
a Norwegian web site, but 
you have to be fluent in Nor- 
wegian to understand it. 

The Stevenage site puts its 
seniors to shame in terms of 
club histoiy. I find it hard to 
believe that details of Walsall’s 
defeat of Manchester United 


nevermind get appointed, so for 
a person who is not really 
known outside Yorkshire it was 
fantastic. The club have gam- 
bled on me." 

So far - with Yorath and 
Dolan to guide him - so good 
and a cup run would be an em- 
bellishment to a promising start 
in management. Hudderfield 
could have lost their shirts 
when they bet on Jackson, in- 
stead they have had one 
framed. 


ADDRESSES 


Stevenage official site 

htlp^AmwsiBVBnageboiudBmori 

caiW 

Cardiff CHy official site 
http://wwwitynaech.ca uK/ccafc/ 
Cardiff City unofficial site 
hnp://ds.cfialpi3«xonVrn4mams/ 
ccafchtm 

Walsall unofficial stta 

http://hem2.pBS8agen.s6/heijulf/ 

Indax-htm 

Grimsby Town unofficial site 
h^/wwwgzrnocaLdemcrLcai*/ 

Grimsby Town unofficial site 
(in Norwegian) 
http://www.marina.unn.no/ 
-svenw/grtnsby.html 


in the third round of the Cup 
in 1975 does not get a men- 
tion. I'm sure that there are 
thousands of Saddlers’ fans in 
Scandinavia and elsewhere 
praying for a repeat today. 

- Edward Abeison 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


TODAY 

Football 

3.0 untess uteri 

VABE Ftouth itwn± Sud- 

°^fa wi»Burecouafi Fourth-round re- 
p yy Bu gew MVElfteroe; Lymington 
vaati rce; North Forrfcy v Cowes Sports, 
4 Mlchvn v Oadby. 

LEAGUE Premier Division (Ifc- 
“Wnoton paobcfluttm* AHreton v Sfcerv 
Sjwon ANrhSan v Gutsetoy. FHekkiy v 
Beratfiij Gainsborough v Burro*; 
*2*/ Barter Bridge; Lancaster v Ac- 
F foMn aart ty RrstDMNon: Ashton IM 
yJJWjgtoi; Bradford Parte Avenue v Wflt- 
^'^rtn.'Ccndattir v Lncoki Utri: Eaat- 
fo wi y Ttafferd; Farato y Celtic v 

1 '™fcl±Ftaon 


Y dbmartemr 1 


5*21? Mbtbdc V Droyisden: Stocks- 


PH MAR TBg LEAGUE PramtorPlytetog 
ffifint) v Branggrove; Bain v St 
Laona| riB aa n no i L Dorofasfar v ~femwortft: 
aouc8Bar vAHw(fflDn fl; Halesowen Tbwn 


I Nuieeton; gtthgboume 
fray Lfe wra: Worcester v Gwriey Hoyag 
DMstan: Badw orth v EWwm. 
v Moor Green; Granthsm v Stariord 


CokJfteW v Reddtth; 

•CrtK WWiecfi v Bistoa 

B*tock v caencester. Chert*** 
Oevedon v Hevant: Dwriwri Jf 
Cmderfaqj; Rsper Athietta v Erttha 


pawwens v Ftoet Vtea v Ba^ey. 

WMAN LEAGUE Fhst Division: AJderahol 
-fawn; Barton Ffcwsrav Hamp- 
Wl Bfeteay v Bognor Rage: 0^ * 
Chalsay; Laahertiead v Grays; Menfenhead 

WSEFESs 

Bartdng; CheslM* v Matrapofen^ 
to: Beware vWitriam; LeegWony^fvey 


I to: B ^warayWithani; Lecghton^T 0 ^ 
^•>'5 ; Uariow v Nortfrwood: 


&&wfcW^te&RncWeyv Croydon «h- 
W1NST0NLEAD KENT LEAGUE IW* 

vfart: fcctartiam v Cortntwan (2i9: D*a 


v WMstaWs: Greenwicfi v Chatham gi5); 

Heme Bay v Cray VtoiOaers: Hyrtv&fc 

Green; Bamsgae vCartrerhury: SwHniey ha- 
£33 y, Entft^wn (ZO>: ThamMmead v 
CrecfcenM: Turtondge Weds v Lcnaswooa; 
VCD Athletic v Faversham (2l5t 
UNMET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First 
Division: ArurxfelvCfttf^st eny j^^ 
Ftetm- Laronev Sports v Ponfielafognam 
V Hassocks: Rmgmer v Me Oak: Sa/tdean 
v Shoreiwn: Sasey v Peacarwven & Tels- 

Kempsaxt V PPtton: Mrrle^Stec Xsttme v 
St Meets; SpakAig v BoOTr Tosvn.wwva- 
borough v Northampton Spencer. WooTftn 
v Stotwd. . 

SCREWFtX DIBECT LEAGUE 
Division: Chppeflham v Ertre: Baqrwel 
v Bristol Manor Farm: Barnsrapte v Mek- 
BHam; Bristhgton 1 Bidetorti: Caine vKeyn- 
sham: Chard v Marwrefleid, Odd Down v 
Brtdpwt: Pailton v Twhngton; Taunton v 
Westbury; rnrerton v Bndgwater. 
northebn COUNTTK E AST LE AGUE 
Premier Division: Arnold v Thaddey^Bngg 
w Lhrereedse; Curaon Ashton v Oswn 
Town; Hatful Main v Gte^noughton WeF 
(are- Maltby v EcdesM; Osset! Alwn v 
MjckraS: Pontefrart v Haiam; Settiy v 
Armthorpe; Sheffield v DenaBy. 
jEWSON WESSEX LEAG UE; •Rxto n.v 
vyratetuch; Aerosfnjcturea v Ghnstcnurcti; 
Bournemouth FC v Newt«ry: Brodwnfairst 
v Andover Dcwnayi V flomsBy: East Cowe s 
v Bemarton Heath; Gosport v Thetcftam 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 
Bay -Swn v SOhsm: Cbctan v Vto- 
boys; Fatanftam v Tiptree: Grea t varm oum 
, r3y ■ Halstead v YUbodfindge: FSston v Ft*- 
fastowe: Lowestoft v Dess; Siowm artot v 
Harwich & Parkeston: artwry Wanderers 
v Mawmartat; Wramam v Walton 
1MTERUNK EXPB^S MtDUUmALlJ- 
ANCE: Btastwidi v Ototxjy: Boldm ew St 
ifchaMs v WfcnhaJ: «ngs Norton v Q»»- 
town: Knyptretey v Petshore: PebaB v 
Bndpnonh: Rocestsr v Strartort: Rushal v 
Halesowen Hamers: Sandwel v Stapenhil. 
Shdnai v Wetfriesfieid. 

ARNOTT (NSUBANCE NOHTHERN 

LEAGUE Ftrsl Division: BSngham Syn- 
thorsa v Mtnon; Bfirgham Town v South 
SMkis; Dunston FB v Rerwith: Dur ham v 
Northolerton; Eaatgton v Satckion; *5"™! 
v Bedfington; Morpeth v GtreisorOuffi. 
SWdon v Conastt Tbw Law v Crooh- 


Cup third round: Blackpool Rovers v Van*- 
hal GM; Garewood v Gtossop. StebTteredale 
v Kdagrova 

PRESS & JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 
Brora Rangers v Nairn County; Cove 
Rangers v Fort WAem; Peveronvale v 
CbOTCCUddn. Eta* v Wick Academy. For- 
res Mechanics v Buckie Trestle: Keith v 
Fraserburgh; Peterhead v LosstemDUth: 
Rothes v Huntiy 

LEAGUE OF WALK: Atwrysrwyiti v Haver- 
fordwest (2301; Barry v Cwmbran (2XA. Caar 
sws v Inter CabJe-Tei Cardiff if JOI: 
Carmarthen v Wtawder (230): Cemaes Vnys 
Mon v Caemarton (£30i: Ebbw Vale v 
Newtown (230). Fmi v Rhyl 1230): Porth- 
madog v Bangor Crty i2301 
BASS IRISH CUP Fifth round: Ards v ta- 
stftiAe: Bel yc tare w Balymcnev: BaSymena 
v Gleororan; Camck v Armagh; Qrfronvfte 
v Gfenavon; Cderaine v Chimney Corner. 
Crusaders v Bangor. Distillery v HUC; Oru- 
maness kOs v Kiyteaah (2t5). Dungannon 
Swifts v Balramafiard: Durtmurry Rec v Ards 
Rangers 12151: Lame v Portadown; unfea 
w Tooermote, LouangaH v Crumin (215). 
Newry v Dkmdeia. uma^i v Lmavadv 
HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRELAND 
Premier Division: Derry City v Kilkenny 
(7301 

Rugby Union 

APtiniess stared 
INTERNATIONAL MATCH 

Italy v Scotland (1-30) 

(a Trevtsol 

TETLEVS BITTER CUP Fifth round: Bath 
v Richmond; London Insh v Rotherham. 
Nonhanwor v Gloucester: Saracens v 
Leicester (2301 West Hartlepool v Rugby 
1201 

ALLIED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP TWO: 
Coventry v Orral; London Scottish v Ej«k 
JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE ONE Har- 
rogate- v Liverpool St Helens (215): Leeds 
v Odey: Nonmreiam v Readrg: Whariedala 
v Lvdney (2151 Two North (2 JO): Hnckley 
v Kendal: UcftfieW v B«mmgnam,'5owxA: 
Nuneaton v Walsall. Sandal v Sheffield 
(2.T5); Sed^ey Park v Aspama (215): Stotr- 
treJge v Preston Grassbcppeis. Wnrwigton 
Park v Manchester Two South (230): 
Chenenham v Havant Esher v Cambe^y 
CB; Hurley v TaOajQ MeW4X*W| Pp- 
ice v Ptytnouth 130 Norm Vtasnam v Bark- 
ing (2.15): Redruth » Bridgwater 
Weston-super-Mare v CMron (301 
SWALEC CUP Fifth round (230): Awrawn 
v Maesag: AoeniHwy v Adeiavon Quins 
Buith Wens v Nert»rm: Cwmgors v C-aer- 
ddv ED). GarreShaBh V?k»nnw. ttwJWl 
v Neaih. Llerthvr v uaneki pJ? Newondge 
v CartStr Pienygraio v Tredegar. Poniypndd 
v TreOrChy: Sever Seteis v Cross keys. 
South Wbles Police v MewE"5r: Tonflu v 


Swansea. Tonyretal v EbDw Va«. UWIC v 
Mcunlam Ash; Yrtysyowl v Llanharan. 

AJB LEAGUE First Division (2.30): Baty- 
mena v Cttnta/t Dolphin v Dwigannor: Gar- 
ryowen v Old Crescent: Larvsoowne v 
Shannon: Ota Betvedere v Tererue Si 
Marys v Const lu bon; Ywatg Munster v 
Btackrock Colege Second Drvtslon (230): 
Galwegians v Buccaneers: Geystnes v Dai- 
ry; instortans v wanderers: Malone « DL3P. 
Morkstown v Becttva Rangers. OW Wesley 
v Sundays Wei Skerries, v UCC 
CLUB MATCHES: Boroughmur v Waterloo: 
Londcn welsh v Blackwood (215): Mekose 
v Peeries (23C-1 

Hockey 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier Canterbury 
v BartardTioeis (130). GuMlord v Beestor 
H2 301 t« Broadivaw School. Summon 
Lane. FamcomOe), Readrg y Howdon (2C$: 
Southgate v Cannock i20l: Teddrigton r 
Drmcaaer [12 Ot 

ESL SOUTH Premier Beckenham v Gcve 
Court, Bournemouth v Puriev: C'ly of 
Portsmouth v Heme Bay: rtgn Wycomtre v 
ktodenhead: Ramgarrea vVVoimg: fleh- 
mond ^ Fareham- Trojans v OW Whmjrthans. 
Tunbndge Wet, v Easloole WimtJedon v 
Crvcnesier. Winchester v Anchonens 
DT7 MIDLAND Premier Blossoml.eid v 
North Siartoid. Edgoastor v hhaisa. Har- 
torne v HamptNMn- Atden: Norm Notts v 
Northampton Saints. Notungnam » Coven- 
try S North Warwick: CWon S Wesl W&rwek 
v Bfcnwwh 

ADNAMS EAST Premier: Cambridge LJnv 
v Bishops Siortiord. Oacion v Cambridge 
City: Cothesttt v Peterb-arough Town. Lu- 
ten Town v Ipswich: SusSwy 1 Ctosiyt 
NORTH Premier Ben FHydcing . Swahwel. 
Chester v Shetfieid Bankers. Harrogate v 
Fcmty. Nest on * Durnam Urev Norton v 
Wigan. Tmperiev v Southport ' 

WEST OF ENGLAND A SOUTH WALES 
Premier. Bristol Urev v Robbsons Chel- 
tenham v Taunton Vale: Cievedon « Ereter 
Unw. Swansea * Bath Buccaneers 

Whitchurch « Weston-super-Mare 
WOMEN'S EUROPEAN INDOOR NA- 
TIONS CUP fOrense. Sp): Pool A: Eng 
tana Stovaka. brnuana *cotena Pool h: 
Austria. Germany. Russia Span (iw 
gamer ana sw» ’inafci. 

WOMEN'S INDOOR NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Play -offs (Cocks Moor Woods. Birming- 
ham): Hanestofi Magpies v Wrviley Bay 
ffl 20i: Tmtans v Nunn Staffs (123ui. E reter 
v Haiiason Magpies (130) Cirton Scottish 
Ute v Tmans <?&' Writiev Bay v E»5ier 
t3£0) North Suite » O'tteh bestish Lite 
(4201 

WOMEN'S WEST Premier Bournemrejih 
v Cheltenham Cotwalt v Taunion vaie 
Li’nmreief v E ■mourn fleefland v *'3»e 


Basketball 

BUDWEISER LEAGUE: Leteesfer RWere v 
Cheerer Jets (730). Manchester Giants v 
Gteaet London Leopards (730). Worthing 
Bears v WaHord Royals (8DI 
UNI-BALL TROPHY Ouarter-flnel second 
leg: Birmncfiam Bullets v Newcastle Eagles 
1730) 

Ice hockey 

SUPER LEAGUE: Bawigstoke Bean v New- 
castle Cobras (730): Nottingham Panthers 
v Cardiff Devils (70) 

EXPRESS CUP: SrwfheW Stealers v top 
Scottish Eagies fTOi 

Other sports 

ATHLETICS: CoceCcia tatemadonal Cross- 
Country iBedastl 

BOWLS: Saga Vftnrid Indocr Chamownshps 
iPnasion) 

BOXING: Proiessorai Promotion (Caitiff In- 
ternational Arena) 

SNOOKER: Regal Wetei) Open (Newport) 

TOMORROW 

Football 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Conwy v Welshpool 
( 20 » 

HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRELAND 
Premier Division: Cork Crty v $5go Rovers 
( 23) St Panx* s Artiiecc v Shanvock Rovers 
|3i51 UCD v Finn Harps filiS) 

Rugby League 

FRIENDLY MATCHES: Ffeotiersune v Hak 
rta. (3 3CI): Hull v rtil Kingston Rovers 
(3151. Leeds v Huddersfield (30): Leigh v 
Woan i30). Salioid vVtemngton OP): Sf He- 
lens v S winter (30) 

Rugby Union 

TETLEVS BITTER CUP Fifth round: Sate 
v Newbury (33). Waepe v Fylde (30): 
VA-rr ester v Newcastle (ZXl 
TENNENTS PREMIERSHIP THrd DfvtsJon: 
Gterewies SiewertS Mehr*e FP (230) 

Hockey 

EHA CUP Quartflr-fkiate: Bartord Tigers v 

Comertxrv (20). CJithestef v Stoiaporl fUS: 
Dc-ncassh » Beeston (20j. Old L^entetfians 
v Cannock 1130) 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier: Old 
LcughroniafK v Eas Gmsiead (2D): Soulh- 
gaje v Horfsiow (2OI Rret Dkrtslon: BtolA- 
lands v OtK*d Univ (20): isca v Wsnngton 
(-JL30) Lpughborcxnh 5uxKfiis v Si Ataans 
(230) Sfwl feta vHu« (201 SUtMon v Brom- 
tev G 301 


WOMEN'S EUROPEAN INDOOR NA- 
TIONS CUP (Orense, Sp): Play-off games 
and finaL 

WOMENS INDOOR NATIONAL LEAGUE 


: Sheffield Sriaiks v Lon- 


ham): Pool ptey-erffe. 100 and nsa 
WOMENS MIDLAND BANK WELSH NA- 
TIONAL: Newport v Swansea; Newtown v 
Pontypndd; PEnarth v Cardtf AWetta; UVVlC 
v Cofwyn Bay. 

Basketball 

BUDWEISER LEAGUE: Chester JMs v 
Manchester Giants (530): Crystal Palace v 


Ice hockey 

SUPERLEAGUE: Ayr Scottish Eagles v 
Nottingham Panthers (630): Bracknei Bees 
v Newcastyle Cobras tea; Cardiff Dews v 
Basingstoke Bison (fid). Manchester Storm 
v Sheffield Stealers (60) 

Other sports 

BOWLS: Saga WtorU Indoor ChampionshjpB 
(Preston). 

SNOOKER: Regal Welsh Open (Newport) 


Jungle alert 
for missing 
Kommissar 


News item 

Bam ■ Gaffer, Sludgertiorpe 
Brazil’s self-styled Football 
Kommissar, is missing, 
feared dead, in lhe jungles 
of Central America. 

Sir Hirem Firem. the 
club chairman, last night 
admitted lhe club were 
“very concerned" about 
the fate of their manager. 
The 54-year-old Gaffer 
has not been in touch 
with the club since he 
flew to Central America in 
an attempt to solve 
Brazil's striker crisis by 
signing charismatic strik- 
er Che Revolta. 

Revolta. who plays for 
Cicasaparrat Juniors deep 
in the area's troubled re- 
gion, is seen as ibe right 
man to replace the former 
hard-man Brian Heckiu- 
bottora, who has gone soft 
since he went AWOL in 
the Indian hippy beach 
resort of Goa. 

Revolta. who has shot 
two referees, three oppo- 
nents and four taxi drivers 
in his controversial career, 
scored his third hat-trick 


n 


THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


of the season at the week- 
end. 

It is thought Gaffer, 
who has been unable 10 
lift Brazil from the bottom 
of the Premiership since 
replacing former manag- 
er Big Mick Sheepskin in 
September, was at the 
match but has not been 
since since leaving the 
ground in the boot of a 
large car driven by three 
men with dark glasses and 
ponchos. 

Gaffer is known as one 
of the game's survivors 
having been sacked at every 
leveL but this could be one 
gamble loo far. 

In another develop- 
ment. Heckin bottom an- 
nounced be is to become 
a candidate for the Namral 
Law Party in the European 
elections. Among his more 
unusual proposals is that 
goals are to be banned in 
football matches as the 
concepts of winning and 
losing promote ill-feeling 
between men. 

With Broccoli Moore 
still in jail after assaulting 
a police officer’s bouse 
with a Christmas Tree, 
Heckinbottom has been 
replaced in today's side by 
Herman Mann. The 17- 
year-old is the son of as- 
sistant manager Kit Mann 
who has taken over run- 
ning Sludgethorpe in 
Gaffers absence. Ivor 
Niggle (bunions) and 
Shaun Prone (headache) 
are out. 

StudBrthoipa BrazJh Panto; Blow. 
Phaca. Oft; Ganja. Rasta, Spre, 
Smith; Massive. Mann. Unaartz. 


gf SNOW REPORT 


Ski Hoeline 

Latest snow and weather reports 
from 200+ resorts in Europe and 
North Amenta. 

Voice reports 0891 333 110 + code 
Fa* reports 0897 500 OSS + code 

For a fuB list of all sld codes by 
voice or fax tfial 0990 KX1 643 


Ski Snapshot 

At a glance to snow conditions at 
over 200 resorts world- wWe 
0897 500 «X 


in association with 
M ewstel 
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Gallagher hopes the roof will fall in on rich and famous 



sr, roof insulator and goalkeeper: The longer the game goes on, we are convinced we can sneak a goal. Anything can happen' 


FA CUP 

COUNTDOWN 


Stevenage Borough’s 
veteran goalkeeper, 
Des Gallagher, has 
enjoyed a colourful 
career - he was once 
apprehended dribbling 
down the wing naked. 
Tomorrow he faces 
Newcastle United 
- and perhaps 
Alan Shearer. 

Mike Row-bottom reports. 


Freshly showered after their 
midweek victory over Here- 
ford United, the players and 
staff of Stevenage Borough 
decamped to the clubhouse 
for their customary post- 
match meal and drink. 

As the men who have 
taken this GM Vauxh&U 
Conference side to the FA 
Cup fourth round for the 
first time in the dub's history 
tucked into their spaghetti 
bolognaise and sipped cau- 
tiously at their lager, the tele- 
vision in the comer burst 
into aggressive promotion- 
al mode. 

It was Sky TV, trumpet- 
ing tomorrow’s live broad- 
cast of “the big one’' - 
Stevenage versus Newcastle 
United. A roar- part recog- 
nition, part celebration, part 
disbelief- went through the 
clubhouse. And now the 
highlights were running of 
Newcastle's victory at Der- 
by, inspired by the return of 
the man whom the Eng- 
land manager, Glenn Hod- 
die, has identified as his 
most important player in this sum- 
mer’s World Cup challenge, AJan 
Shearer. “He's back,” the commen- 
tator bellowed. 

Looking up from his spagbol the 
footballer to whom this news was per- 
haps more immediately relevant 
than any other - Stevenage’s goal- 
keeper, Des Gallagher - raised his 
eyebrows momentarily before restor- 
ing his attention to the plate in front 
of him. 

“When the draw was made, I 
didn't expect him to be back because 
of bis injury,” Gallagher said. “But 
when they brought him on against 
Derby, I suddenly thought: “Crikey. 
You are going to play against Alan 
Shearer.’ 

“Jr's in the back of my mind all 
the time. In years to come, it would 
be nice ro say that I’ve done that Ob- 


Photograph: Peter Jajr 


viously, if he does play, it will make 
things hard for us - but we’ll put 
‘Smudger on him." 

Smudger, alias the Stevenage 
centre-back Mark Smith, is a high- 
ly effective operator whose efforts 
were instrumental in achieving the 
victories over Cambridge United 
and then Swindon Town in the two 
previous rounds. Whether he will be 
able to quell the England centre-for- 
ward if Kenny Dalglish decides to risk 
him in the charged atmosphere of 
Stevenage’s Broadhall Way ground 
remains to be seen. 

Gallagher ruefully acknowledged 
that he was likely to be significant- 
ly more busy tomorrow than on the 
freezing evening of Hereford’s vis- 
it Stevenage, the sole non-League 
survivors in the competition, are not 
entitled to hold out any realistic hope 


of progressing to the fifth round - 
but there was a piquant coincidence 
in the fact that their last match be- 
fore “the big one" should have been 
against the side that so famously 
dumped Newcastle out of the FA 
Cup in 1972. 

“The manager will have us all in 
a positive frame of mind," said Gal- 
lagher, who was chosen for England’s 
semi-professional international with 
the Netherlands two seasons ago. 
"We don’t want them to score an ear- 
ly goal to get on top. but the longer 
the game goes on we are convinced 
we can sneak a goal. Anything can 
happen and we are quietly confi- 
dent." 

Regardless of tomorrow’s result, 
the occasion will rank as the high- 
light of this affable keeper's career. 
Ax 35, Gallagher is the senior pro- 


fessional at Stevenage, having played 
more than 300 games for a club with 
whom he has been for 14 of the last 
IS years. 

Rejected by Watford, where he 
played briefly as a schoolboy along- 
side Kenny JacketL Steve Terry and 
Nigel Callaghan, he arrived at 
Broadhall Way in 1985 after a num- 
ber of seasons spent in the South 
Midlands League with teams near his 
home in Luton. 

At that time Stevenage were 
down in the Isthmian League Sec- 
ond Division and just starting a 
phenomenal rise through the ranks 
which has been guided m recent years 
by the current manager, Paul Fair- 
clough. The interlude in Gallagher's 
Stevenage career came between 
1988 and 1992, when he turned out 
for Dunstable Town and also spent 


one season playing in Perth. Aus- 
tralia He earned a name for himself 
as a penalty-taker at Dunstable, 
making the headlines in a match 
against Erith when he scored twice 
from the spot and saved a penalty 
himself. That season he finished as 
joint top scorer with eight goals. 

Outfield activity of a more am- 
bitious nature had earned him an- 
other little place in non-League 
history during the 1987-88 season 
when he received an eight-match ban 
for bringing the game into disrepute 
after streaking while watching a 
Bank Holiday match. 

“I'd been on the drink," said Gal- 
lagher with disarming directness. 
“Stevenage didn't have a game so I 
watched Vauxhall against G acton in 
the Isthmian League because some 
of my mates were playing. 


“There was a bit of banter and 
some of the lads I was with dared me 
to do a streak So I ran on and start- 
ed kicking the ball and all the play- 
ers just collapsed laughing.” 

The naked custodian was even- 
tually apprehended while dribbling 
down the wing - one of the clubs' 
chairmen had to drag him from the 
field of play. “It didn’t go down too 
well with my manager at the time,” 
Gallagher said, with a grin. “But I’ve 
mellowed with age. I still like a night 
out with the lads, but I'm a family 
man now." 

His wife, Dense, and sons Caium 
and Reuben, will be present tomor- 
row in a crowd expected to number 
more than 8,000 thanks to the ad- 
ditional seating which has been spe- 
cially constructed behind one end of 

tlio rtrrktinri hn^tllAT 


. Sean, an actor who has made 
regular TV appearances in 
EasiEnd&s and The BUI, is 
also hoping to watch. 
Gallagher readily admits 
j that, he, and most of his 
' team-mates, would have pre- 
ferred to play the tie at St 
James' Park “The nearest I 
have been to the ground 
was seeing it from the train 
when .we go up to play 
Gateshead," he said. “It 
looked pretty awespme.” A 
week today the Stevenage 
players wfll have another 
f pnffllising railway glimpse of 
Newcastle's stadium, when 
they play Gateshead in the 
FA Trophy. 

The hasty construction 
of extra seating at Broadhall 
has attracted more than 
a passing interest from Gal- 

: laghe r, who was a Scaffold £T 
for many years before taking 
up his present full-time job 
as a surveyor for a roof in- 
sulation company.' 

When work began during 
last Saturday’s home match 
against Halifax, Gallagher 
was unable to resist using qui- 
et moments to cast a pro-' 
fessional eye over the 
progress of the project going 
on behind his goal on what 
one local wit has termed the 
Dalglish Stand. 

En route for the club- 
house meal in midweek, he 
paused in front of the half 
finished infrastructure and 
gave his cautious approval. 
“It looks like it should be 
done in ' time," he said. 
“There’ll probably be a 
penalty clause if it's not,” 
Gallagher's FA Cup 
preparation will involve mea- 
suring cavity walls in a series 
of north London Jafts-heis 
working; until Saturday. But, 
busy _ as he is, there is still 
plenty of time for him to be 
pestered for tickets - on 
Monday night, he and the 
other Stevenage players scut- 
tled out of the changing- 
room like thieves clutching 
booty after receiving their 
allocations. . ’ " 

Galla^l&f has even been 
pressed for tickets by parents 
at the school where he drops off his 
children in the mornings. It makes 
the FA Cup run of last year, which 
ended with a 2-0 defeat at Birming- 
ham Gty, appear relatively low- 
key. “Birmingham just fell like a day 
out, but the hype and attention for 
this match is amazing," he said 
The news has long since carried 
to Gallagher's friends back in Aus- 
tralia via screenings of BBC TV’s 
Match of the Day. “One rang up and 
told me he had seen something on 
television about Stevenage playing 
Newcastle United in the FA Cup, and 
he said: That’s not the real FA Cup. 
is it? I thought it might be another 
cup? 1 So I told him: There’s only one 
FA Cup’.” 

True - and, just for the moment 
at least, its spirit lives on in Steve- 




More emotion does not necessarily mean less authority 


Never mind David Mellor and 
his contentious comments 
about Chris Kamara's sacking, 
what about the remarks made 
this week by one of Melloris 
BBC colleagues, Zoe Ball? 

Radio One’s Breakfast 
Show presenter, a' Manchester 
Uoited fan for all of about five 
years (ie since their domination 
began), introduced her Dream 
Team on Radio Five Live on 
Monday, among them the 
“senunmy" David Beckham 
and the “mean and moody” 
Roy Keane who, apparently, 
“has all the assets of a real foot- 
baller”. She did not seem to be 
referring to Keanes box-to-bax 
engine and passing skills. 

Just a bit of fun, no doubt, 
but it still did women in foot- 
ball a huge disservice. We've 
dim bed the proverbial moun- 
tain to get where we are today 

- on a par, for the most part 
with our male contemporaries 

- and 30 minutes worth of 
Ball’s flippancies lowered our 
stock considerably. 

Sure, women tend to have 
a more emotional perspective 
on the game, but more emo- 
tion does not nece ssaril y mean 
less authority. I hope I am 
viewed as a football journal- 
ist who just happens to be a 
woman rather than a woman 
football journalist Believe 
me, there is a big difference. 


However, the one aspect of 
the game in which women will 
never be the equal of men is 
on the pitch. But it is in being 
compared to the men’s game 
that women’s football has suf- 
fered. As Fete Davies, the au- 
thor of / Lost My Heart to the 
Belles, says: “You wouldn’t 
expect a woman cricketer to 
bcwl as fast as Courtney ^felsh 
or Sally Gunnell to race Lin- 
ford Christie, so why expect 
the Doncaster Belles to be of 
comparable standard to Don- 
caster Rovers?" Until we start 
coming from that standpoint, 
the woman's game will not get 

the respect it deserves. 

Davies has done more than 
most to promote women’s 
football in this country, but die 
Football Association has also 
played a part, assuming re- 
sponsibility for the women's 
game from the WFa in 1993. 

And while the nation might 
not be aware of it, engulfed as 
it is in all things appertaining 
to France 98 , women’s football 
is having something of a pur- 
ple patch. There are now 600 
women’s teams in the UK and 
at least 750 girls’ teams, as com- 
pared to 263 in 1989. In fact, 
thegrowth has been such that 
the current set-up needs re- 
structuring. 

Fife, meanwhile, estimates 
the number of women playing 
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ON PROBLEMS 
ENCOUNTERED 
BY WOMEN 
ON AND OFF 
THE PITCH 

football worldwide at around 
30 million, while almost six 
million tuned into the 1995 
World Cup final in Sweden be- 
tween Germany and Norway. 
The 1996 Olympic Games fi- 
nal in which the US beat 
China 2-1, attracted a crowd 
of 76,000. 

Davies accepts the growth 
in the number of participants, 
and in the extent of the cov- 
erage, but maintains that the 
standard of women’s football 
in the UK has hardly changed 
in a decade. Which might be 
why the FA hosted a pow-wow 
this week at Lancaster Gate for 
the major players in the 


women's game aimed, among 
other things, at “identifying 
and developing talented fe- 
male players from an early 
age" through better training, 
better support networks (re- 
habilitation, nutrition and diet ) 
and better funding. They want 
women's football to become 
the UK's major female sport. 

The Lottery Sports Fund 
will have a big say in whether 
they achieve that aim. but it is 
attitude as much as money that 
is the issue here. Germany's - 
women footballers train four 
nights a week and the game 
gains extensive coverage; dit- 
to Scandinavia. In the US, 
around nine million women 
play football while Japan will 
support a professional 
women’s league next year. 

Consequently, their players 
are fitter and more athletic 
than ours, who lack the op- 
portunities to bone their skills 
from an early age. 

But the goalposts are shift- 
ing. 1 played football at school 
in the days when a girl play- 
ing football was “just not on". 

I had to play in the boys’ un- 
der- 11 team and was allocat- 
ed a separate changing-room 
for away matches. (My career 
reached an abrupt end when 
1 broke the captain of the 
school’s ankle with a terrible 
tackle). These days, however. 


it is common to see both boys 
and girls playing football to- 
gether at school. 

So while next year’s 
women’s World Cup in Amer- 
ica might come too soon as far 
as the British game is con- 
cerned (England are vying to 
quality with world champions 
Norway, Germany and the 
Netherlands; their next match 
is against Germany at the New 
Den on 8 March), by the time 
the next World Cup arrives, it 
might as they say, be a dif- 
ferent ball game all together. 

Part of the problem has 
also been that our culture 
does not support a dedicated 
national women’s sport. Net- 
ball comes closest, but with all 
due respect it hardly stiffens 
the sinews (my knowledge ex- 
tends to the fact that England 
stiu Gill Neville is Gary and 
Phil's sister, and that we always 
get beaten by the Aussies). 

Perhaps if women's football 
was allowed to stand on its own 
two feet rather than constant- 
ly having to match - and, tty de- 
finition. failing to do so - the 
standard set by the men's 
game, it might assume that rule. 
Granted, it has some similari- 
ties with the men’s game - Ar- 
senal and Liverpool are among 
its top six clubs - but very few 
in reality. Everton are top of the 
Premier League, For a start 


No more jokes 

OK. so we've all heard the 
jokes: what do you buy a Man 
United fan for Christmas? A 
road map of Manchester. I was 
recently discussing this attitude 
towards United fens with an 
American friend and he was 
surprised by the idea that you 
had to have a direct connec- 
tion with the location of the 
team you support. 

In the States, it is far less 
common, for historical rea- 
sons which began with base- 
ball Until the 1960s, baseball 
was the king of American 
. professional sports. Basketball 
and American football exist- 
ed but did not achieve promi- 
nence until widespread 
television coverage. 

Before the Second World 
War. nearly all the main 
sports teams were based in 
the East since that was where 
most of the population lived. 
But after the war. widespread 
use of the car led to a shift of 
populations away from the 
dries and into the suburbs. 
The population also began a 
westward migration towards 
California and later the south 
west, to places such as New 
Mexico and Arizona. 

In the meantime, the West 
Coast was booming and 
wanted major league sport 
quickly and off the shelf. 
The great change began with 
the Brooklyn Dodgers. The 
Dodgers, originally called 


if United move to 

the Trolley Dodgers, were in 
Brooklyn, where the popu- 
lation was beginning to mi- 
grate to the suburbs. 

Los Angeles dangled a 
good offer in front of Dodgers' 
owner, Walter O’Malley, and 
he moved the team lock, stock 
and barrel to a brand new sta- 
dium provided by the dtizeus 
of Los Angeles. 

The Dodgers’ move 
opened the floodgates. Dur- 
ing the 1950s, the Giants 
moved from New York to San 
Francisco, the Braves from 
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Boston to Milwaukee ( then to 
Atlanta in the 1960s), the Ath- 
letics from Philadelphia to 
Kansas City. In addition, the 
Lakers (basketball) moved 
from Minnesota to Los An- 
geles, as did the Philadelphia 
Warriors to San Francisco. 

The retention of the orig- 
inal team names led to the 
anomalous Los Angeles 
Dodgers (not a trolley in 
sight), the Los Angeles Lak- 
ers (retained from Minneso 1 
La. land of a thousand lakes). 


Wembley 

and perhaps the most bizarre 
of all the Utah Jazz (retained 
from New Orleans). 

Today, the transplanting of 
sports franchises especially in 
American football has be- 
come an epidemic. And so, 
the Baltimore Colts upped 
and went to Indianapolfc, the 
St Louis Cardinals left for Ari- 
zona. Both Los Angeles 
teams are now gone, the 
Raiders moving back to Oak- 
land where they had moved 
from just a few years before, 
and the LA Rams relocated 
to St Louis. It all makes Wim- 
bledon’s proposed move to ' 
Dublin look tame. 

Alex Ferguson said re- 
cently bis ultimate dream is an 
80,000 capacity ground which ’ 
he is convinced would be 
filled at home games. The 
same thought has occurred to ~ 
Arsenal who have the idea of 
moving to Weinbley. 

- But one problem is that Ar- 
senal would never be able to 
fin it, while United could. 
And given the experience of 
the United States, it would not 
be quite so fantastical for a 
new London mayor to push for 
United to move into this new 
home in north-west London. 

Obviousiy, it would be re- 
named New Trafford One 
thing’s for certain - if Unit- 
ed were, based at Wembley, 
the fens wouldn’t need a road 
map! 
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Titanic struggle in prospect as Boro look to make waves 

There is a chance In a week dominated by sink- without defeat, the failure to his sudden departure. Arsenal position. The Villa manager, re- places behind Newcastle. Even Commendable as that is, it is and Tfeny Yorath. Wimble 
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There is a chance 
that some of the 
Premiership’s flagship 
sides could be sunk by 
lower-division opposition 
in the fourth round of 
the FA Cup. Phil Shaw 
looks at the prospects of 
a wet weekend for 
some, while Nick Harris 
(below) analyses the 
programme match by 
match. 


In a week dominated by sink- 
ing ships, in the White House 
and on the silver screen, the FA 
Cup's fourth round resembles 
a disaster waiting to happen for 
some of the Premiership's most 
opulent members. 

So there could be no better 
time for Arsenal, Newcastle and 
Aston Villa to have the option 
of welcoming back the past, pre- 
sent and possibly future Eng- 
land captains in Tony Adams, 
Alan Shearer and Gareth 
Southgate respectively. 

All three, having had 
lengthy lay-offs through injury, 
may feel as if they are going in 
at tie deep end of the Bermu- 
da Triangle. For while their 
teams all meet opposition from 
a lower level, it will surely not 
be plain sailing for any of them. 

Arsenal, who visit Middles- 
brough, face the most arduous 
task. Despite seven matches 


without defeat, the failure to 
beat Pori \tde in three and a half 
hours* play bodes ill for their 
prospects against the team ly- 
ing second in the same division. 

Adams' reappearance 
would offset the loss of David 
Seaman, who bad just been re- 
discovering his best form. How- 
ever, the man their fans believe 
epitomises the essence of the 
club will be straining every 
sinew to knock them ouu 

One suspects Paul Merson 
would react to scoring the win- 
ner against his beloved Gun- 
ners with the same mixture of 
professional satisfaction and 
personal sadness that Denis 
Law showed after his back- 
heeled goal relegated Man- 
chester United. Merson says he 
has nothing to prove to Arsene 
Wenger. Yet there are many, 
even within the Highbury 
squad, who were dismayed by 


his sudden departure. Arsenal 
are not over-blessed with 
proven performers under 30. 

Bryan Robson's team ap- 
pear better equipped to handle 
the mental and physical rigours 
of Cup fighting than several of 
Wenger’s players. Boro reached 
both major finals last spring; Ar- 
senal have not gone beyond the 
fourth round of the FA Cup 
since winning it in 1993. 

On the face of it. Villa and 
Newcastle ought to steer clear 
of danger at home to West 
Bromwich Albion and away to 
Stevenage respectively. The 
trouble with the Cup. or rather 
its enduring attraction, is its 
habit of bringing out hidden 
depths in the most innocuous- 
looking of obstacles. 

Brian Little and Kenny 
Dalglish have both had to 
make a critical decision con- 
cerning the centre-forward 


position. The Villa manager, re- 
lieved to restore Southgate af- 
ter the 5-0 battering at 
Blackburn, will not risk Savo 
Milosevic against Albion. 

Milosevic, transfer-listed for 
spitting at his own supporters, 
may not even be in die coun- 
try. having reportedly flown 
home to Serbia. His absence 
will at least ensure that Villa's 
Ians are behind them. Hostili- 
ty towards him might have cre- 
ated the idea) atmosphere for 
the First Division outfit. 

Dalglish, meanwhile, prob- 
ably saw enough in Shearer’s 
30-minute cameo at Liverpool 
to persuade him that the £15m 
man is ready to start against 
Stevenage’s part-timers to- 
morrow. His presence would 
give added spice to a tie which, 
after all the acrimony over 
venues, needed none. 

The home side stand 99 


places behind Newcastle. Even 
if Shearer’s introduction were 
to be delayed, Dalglish's high- 
ly paid internationals should be 
unsinkable. although there are 
grounds for believing in the un- 
thinkable. 

For one thing, the last Con- 
ference-Premiership meeting, 
between Woking and Coventry 
a year ago, was initially drawn. 
For another, Newcastle’s Cup 
record since the 1 960s includes 
defeats by non-League Here- 
ford and Bedford, as well as a 
draw with Hendon. Stevenage 
wfll also have a whole city be- 
hind them, namely Sunderland. 

Manchester United's dev- 
astating rout of the holders. 
Chelsea, suggests they should 
be too quick and powerful to 
slip up at home to WalsalL Jan 
Sorensen, the Second Divi- 
sion club's Danish manager, ad- 
vocates an open passing game. 


Commendable as that is, it is 
likely to play into AJex Fergu- 
son's hands. 

The other Manchester club 
- which is, alas, what City are 
nowadays — stage what looks 
likely to be a far closer tie. 
against West Ham tomorrow. 
It would be all too typical of 

City to be relegated and win the 

Cup in the same season. 

Leeds and Wimbledon, 
struggling in the Premiership 
recently, also face an awkward 
passage. Leeds, who receive 
Grimsby, struggle against the 
ball played in on the ground to 
mobile strikers, which is Alan 
Buckley's managerial trade- 
mark. They also have a histo- 
ry of home knock-outs by 
smaller clubs. Portsmouth and 
Reading both joined the list 
over the past 12 months. 

At nearby Huddersfield, 
resurgent under Peter Jackson 


and Tfeny Yorath. Wimbledon 
will do well to repeat their fifth- 
round victory of two years ago- 
The mood at one of Yorath’s 
former clubs, Cardiff, may be 
subdued against Reading fol- 
lowing Russell Ostnan’s dis- 
missal as manager. No such 
problems ai The Vfclley. where 
Charlton anticipate their 
biggest crowd since reopening 
in 1992 for the visit of Wolves. 

Crystal Palace's tussle with 
Leicester raises the possibility 
of Tomas BroJin being shad- 
owed by his fellow Swede, Pbn- 
tus Kamark, while Barnsley 
return to Tottenham barely a 
month since succumbing 3-0 
there. It looks like full steam 
ahead for Spurs, although there 
may be a happy omen for 
Barnsley in the opening of a 
certain film. The last time the 
Titanic was launched, in 1912, 
they won the Cup. 


Birmingham v Stockport 

Best Cup 


Ri*\ners-up 56 


performances 


round 1933. 30 


Cardiff v Reading 


Winners 1927 


Best Cup 
performances 


Semr-Finateis f^ 7 


Cardiff's director of foott-alL Kenny Hibbitt tales his side into to- 
day's game without the help of team manager Russell Osman, who 
was sacked yesterday. Hibbitt is expected to recall Craig Middleton 
after a two-match suspension. Hibbitt also has to decide on his stride 
partnership although he is likely to rely on Kevin Nugent and Carl 
Dale, who played together for only the second time this season at 
Colchester on Tuesday. 

Reading face a defensive crisis with five centre- backs on the injured 
fet Barry Hunter. Linvoy Primus, Darius? Wdowcryk. and Keith McPher- 
son have been joined on the injury list by Gareth Davies. Readings 
£100.000 signing from Crystal Palace, who pulled a hamstring against 
Cheltenham. IfDa/ies is unfit Michael Thorp, who replaced him agamst 
Cheltenham will make only his sixth start alongside Andy BemaJ in 
the middle of the bade four Striker Carl Asaba has completed a 
three-match ban but is likely to be on the substitutes' bench. 


Charlton v Wolves 


vy l?47 ’• 


Best Cup 
performances 


W 1 893. 1908. -19. e0 


Charlton hwe eight successive home wins behind them including 
victories over promotion rivals Sheffield United, Nottingham For- 
est and Middlesbrough. They are expected to be unchanged for the 
third successive match. The London club have beaten Wolves just 
once in their last 15 meetings, and their only success against the Mid- 
landers in the FA Cup was their 5-2 fourth-round win at the Valley 
in January 1946. 

The Wolves manage Mark McGhee, has refused to reveal his plans 
for today. McGhee has midfielder Paul Simpson available again al- 
ter a three-match suspension but will not say it he will be recalled. 
Wakes are stS without midfielders Simon Qsbom arid Michael Gilkes 
along with striker Steve Bull and centre-half Adrian Willems. 


Coventry v Derby 


Best Cup 
performances 


Coventry defender Gary Breen has recovered tram a chest infec- 
tion and will line-up alongside the recalled Richard Shaw, who re- 
places Paul Williams (hernia operation). Manager Gordon Strachar 
has to decide whether to include his recent L3.25m signing Viorel 
Moldovan, who has been on the bench for the last two games. 
The Derby striker Dean Stumdge is out with a thigh strain while 
midfielders Stefano Eranio. Lee Carsley and Darryl Powell are bad-, 
from suspension and defender Christian Da illy could be on the tench. 
The Sky Blues have met Jim Smith's side four times since die Rams 
returned to the top flight at the start of the last season, and have 
lost on every occasion. They were convincingly beaten 3- 1 at Pnde 
Park bade in November and suffered an embarrassing collapse m 
the FA Cup at the Baseball Ground last season. 

Coventry manager Gordon Strachan is a confirmed fan of Smith 
and said: “Just to be in the game for as long as he has without go- 
ing off Yvs head means he must be a good manager. He has done 
very well over the years and has now built a very attractive side at 
Pride Park They have a nice system which allows them to accom- 
modatethree types of striker. They pfay good, exciting football but 
we are doing alright at the moment and I am happy with the way 
the lads are. They have had a spring in their step this week . 


Crystal Palace v Leicester 

Best Cup 


performances 


PU I W. ni . 63. «f9 


Crystal Palace will be without three key players through injury - 
strikers Neil Shipperiey and Italian Attiho Lombardo and defender- 
cum-midfiefder Neil Emblen. but record a.75m signing from! Stras- 
bourg defender Vfelerien Ismael, is likely to make his debut lidfielder 
Simon Rodger is still having treatment Palace have notwonafome 
Premiership match all season, despite overcomir* both Scuntboh 
pe and Hull in their two Cup games at Selhurst Park. 
the FA Cup as a "pleasant diversion" from their continuing 
against relegation and has highlighted Leicester as ^ ****** 
team rmist^iulate if they are to survive - and produce a good jp 

The Palace manager highlighted the skills of Lefoest^wing-bad: Steve 
Guppy and^^hafrMatt Elliott, who was with ^ce^ayour^ 
ster\and said: “Wfe said at the start of the season ^theywere 
our role modeisThey came into the Premiership via the play-offs, 
n d» Coca-Cola Cop 

Europe." He added: "They just keep on going ard m**™? 
bfedon do. That's the quality that ourselves and all promoted - ides 

pp is strike duoErrale Hestsy and Ian Marshal should befit torn 

Bl» problems and skipper Steve Wish. who ac« a fitness test 
on a hamstring strain, expects to be given the all-clear. 


...And statistics 


Birmingham will check on the fitness of their influential midfielder 
Martin O'Connor for the game with their First Division rivals at St 
Andrews. The former Crystal Palace, Walsall and Peterborough play- 
er has been having treatment for a groin problem all week but should 
be fit Striker Kevin Francis has also been under treatment for a groin 
injury, but should be available. Gary Megson takes, a full strength 
Stockport squad to Birmingham. ‘We are looking as good as we’ve 
looked on the injury front for a longtime." Megson said. With Mike 
Flynn, Paul Cook and Jim Gannon shaking off injury, Megson is like- 
ly to stand by the team who won at Bury last Sunday as County 
bid to reach the fifth round for the first time since )950. 


Stevenage aiming to break new ground 


is the gap between the Premiership and the 
Nationwide League growing? Although not one 
Premiership club suffered a gfant-Wling m the third 
round at this season's FA Cup - all five teams to go 
out lost to fellow Premiership opponents - the 
evidence of the last three years suggests that 
bridging the divide has not necessarily become 
any more difficulL 

In each of the last three seasons five Premiership 
teams have been knocked out by lower-division 
opposition. This followed the remarkable 1993-94 
campaign, when there were 12 Premiership 
giant-killings. A year earlier, however, only three 


Premiership sides had suffered that fate. 

Stevenage, who entertain Newcastle tomorrow, can 
find little encouragement in recent history. Since 
the formation of the Premiership no top-flight team 
has gone out to Third Division or non-League 
opposition. 

Over that period each of the five finals have bear 
aJI-Premiership contests: Sundertand (in 1992) 
were the last team from outside the top division to 
reach the final. There have also been only two 
Intruders' in the semi-finals: Luton four seasons 
ago and Chesterfield last year. The last winner from 
outside the top division was West Ham in 1980. 


Statistically speaking, the most likely giant-killing 
victims this weekend ate Arsenal, Everton and 
West Ham. They have the worst records against 
lower-division opponents, each having tost three 
times since the formation of the Premiership. 
Blackburn, Leeds, Liverpool, Sheffield Wednesday 
and Southampton have aB suffered the same fate 
twice. 

The least IBtely Goflaths of the weekend are 
Manchester United, who were last feted by a David 
17 years ago. when Jan tollman's goal gave 
Watford a famous victory at Vicarage Road. 


When Premiership teams have lost to lower-division 
opponents 

3rdmd 4th md 5th md 8th md 

1992- 93 3 0 0 0 

1993- 94 4 5 2 1 

1994- 95 2 2 1 0 

1995- 96 3 2 0 0 


1995-96 3 


Premiership teams with the worst records against lower- 
division opposition 
Three defeats 

Arsenal (Bolton 93-94. MiltwaB 94-95, Sheffield United 95-96) 

Everton (Bolton 93-94. Port Vale 95-96, Bradford 96-97) 

West Ham (Luton 93-94, Grimsby 95-96, Wrexham 96-97) 


1996- 97 

1997- 98- 


Number of Premiership teams reaching each round 

4th md 5th md 6th md 5-final 

1992- 93 15 10 7 4 

1993- 94 15 7 4 3 

1994- 95 19 13 7 4 

1995- 96 16 10 8 4 

1996- 97 16 9 5 3 

1997- 98 15 


Arsenal 
Everton 
West Ham 
Two defeats 
Blackburn 
Leeds - 
Liverpool 


(Chariton 93-94, Ipswich 95-96) 
(Oxford 93-94, Portsmouth 96-97) 
(Boffon 92-93. Bristol City 93-94} 


Sheffield Wednesday (Wolves 94-95, Chariton 95-96) 


Southampton 


(Port Vale 93-94, Reading 96-97) 


Who Premiership teams have lost to 

Other First Second 

Premiership Oivision Division 

1992- 93 18 1 2 

1993- 94 9 9 3 

1994- 95 16 4 1 

1995- 96 14 5 0 


Painful memories: most recent slayings of this weekend’s 
potential giant-killing victims 

Watford 1 Manchester United 0 (1982) 

Wimbledon 0 Bristol City 1 (1992) 

Luton 2 Newcastle 0 (1994) 

Bolton 1 Aston Vffla 0 (1994) 

Sheffield United 1 Arsenal 0 (1996) 

West Ham 0 Wrexham 1 (1997) 

Leeds 2 Portsmouth 3 ( 1 997) 


1996-97 14 
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Jamie Hewitt 

(centre) celebrates Vgl 
his equaliser for 
Chesterfield in last '£* 
season's semi-final 
against 

Middlesbrough at Old kJF 
Trafford. Chesterfield 
are the only club from W 
outside the 
Premiership to have 
reached the fast lour of the 
FA Cup since 1994 
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Huddersfield v Wimbledon 


Manchester United v Walsall 


Best Cup 
performance 


W M.W 43. t3. 77. *? 
3S. '■‘0. *W. % 


Best Cup 
performances 


5P. Kf*. 75. 78. 87 


Huddersfield will be without new striker Paul Barnes as hie is Cup- 
tied after playing for former club Burnley against Rotherham in an ear- 
lier round. The amval of manager Peter Jackson and coach Terry Yorath 
has increased the belief that Town are pnmed for shock. 
Wimbledon have limned sink ing options with forwards Marcus Gayle 
and Carl Com having only former Bair*et front rrian Andy Clark e as 
back-up. Manager Joe Hnnears problem if. compounded with recent 
stoker signing Carl Lea burn cup-tied. He is still without Efan Ekok.u 
(ariTe ligaments) and Jason Eviell l dislocated shoulder) 


Ipswich v Sheffield United 

Best Cup 


performances 


W Iff** P02. If.. 25 


Ipswich will have centre-half Jason Cund> i thigh i and midfielder Bob 
b> Petta tfiui back but midfielder Heron Dyer i groin) and centre-half 
Tony Mowbrsv (groin) will have fitness tests. Bad in the Ipswich squad 
for the first time this season is Dutch full back. Gus Lihlenbeek after 
a toot operation. Sheffield ijnned will be without David Lee. The on- 
loan Chelsea defender is ineligible and returns to Stamford Bridge "e-t 
week- 


Ole Gunnar Solsfcjaer a/id Andy Cole will spearhead the Manchester 
United attack as England International Teddy Shenngham has not been 
in training. Bnari McClair, Henning Berg and Phil Neville come into 
the squad Berg said yesterday: "I don’t know too much about Wfel- 
sall but the manager does. We V now that if we don't do our things' 
right arid play up to our normal standard, then it is going to be a very 
tough game.' Whlsall go into the tie with Manchester United at Old 
Trafford with memories of a 1975 giant-lulling over the famed Red Dev- 
ils. Twenty three years ago they drew 0-0 at Old Trafford in the third 
round, then won the replay at Fellows Park 3-2 in extra time. And 
they go into tomorrow's match with four successive wins behind them 
m league and cup matches this year. Geoff Peron (hamstring) has re- 
covered while veteran skipper Derek Mountfield lines up in defence 
after recovering from a back; injury. 


Middlesbrough v Arsenal 


Best Cup 
performances 


W 1930. 3e. 50. 71.70.03 


Leeds v Grimsby 


Best Cup 
performances 


Leeds will be without South African (Mender Lucas Radebe I back) 
and Norwegar. midfielder A|] Inge Haland who is ruled out wuh «n 
ankle iriur/f i.gel Mari*n replaces Mari Beene, in goal afterjrom- 
pleting his one- match ban. Tommy Wridnnfton is out of the ww 
bv squad with a recurrence of a back, strain. The former Southampton 

midfielder was e» peered *:• in , " r eu, nett ,s 

from Huddersfield, but hii ^ mcunence of a bad strain Either 

Kingsley Black or Kevin Jobhng .11 stand m 


Middlesbrough manager Bryan Robson only has one major injury prob- 
lem with Republic of Ireland international foil back Curtis Fleming def- 
initely out. following an append'*: operation. Robsons side may feature 
up to five teenagers England Under- 18 internationals Anthony 
Ormerod and .Andy Campbell, along with youngsters Craig Harrison. 
Steve Bak er and Mari; Summerbell may all feature as more senior play- 
ers are rested for League games. Robson said: "The kids have not let 
me down this season. Promotion is our top priority and the ne*l League 
match at Stok e City is more impeitant than the cup ties." Arsenal cap- 
tain Ton/ Adams returns to replace the injured Martin Keown, who 
is iomed on the sidelines by David Seaman and Ian Weight. Ale* Man- 
nings' .-rill deputise for Searran and Nicolas Anelka for Wright but 
Mdit Overman (hamstring! is set to return arid midfielder David Flatt 
igrom) is still ruled out. 


Aston Villa v West Bromwich 


W 10817. 95, 97. 1905. B 
192a 57 


Best Cup 
performances 


W 1888. 92. I93l.54.fc8 


England defender Gareth Southgate returns to the Aston Villa line- 
up after recovering from an ankle injury and it is a timely come- 
back as Ricardo Sdmeta has been ruled out of today's match with 
a hamstring problem. 

West Brom manager Denis Smith has no new injury problems to 
contend with and is likely to leave combative midfielder Peter But- 
ler out of the line-up in lavour of young striker Lee Hughes. Albion 
have been impressive in the last couple of games when Hughes and 
Kevin Wlbane have worked together on the flanks with Andy Hunt 
and Micky Evans spearheading the attadc 
Smith is relishing the chance to tackle Villa, sayingr "These are the 
games you live for as a player and a manager. The opportunity to 
take on one of your local rivals and a team in the Premier League 
- it doesn’t get much better than that" 


Tottenham v Barnsley 


W 1901. 21. 61. 82. GJ 
81.82.91 


Best Cup 
performances 


Jurgen Klinsmann is likely to be partnered for the first time by fit- 
again Tottenham striker Les Ferdinand. Ferdinand has recovered from 
a thigh injury, but manage- Christian Gross will decide in the morn- 
ing whether to start with the England striker. Tottenham will also 
be without dub captain Gary Mabbutt He took a knock on his big 
toe in training on Wednesday. Gross will play Frenchman David Gi- 
nolaln a free role behind the front two. sacrificing Scotiand international 
Colin Caldervrood from his- recent midfield anchor slot which now 
goes to Italian import Nicola Berti. Espen Bardsen, the 20-year-old 
Norwegian goalkeeper, retains his place, with Ian Wtilker still re- 
covering from a shoulder injury. Gross has refuted suggestions that 
Walker could be out for three months, saying the England reserve 
could be ready to return in two weeks. 

Barnsley striker Jan Age Fjortoft. a recent £800.000 signing from 
Sheffield United, is Cup-tied so manager Danny Wilson will choose 
between John Hendrie. Andy Liddell and Georg Hristov to part- 
ner Ashley Wind in attack. Centre-backs Arjan de Zeeuw and Adie 
Moses return to the defence having completed twcunatch suspensions. 


Tranmere v Sunderland 


Best Cup 
performances 


W 1937.73 


Tranmere face a difficult task as Kenny Irons starts a two-match 
ban and Lee Jones, Gary Stevens and Andy Thome are all likely to 
be sidelined. Striker David kelly (knee) ts only rated a 50-50 chance 
and central defender John McGrea) faces a late fitness test on a 
knee injury. 

An injury to Darren Williams is threatening Sunderland manager 
Pfeter Reid's plans to name an unchanged side for a record-break- 
ing II games in today's game. Williams is struggling to recover from 
a hamstring injury picked up against Manchester Gty Alex Rae missed 
training earlier in the week but is expected to recover from a thigh 
injury. Reid has several options if 20-year-old Williams is ruled out 
and although Richard Ord is favourite. Chris Makin, Andy Melville 
and skipper Kevin Ball all come into contention. 


TOMORROW 


Manchester City v West Ham 


W m 34. Si*. *9 • 


Best Cup 
performances 


W l%4. 75. 80 


Manchester City's chances of causing an FA Cup upset have been 
boosted by £3-5m striker Lee Bradbury’s return to the squad Brad- 
bury has been out for nearly four months after breaking a bone in 
his back last October. 

Tim Breader returns to the West Ham squad after recovering from 
ankle and knee problems but fellow nght wing bad. Andy Imp ey is 
definitely out along with Paul Kitson. who still has a groin injury. 
Steve Lomas will replace the suspended John Moncur in midfield. 
Lomas returns to the West Ham team to face his former dub with 
the job of stopping the man he rates as having the "fastest feet in 
football.' The Hammers captain will be asked to cancel out the threat 
of Manchester i_rty midfielder Georgi lunkladze. Lomas comes bad. 
after a three-match ban. 


Stevenage v Newcastle 


Best Cup 
performances 


w |9K>. 24. 32. 
51. 52. 55 


Stevenage manager Paul Fairdough has one major selection 
headache for tomorrows tie with Newcastle. Full-bad-: Ryan Kirby 
is suspended for the eagerly-anticipated clash -at Broadhall Way af- 
ter his sending-off in the second round at Cambridge United and 
a number of bookings. James Dillnutt is the favourite to fill in. but 
the product of the dub's development scheme is only 18 and Fair- 
dough may not want to risk him on such a big occasion. 

Three players have thigh strains - midfielder Simon Stapleton, de- 
fender Steve Holden and Guiliano’Grazioli - but all three hope to 
be fit Grazioli missed Monday's victory over Hereford, but should 
come in. with either Neil Trebbte. Gary Craws haw or Dean 
Wordsworth likely to step down. The team will train today before 
Fairtlough decides on his line-up. 

Newcastle manager Kenny Dalglish is waiting until tomorrow to de- 
cide if the England captain, Alan Shearer, will play, while the Belgian 
defender Philippe Albert has recovered from a hamstring strain. Mid- 
fielder David Batty has completed a four-match ban but centre-half 
Darren Peacock must serve the second game of a two-match sus- 
pension. 
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Restriction on World Cup tickets ‘breaks European law 


The European Commission 
is investigating the possibility 
that the Work! Cup 
organisers’ system of ticket 
safes is illegal. Nick Harris 
reports. 


A Professor of European Commu- 
nity law at Oxford University is 
challenging the right of the World 
Cup’s organisers to sell a majority of 
the tickets to the French. Professor 
Stephen Weatheriii believes the fact 
that 60 per cent of tickets have been 
made available only to purchasers in 
France is a dear breach of European 
law. 

“In principle it's possible that the 
organisers might have to scrap the 


entire system and start again.” said 
Professor Weatheriii, who is arguing 
that the ticket policy is discrimina- 
tory and anti-competitive, in prac- 
tice. he added, a fine would be the 
most probable outcome of any suc- 
cessful challenge. 

The European Commission con- 
firmed yesterday that it was looking 
into the legality of ticket sales for this 
summer’s tournament following nu- 
merous inquiries. A spokesman 
would not speculate on what action, 
if any, would be taken, but added: 
“If anything needs to be done, it 
needs to be done quickly.” 

This latest development follows 
controversy over the limited number 
of tickets available to fans of each 
team -an average of only 4,000 tick- 
ets per game will be made available 


to national associations for games 
featuring their teams - and disqui- 
et about the tickets black market, as 
revealed by The Independent last 
week. 

Professor Weatheriii first con- 
tacted the European Commission in 
June last year to complain that the 
French Organising Committee 
(CFO) was in breach of Article 85 
of the European Community Treaty, 
which prohibits anti-competitive 
behaviour within Europe. He argued 
that the sale of such a large num- 
ber of tickets exclusively to the 
French on the grounds of national- 
ity or residence was a breach of that 
article. 

The Commission told Professor 
Weatheriii in September that the 
CFO had only notified them of 


EXCLUSIVE 


their distribution plans in June last 
year. By that time, however, most of 
the 1.5m tickets set aside for French 
residents had already been sold 
At that stage, the Commission 
also appeared to be unaware that 
such large numbers of tickets had 
been allocated exclusively to the 
French. In a letter to Professor 
Weatheriii. the Commission said: “It 
should now be possible for ail in- 
terested football supporters, irre- 
spective of their nationality and 
place of residence, to buy tickets via 
the available sources in France. " 
The reality is that just over 60 per 
cent of tickets have been allocated 
exclusively to the French. Another 


20 per cent arc going to tour oper- 
ators and sponsors and tite remain- 
ing 20 per cent to Fifa. the world 
game’s governing body, to divide be- 
tween supporters of the competing 
teams and national football federa- 
tions. 

Under this system, England fans, 
for example, will have access to 
about 4XKX) tickets (around eight per 
ceni ) for each England game via the 
Football Association and a maximum 
of 2.000 more via tour operators. This 
represents a total share of around 12 
per cent at maximum. Demand 
looks certain to outstrip supply by at 
least 10 to one. 

In a later response to Professor 
WeatheriU’s complaints the Com- 
mission said it believed that some 
ticket restrictions were necessary for 


security reasons. It said it believed 
that the ticket distribution system 
did not break European law be- 
cause supporters outside Fiance still 
had access to tickets either from 
their national football federations 
or from tour operators, and hence 
their consumer rights were pro- 
tected. 

Professor Weatheriii recognises 
the importance of security consider- 
ations, but has told the Commission 
that “the restrictions on distribu- 
tion, which favour French residents, 
are disproportionate to achieve the 
object of public security" . 

He also argues that the system of 
discrimination is still, per se, a 
breach of the fundamental principles 
of EU law. In a letter to the Com- 
mission he said: “I urge you to act 


to protect my rights both asaron- 
sumer under EU law and a Citizen 
of the European Union.” 

The Commission has agreea to 
look further into the matter, as has 
the CFO. Meanwhile, Professor 
Weatheriii - whose chair at Oxford 
is, ironically, sponsored by the Eu- 
ropean Commission and whose full 
titfeis Jacques Delons Professor 0 f 

European Community Law and As- 
sociate of Somerville College - is still 
waiting for a response. 

Al tho u gh the costs of any legal ac- 
tion would be highly prohibitive, he 
believes that an individual would 
have a good chance of successfully 
suing the CFO. “The case, in law, is 
very very strong,” he said. 

Hard lessons for Jamaica, 
page 20 
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Hussain’s practice 
falls a little short 
of perfection 


Derek Pringle 
reports from Kingston 

England 400-8 dec v 
West Indies A 
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Cleaning up: England's Nasser Hussain sweeps on his way to 159 against the West Indies A at Chedwin Park, Kingston, yesterday 


Photograph: Laurence Griffiths/Allsport 
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DOWN 


9 Maybe resent having 
to accept small induce- 
ment (9) 

10 Instrument producing 
ring - and again (5) 

11 This food’s worthless 
stuff (7) 

12 Droopy following Lib- 
eral drug, we hear (7) 

13 Italy, in centre, is 


§ een (5) 
le 


Hee rendered in fes- 
tivity (9) 

16 An accessory to a 
crime? (10,5) 

19 One you’d expect to 
worship? (9) 

21 Drink stifles energy 
and vision (5) 

22 Immobility of train - 
i.e. needs to get up 
steam (7) 

23 Report of ofl survey 


24 h\t 


ns 


Friday’s solution 


Last Saturday’s solution 
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tagyman with no yen 

to gorge (5) 

25 Display most of glasses 

( 9 ) 


Moore, involved with 
new star? (10) 

Studying a country carol 

( 8 ) 

Assail with service in 
hectic set (6) 

Society swell, or one 
pretending to be? (4) 
Favourite piano quota- 
tion (10) 

Amassing from fiddling 

( 8 ) 

Almost snap man’s old 
saw (6) 

Fish circling line, and 
bitiDg (4) 

14 Dressing from part of 
Ireland Annie’s pre- 
red (10) 

ithout question Mass 
is one testing setter of 
toughies (10) 

17 Hives? (8) 

18 Temporary stop made by 
a Turkish governor, one 
around North (8) 

20 Struggle, bringing up 


8 


15 
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struggle, bringing 
girt in the city (6) 

21 Mark’s mean (6) 

22 Indian’s almost jailed 

23 Munch cold chop (4) 
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The Best 8*t comet solutions to Uiis week's puzzle opened next Hiars- 
day receive copies of (be Oxford Dictionary of Quotations . 

Answers and winners’ names will be published next Saturday. Send solu- 
tions to Saturday Crossword, R O. Bos 4018, The Independent 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5BL. Please use the box nnmber and 


pdsteode and ^vejoar own postcode. Last week's wanes L Doyle. SeanOls; 
P Stringer WBsibury-on-uym; A Gt 


N22; V&J Doyfand, Bungay 


> Goodfll, Abingdon; T Spenetc, London 


Woodward’s men spread word 
in heartland of rugby league 


It used to be pure rugby 
league territory - indeed, 
the flat-cap die-hards still 
consider it to be God’s very 
own backyard - but Hud- 
dersfield is about to receive 
another culture shock of the 
15-man variety. 

Having dipped one ten- 
tative toe in the Yorkshire wa- 
ter by hosting the midweek 
All Blacks at the McAlpine 
Stadium last November. Eng- 
land are now preparing to 
play their two pre-Christmas 
World Cup qualifying match- 
es at the same venue. 

Clive Woodward, the Eng- 
land coach, said yesterday: “I 
was very impressed with the 
stadium when I watched the 
Emerging England game 
against the AH Blacks and by 
taking matches outside Twick- 
enham, we can again show our 
lop talent to an equally ap- 
preciative audience.” 


The decision was made by 
Robert Homer, regional di- 
rector of Rugby World Cup 
1999, who predicts two sell- 
outs at the 24XXXLcapadty sta- 
dium, despite the fact no one 
has tiie faintest idea who 
England's opponents might be 
when the round-robin contest 
takes place between 14 and 22 
November. Like Scotland and 
Ireland. Woodward's side 
must play two of the lesser 
European teams currently 
huffing and puffing their way 
through the second round of 
preliminary qualifying. 

Only tile top three finish- 
ers from the 1995 World 
Cup - South Africa, New 
Zealand and France - and 
the 1999 hosts. Wales, have 
been granted automatic en- 
try to next year’s competition. 
The qualifying draw wiB take 
place in July. 

- Chris Hewett 


© Published by Newspaper Publishing PLC. 1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London 
E U SDL. jnd pruned at Mirror Colour Prior. St Albans Road. WatfOfd 

Back issues available bom Hisrork Newspapers, 019S8 840370. 


Stninl^r 14 Ionian I«9S 
Rtffaural a new^spo «ili «». IW Office 


The rural idyll of Jamaica's 
Chedwin Park may be a long 
way from the cauldron of Sabi- 
na Park, but England will be 
well pleased with their efforts 
here yesterday, declaring their 
first innings at 400 for 8. Nass- 
er Hussain, in particular, will 
have good cause to remember 
this pretty ground, with a mar- 
vellous 159 and F-n glan d's first 
century of the tour. 

Beginning the day on 131. 
the England vice-captain start- 
ed cautiously. With this being 
the last occasion to find some 
form before the Test series be- 
gins next week, Hussain in- 
tended to spend another few 
hours at the crease. 

However, a painful blow to 
the box as he missed a pull shot 
against Larry Williams seemed 
to unnerve him and soon af- 
terwards - after seven and a half 
hours at the crease - he was . 
stumped by Ricky Hoyt, trying 
to launch the leg-spinner Raw! 
Lewis over the top. 

It is exactly the kind of in- 
nings that helps win Test match- 
es and, having shared century 
partnerships with Graham 
Thorpe and Adam Hollioake, 
England now have at least three 
batsman in good fettle. 

If Hussain has a weakness 
when he is set, it is his running 
between the wickets. Quick sin- 
gles appear to be taken and re- 
fused in totally arbitrary fashion, 
and few can afford to at back on 
their heels when they are batting 
with him, something Hollioake 
later found out to his cost 

Having been in a good po- 
sition the previous day when 
England were struggling at 30 
for 3, the inexperience of the 
West Indies A bowlers began to 
show. Hollioake, a cricketer 
with brain as wed as brawn, 
sensed this and counter-at- 
tacked. 

With the strapping Nixon 
McLean - one of three young 
fast bowlers in the squad for 
Sabina Park - bearing down, 
many would have been content 
simply to see him off with a 
broad bat. Not Hollioake, who, 
with a stiff-armed pick up over 
mid-wicket and a thumping 
drive to the extra cover fence, 
made sure there was no gentle, 
easing into things. 

In many ways Hollioake re- 
minds one of the buccaneers 
that used to inhabit this region. 
There is the same bristling 
menace and, although he is 


unlikely to partake of the brew 
favoured by Blackbeard, a 
heady mixture of beer, gin, 
rum, sherry and gunpowder, he 
probably felt like one after be- 
ing run out two runs short of a 
deservin g half-centuiy after a 
mix -up with Hussain. 

As with most Caribbean 
grounds the outfield is less than 
flat and Hollioake clearly felt 
that Hussain’s scything drive to 
backward point would not be 
fielded cleanly. Although no 
early call was audible. Hoi- 
lioake set off only to see Wil- 
liams get lu dry with the bobble 
and send in a pin-point return 
to the bowler, Lewis, who 
promptly whipped of the bails. 
It was thrilling scuff and by far 
the home team’s best cricket of 
the morning session. 

Once Hussain had gone with 
the score on 346 for 6, it was left 
to Jade Russell to score runs as 
quickly as possible with the 
tail. With Russell adopting his 
usual quirky methods of slash- 
ing the bail past point, it was left 
to the taller figures of -Andy 
Caddick and Ashley Cowan to 
do the hitting. 

It was a gambit that proved 
only partially successful as Cad- 
dick miscued a lofted drive to 
mid-off. Cowan- however, col- 
lared Lewis for two boundaries 
- the second a fiat six noncha- 
lantly swatted into the charming 
timber pavilion at mid-wicket. 
Cowan then dedded to try to do 
the same to the parier Reon King 
and was bowled off an inside- 
edge on the stroke of lunch. 

Tb a first-time tourist like 
Cowan this tour will have 
opened eyes and ears like no 
other. Nicknamed “Gromit” 
due to an oracular likeness to 
the plasticine dog. Cowans will 
need ear plugs when England 
take the field and be moves to 
his position at third man. 

It is there that the giant 
speaker stacks of the sound sys- 
tem lie, Masing the latest hits to 
the school children that make up 
the majority of the crowd. With 
over 4,000 watts of bass pump- 
ing out it is not for the feint of 
heart. But then neither is Test 
cricket and that is what England 
. turn their attentions to next. 


Second day of four: Wwfftxfes A mm »es 

ENGLAND -rirstJnnJngn 

(Ovwtilflht 293 fbr4) 

N KU8M*1 st Hoyts b Lewis « 

A J Hofioate run out — _... 4 H . 

tfl C Fhfissl rw out _..S2 


A R CadcSck c Cobs b Lewis... .s 

A P Cowan b King t3 • 

AR C Fraser not out _9 
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Extras (b2.b-T7.w4> nbKJ) 

TbfKl (for B dec, 1222 man) . 

FsB (cent}: 5-334. 6-345,7-360, B-38& : 

DU not bat PGR TutneL 

Bowfa# McLean 23-4-86-1 : Krc 212-3^4. 

3: VWans2D446ti; Cc*5 SMifeo; Lewis 
37-13-101 «3> rtxfc 1 -0-2-0. 

WEST INDIES Ai L V Gartlck, K F Somob. 
W W tads, *R l C Hoktof. F L Raff* tfcL 
Hoyts, L R waons, R N Lewis, NAM 
McLnan, R D tOng, P Gafina. 

Umpires: N M afeo tn and T wasort 
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Liquid assets Wine can be bought and sold in bond to avoid payment of excise duty and, because it is seen as a commodity, any appreciation in price avoids capital tax liabilities 
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Develop a nose for some vintage investments 


The case for laying down wine 
has become stronger as prices 
have soared, with the value of 
certain Bordeaux rising over 
400 per cent this decade. 

But prices can be volatile, 
and returning from Calais 
with a car full of bottles won’t 
turn you into a millionaire. 
Jones Moore offers some advice 
to prevent any vintage 
portfolio going sour. 


Serious wine drinkers have been 
crying into their glasses and looking 
mournfully at their wallets. Because, 
like it-or not, their favourite tipple 
has become one of the hottest 
investment commodities around. 

Some of the gains in price of the 
top Bordeaux Chateaux make even 
the FTSE 100‘s brightest stars look 
dim by comparison. 

Ifyou had bought a 12 bottle case 
of Chateau Latour 1990 from wine 
brokers Farr Vintners in August 
199Ij for example, you would have 
paid j376. The same case in August 
1997wouldhave cost £2.000 from the 


same merc han t, an increase of 432 
per cent. 

Gains of 300 and 400 per cent over 
the same period are common for the 
top 10 investment wines from Bor- 
deaux. such as Chateaux Latour, 
Lafiie, Maigaux, Mouton-Rothschild 
and Petnis from top-rated vintages. 
Returns at auctions have been even 
moTe spectacular. 

In recent years the price of. fine 
red Bordeaux, where the majority of 
‘■investment” wines are made, has 
shot up. Other investment wines, such 
as vintage Port, fine red and white 
Burgundies. Sautemes and one or 
two top names from the New World, 
have also seen impressive price rises 
following their release on to the 
market. 

Aside from the potential returns, 
one of the advantages of investing 
in wine is that it can be bought and 
sold in bond to avoid payment of ex- 
cise duty and. because it is seen as 
a commodity and buying is a com- 
mercial transaction, any appreciation 
Id price avoids liability to capital 
gains tax. 

Thk has not gone unnoticed by the 
professional money men and some 
have gone so far as to set up firms 
with the accent on selling wines on 


the back of their investment poten- 
tial as much as their drinking quality. 

Gary Boom, a former currency 
broker, is now chairman of wine 
broker Bordeaux Index, He says: 
“Thking the compounded returns 
each year since 1978, the Dow Jones 
Index would give you 14 per cent, the 
FTSE 100. 12 per cent but the 
Decanter magazine index of auction 
prices of the top 59 Bordeaux wines 
would give you around 17 per cent." 

He thinks prices will continue to 
rise and the opening up of new mar- 
kets for the best wines will add fuel 
to the fire. 

“I'm very bullish about prospects. 
1 still believe that fine wine is under- 
priced. Say wine catches on in China, 
the top producers can t increase 
production and every time a bottle 
is drunk that is one less on the mar- 
ket. It also has an archaic system of 
pricing and distribution - when that 
gets sorted out prices will rise." 

The independent financial 
advisers. Quest Bureaux Financial 
Pl annin g, set up a sister company. 
Quest Fine Wine Investments, to 
cater for investors willing to sink 
serious money into a bit of what they 
fancy. 

Marjorie Henry, the company's 


marketing director, says: ‘ Our in- 
terest in fine wines came from ex- 
perience of clients with portfolios of 
fine wine. 

“The people who are approach- 
ing us are looking to have wine as part 
of a portfolio. It is a good long-term 
investment." This led to the launch 
of the new company in 1995, followed 
by the launch of an internet service 
at the end of last year. 

She says the company is run on the 
principles of best advice like Quest 
Bureaux Financial Planning, though 
the wine broker is not regulated by 
the Personal Investment Authority 
because the sale of wiDe is a com- 
mercial transaction and outside the 
scope of the Financial Services Act, 
which covers most investment 
products. 

But there are pitfalls. .As with any 
investment, the price of wine can fall 
as well as rise, and there can be 
considerable volatility in price. 

Buyers should also take care to get 
a certificate of ownership and to 
ensure that each individual case 
bought is marked with their name and 
details. 

If this is not done, in the event that 
the company from which the wine was 
purchased collapses, it can be diffi- 


cult to establish ownership. Thou- 
sands of pounds could be lost. 

It also pays to ensure the wine is 
stored correctly, in a dark cellar at a 
constant cool temperature, and to 
take advice. 

Gaylene Thompson, a wine trader 
at Fan- Vintners, says: “When you 
look at the numbers it is hand to argue 
but I would advise caution. 

"You have to realise that the 
price of wine can go down as well as 
up. You have to slick to the blue chip 
wines from good vintages and know 
what you are doing - after all. I cer- 
tainly wouldn’t stan investing in 
shares without any knowledge." 

Simon Woods, editor of Which? 
Wine Guide, says the really spectac- 
ular gains have come to an end for 
the present. 

“The rushes of blood are now fin- 
ished and things have got more sen- 
sible, prices have stabilised.” Mr 
Woods says. "The gains are likely to 
he more longterm now." 

The boom has been fuelled by in- 
creasing interest in fine wines from 
the newly enriched in the “tiger 
economies" of south-east Asia, where 
recent events will have priced buyers 
out of the market for a while. 

But there are still good reasons 


why prices will rise rather than fall. 
There was a run of poor vintages in 
the early 1990s in Bordeaux. Stocks 
of the great vintages from the 19SQs, 
such as 1982, 1985, 1986, 1988, 1989 
and 1990. are now thin on the ground 
and new vintages such as 1995 and 
1996 have been released at ever 
higher prices. 

The wine producers are also wak- 
ing up to the money being made from 
their products and have increased 
prices at release accordingly. 

Mr Boom says in the long run be 
is optimistic that the prices of top 
wines will continue to surge forward 
in price. 

He adds: “If you get a portfolio 
of the top wines you will do very well. 
Even if the price does go down you 
can always drink it. You couldn't do 
that with a share.” 

As for wine drinkers, some of 
them have been catching on. Ms 
Henry says: “A lot of people are 
looking to build up their cellars; their 
interest is in wine for drinking." 
These people buy more than they 
need and sell the excess to fund their 
purchases. “This means it is possi- 
ble to get their wines for drinking for 
free so they can drink the very 
best." 
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FOR THE INVESTMENT MAZE 


A GUIDE. 


Looking to Invest In a PEP but don’t know where to turn? Tty our new easy to follow Investment Guide. From our range of funds covering most investment 
needs, we’ve specialty selected five which have achieved top performance within their sectors. And all this from a company that according to Money . 
Marketing is among only four unit trust companies to achieve this consistency of high performance*. So before you invest in anything, read this Guide; . 
Or«*“S” 8amto9pm seven ****** a weok “ to di8CUSS y° ur Per 801131 investment requirements. We’ll be happy to point you in toe right direction.. 
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Threshold test 


for New 

CLIFFORD 

GERMAN 


Affluence testing is the latest 
example of New Labour* 
speak to edge its way into the 
lexicon, but if there is meant 
to be any difference between 
affluence testing in the 21st 
century and the means test- 
ing which left such deep scars 
b the consciousness of the 
working class in the inter-war 
years, it has yet to emerge. 

If affluence testing means 
anything different it should 
signify that the threshold will 
apply at a higher level and 
impact on people who con- 
sider themselves middle rather 
than working class. But given 
the progressive inflation of 
language since the Thirties, it 
seems reasonable to assume 
that affluence and means test- 
ing are really the same thing. 

The means test was in- 
troduced by the National 
Government in 1931 to de- 
ride whether families who 
were no longer eligible for 
unemployment benefit could 
claim additional benefits 
from public funds. As Brewers 
Encyclopedia says, “the 
resulting inquisition was 
much resented [because] it 
took account of any earnings 
by members of the household 
and all monetary assets and 
penalised the provident”. 

Means testing was abol- 
ished after the Second World 
War and successive govern- 
ments have stuck to the prin- 
ciple that if they are old, out 
of work, have children orate 
disabled, the well-off are just 
as entitled to benefits as the 
poor, and everyone is spared 
the indignity of having their 
personal finances subjected 
to public scrutiny. 


Labour 


Half a century later, how- 
ever, means testing is seeking 
to return as a way of reduc- 
ing the soaring cost of welfare 
spending. How much easier 
it would be. the argument 
runs, to channel benefits to 
where they are most needed 
by the really poor if better- 
off people were not auto- 
matically eligible to claim 
them. 

It s an insidious argument 
but the disadvantages are as 
great now as they were in the 
Thirties. The higher the 
starting point for withholding 
benefits, the less money 
would be saved but the lower 
the threshold, the more 
thrifty people who had built 
up savings and income from 
interest and dividends would 
be penalised. 

The really rich might not 
really suffer if the state pen- 
sion was withheld bom every- 
one with assets of half a 
milli on and an income of 
£50,000. But where should 
the line be drawn, and should 
it be a hard and fast line or 
a graduated scale, paying 
lull benefits to the really 
poor, nothing to the really 
rich and clawing back part of 
payment to the vast majority 
of middle-income earners? 
That would be the best way 
of ensuring the resentment of 
the maximum number of 
people. 

Means testing has already 
made a comeback in assess- 
ing the eligibility of old peo- 
ple to have their long-term 
care bills paid, and it has not 
proved popular or fair. It is 
unlikely to win many friends 
if it is applied more widely. 


MONEY MAKEOVER 


Plan to retire with an easy conscience 



Low-risk returns: A with-profits bond could protect Yvonne Willmott from the stock markets’ volatility 


a strong interest in ethical 
mailers and would not be com- 


Name: Yvonne Willmott 
Age: 51 

Status; Divorced with two 
grown-up children, aged 24 
and 26. 

Occupation: Civil servant and 

nurse 

The problem: Yvonne knows 
that if she is to get the best from 
her savings the time has come 
to put her personal finances 
under the microscope. Planning 
for a secure retirement is high 
on her list of priorities. 

A' qualified nurse, now 
working as a civil servant, 
Yvonne does have the benefit 
of a sizeable salary of £40,000 
ayear, which means she can put 
aside a reasonable amount 
each month. Her fixed outgo- 
ings account for about half her 
net monthly income, in addition 
to which she needs to pay for 
the running of her car, as well 
as holidays, clothes and other 
social expenditure. 

Last year she bought a new 
home for £70,000 with a 
£47,000 interest-only mortgage 
over 10 years from Bradford & 
Bmgley. She was offered a 
discounted rate, 1.5 per cent 
below the standard variable 
rate for the first five years. She 
was advised to set up a personal 
equity plan (PEP) as a repay- 
ment vehicle for the loan and 
is presently putting £287 a 
month into a Schroder UK 
Enterprise Unit Trust PER She . 
also has a tax-exempt special 
savings account (Tessa) and a 
number of endowment policies. 

Yvonne estimates she can 
salt away about £500 a month 
to help build up her retirement 
nest-egg and. with a permanent 
contract of employment, she 
expects to be able to continue 
with this level of saving until she 
gives up work. 

The adviser: Graham Bates of 
Bates & Partners. Capital 


House, 151, Otiey Old Road, 
Leeds, LS16 6HN. Telephone: 
01 13-2955955. 

The advice: The PEP fund she 
has selected concentrates on 
capital growth from investment 
in smaller and medium-sized 
companies. It has an excellent 
track record, and achieved a 
total return of 131.78 per cent 
over the five years to last Nov- 
ember. It would make sense for 
her to increase her plan contri- 
bution up to £500 a month, the 
maximum an individual can 
pul into a PEP in each lax year. 

Although PEP investments 
will no longer be available after 
April 1999, it will still be pos- 
sible to put up to £5,000 a year 
into an unit-linked Individual 
Savings Account ( ISA ) and her 
mortgage is less than the pro- 
posed lifetime limit of £50,000 
for investment in an ISA. 

Yvonne does have several 
other investment* already in 
place, including a second- 
generation Tessa with Nation- 
wide. This is a secure investment 
and, although the return on 
capital is likely to be conserva- 
tive, the tax concession is well 
worth having, bearing in mind 
Yvonne’s status as a higher rale 
taxpayer. 

She also has ahoui £2.000 in 
a Postal Account with Nation- 
wide and a fixed-term bond, 
also for about £2,000, due to 
mature next month. For every- 
day purposes she keeps a min- 
imum balance of about £200 in 
a current account with Midland 
Bank. 

Some time ago Yvonne took 
out four separate endowment 
savings plaras with the Royal 
National Pension Fund for 
Nurses, to which she contributes 
£1 15 each month. One of these 
policies is due to mature in just 
over five years and is expected 
to realise about £1.800. The 


other three mature just before 
her nt tth birthday and show pro- 
jected benefits of tS.9l.Hi. 

She would like to keep a few 
thousand available lor ready ac- 
cess in east- the need arises tr» 
help out either of her two chil- 
dren. In fact, later this year she 
is expecting repayment of 
£2.*li HI which she lent her 
daughter for a trip to New 
Zealand and one of her objec- 
tives is to invest this money for 
growth. 

Although her primary ob- 
jective is for capital growth 
now. she does feel that once she 
has retired if would he nice to 
henefit front some investment 
income to help top up her pen- 
sion. In particular, she needs to 
know wlui i to do with ibe 
£4.0110 in capital she will have 
when her daughter has repaid 
the loan and the Nationwide 
bond matures. And if she de- 
cides to top up her PEP to £50U 
a month this will still leave £213 
available for regular savings. 

She is happy to take a bal- 
anced risk approach hut she has 


fonable investing in either 
individual companies or funds 
unless they could demonstrate 
an ethical approach. 

Given the sums involved 
and the relatively short period 
until retirement, one sensible 
option would he to invest the 
£4.000 in a low- risk with-profits 
bond, where it will not be 
exposed to the day-to-day 
volatility of the stock market but 
there is a good chance the 
capital will perform better than 
if it is left languishing in a 
deposit account. It will also be 
more tax-efficient as there is no 
personal liability to basic in- 
come tax and higher-rate tax- 
payers can take withdrawals of 
up to 5 per cent a year without 
triggering additional tax. 

Friends Provident a com- 
pany well-known for its Quaker 
roots and ethical investments, 
has a with-profits fund worth 
looking at. The declared annual 
bonus is currently 62 5 per rent, 
in addition to which there is 


potential for a terminal bonus 
after five years. When looking 
for the right home for Yvonnes 
regular monthly savings, the 
Credit Suisse Fellowship Trust 
is a well-established ethical 
fund, which over 10 years has 
grown by 153.05 per cent 

Making sure she has ade- 
quate pension is also high on 
her list of priorities. Until six 
months ago she was a member 
of the NHS pension scheme but 
is now in the process of switch- 
ing to the Principal Crvfl Service 
Pension Fund. This involves no 
penalties and means that 
Yvonne will have to contribute 
only 1.5 per cent of her annual 
salary instead of 6 per cent with 
the NHS scheme. 

She does not have enough 
years of service left to get a max- 
imum pension and, with this in 
mind, she has already started a 
free-standing additional vol- 
untary contribution (FSAVC) 
plan with Friends Provident. 
Although she has been advised 
to make regular monthly 
payments to her FSAVC she is 


likely to fare better by adding 
single contributions as and 
when spare cash is available. 

Finally, Yvonne wonders if 
she should try to sell an en- 
dowment policy she took out 
with Scottish Amicable five 
years ago. Unfortunately, it is 
a 25-year policy and has not 
been in place long enough for 
this to be an option. The 
monthly payment of £60 is not 
a problem and, since she would 
lose out by simply encashing the 
polity, the best course is to keep 
the plan going. 

With everything considered 
she should end up with a good 
spread of investments helping 
to pay off her mortgage and 
providing a nest egg for a happy 
and comfortable retirement. 

If you would like to be considered 
for a free financial makeover 
contact Andrew Verity at The 
Independent, /. Canada Square . 
London E14 SDL or e-mail 
a. verityi&independent.co. uk. 
Candidates should be willing to 
have their photograph published. 



Who’s paying 
7 . 0 % on their 
Variable Rate TESSA? 

Our Variable Rate TESSA pays a variable rate ot interest which means that our 
races are always attractive. You can start saving with as little as £1,000. if this 
is your first TESSA, and up ro 5,9,000 if you wish 
to transfer a recently matured TESSA (’ie - that lias 
matured in the last six months). Unfortunately, we are 
unable to accept transfers from other TESSA providers 
which have not yet matured. And what’s more, there’s 
also a special Feeder Account if you want to earn a 
high rate on your savings each year - prior to investing them in your TESSA. 
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CO05 DJ0L lines arc open 8am-8pm Mon-Fri and 9am-5pm weekends. For your projection, and . 
10 enable is, to deal with any queries that may arise. Cadis wfli usually be recorded and randomly monitored 


Get more out of life. 

Get more out of 

your investment 
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GUARANTEED IN THE FIRST YEAR 

Premier Investment Bond 


’For investment? in the CU ’-Vith Pre-tits Fund, heid 
is ?. guaranteed fet yesr return on units heid on therirsi r-ohev 01; 
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If you want to get more from your 
investment, then Commercial Union's Premier 
Investment Bond is sure to hold your interest. 
Both now and in the future. 

For a limited period only, our Premier 
Investment Bond guarantees 9% in the first 
year. This offer is available until 6th 


to all investments in our successful and 
proven With Profits Fund. 

The minimum you can invest is £2,500 
and the maximum is £250,000. The Premier 
Investment Bond is a medium to long term 
investment. So, invest now and you could get 
more out of life in the future. Customers 


March 1998" and applies COMMERCIAL UNION a S ed 18-90 can a PP*y 

Life Assurance 

For more information contact your financial adviser , complete the coupon, or call free on 

, 0800 001 005 „„, 

Lines are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 


PM to: Commenri,! Uni™. FREErOST CV 1037. Struttoni Upon Avon CV37PBK. Plea* send me an information pack on your 
Premier Investment Bona. . . 


Mr/ Mrs/ Miss/ Ms. Foronarms. 
Address . 


— Surname . 


Postcode . 


.Tel. 


_ — Ref: P1QA01 
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On piste or on poster, skiing is expensive 


Feeling nostalgic about 
your skiing holiday? You 
can always buy a poster, 
says John Windsor - but it 
will cost you a lot more 
than a week in the 
powder. 

Collectables of the future are 
aoinriously difficult to spot, but 
whenever one emerges it seems 
obvious in retrospect. Christie’s 
South Kensington is holding 
its first auction dedicated to 
ski posters on 6 February 
(1030am). Hitherto, they have 
been scattered in South Ken’s 
thrice yearly sales of 19th and 
20th century posters. 

Even Japanese buyers have 
been asking for condition re- 
ports on the posters. They arc 
fascinated by British period 
style. It was the intrepid British 
middle class that founded the 
Swiss skiing industry in the last 
century. Water tourism in the 
Alps is said to have gained 
popularity in 1864, when the 
owner of the Kulm hotel in St 
Moritz invited a group of British 
summer holidaymakers for a 
free holiday in January, promis- 
ing them a month of sun. 
Hosters, now a favourite of the 
jRpyals, welcomed its first winter 
sports enthusiasts in 1904 and 
Murren. in the Jungfrau region, 
became the birthplace of the ski 
package holiday in 1910. when 
a British Methodist minister. 
Henry Luna, founded the 
British Public Schools Alpine 
Sports Club and persuaded ho- 
tels there to open in the winter. 

It all came to an end in 1929. 
when the stock market crashed. 
Bui now that the Brits arc once 
a pnn back in the money they 
want more ski holidays - and 
mote ski posters as souvenirs. 

South Ken auctioneer 
Rkfaard Barclay noticed that the 


market for ski posters was perk- 
ing up at Iasi year's general poster 
auctions. He got on the phone to 
dealers and collectors and as- 
sembled 241 ski posters dating 
from 1895 to 1970 for the forth- 
coming first dedicated sale. Esti- 
mates range from £200 to £5,000. 

So far. this is a relatively raw 
market, fuelled by nostalgic 
holiday skiers - the sort with 
Alpine chalets who want a 
colourful poster or two for their 
architect-designed kitchen. Il re- 
mains to be seen whether they 
will absorb 241 posters in one go. 
However, astute promotiun by 
a big London auctioneer tends 
to be self-fulGIling. 

Until more discerning col- 
lector-investors enter the bid- 
ding in earnest, prices will 
remain unsettled. You might 
pick up an unrecognised rarity 
cheaply - or become embroiled 
in an expensive saleroom duel 
between bidders who are mad- 
keen to own a decorative old 
poster of their favourite resort, 
unaware that it is relatively 
common. 

Nevertheless, the criteria of 
what makes a ski poster valuable 
are emerging. To invest, look for 
pre-war posters with obvious 
period flavour - that is, those 
showing people with period 
hairstyles, clothes and skis. 

Those by artists whose 
names are already sought after 
by poster collectors have added 
value. By buying these, you can 
rely on the support of an es- 
tablished collectors’ market 
that is forcing up prices for 
posters that qualify as an. Even 
the film poster market, hot for 
stars’ names and sex-appeal, has 
developed an eye for French 
and Italian artwork. 

For example, the colourful 
posters of the French An Deco 
artist Roger Broders are already 
sought after, whether or not 
they show skiing. In the Twen- 
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Flying high: Tamagno’s Chamonix poster is estimated at £2,500-£3,500. Digelmann’s bunny - just a furry freak? 


lies and Thirties he was com- 
missioned by the Paris Lyon 
Mediterranean Railway (PLM) 
to help lure English-speaking 
tourists to French ski resorts. 

His PLM colour lithograph 
Winter Sports in the French 
Alps of abouL 193(1. which is 
cited in collectors' guides to 
posters, is estimated £ 1 . 200 - 
£1.600 in the forthcomingsale. 
It has period people, including 
a young woman skier with late 
Twcntics-slyle permanent-wave 
hair carrying old-fashioned 
wooden skis and. in the back- 
ground. an old-fashioned puff- 


puff ski railway, ensuring cross- 
over interest from railway 
poster collectors. One sold for 
£1.320 at a South Ken poster 
sale in 1994 and last October 
one was bid up to a whopping 
£2,070. How many bidders still 
want one? And how many more 
copies are awaiting consign- 
ment to auction by eager profit- 
lakers? In a new market likfc 
this, you can never tell. But this 
poster will always be a classic. 

Similarly, the work of Fran- 
cisco Tamagno (born 1851, date 
of death uncertain) is estab- 
lishing a healthy track record. 


Souih Ken have estimated his 
turn of the century PLM poster 
for the Chamonix winter sports 
at £2300-0300. It shows, sus- 
pended precariously in mid- 
air. a daredevil skiing couple in 
white winter woollies, she with 
bonnet and long skirt, both 
without ski poles. What might 
have happened to them is a 
good talking point that adds 
value, in the June sale last 
year, one fetched an astonishing 
£4,S30 against an estimate of 
£1300-1?, 200. This one is in 
better condition - but will it be 
fought over as fiercely? Some- 


one, somewhere, could soon be 
kicking themselves. 

And do you fancy a gamble 
on the ski bunny? Alex Diggel- 
roann's poster of about 1950 
shows St Moritz’s emblematic 
rabbit haring down the piste. It 
is estimated £500-£700, indi- 
cating that the auctioneers con- 
sider last October's high price 
for one - £2,070 despite creas- 
ing- was a furry freak. The trou- 
ble with rabbits is they breed. 

Christie 5 South Kensington. 85 ■ 
Old Brampton Road, London 
SW7 (0171-581 7611). 


A Direct Line to cheaper pension provision? 


Direct Line, the bargain 
basement insurer, this week 
presented itself as the new 
saviour of the nation’s 
retirement incomes as it 
launched a no-nonsense 
pension. Such is its clout that 
it was Immediately attacked 
by tlte other pretender to 
that rote. Virgin Direct. 

Andrew ferity reports. 

‘ 
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It very nearly goes without saying: none 
of us saves enough to be comfortable 
in retirement. Nevertheless. Direct 
Une, th^downmarket direct insurer, 
has commissioned a survey to tell us 
why. TTie;$obering facts are worth 
repeating. •" 

■ According to the Mori survey of 
more thai 1,000 adults, over half of 
is are holiest enough to admit we 
have ho idea how much money is in 
our pension fund. On average, we 
reckon we will get a pension income 
of £852a month. In fact, if things stay 
as they are* we will get an average of 
just -JE2Q0; -'perilously close to the 
■poverty line. 

direct Line’s life insurance wing 


accuses the bewildered British public 
of being in a state of "guilty inertia", 
knowing what is needed but constantly 
procrastinating because of other fin- 
ancial pressures. The company's chief 
executive, Duncan MacKcchnie, says: 
“There is a real need to bridge the gap 
between people’s expectations for 
their retirement and the pessimism 
which currently exists about the state 
of current pension provision. ' 

The stale of pension saving is dire, 
says the survey, and we’re ail a bit 
ignorant about it. But should we 
follow the next conclusion, that Direct 
Line can provide the solution? 

The company is famous for its 
shake-up of motor insurance. Because 
motor insurance is compulsory, costs 
can be cut by eliminating the ••middle- 
man”, the insurance broker, and ap- 
pealing straight to the public through 
friendly TV ads. In the early 1990s. the 
company was able to undercut other 
insurers to such an extern that the 
whole market was forced to follow. 
Few companies now take a big profit 
from motor insurance. 

Direct Line evidently believes the 
same ran be done to the pensions mar- 
ket. The Government wants low-cost, 
private schemes for everyone. Personal 
pensions have, il says, been much too 


expensive, with charges eating up as 
much as a third of contributions. This 
is because the provider has to cover 
commissions to the sales people in the 
middle who sell them (which have risen 
by up to 60 per cent in the past five 
years). 

Direct Line believes it can over- 
come our inertia by bringing out a 
straightforward, no-nonsense pension. 
By appealing directly to consumers, it 
does not have to pay commission. So 
its products will be cheaper. 

The rhetoric has a familiar ring: 
very similar to that of Tesco's. Virgin, 
Legal & General, Marks & Spencer. 
Eagle Star and Scottish Widows, who 
have all launched •'direct" pensions in 
the last two years. Is Direct Line do- 
ing anything new? 

At Grst it looks very cheap. Direct 
Line’s new customers gel charged 1 per 
teat of their fund per year. They can 
invest in a fund that tracks the FTSE 
100 - or just put their money on 
deposit. Payments can be by cheque 
or direct debit. Easy. 

Well, not quite. Sensing heavy- 
weight competition, rivals such as 
Virgin and Legal & General have 
rushed out statements insisting their 
pensions are cheaper. Virgin seizes on 
an extra fee. Only 98 per cent of eveiy 


pound at First Direct will, in effect, be 
invested (3 common practice known 
as "reduced allocation"). Virgin’s £2 
3 monLh is easier to understand. Not 
only th3t, says Virgin. “Direct Line’s 
limits are restrictive. You have to in- 
vest at least £75 a month. With Vir- 
gin. invest what you like, when you like 
as long as it’s £50 or more,” a state- 
ment from Virgin said. 

Are Virgin being, as the slogan says. 
Virgin Direct? Well not quite. If £50 
was invested with Virgin, its charges 
would be £2 plus a 1 per cent fund 
management charge - or 5 per cent of 
your investment. Considering Virgin 
says it is appealing to people with all 
levels of income, this is not all that 
cheap. 

Because it charges by percentage. 
Direct Line’s pension is cheaper for 
smaller contributions. At £75 a month, 
its charges amount to 3 per cent. Vir- 
gin’s are a fifth higher, at 3.7 per cent. 

The bickering over cheaper 
pensions also masks a more important 
debate. Virgin and Direct Line are 
cheap partly because they offer a cheap 
way of investing their customers’ 
pension savings. Just stick it in a fund 
which tracks the FTSE 100 index, they 
say. Over the long terra, active fund 
managers never do as well as the index 


- and they are more expensive, so the 
charge is bigger. 

Unfortunately, some of these argu- 
ments may be wearing thin. Cus- 
tomers have validly protested in the 
past that a 13 per cent charge on their 
savings, much of which goes to the ex- 
travagant salaries paid to fund man- 
agers. is not value for money. Between 
October 1995 and September 1997, 
less than one third of LfK unit trusts 
got more from their investments than 
a fund tracking the FTSE 100. But in 
the Iasi quarter of last year, nearly half 
did just as well, according to figures 
from HSBC Asset Management. 

According to received wisdom, ac- 
tive fund managers will do better than 
tracker funds in a bear market. And 
over the long term, investment per- 
formance can have a much greater 
effect on ibe size of a pension fund 
than charges will. Cheaper, in other 
words, may not always mean better. 

•77ir Independent' has published a free 
26-puge guide to pension planning, 
written by Nic Cicutti, personal finance 
editor. The guide, sponsored by Eagle 
Star, discusses what kind of pension you 
may need, and how to find iritis avail- 
able by calling 0800 776666. Or fill in 
the coupon on page 6. 


Sites that make 
filing your return 
less taxing 

ROBIN AMLOT 

INTERNET 
INVESTOR 



Only seven days to go before 
the deadline so now would be 
a good lime to gel serious 
about your tax return if you 
[ have not already done so. 

To save yourself paying 
the tax man any more than 
you really have to, you 
should make sure of three 
things by this time next week: 
that your tax return is filed; 
that your tax liability for 
1996/97 is paid in full and 
that your first payment on 
account for 1997/9S is paid. 
The trick. I am told, is to stop 
thinking of it as “your" 
money. 

If you have been putting 
off and putting off and 
putting off tackling your 
return because of its com- 
plexity, you may take some 
consolation from being in the 
company of one of the great- 
est minds of all time. Evea 
Albert Einstein claimed: 
“The hardest thing in the 
world to understand is in- 
come tax!" But Einstein 
didn’t have the benefit of the 
web for assistance. 

My first port of call was 
the Chartered Institute of 
Taxation's website. The in- 
stitute has over 10,000 mem- 
bers who are all qualified tax 
practitioners. 

The site explains self- 
assessment in detail and has 
regularly updated tax tips. 
For those suffering severe 
sense of humour failure over 
self-assessment, the insti- 
tute’s website may provide a 
small lift with its collection 
of jokes and quotations 
about tax. 

The Institute of Char- 
tered Accountants also has a 
website which includes a 
geographical directory of 
members to help you find an 
accountant near you. 

Elsewhere cm the web 
you will find Tax Fix, set up 
specifically to help people 
with their self-assessment 
forms. Tax Fix is one of a 
handful of organisations to 
gain Inland Revenue ap- 
proval to lodge clients’ tax 
returns electronically and 
get acceptance - or queries 
- within 48 hours. 

This promised response 
time has become more of a 
factor now than it might 
have been a couple of 
months ago! 

The Inland Revenue 
does have its own explana- 
tory ate to assist you, hosted 
by Hector the friendly 
taxman, an oxymoron mem- 
orably described as a moon- 
lighting Home Pride flour 


grader with a Hitler mous- 
tache. 

However, It could be well 
wortb your while checking 
out the frequently asked 
questions (FAQs) on Hec- 
tor’s site to make sure that 
you are not making any of the 
common mistakes which are 
highlighted. 

Remember, if you send 
your tax return in but it is 
wrong and is returned to 
you, you need to make the 
correction and get the form 
back to the Inland Revenue 
by the deadline or face the 
automatic fine. Better to get 
it right first time. 

Of course, you are not 
required to use the services 
of an accountant or a tax 
adviser to tackle your tax 
return. If you are feeling up 
to it yourself there are still 
plenty of ways in which you 
make your own life easier. 

There are a number of 
software programmes which 
can help you fill in your 
return and work out what you 
need to pay. 

You can order IhxCaJc 
from Which Software and 
Intuit’s QuickTax add-on 
through the web but if you 
feel the urge to buckle down 
and get on with the job 
straight away you could im- 
mediately download Smart- 
Thx from the web. paying with 
your credit card. 

In the future, paying 
your tax is likely to involve 
downloading a form from 
the Inland Revenue website, 
filling it in on screen, at- 
taching a digital signature 
and e-mailing it back to the 
taxman together with pay- 
ment details- 

ln fact, this is technically 
possible now. The govern- 
ment began testing the use of 
digital signatures in Decem- 
ber for people wanting to reg- 
ister as self-employed. 

One final thought - does 
self assessment mean the 
United Kingdom will be- 
come a land of untold 
wealth? After all, it was John 
Maynard Keynes who said 
that: “The avoidance of taxes 
is the only pursuit that still 
carries any reward.” 

Chartered Institute of Taxation: 
www.tax.org.uk 
Institute of Chartered 
Accountants : www.icaew.co.uk 
TaxFbc www.taxfix.co.uk 
Inland Revenue: 

www.opertgov.uk/mrevlsa 
TaxCalc: www.idp.co.uk 
QuickTax: www.intuit.co.uk 
SmarfTax: wwwsmaraaxco.uk 



. . .. Please telephone qui.it ing rel: 2SSD9L' 0345 6789 10 or talk to vour Independent Financial Adviser. 
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The I K Index-Tracking PEP 


STOP! 

paying more than 0.5% 
annual management charges 
on your PEP 

CALL 0500 11 66 22 NOW 

CALL FREE: 8am (u 8pm WEEKDAYS jrul '*un 10 Apm WEEKENDS 
FLEASE QUOTE Rtf *-4DJtH 
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Source: Direct line Financial Services. For further information about 
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number quoting ref 1NDBB43 
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BRIAN TORA 


A golden opportunity 

Have you noticed the way 
commodity prices have been 
behaving recently? If you 
are looking for a real victim 
of Asian contagion, look no 
further than copper, gold and 
oQ. Many of the world’s raw 
materials are flat on their 
back, as traders and specu- 
lators try to second-guess the 
effect of a contracting mar- 
ket in the fast-growing fticific 
Rim. 1 wonder if they have 
got it quite right. 

We have had to get used 
to the direction in some 
commodities prices being 
governed by demand from 
China. A fast-growing emer- 
ging economy like that of the 
Chinese can have a massive 
effect upon demand for raw 
maieriak Growth in the early 
stages tends to be very rapitl 
sucking in commodities and 
building a massive trade im- 
balance as a consequence. 

But as an economy ma- 
tures, it does not mean de- 
mand disappears. It is the 
growth rate that slows. Com- 
modities, naturally, are no- 
toriously vulnerable to supply 
and de man d. In part this re- 
flects the cost of extraction. 

Just now ofl is also lan- 
guishing at the bottom of its 
trading range. This is more 
a reflection on short selling 
than a sudden evaporation 
of demand, or knowledge 
that Iraqi o3 will once again 
flood on to the markeL The 
same can be said of copper. 

It is too early for the real 
effects of the turmoil in the 
Far East to be reflected on 
the commodity exchanges. 

Indeed, the London Metal 
Exchange inventory numbers 
suggest demand is stable, so 
it has to be speculation a crisis 
will develop that accounts for 
the current malaise. If the ef- 
fect on world trade is not as 


great as is feared, we might 
see a sharp recovery in com- 
modity prices as production 
fails to keep up with demand. 

This is certainly what 
Mercury's World Mining 
Trust is betting upon. They 
recently requested share- 
holder permission to buy 
back their shares, believing 
a 15 percent discount to net 
assets is too great. 

I am still concerned that 
the problems in the Far East 
are too little appreciated 
here, but one area where there 
may have been a owr-reaction 
is commodities. Longer term, 
demand must grow. 

Zinc had a sharp bounce 
last year as China adjusted 
its position, having misread 
the situation earlier. Some of 
the gain has been handed 
back but that is because 
traders arc back in control. 
We also saw how iron ore 
surged as China restruc- 
tured its steel industry', 
switching to higher quality 
imported ore. 

With a whole raft of com- 
panies, led by mining giant 
RTZ, announcing share buy- 
back programmes and little 
new equity being raised at 
present, the mining market 
looks near the nadir of its 
fortunes. Things may still get 
worse, but this is one area 
where the reaction has al- 
ready taken place. If a trade 
war does not erupt as a con- 
sequence of cheap imports 
from the Far East, now 
could be the bargain base- 
ment buying opportunity. 

Brian Tom is chairman of the 
Greig Middleton Investment 
Strategy Committee. Greig 
Middleton is a member of the 
London Slock Exchange and 
regulated by the Securities 
and Futures Authority 
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FRAMUNGTON FINANCIAL FUND 


Among the Top 10 o/o of 

All Unit Trusts 



in 


1997 


Framiington Financial Fund has a record of 
consistent ourperformance - placing it among the 
top 10% of all unit trusts not only in 1997, but 
in the 1 1 years since launch. Over the last five 
years, a £1,000 investment would have grown by 
160% to £2,600? 

We believe that 1998 will be another excellent 
year for the Fund because the arguments 

for investment in the financial sector are 

as strong as ever. 

If you want to know more about this top 
performing fund, and to read Richard Peirson’s 
commentary on his fund, contact your Financial 
Adviser or ring 

0345 023138 



Richard Peirsor, manager 
of the framiington 
Financial Fund 


Pl&ise send me details of the Framiington Financial Fund and PEP. Return the coupon to: 

Framiington Unit Management Limited, Freepost, P.O. Box 2, Ttvyford, Reading, Berkshire RG10 8BR. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


Postcode 


If you do not uHsh to receive details of Framiington products m future, please tick the box Q 


IN 24/1 198 F 


J Source: Micmpal. offer to bid. net income reinvested to 1 January 1$98. Launch date 13 October 198 6. Issued by Framiington Unit 
Management Limited, member of the Framiington Marketing Croup. Regulated by the Personal investment Authority and IMRO 
Member ol AUTIF Past performance is not necessarily a guide to future 
performance. The pace of units and the Income from them can go down as 
weft as up and inhesion may not get back the amount originally invested. 

Changes m exchange rates will affect the value of the Fund’s overseas 
fflWS&nwifs. Investment in single sector funds offers the possibility of higher 
returns but may also involve a higher degree of risk. The Government has 
announced that bom 1999 tax advantaged schemes, such as PEPs and TESSAs, 
win be replaced with a new Individual Savings Account (ISAJ. Details of the ISA 
are currently subject to consultation and the final form is not yet known. 



framiington 


Legal & General have led the way 
in providing low cost, high performance 
PEPs to our customers. 
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Over the years, our determinaton to 
provide outstanding value for money 
has meant that today, Legal & General 
Investment Management has in excess of 
£50 billion under management 

Now, we are delighted to introduce 
the latest improvement to our PEP 
range - Legal & General’s Corporate 
Bond PER 

Once again, we've 
delivered unbeatable value, i 


Find am more now- phone free 050011 6622 


providing the lowest cost 
diversified Corporate Bond PEP on the 
market with annual management 
charges of only 0.5%, with no initial or 
withdrawal fee. 

So, for a regular, high tax-free 
income on your savings find out more 
about Britain’s best value Income PEP 
today. Just complete and return the 
coupon or call 0500 11 66 22 now. 
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The benefit of pooling your resources in a trust 


"When is a trust m«i a irusi?" Miuitck Jikc 
one of those riddles which pup ou j ,, r 
crackers al Christmas. Hinvutcr. it is not 
supposed to he a tmn|, )U s i,ueMi..n. Th c 
answer is: “When it is an investment 
trust.” 

An investment trust is. in Ui. a l.mited 
company whose shares are quoted ,„ x the 
stock market. They came into hcin» in the 
last century as a means ..| raKi,,... capital 
for pioneering, mycMment overseas. Over 
the years their invest mem i.mU.k has 
changed and today they concentrate on 
forming portion, is , it shares quoted on the 
world’s stuck markets. 

By comparison, unit trusts are relative 
newcomers. The first one was launched in 
1 WJ to offer investors an "instant portfolio" 
of sha res. The o »ncept is simple. 1 nvtsli »rs* 


funds are pooled and divided into a 
number of units in proportion to their 
investments. The investments are held in 
the name of an independent trustee (hence 
their name}. 

Units in an unit trust are bought and sold 
by the unit trusi company's managers, at 
a price which is extremely close to the value 
of the shares represented by the units. On 
the other hand, the price of a share in an 
investment trust is determined by its supply 
and demand on the slock market. Conseq- 
uently. its price may bear little relationship 
to (tie net asset value (NAV) that il 
represents, investment trust shares on 
average are currently selling around 15 per 
cent below their NAV. 

There are many explanations as to why 
investment trusts sell at a discount. These 


range from the view that there is an over- 
supply. to the opinion that it reflects the 
cost of selling the portfolio. Given all the 
variables that determine the price of a trust's 
shares - supply and demand: management 
expertise and the view of the market in 
which the trust invests - it is not surprising 
that NAVs and prices do not coincide. 

itwillcomeas no surprise to leant that 
for many years a fierce battle has been 
raging between the proponents of unit trusts 
and investment trusts. Thc Association of 
Unit Trust and Investment Funds' view is 
that as the prices of investment trusts arc 
determined by market forces, they are 
riskier than unit (rusts. 

On thc other hand, the Association of 
Investment Trust Companies (AITC| 
emphasises that as investment trusts 


generally sell at a discount to the NAVs, 
investor* obtain more shares for their 
money. They also point uut that the 
charges are less than an unit trust’s. 
Furthermore, whereas 1 an unit-trust man- 
ager has to self the underlying shares 
when unitholders want to cash in their units, 
an investment trust does not and. therefore, 
can take a longer-term investment strategy 
compared to an unit-iruM manager. 

Over the last 20 to 30 years, investment 
trust discounts have been in the 4 to 25 per 
cent range. As opposed to being :t “prob- 
lem" in a fundamental sense, it can. in tact. 
be a worthwhile advantage lo investors. A 
smart and active investor can make money 
by buying at a relatively wide discount, sell- 
ing when the discount has reached its nar- 
n * west for the current cycle :md reinvesting 


in the same trust when he judges that its 
discount has gone as far out as it is going 
to go. In fact. the discount can be rather 
like an everlasting escalator - if you are pre- 
pared to buck your judgement and to mon- 
itor your shares carefully. 

If you arc a long-term investor looking 
to build-up capital, it is well worth con- 
sidering an investment trust for cither a 
lump sum investment or regular savings 
plan. The golden rules are; 

- Do not chose a trust for its discount 
- make sure that you like the trust’s policy, 
its performance and its management. 

• Do not sell shares just because the 
discount has narrowed - the change may 
reflect improved quality in the trust and you 
may do far better to hang on for an even 
better performance. 


- Look at the assets. The discount tells 
you how much the market undervalues the 
company’s assets. If there is a big discount 
to a portfolio of good quality listed shares, 
you could be on to a winner - though rest 
assured, you are unlikely to be alone in your 
discovery. On the other hand, if the discount 
is because of the poor quality of the port- 
folio, the shares could seriously damage 
your wealth. 

• Finally, do not demonise the discounk 
Except for the minority of active investors 
who are looking to trade on discount 
movement, the trust's share price, tola! re- 
turn and iflssei growth are more important. 

For an introduction pack to investment 
mists and performance information . tele- 
phone AJTC on 0171-431 5221 
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European futures 


Is it time for investors to start Irving 
to wrap their minds around the 
possible investment consequences of 
European monetary union (EMU)? 
Until now. it has been relatively easy 
to ignore the issue, on two main 
grounds: the doubts over whether 
monetary union would happen at all; 
and the knowledge that Britain, even 
under a Europhile Labour Govern- 
ment, will not be a member at least 
until the next election. 

Both assumptions are no longer so 
easily made. It is now widely accepted 
that monetary union will go ahead on 
1 January next year.Whatever your 
views about the wisdom of the under- 
taking, or the probability of its success, 
there is no longer any practical reason 
for pretending that it won’t happen. 

And while the Government has at 
last set out its formal position on the 
Issue, saying it won’t join before the next 
election, do not he misled into thinking 
that the UK will not be affected. It is 
dear thai economic policy is going to 
be shaped in a way that leaves Britain 
in a positron to become a member re- 
latively soon after launch - and to a large 
extent that means behaving as if we were 
already in it. Interest rates, taxes and 
the exchange rate are all going to be 
treated with more Ilian half an eve on 
what is happening in the rest of Europe . 

There is a whole series of possible 
effects for investors, some more easily 
predictable than others. I am grateful 
to Mark Howdlc, a market strategist at 


European market returns 

% pei annum. Rate ol returns Irom \Z largest European stock markets 1 982-19% 
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UBS, the Swiss-owned broker and 
investment bank, for a lucid guide 
through thc thickets. In the currency 
and bond markets, the impact of EMU 
has already been largely anticipated. 
Bond yields in all the main Eumpcnn 
countries have moved progressively 
closer together. Once monetary union 
is complete, nut only will currency risks 
within Europe be eliminated but .me 
can safely expect bond yields ti » remain 
clustered in a fairly narrow range. 

When it comes to stock markets, it 
is helpful to distinguish between ihe 
effect { 1 ) on company profitability: and 
12 ) on investor behaviour and 
preferences. Mark Howdlc’s view, with 
which I agree, is that monetary union 
is likely to be a powerful ftiriher cata- 
lyst in changing the way that European 
companies arc run and financed. There 
will be more focus on delivering share- 
holder value, greater accountability 
and a loosening i »f the cosy tics between 
managers and the banks (and govern- 
ments) which have provided thc hulk of 
their capital over the years. Tax rates are 
also likely to converge. There w ill also 
be a procession of new companies 
raising capital from the equity markets, 
either as privatisations or new issues. 

The trend towards industry con- 
solidation in several sectors will con- 
tinue. UBS believes banks, defence, 
engineering, food retailing, paper and 
telecoms are the sectors with the 
greatest activity potential. 

.All of these moves are broadly pos- 
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itrve for most European stock markets. 
They imply higher rates of return on 
assets, more investor-focused man- 
agements. lower tax rales and better 
use of balance sheets to leverage 
returns. This is not a new trend, in the 
sense that European stock markets 
have been an attractive source of 
returns for some time. The average unit 
trust invested in Europe has outper- 
formed all hut one other sector over 
both three and five years, despite in- 
different European economic growth. 
Falling interest rates have been one big 
factor in driving up stock market val- 
uations in Europe. Bui while that ef- 
fect may now be aiming to an end. the 
one-off gain from structural change 
within companies and industries is set 
to continue. It is logical to expect it to 
accelerate once monetary union occurs. 

At the moment, most investment in- 
stitutions across Europe invest pre- 
dominantly in their own local markets. 
European portfolios tend to be both 
parochial and bond- rather than equity- 
dominated. The shares they own reflect 
the balance of their country's industry: 
disproportionate numbers of engi- 
neering companies in Germany. lots of 
energy companies in Holland and .so 
on. Will that too change once mone- 
tary union lakes place? Yes. for sure. 

The obvious result will be for in- 
vestors across Europe to start build- 
ing portfolios that are more diversified 


geographically, have a larger equity 
component and more closely minor the 
industrial character of Europe, rather 
than their own national markets. That 
is positive for shares as a class. How 
quickly will change happen? It could 
lake years. For UK institutions, thc 
prcssu re to diversify will also be there, 
but the equity component of thc aver- 
age pension fund may fall rather than 
rise. The big drug, oil and financial 
companies which dominate the UK 
market are likely to be much in 
demand. 

The bottom line is that thc impact 
of monetary union on both European 
companies and markets could be pro- 
found. As my chart shows, returns from 
European stock markets have started 
to converge m recent years. But the re- 
turns within sectors, viewed from an 
all-Europe perspective, are as wide as 
ever. It means, suggests Mark Howdle. 
that whereas in the past the hig 
decisions to get right about investing 
in Europe have been which country to 
huv. in future the biggest returns will 
come from finding the most attractive 
companies within each industry sector 
in Europe. 

That feels right to me. Provided that 
monetary union works as hoped (and 
that does remain a big if), the prospect 
of further structural change should 
mean Europe remains an attractive 
place to go looking for value. 
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With uncertainty about interest 
■ rates, now is the perfect time to 

know exactly what you will be paying 
££* 00/ % un hl April 2003. 

Some things won’t be changing, 
like our new Fixed Rate Mortgage, 
fixed at 6.55% 6.8% APR until 1 April 2003. 

If you are an existing customer on the move or a new 
mortgage customer, it’s available up to 90% of the value 
of your property. 

To find out how to fix your mortgage rate with Woolwich 
Direct, just call us for an immediate personal quotation 
quoting reference 1X241. Hurry though, we may not be 
able to keep this offer open for long. 

WOOLWICH 


0645 75 75 75 

For your security, telephone conversations may be recorded. 8.30am - 9.00pm MON - FRI; 
9.00am - 3.00pm SAT: 10.00am - 2.00pm SUN Internet address: http://www.woolwich.co.uk 
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Compare our rates to 
see how much you could save 
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So ivby not call ms now? 
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WH H- PRO I TTS BOND 

A worry-free 
investment 
offering the best 
of both worlds. 


Security and Potential Capital Growth 

If that s* winds like your Jr-rom cunu: true, then Thu Equitable 
With- Profits Bond is j uinnmji corabinJlion lor your invesunents. 

With stcnj esn invent in a managed fund of assets, which 
smooths the shon-term flu* tuitions in value mer the period of 
tout investment. 

So. you can strike a balance between keeping your savings sate 
in j building society, but possibly eroded by inflation, and the 
potentially lucrative but more risky option ol investment in 
equities 

And. as part of your medium to long-term investment plans. 
The Equitable With-Profits Bond can play an important and 
profitable pan. 

Of course, vou also have the reassurance and peace of mind 
which comes irom dealing 41 th The Equitable Life, thc world's 
oldest mutual life office. 

If veu would like more information on achieving thc besr of 
both worlds with The Equitable With-Profits Bond, call 
uVWt)l IK 4H 5A »>r return the coupon below for details by post 
and by telephone. 

www.equiuble.co.uk 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 




COCA COLA 


HSNEKEW 


.NOiRWlCTH 
* UNION 


If all the world’s top 

companies were British, 
you wouldn’t need out 

Global Tracking PEP. 

Not all the best companies are British, which is why not all of the 
Norwich Global Tracking PEP is invested in British companies. 

Unlike most other tracking PEPs, we invest in over 2,500 companies 
worldwide, to give excellent potential for growth. 

■ Growth since launch in July iggfi of 28.6K* TAX-FREE 1 , 
with a historic return of 100.2%" over 5 years. 

■ 75% ofyow investment trades UK companies and 

25% tracks companies m 27 other stock markets worldwide. 

■ No initial charges and no charge for transfer from 

I other PEPs. 

■ Access to your money whenever you want it. 

For a free information pack call 

0800 0562 450 

quoting reference number 1IN56. 

ts more. line* open weekday* Bam-apm, wedumdi roam- 4 pm. 


No one protects more. 


' I would like more information on the Norwich Global Tracking PEP. I 

| Fletue complete drti coupon m BLOCK CAPITALS and return h bn Norwich Union Portfofio Smtoat Urnited. RtSPOST ANG 424 ^ Naiwkh NRi jBB. j 

1 Title Initial Surname 


Address. 


1 Telephone Number (Day), 
j REF.1INS6 


.Postcode. 

.(Evening). 
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Data that you provide may be u»ed by Norwich Union group companies, your financial adviser or other relevant organisations for 
marketing purposes sudl as market research and contacting you regardrag your insurancs and investment needs. For Youruiatectkan 
an telephone «Hj will be recorded. The Personal investment Authority and IMRO regulate Norwich Union Portfolio Services limited. 























THE INDEPENDENT 
SVDJF.DAV 24 lANUAR'i D> l, o 

6 



6 /P E R S O N Al F I N ANCE — 

The dangers of cashing in on legal drugs 

. ~ hmaCthC 


Blood money; Ads are targeting students 


John Voos 


The NUS is warning 
hard-pressed students 
against responding to ads 
offering quick and easy 
cash for taking part in 
drug triais. Paul Slade 
reports. 

Small ads io the back of 
magazines such as Private Eye. 
Fortean Tunes and the Big Issue 
promise payments of up to 
£125 a day for subjects used to 
test the safety and efficiency of 
new prescription drugs- They 
refer to trials not only in the UK 
but world-wide. 

The advertisers are not the 
dlinics carrying out the trials, 
but companies hoping to sell 
people who reply a list of clin- 
ics to contact. For many re- 
spondents, the only alternative 
may be bar or restaurant work 
paying little more than £3 an 


hour and the offers sound 
seductive. 

The informal i>'n sent out by 
one advertiser. Phase 11 Ser- 
vices. says: “As it is such a 
quick anil easy way to raise a 
large lump sum ot money in a 
few days, many volunteers go 
back lime and time again, when 
thev need money for :i holiday, 
to see them through C hristmas. 
to pay off loans and overdrafts 
or just to help them get through 
their next term at college. 

The National Union ot Stu- 
dents (NUS l says the danger 
arises less from the trials them- 
selves. which may he periectly 
legitimate, but Irom people 
anxious to earn the cash invul- 
ved lying in order to lake part. 
This is believed to be the cause 
of two student deaths in IMS?. 

“What appeared to be 
happening in the mid- Eighties 
was that people were not 
revealing Lhe truth ab« «ui other 


medication they were taking or 
possible risk factors to the 
clinical practitioners when they 
were taking part in tests, be- 
cause they wanted the money." 
an NlfS spokeswoman says. 
"We i'ecl there shouldn't be a 
significant financial induce- 
ment- We really don l want 
people to be putting their lives 
ai risk for the sake of money. 

-We’re very aware of people 
trying to promote this to 
students. I think they target 
anybody who wants money, and 
students will always fall into that 
category. Some companies do 
promote it as money for 
nothing." 

Phase li's literature claims 
.me volunteer recently collected 
£ 5 .i Hill plus air tare for a six- 
week trial in Germany. Another 
company selling the lists. LFC 
of Great Yarmouth, mentions 
a fee of JL1.2UH fpr three 
overnight stays. 


Richard Ley of the Associ- 
ation of British Pharmaceutical 
Companies, which represents 
the drug manufacturers who 
must cany out these trials, says. 
“Our guidelines state that, while 
volunteers may be rewarded in 
cash or in kind, the amount 
should be reasonable. Payment 
of large amounts is discouraged, 
because we don't want people 
volunteering repeatedly for 
experiments for financial gain. 

"Clearly, if money’s being 
offered, it's always going to be 
part of the equation, but it’s not 
something you should be doing 
because you’re short of cash- 

UK trials are policed by in- 
dependent Ethical Review 
Boards which must approve 
them for safety. Trial subjects 
must also be told what the trial 
is for. what the risks might be 
and what compensation may be 
available if anything goes 
wrong. 


We Index-Tracking PEP 


One of the NUS’s main 
concerns is trials abroad, where 

visitors from the UK may find 

any problems which anse sue far 

maim difficult to sort out Phase 
IPs directory lets over \°? 

dimes around the world which 

are currently recruiting”,^ 

15 of which are m the UK. 

Phase n sells its own directory 
for £10 a copy. f 

Lesley Newson, director of 
a clinical trials unit in Ply- 
mouth, says: -We have got a 
couple of volunteers who got 
our number from one of these 
lists, but we don’t have anything 
to do with the companies pro- 
ducing them. I don't know 
whether the people placing 
these ads are vetting the or- 
ganisations, and I don’t know 
how they choose the telephone 
numbers and addresses they put 
on their lists.” 

One Private Eye advertiser 

distributing the LFC list admits 
The sheer range cf mortgages 

on offer, repayment, endow- 
ment, interest-only, fixed 
rate, variable rate, discounted 
rate, cashback, fixed-term 
and flexible, can be very con- 
fusing. 7he Independent has pub- 


tetonoideahwteWBPU 
together, but simply 
, ’ ■:_* „c ;t stands. Phase u 

sssssffi-s 

handful of students now have to 
earn some kind of H °. ut ® d ® ^ 
come to support Uie« 

A recent survey by the GMB 
found that one in three students 
is missing lectures because of 
part-time work. 

Mr Ley is also concerned at 
ads for trials being aimed 
particularly at groups such u 

Scents or the unemployed, 
who may be desperate for cash. 
“That doesn't mean unem- 
ployed people and students 
can't be accepted for trials, but 
companies shouldn’t be target- 
ing all their information and 

promotional stuff at them, he 

says. 

fished a free Guide to Mortgages 
written by Nic Cfcutti, this pa- 
per^ personal finance editor, 
and sponsored by Barclays 
Mortgages. It is available by 
calling 0800 585691 , or filling 
in the coupon below. 
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A glance at the table will show that 
l - since its launch over two 
years ago - this Index-Tracking PEP 
from Legal & General has proved that 
it offers PEP investors superb value 
for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share 
Index. This Index reflects the 
performance of the entire stock- 
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market, so it reduces the risk of 
being over-exposed to shares which 
under-perform and lessen your 
return. In fact, a lump sum of £6,000 
invested in the Legal & General 
Index-Tracking PEP at launch would 
now be worth £9,111* compared 
to just £8,438* in the average 
UK Income & Growth Trust. 

With no initial charges 
deducted, more of your 
money is invested at 


The All-Share Tracking 
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Perhaps you think that all pension plans are the same. If you 
do. then you would be making a big mistake. Here are some of the 
reasons why you should consider an Equ itab le Pension Plan. 

The Equitable Life: 

* Fays no commission to third parties for the 
introduction of new business. 

* Has no shareholders. 

Our Pension Plan: 

* Lets yon retire earlier or Later than planned - 

without penalty. 

* Lets you vary your contributions - without 

penalty. 

* Provides full return of fund in the event of death 
before retirement. 

So, if you would like to find out more about bow The Equitable 
Pension Plan is not the same as most others, call us direct on 
10990) 3S A* 58 or send off the coupon below For more 
information by post and by telephone. 

www.equitable.co.uk 
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Try these books for size 
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There’s no shortage of 
authors willing to offer 
fool-proof plans for 
making money. But a 
good guide on basic 
investments or pension 
planning can be harder 
to find, lain Morse scans 
the shelves to pick the 
best. 


Some new year resolutions are 
harder to keep than others, 
but at least you can console 
yourself about not losing any 
weight with a drink and ciga- 
rette. If your list included sort- 
ing out your financial planning 
priorities there is still time for 
affirmative action. 

One place to start is by ed- 
ucating yourself on the subject. 
Bookshop shelves groan with 
titles. If you are looking for an 
entry-level guide to financial 
planning, try Jonquil Lowe's Be 
Your Own Financial Adviser. 
One of a series published by the 
Consumers’ Association, this 
deserves an award for its use of 
plain English and common- 
sense approach- 

Suitabie for all ages, it in- 
cludes chapters on main areas 
of financial planning including 
mortgages, personal insurance, 
pension planning and lump- 
sum investment. The emphasis 
is on planning in a family 
context and some practical tools 
are included. 

For instance, there are charts 
which allow you to calculate in- 
come, expenditure, and the 
cost of your financial planning 
targets. A glossary includes 
straightforward definitions of 
terms often more widely used 
than understood A list of use- 
ful addresses will let you con- 
tact anyone from the Bank of 
England to the Funeral Plan- 
ning Council. 

Debbie Harrison's Personal 
Faumdal Planner, published by 
Pitman, covers some of the 
same ground but without these 
practical tools. Instead, the 
emphasis is towards a more 
analytic, investment-orientated 
approach. 

The costs of buying and sell- 
ing both retail financial products 
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and equities is given useful 
coverage. Guidance is given 
on how iu monitor investment 
performance. 

Anyone enjoying this book 
may be led on to more specialist 
titles dealing with investment. 
These days, moM of us buv 
equities through collective 
investments like unit and in- 
vestment trusts. 

Bruce G Williams’s Picking 
the Right Unit Trust boldly 
promises the “secret of suc- 
cessful investment"', with per- 
sonal equity plan { PEP) secrets. 
It also boasts of “the easy, yet 
sophisticated, wav to invest". 
These are big claims, as might 
be expected from a former 
vice-president of Citibank. 

Perhaps reading this book 
will help if you are applying for 
a job with Citibank, but its em- 
phasis on using PEPs as a 
means of building a portfolio 
looks redundant with Individ- 
ual Savings Accounts (ISAs) on 
their wav to replace them. Also, 
the secret of “the easy, sophis- 


ticated wav to invest" turns out 
to be nothing more interesting 
than investing in tracker funds. 

Joanna Slaughter's Guide 
to Investment Trusts A Unit 
Trusts is an even-handed intro- 
duction to the strengths and 
weaknesses of each type of in- 
vestment. and for its category 
wins an award for plain English 
and the explication of inherently 
complex subject matter. 

Tracker funds do not appear 
in its index, while PEPs get a 
single chapter. Elsewhere. Ms 
Slaughter gives a concise explan- 
ation of how to choose and 
manage an investment portfolio, 
with regard both to income and 
capital gains tax. A final chapter 
puts these collective invest- 
ments into a variety of contexts, 
including school -fee provision 
and pension planning. A good- 
value. middle-level guide. 

For a summary of the ana- 
lytic techniques used in invest- 
ment decisions, try Caroline 
Seftnn‘s.4-Zo/ Investment. You 
may not actually buy share 


options using “straddling and 
strangling" but if you ever meet 
a stranger on a train who talks 
about it, mutual misunder- 
standing can be avoided. 

This book also contains a 
valuable, if brief, section on 
investment software, including 
the names and addresses of 
firms marketing programmes for 
use at home which have won ap- 
proval from no less an authority 
than the Investors Chronicle. 

For those interested in budd- 
ing up a share portfolio. 
Richard Koch's Selecting Shares 
that Perform offers to reveal "10 
ways to beat the index". The 
great and wholly original feature 
of Mr Koch's opus its inclusion 
of the (1-2-3) Test, designed by 
“that great American sage of 
human behaviour, Hal Leavitt". 

Completing this test will tell 
you what kind of investment you 
should hold, thinks Mr Koch. It 
kicks off by asking; “Do you be- 
lieve in God?", going on to: 
“Which of the next three char- 
acters are you most like, or least 


YOUR 
PENSION: 
IN YOUR 
OWN TIME 
IN YOUR 
OWN WAY 


A Merchant Investors pension is an 
easy, convenient and flexible pension. 

The charges are low. -i 

You can vary' your contributions Jgjja 
without charge. 

Pay no commission when jggggp® 8 
you buy direct. 

No sales person 
will bother you. 



Merchant Investors 

Assurance 

Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
and pari of Allianz - one of Europe s largest insurers. 

r Mail, this coupon to. Merchant Investors Assurance "j 
; Company Limited. Freepost BS 6013. Bristol BS1 2UZ , 
i MR / MRS . MISS I MS {please circle as appropriate} J 
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unlike, (a) Hitler. ( b) the 
Daleks, (c) Anil a the Hun?" 
Readers should think carefully 
about exactly who deserves this 
book. 

Be Your Own Stockbroker is 
more conventional. Its author, 
Charles Vinicent, takes a clas- 
sical stage-by-stage approach to 
explaining just where an indi- 
vidual stands in relation to bro- 
ker and market. 

This includes commonscnse 
definitions of concepts like 
“price to earnings ratios, and 
how to apply them". Due space 
is given both to fundamental 
value as a criterion for buy/sell 
decisions, and also for the use 
of bar charts recording past per- 
formance to predict that of the 
future. 

The Financial Times Guide to 
Using the Financial Pages, by 
Romesh Vanilingham. is a com- 
plement to any such guide but, 
as its title suggests, also tells you 
where to find and how to use 
relevant information. 

Unlike any of the other 
books surveyed, it also takes a 
broad-brush look at the 
relationship between macro- 
economic performances and 
investment returns, covering 
UK economic indicators in 
detail. A good buy for someone 
already interested in the subject. 

Among books on pension 
provision. Barbara Ellis' Perfect 
tensions is concise and serves as 
an entry-level guide. Its main 
drawback is lack of information 
on state pensions, covered at far 
greater length in Jonquil Lowe's 
The Which? Guide to tensions. 
With a ready reckoner on how 
much income you will need in 
retirement, Ms Lowe's book 
goes into more detail, but is 
written mainly from an em- 
ployee’s perspective. 

Tony Reardoa’sAllied Dun- 
bar Pensions Handbook covers 
not just individual provision, but 
also the structure of both small 
and large company schemes. 
Written with an emphasis on 
Inland Revenue roles covering 
each type of provision, this wiU 
tell you all you need to know rel- 
evant to the type of provision 
you have. Used as a reference 
book by pension advisers, it is 
accessible to the general reader 
and highly recommended. 


OFFTHESHELF: BOOKS FO R 1N V 

Be Your Own Financial Adviser, Jonquil Lowe 
Which? Consumer Guides, £9.99 
Personal Financial Planner. Debbie Harrison 
Pitman Publishing £15.99 
InvestrnCTtSpecialist Titles 
Picking the Right Unit Trust, Bruce G Williams 
Financial Times, 'Pitman Publishing £21.99 
Guide to investment Trusts & Unit Trusts. Joanna Slaughter. 

Investors ChranicJe/Pttmart Publishing, £15.99 
A-Z of investment, Caroline Sefton 
Investors Chronicle Pitman Pubfishing £15.99 


ESTORS 

Selecting Shares that terfonrt-. Richard Koch 
Financial Twnes/Rtman Publishing £19.99 
Be Your Own Stockbroker, Charles Vaitcent 
Financial Trmes/Pitman Publishing £19.99 
The Financial Times Guide to Using the Financial Pages j 
Romesh Vaitilingham. FT/Pttman Publishing, £16.99 

Pensions Specialist Titles 

to Pensions. Jionqu3\JTr/e,Yiivch?, £9 39 

Perfect tensions. Barbara EJfis, Business Books, £5.99 
Aiked Dunbar Pensions Handbook, Ttwy Reanton, 

Alfied Dunbar/Longman £24.99 
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Most life companies search from a single data base, severely limiting your choice. 

Life-Search uses no less than 44 data bases, comparing thousands 
of different quotes. That's how we manage to cut life cover costs so dramatically 
without reducing your cover. 

• The best rates from the best companies. • Impartial, professional advice. 

• Friendiv patient staff. ■ Free illustrations. 

• Tailored deals to suit irulMdual circumstances. • Help with pensions and mortgages if required. 

FOR A FREE QUOTATION ON LQ-CALL 0845 603 0401 . 
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As you can see, the Rose 
Tracker PEP has more points in its 
favour than most. Not Icasr the fact 
that it offers one of rhe lowcsr 
annual management charges for a 
tracker PEP at just 0.3%. 

It's the latest offer from Invesr 
On-line, the direct investment arm 
of one ot the Uk’s leading insurance 
companies, Royal Sc SunAlliancc. 

Unlike some index trackers, the 
Rose Tracker PEP spreads your 
investment over the whole FTSE 
All-Share Index, nor just the top 100 
companies, so reducing rhe risks. 

You can^tarr investing from as 
little as £50 each month or with a 
lump sum of £ 1,000 . 

Call free, now on 0500 100 333 
or clip the coupon below for full 
details. Our friendly and knowl- 
edgeable staff will be happy co 
answer any questions you may have. 


TALK TO US ABOUT THE ROSE TRACKER PEP FREE ON 

0500100333 

7 DAYS A WEEK 

FAX NO: 0118 934 8212 E MAIL: invest©rsaonlme. co.uk 
PLEASE QUOTE COUPON CODE BELOW 
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Rivals gain on Ford 
in changed market 


Ford is still the UK’s market leader, 
but some rivals are catching up fast 
- and others are receding. Roger Be// 
looks at 1997’s winners and losers. 

way Ford tells it, you'd think thai 
Tf Britain's leading car maker hit the jackpot last 
year. Fbr the 21 st successive year Ford led 
the field, selling over 100.(100 more cars than 
its nearest rival. It also fielded the three best- 
sellers -the Fiesta. Escort and Mondeo. What 
Ford doesn’t say is that these successes took 
place against a background of steady decline. 

Although total car registrations were up 
Ford’s sales and, more to the point, its mar- 
ket share, were down, according to the So- 
ciety of Motor Manufacturers and Traders. 
What’s more, both have been dwindling for 
years. In 1987 Ford sold more than 580.000 
cars in the UK - nearly a third of the total 
Last year’s tally was 396.000. and its share 183 
per cent. What’s happening? Is mighty Fbrd, 
with its 1,000-strong dealer network and huge 
marketing muscle, on the ropes? 

A look at its closest rivals, GM-owned 
Vhuxhall and BMW-owned Rover, fails to pn> 
^ vide answers. Vhuxhall also saw a fail in raar- 
ket share - though at 14 per cent it is much 
Lhe same as it was 10 years ago. Rover’s sales 
and percentage were down. In the late Six- 
ties. Rover ("then BL ) made nearly half ail new 
. cars sold in Britain. Now its slice of the cake 
is a mere 10 per cent. 

Fine, says Rover spokesman Nick Argent. 
‘'We’re do longer in the pile-’em-higb, sell- 
'em -cheap business." Realigned Rover has be- 
come less dependent on home sales and more 
reliant on foreign ones. However. Professor 
Garel Rhys, director of the Centre for Auto- 
motive Industry Research at Cardiff Uni- 
versity's business school, sounds a cautionary 
note for Rover. “The most difficult manoeuvre 


lc» put into place in war is the orderly retreat, 
which can so easily become a rout." 

He adds: “No manufacturer can expect to 
sell one car in three when there are so many 
good alternatives to choose from- Buyers have 
a greater choice than at any time since the 
Twenties. People throughout Europe are less 
chauvinistic than they were.” The evidence? 
Fiat once had riO per cent of the Italian mar- 
ket, now it’s down to 38 per cent. VW has 
lost ground in Germany, and Freoch giants 
have slipped in France, where imports are ris- 
ing. The single market is becoming a reality. 

Then there are the new players that have 
set up shop in Britain in the past decade - 
Chrysler. Daewoo, Kia, Protod, Ssangyong. 

Tom Malcolm, Ford's manager of public 
affairs, also cites the company's withdrawal 
from the cut-throat rental market ( the slack 
• has teen taken up by the French. Korean and 
Japanese) and a more liberal user-chooser 
approach ty fleet buyers. “Ten years ago. many 
of them wouldn't allow Continental cars, far 
less Japanese ones." Times have changed. 

Ford was not alone in losing market 
share last year. Others to do so ( though sales 
may have been up) were Alfa Romeo, Cit- 
roen, Fiat, Nissan and Volkswagen. 

Heading the winners was Renault, which 
sold 160.U00 cars in Britain (compared with 
79.000 in 1987). Renault (which doesn't 
make cars here) is now threatening to oust 
Peugeot (which does) from fourth place in 
the charts. 

Other winners include Audi. BMW. 
Chrysler/Jeep, Daihatsu. Hyundai. Honda. 
Jaguar. Mercedes-Benz. Saab. Seat, Skoda. 
Subaru. Toyota and Volvo - though Volvo sold 
far fewer pars here Iasi year than in 1987. 

Professor Garel Rhys believes that Ford 
will do well to maintain 1 8 per cent of the mar- 
ket, though it is hard to see anvonc eclips- 
ing its lead. Much will depend on the Escort's 
replacement, due later thisvear. 



Ford’s vast market share is being eroded by imports like the Citroin Saxo and Renault Clio 


Top 10 manufacturers, 1997 

Top 20 models, 1997 





Maker 

Sales 

% 

Model 

Sales 

Model 

Sales 

1 

Ford 

396,353 

18.26 

1 

Ford Fiesta 

119.471 

II 

Renault Megane 

57,654 

2 

Wuxhall 

294,550 

1337 

2 

Ford Escort 

113322 

12 

VW Polo 

56,235 

3 

Rover 

217.262 

10.01 

3 

Ford Mondeo 

107,239 

13 

Peugeot 106 

50.069 

4 

Peugeot 

167.472 

7.72 

4 

Vauxhall Vectra 

93.778 

14 

Peugeot 406 

47.395 

5 

Renault 

159.235 

7.34 

5 

Vauxhall Astra 

89337 

15 

Fiat Punto 

45351 

6 

VW 

119.767 

531 

6 

Vauxhall Corsa 

79.898 

16 

Nissan Micra 

42,858 

7 

Nissan 

96.172 

4.43 

7 

Peugeot 306 

66.888 

17 

Renault Laguna 

40,324 

8 

Fiat 

88,328 

4.07 

8 

Rover 200 

62.365 

18 

BMW 3-series 

40,312 

9 

Citroen 

79.527 

3.66 

9 

Rover 400 

61.913 

19 

VW Golf 

39.986 

10 

BMW 

63.734 

2.94 

10 

Renault Clio 

58.033 

20 

Citroen Saxo 

36355 










Source: SMMT 


* Skoda Felicia: the cheap and cheerful Czech 


No-joke Skodas are cheap and 
respectable. But is it worth paying 
extra for a frugal diesel engine? 
Roger Bell thinks not. 


Anyone in the market for smart, mid-range 
wheels will soon need to shortlist an unfamiliar 
name: Skoda. The Passat-based Octavia promis- 
es the same unbeatable value - if not the same 
street cred - in the Ford Mondeo’s class as the 
Skoda Felicia does in the Fiesta’s. Record sales 
of 16.560 last year reflect the growing popularity 
of Czech-built, no-joke Skodas in Britain. 

The Felida is not a great car. There are trendier, 
more able five-door superminis. There is. though, 
nothing of comparable size, accommodation and 
• Quality to match the cheapest Skoda's price of just 
-over £6,000. Five-door Fiestas start at £10395, Fiat 
Puntos at £8328, Nissan Micras at £8335, Peu- 
geot 106s at £S,425. As products of the VW Group, 
the Skoda Felicia is far from shoddy, though. No 
car with a three-year, unlimited-mileage warran- 
ty is innately unreliable. 

The cheapest Felida is the spartan 13L. at 
£6399 inclusive of number plate, delivery charge, 
fuel, tax disc, even three years’ roadside assistance. 
The latest model in a line-up of six hatchbacks 
and five estates is the 1.9D GU. powered by' a 
coarse but dean VW diesel engine. 

Although same new-generation diesels are 
good enough to win the respect, even the cash, 
of die-hard petrolheads. the old-school Skoda's 



Felicia: if you’re looking for a chic funster that’s as nimble as a Mini, look elsewhere 


is more likely to fuel prejudice. Siart-up is accom- 
panied by a dreadful clatter, despite extra sound 
insulation. Fortunately. ihe racket subsides as you 
climb through the gears, and it disappears alto- 
gether when cruising. Acceleration is on the right 
side of sluggish, but the absence of a turbocharger 
is betrayed by tardy midrange thrust. Lin I ike some 
rivals, though, the Felicia does nut discharge mucky 
black smoke under full throttle. 

Felicias ride calmly on s.iftish springs, and the 
front seats support well. The hatidling is tidy rather 
than crisp. Power-assisted steering is M.mtlard on 


the diesel, but cornering grip is restricted by skinny 
tyres. If you're after a chic funster that will scuttle 
through roundabouts like a Mini, look elsewhere. 

At CS..SW9. the diesel I.9D GLi costs £2,60U 
more than the base L. More to the point, it is £700 
dearer than the nippier petrol 13 GLi. Worth the 
extra? Unless you’re a high-mileage user (unlikely 
in a Feliiial. probably not. 1 calculate you’d need 
to cover more than 5t»,00u miles to recoup lhe ex- 
tra outlay in fuel savings. And that doesn't lake 
into account the extra oil' filler changes required. 
No. the smoother, quieter UGLi is a better bet. 


Skoda Felicia 1 .9DGLi, £8,899. Engine: 

l,896cc diesel, four cylinders, eight valves, 
63bhp at 4300rpm. Transmission: five- 
speed manual, front-wheel drive. 
Performance: top speed 97mph. 0-60mpb 
in 16.5 seconds. Fuel consumption 463mpg. 

Rivals 

Fiat Punto 70tdSX five-door, £10,407. 
Pricier of two diesel Puntos is more 
powerful, faster than Felicia diesel, and just 
as frugaL Turbo makes the difference. 
Roomy, well-packaged, high-style supermini 
that looks better than it is to drive. 

Ford Fiesta I.25LX five-door, £10395. 
Sweet petrol engine, smoother, quieter, 
nippier than Felicia diesel’s - and almost as 
economical. Fun-car handling came with last 
major makeover. Sluggish diesel costs £9,1 95. 

Nissan Micra I.3GX five-door, £10,145. 
Noddy-car looks no longer an asset. 
Otherwise, nice to drive, petrol engine 
sweet and peppy. No diesel option, but 1.3 
available (for steep premium) with 
excellent CVT automatic transmission. 

VW Polo I.9DL five-door. £10320. 
Powered by same engine as Felicia diesel 
Classy looks, high build quality - but pricey. 
Petrol 1.4 better value. 



GAVIN 

GREEN 


Cars are becoming less reliable, according to a big 
study done by the German motoring club, the 
ADAC. And at least one expert blames car-makers’ 
obsession with speed. 

Not 0-60 acceleration, or top speed - though no 
doubt repeated stints of bard driving will hurt the 
trustworthiness of your motorised steed. Rather, it 
is an obsession with developing cars in the shortest 
possible time that is hurting reliability- Says Dr 
Ernst Fiala, former head of product development 
for Volkswagen, “only a fool thinks he can design a 
completely new model from inception to 
production in three years". Which, incidentally, is 
the time frame mosi European manufacturers now 
work to - including Fiala ’s ex-employer. 

Volkswagen, and Mercedes-Benz, hitherto 
regarded asthe most boringly thorough of all car 
companies at getting every last derail right, have 
special reason to heed Dr Ftala’s words. Both have 
suffered acute embarrassment in the past year, 
when apparently insufficient development time has 
caused them to botch up crucial new cars. 

Mercedes’ cock-up is well-documented. It 
boasted at the unveiling of the new A-class baby 
car, at the Geneva Show last March, that the 
newcomer had been developed in record time. Its 
policy of triple-checking every Iasi grommet had 
finally been fast-tracked. Unfortunately, it also 
resulted in a major testing oversight In a severe 
slalom test, the A-class - promoted as “the biggest 
single motoring revolution of 1997” - lived up to its 
billing all too literally. It tipped over. A hugely 
costly and embarrassing halt to production, and the 
recall of all models sold, will teach Mercedes to be 
a bit more careful next time. 

Volkswagen managed to escape from its 
embarrassment rather more discreetly. After 
production started, VW decided to strengthen the 
B -pillar (the side post that runs between the front 
and rear doors up to the roof) to improve side- 
impact protection. Many early cars were scrapped; 
others had expensive retro-fit modifications. 

VW now “proudly" boasts about being able to 
develop new cars in three years. A few years ago it 
was six years. It is still co mmi tted to three-year 
development programmes (that’s how long the 
New Beetle took). 

Nonetheless, methinks Dr Fiala’s warning may 
ring a few alarm bells in his old office. 

That other great German icon, BMW. is also not 
immune to sloppy development Anyone 
unfortunate enough to buy an early example of the 
current BMW 3-series - a marvellous car, once it 
was debugged - will remember the cheap door trim 
Ming off in their hands, and the insubstantial feel 
of the car. That was also a “fast-tracked" 
development programme. A new 3-series is 
launched next month. BMW has quietly promised 
that it won’t be making the same mistakes again. 

Europe’s car makers are increasingly speed- 
obsessed. because they have to compete with the 
Japanese. And the Japanese, who tend to be better 
organised and more efficient than Europe’s 
makers, have long been used to three- or four-year 
development times. And they rarely (in fact, never) 
launch inadequately engineered cars. They may not 
be as finely honed or as lovingly crafted overall as 
the very best European cars. But nor do they 
contain embarrassing oversights. 

The Japanese are far more task-driven. 
Thoroughness, rather than inspiration, is their 
hallmark. That’s why, despite short development 
times, their cars are usually more reliable than 
European cars (as the ADAC study again 
revealed). Another reason is that “new” Japanese 
cars tend to have far more carry-over (and 
therefore proven) components than “new” 

European cars. Often their “new” cars are merely 
last year's mechanicals repackaged in a new body. 

But at least they don’t break down, trip over, or use 
bits that fall off in your hand. 


S MY WORST CAR 

3TONY ROBINSON’S AU STIN A 35/B ED FORD COACH 



It was 1966, and I was at drama school in 
London. Ektring the holidays I took a 
50b with a ships' victuallers, based in 
Stepney, east London. I had to drive out 
to the ships which docked in the port to 
find out what they wanted in terms of 
supplies, then go and get it. .Although I’d 
passed my test, I didn’t own a car. so the 
Austin A35 van they supplied was my 
first regular taste of motoring, and what 
a bad start it was. 

This little van had two major 
problems. On the one hand it would 
jump out of gear. The gear stick would 
fly into neutral like a bullet from a gun, 
so it could lurch up and down the road 
in a very undignified fashion. 

On the other hand, the van would 
engage a gear, then never lei go of it- 
Now I could drive along for a bit in 
second, of third, but after a while an 
incline,- or traffic lights, would mean mat 
the van woll ld come 10 a spluttering haJL 
* had two stark choices when that 
h®ppened; either phone up the office 
aad some burly cockney would come and 
tshe the rise out of me for days 
afterwards, or get out and push. 

Now, my physique has been 



Baldrick buggy: the Austin A35 


described by journalists as ant-like. 
Aged 17, it was only developing ant- 
like. Middle-aged women weighed down 
with shopping would stop and ask if I 
needed a hand. 

My other horrendous experience 
involved another commercial vehicle. By 
this time I bad left drama school and was 
doing the romantic. J B Priestley bit. 
touring the country' performing 
Moliere’s Tartuffe , packed into a Bedford 
coach. After a week the driver literally 
walked out on the company. They 
offered me an extra £1 a week to drive it 
and for some reason, greed probably. I 
said yes. It was a huge. Iona wheelbase 
thing which I bad to operate on tiptoes, 
double-declutching like a ballet dancer, 
with my nose pressed up against the 


windscreen. The brakes, tin < ugh. were 
ferocious. A light touch would bring it 
screechimi to a halt. 

After three month-, which included 
checking the luel level with a hr. h - re- 
handle. I wa- relieved to get home in 
one piece when l got straight into m\ 
Triumph Herald.' But as I approached 
the first set of lights. I ih-iughl I was in 
ihe Bedford, braked ton Lite and 
smashed into the car in troni. 

Tony Robinson 1 % -uirnny in Tin l in Best 
of Black Adder ' on HHC nJco. the entire- 
series l\ a ho S.wti remit on i K /V. He h 
also presenting 'Time h um on t liituttfl -4 
and 1 till he appear, in yitnmi Vu m neie 

comt J} \l/i Wonderful Life ' for 1 inmti.hi 
Ti: He 11 as tulkiny to Junta liuppert. 
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Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 33 ca’sv hill dr.'ve, chorley prs sne 


ASA 817 
7* ALE 
K' MB 
m EAR 
20 BEa 
rnBH 
87 B09 
9 RBTVI 
C 8609 
50 OM 
COE M7V 

w; ctu 

DAJTE 
944 P9C 
DBF iis 

lOEfiPAi 

5M :*ic : wo 
Sis* [r.V 7.000 
B5FCA rooo 


1550 

1540 

1300 

1,800 

1.800 

1.400 

S.’M 

HOC 

:ooo 

:soo 

000 

1.600 

1.200 

1.800 


Ir&ASlSWTHFCAl 

JBH 

lfOO 

|J4fCA 

1.000 

IN0TJH13I 

(JOHN ADAM FCA.i 

JU.34 

2500 

MKA 

1.000 

■U7329 

uao 

(ROBERT SM FCAJ 

KDL353 

900 

FECBT1 

1.000 

93KP 

P0A 

OIL 59 

un 

LAZ4D 

1 500 

too aw 

3^00 

UK 268 

1.000 

OSBKY 

BOO 

LN9705 

1.600 

HAftlD 

1.000 

UU1» 

BOO 

I iHARDLDl 

11 MA 

stun 

HAZ6 

M00 

MUNSA 

800 

HDM«f 

1.400 

IMENSAJ 

HIL 1069 

1.000 

MP8740 

2500 

HU res 

1.000 

MUN60S 

UDD 

HO MSI 

800 

tMAN UNITED) 

jr rat 

600 

9181 MU 

600 

(MA JAHRATT) 

itMRTn CROSS] 

JEC609X 

400 

NM4460 

uooj 


FIB 30 
II Pf 
7PW 
RAJ><W 
RBfl 338 
RC5 
BIB 750 
BWRH 
BOH 856 
SAD IBS 


lJOO 
3300 
10.000 
GOO 
I, MS 

15.000 
900 

1000 

3.000 
1300 


tSAWEl 

5655 SM 5,000 

749 SM) 1.800 

TV Kl 2.500 

GIUSA 2500 

VERSS6 1.2W 

{YHTlTY.VcHNONI 


DVLA AUCTION OF ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION HARKS 
11 you *ie comermiatng a bid ptoau coreder tne benefits of sxped 
ia.ee pi'Twde comprehensive Wormason, assents) tfwn coning to 
b cad t nooKjer. otherwise you may taedvenentty bad 100 much or Bottle. 


PHONE 01257 402306 PHONE 
FAX 01257 -174745 FAX 


Citroen 


XM 2.5 VSXTD ESTATE 

Metallic Blue. 
h J.uOO miles. 

M Re>». Full Hisiotx! 
Tui i Years Warranty 
Six Mi.mihs Tax 

£1 1,995 with &i,ooo 

, Minimum Part Exchange 

01442 871234f,iu% Dmuh 


I:, JtSls Wtll Knvw. A 

V-aliP IV V Imi rixi Set One 

XANT1A 1.8 SX AUTO 

M -^ jIIm . nil 

1 ims 1 vi 1 inilo 

I MAIllT I'll 
In,, Y«\ip. Wjrr.inij 
t. M'Olilr. Ij\ 

£7,995 

DH4J iT12.Vi tMirvPttUtt* 


Peugeot 


Marques 
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Don't you 
think its 
tune you 
tried the 
Personals? 

Introducing The Independent 
on Voice Personals®- an 
exciting new telephone dating 
service for our readers, 
designed to make your search 
for someone special easier 
and more successful than ever! 

To place your own FREE personal ad, call 

0800 216318 

...EVEN THE CALL IS FREE 

For FREE live assistance from a Voice RereanoJs* representative coll AtendayFriday 9am-8pm. 

V 

% jr . THE INDEPENDENT 

Voice personals 

Voice Pereona/s* 1 appears in The Independent eadi Saturday in The Eye’ and in 
The Independent on Sunday in die Real Life section. 
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AT HOME: 

CHAIN-STORE CHIC 


More 


panache for 


your money 


Want to furnish your 
sitting-room or kitchen 
with the ultimate latest 
craze? You don’t have to 
pay a fortune. Rosalind 
Russell offers a guide to 
stylish, high-street value. 


There was a time, not long 
ago, when the cognoscenti 
shopped for their lajine in up- 
market (and expensive) de- 
signer homeware shops, while 
chainsiore customers were still 
catching up with the chicken 
brick. Not any longer. The 
chains to res are treading briskly 
on the heels of the tikes of the 
Conran Shop, Heals and Div- 
ertimenti, not only producing 
chic contemporary and classic 
designs, but also doing it a 
great deal more cheaply. 

Unless your guests are the 
kind who poke around in- 
specting labels, who's to know 
whether you paid £120 for your 
classic chrome desk fan, or £60. 
which is what it costs from 
Debenhams' new range. It’ll be 
available fro m March. Deben- 
hams have transformed their 
previously mumsy, provincial 
image and developed a sophis- 
ticated and quite racy range of 


home/ lifestyle accessories. 
About to appear in the stores 
are orange and yellow velvet 
cushions at £20 each and a 
patterned ethnic footstool at 
£120, neither of which would 
look out of place in Liberty's; 
Damien-Hirat-stylc pictures of 
fruit suspended in bates, at £10 
and £15. and fake tortoiseshell 
vases at £40 each (available in 
July). A stainless-steel espresso 
cup and saucer costs £12 (a sim-. 
tiar item from Purves and 
Purves costs £15 JO). You can’t 
move in kitchen shops now for 
butchers' trolleys, which can cost 
up to £5lX): Debenhams has a 
chrome and wood one for £150. 

The new flavour-of-the- 
month colours of lilac and lime 
green are heavily represented 
throughout the range for spring 
and summer. Lime is one of the 
three colours (along with black 
and yellow) used on an alu- 
minium chair which looks as 
good indoors as out. It costs £35. 

“Heritage” colours such as 
Sludgy Old Ditch and Sheep 
Dip Green may have had their 
day. after a brief burst of dec- 
orating glory. In March Home- 
base introduces its new paint 
range, bright enough to dazzle 
a rabbit, at £11: 99. And its Lip- 
stick flasks in scalding yellow. 



Right, arc metal furniture from Next, and above, paints 
and accessories from Hombase 


bright blue and toothpaste 
white - a bit noisy for a Bar- 
bo ur-we are rs picnic basket, 
perhaps - £7.99. Not a chicken 
brick in sight here, instead a 
healthy cooking bamboo 
steamer basket at £7.99. 

Next Interiors is also pro- 
moting lilac and lime, both fea- 
turing in the new matt vinyl 
emulsion paint range (there are 
10 colours in all) at £13.99 for 
15 litres. (The theme is carried 
through to the wallpaper, bor- 
der and fabric collections where 
the colours are as lively as any 
produced by Designers Guild. 
Next has picked up quickly on 
the calligraphy design first pro- 
duced by upmarket interior de- 
signers, putting it on curtains 
(from £59.99), wallpaper borders 
(£6.99 a roll) and tasselled cush- 
ion covers (£17.99 each). Quirki- 
er and more original are the new 
Free Range fabric, curtains and 
wallpaper border featuring 


perky hens, chickens and eggs, 
showing (he sort of panache usu- 
ally attributed to the upmarket 
Nursery Window furnishing 
shop in Knigbtsbridge. Cur- 
tains are £49.99, self-adhesive 
border £5.99 a roll. Alsu new to 
Next is a tented wardrobe 
(£49.99 for the unfinished pine 
wardrobe, tent cover £34.99 j to 
suit a limited budget meeting a 
limited space. 

Even Marks & Spencer’s 
normally staid home furnishings 
directory has been tweaked to 
include some excellent, classic 
but not boring designs. Be- 
tween all the pages of chintzy 
sofas and flowery curtains lies 
the new Madison glazed storage 
unit, as stylish as anyth ing you’ll 
find in Heals. It has opaque 
glass doors, three shelves and 
two internal drawers, and is 
lockable. The price is £950. A 
neatly designed home office 
unit must rate as one of the most 
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compact and stylish solutions to 
working at home currently on 
the market. At just over 52in 
high by 42in wide and 23in 
deep, it ail closes up behind 
doors like a cupboard when not 
in use. The doors can be wood- 
en, or opaque glass. Inside, 
there is a computer storage 


shelf with pull-out shelf for the 
keyboard, flexible she King with 
a storage unit for suspended fil- 
ing, and a top drawer. It locks 
with a key. It costs £999 (why 
can’t thej- call it £1.000 and be 
done with it?). 

Like everyone else, MiftS has 
picked up on the wrought-iron 


furniture look which interior de- 
signers were pushing heavDy last 
year in expensive show homes, 
where you’d have a maid to 
brush up the dents the chair legs 
leave in the carpets. A qpw 
range of tables, chairs and 
shelving includes a console 
table with toughened glass top 


at £350. More enduring - and 
endearing - in design terms is 
a stainless steel teapot, at £20. 


Debenhams (0171-408 4444) 
Homebase (0645 S01800) 

Next home (0345 100500) 
Marks &. Spencer Home Direct 
(0345 902902) 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 




To Let 


TbLet 


Wanted 


Wiltshire 


Wiltshire 


SOHO ESTATES 
APARTMENTS TO LET 




jure 


COVENTRY HOUSE 

2 bed apartment in luxury newly refurbished 
development, with lift service, central west end 
location. £550pw. 5/6 Coventry Street, W1 


3/4 ARCHER STREET 

2 bed luxury flats, newly refurbished, ranging from 
£425-£475pw. Prime location. Folly furnished. 


CALL SOHO ESTATES LIMITED: 0171 292 8000 FOR 
VIEWING AND FURTHER INFORMATION 


LAND/SITES - without Planning Permission 
but with possible development potential. 
Preferably in village/town locations. In 
Cheshire and Northwest 
We ate prepoed to take aU the costs and risks in obtaining 
permission. Our planning consultants are experts. We bis interested 
(n buying any land - from large gardens to senoua acreage. 
Difficult, nuisance, problem, conversion, renovation, feted, reebndant 
and neighborly sites afl considered. 

PLEASE FORWARD LOCATION PLANS AND ANY PLANNING 
HISTORY DETAILS lb: 

> 

GOLDFINCH 


Waterside Living 

Bradford on Avon 



Goldfinch (Projects) Limited, 

Baton, West Road, Weaverftam, Cheshire CW8 3HH 
Tel: 01 928 787800 


Country Rentals 


Cumbria 


SOUTH SOMERSET Spado in | CUMBRIA/TOROERS propt^ 


REGENT LETTING LTD 

Tel: 0171 916 0313 Fax: 0171 916 1607 


LANDLORDS 

SPECIAL 

RATES 


No Fee to 
Tenants 

84B Camden Rd 
London NW1 9EA 


STUDIO FLAT. N17 £IO0pw 

Large bedroom and living room with imaU kitchen area. Shared bathroom 
AJAX AVENUE. NW9 £IS0pir 

Two bedroom Qu in CofodaJc. tape lounge and fnCy final kitchen, 
dose lo tube suiuu. 

BRECKNOCK ROAD. NWi flMpw 

Tiro bedroom fiat, with fnfl> fined kitchen, luge lounge. Close to Cstakaiu 
Road tube. 

AJAX AVENUE. NW9 tlfiOpw 

One bedroom O&L large kxmjK. Folly fated kitchen with watting 
machine, available. 

MAIDA VALE, W9 £I60pw 

Cue bedroom fin. fall) fitted kitchen *ub washing nudtiiie. dose 
to Lm rapon and amenities, available now. 

HIGH CATE. N4 £170pw 

One bedroom Hal in good location, all modern conveniences. suited 
to protesaondL dose lo uansporL anHabfc now. 

HOLLOWAY. NT fltffpw 

TWo bedroom IUl targe lomic. Fully fitted Liicben with noahme 
tuariune. pirn garden, available now. 

BRECKNOCK ROAD. CAMDEN. NWI £2lSpw 

Two bedroom Hat. large loanee. ftdly fitted kitchen, waahing machine, 
dose to transport and sroenilies, available no*. 

BRENT CROSS. NWl I £230aw 

Tbrse bedroom fiat. I doable. I single, tag; lounge, fatly fined laicfaen, 
dove to amenities and transport. 


Commerda] 


MWB Business Centres Limited 


SERVICED OFFICES AND WORKSHOPS THROUGHOUT THE UK 

THE HERTFORDSHIRE BUSINESS CENTRE 
ST ALBANS 01727 826 924 

THE DEDCOT ENTERPRISE CENTRE 
OXFORD 01235 510904 

THE KINGSGATE BUSINESS CENTRE ' 
KINGSTON UPON THAMES 0181 547 1418 

THE KNOLL BUSINESS CENTRE 
BRIGHTON 01273 410789 

THE HEATHROW BUSINESS EXCHANGE 
HAYES 0181 817 1000 

SHORT TERM LETS AVAILABLE z NO LEGAL FEES 


PARK ROYAL, 

NW10 

New Business Units 
To Let. 

From 1500 Sq ft 
ready built-to any 
size D&B. 
Please call 
Alexander Johnso 
0181 961 1717 



TO LET 

OFFICE SUITE 
MAYFAIR, Wl 
464 sq ft (411 sqm) 


0171 895 1515 


COVENT GARDEN 
NEWLY 

REFURBISHED 

SERVICED 

OFFICES 


Instant Availability 
Long & Short Term Rental 


Also Acoonun Address 
Telephone Answering 

Contact Martlm Duffy 
GARDEN STUDIOS 
0171 379 


BARBICAN era S&ECTION of 12 
and 3 bed aparts front £200 pw. 
Daniel Watnay 0171 2S3 4414. 

CIERKENWELL EC1 SELECTION 
of S txxVSbatti apsrla £350380 
pw. Also superb Loft £425 pw. 
Daniel Wtqnay 0171 253 4414. 

OVAL SWS: 2 DM beOroomed Split 
level malaonaae. Unfurnished, 
recently redecorated. £ 200 pn Hot 
0181 080 58S 


farmhouse annexe; 1 bedroom, 
newly converted. 5 min A303. 
Kingsbury Eptaeopi £350 pm. 
01460241 949. 

LINCOLN CATHEDRAL CLOSE 
Lge. deL stone house, waded gar- 
den, garage, 3/4 beds, guide rant 
C7Z5JX) pem rad. Contact Ursula 
Logan, JH waiter, (01522) 
52852a 


search. Stubbs Relocation Tel 
(01 788) 881818 Fin 881073 


Country Property 


ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
(UfdwDlshadlnewty buflt live bed- 
room (2 En suite) attached Geor- 
gian style property with cloaks, 
three racopUan rooms, conserva- 
tory, double garage, fully fitted 
kitchen. Gardener Included - 
E1^75pcm. Contact 01882 


Unusual Properties 



mm 


KENT 



Rare urban cottage - 
ASHFORD i Paris 2 hours 
by Eurostar). Stone/stote. 
Two bedroom. Compact 
kitchen and hath - all 
contemporary. Neat 18th 
century firegrates and 
full central healing 
Small parking space. 
Phone 01233 632261 
£62,000 or $95,000 U-S. 


Commercial 


GAINSBOROUGH 


Need an office m Central London? 

We provide fuDy fumishad office suites 

With the latest in telecommunications 
Inc caHs answered in your company name 
Your cwn D0I numbers for phone & fax plus vokxmail 
Along with executive boardrooms, video conferring 
& Fid secretariai/admirestrative asslstanca 


Whether you need an office for one or Blazer team. 
For a short time or considerably longer, simply can 
and you Could be opera ti o na l tomorrow 

Freephone 0500 829 296 


Services 



Summary and analysis of approx. 166 Leasehold 
Valuation Tribunal decisions on flat owners 'claims under 
Leasehold Reform Act, 1993, Compares Lessees', 
Landlords' and Tribunals' valuations tor approx. 600 
flats. Includes Lands Tribunal and landlords’ foes 
decisions. Invaluable reference work for settlements. 

Approximately 61 pages. Extracts on 
http^/wW leasahold.co.uk 
£25 including pp (Visa/Mastercard accepted) from 
LEASEHOLD ENFRANCHISEMENT LIMITED 
Chartered Surveyors, 

33 St George's Drive, London SW 1 V 4DG 
Tel: 0171 821 8820, Fax: 0171 821 8897 


Devon 


DEVON COAST 



PPSE 


Unbitwrupted vtews ul Slapion 



SOUTH DEVON 


3x3 Luxury Detached 
Homes 3/4 Bedrooms. 
Tomes. Paignton. 
ChudJeigb 
Prices from 
£209.000 10 £265.000 
Westward developments 


II 1 805 <865439 (24hrs) 


East Anglia 
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Mng James Qtay- nwFvfcsddoi 
sdwUe - was our first reskfcntul 
devdopnwtlntheUI'. 




Vite are nowsrtacwncedhm cur 

second -wawtoe Mur dowtatwK h 
BraffCrt on A«n new Bath. 


OHcowrtovouisalfhowowaward- 
wtnrlng oNkscony of Wttng for ^a 
sylsh festyla has omedx pt»4ar 
• wBiourputiasax 


TRADITION FOR THE 21sr CENTURY 

a quality riverside development of new 
3 and 4 bedroom town houses with 
outstanding views of the Rlvar won. 
prices from £i42,ooo 


TBI: 01225 868780 

snow home open ioam-4pm 
Thursday-Monday 


SnOnjUnini 

WDaraBreeVanu 


Suffolk 



1 'i.fiod pi, neiw. fnmnnfv 
ewjntiy ro-tauranr. m \-dbar 

k>:jii.rn »-ub JhT«. doom- 

'ChorJ. puhv <1 ha lb. 

ro eplrewi rooms, large 
kncheiv uilluv. >.HAVxuk±njp>. 
laip.- nar.ige. lurdens. 
fpsttidi ‘jakfhrser 
BmyV L. LthuicK I s itulo> 


O.I.R.O. £210.000 
Tel: 01449 7-J0748 


Somerset 


FREE - Abbotb 40 page full cotour 
Homefinder Brochure- Wi of 
propeitlas T/out Norfolk & Suf- 
folk. CZLOOO to ESOQ.OOO. TW. 
01284788626 


COUMTHY HOUSES 4 Cottages In 
Sufloik & Easa*. Peter Andrews 
01448 740080 


Hampstead & Highgate 


HAMPSTEAD NWS: Panoramic 
vtawa. 2 bad ftei, study, HUdtn, 
Stylish new refurtx Stated oar- 
dan. 0171 451 2S37. No agents 


Colour Property 
appears every Sunday. 

50% of Independent 
on Saturday readers 
are currently buying 
their own home. 

To advertise call 


The Property 
Team on 
0171 293 2302 
or 0171 293 2343 


Source: NRSIJan 117- June ‘971 



Detached Family Home, 
Edge ot small seaside town 
of Minehead, 4 bedrooms 
rone en suite i, bathroom, 
shower room, cloakroom, 
3 reception, large utility, 
spacious drive, integral 
garage, easily maintained 
garden, laid to lawn with 
stream, close to sere ices, 
achooL, 

£165.000 

Phone (01643) 703678 


i /Don’t format 
P ' to mention ^ 
• ' The Independent 
.t.when replying 
'Vo adverts 


France 


FRENCH PROPERTY 


EXHIBITION 

30TH JANUARY - 1ST FEBRUARY 1998^ 

RU. 1 1.00 AM TO 6.00 PM. SAT. 10.00 AM TO 6.00 PM. SUN. 10.00 AM TO 5.00 PM 
THE EXHIBITION CENTRE, NOVOTEL, 1 SHORXLANDS, 
HAMMERSMITH, LONDON W6 
Organised by FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 2a Lambton Road, London SW20 OLR 
Telephone: 0181 944 5500. Visit our website: http^/wwwfrench- p i'oper t y-newsxofn 
BRJTAINS BIGGEST & BEST EXHOBITIONS FOR HOMES IN FRANCE 


r . t > . . 1 1 FRENCH ALPS Ski flata ft etatett 

Uverseas Jtroperty 1 an areas, cafl Rutheftorda 0171 
11 388 7240 


1TAIA 


Since 1972 we have specialised in the sale of freehold 
properties in Italy. We offer a fully comprehensive 
professional service and our range includes properties 
of all types from modest cottages at around £20.000 
to palaces, castles and estates at many £M01ions. 

We exhibit around the UK. and maintain convenient 
central London offices. Whatever your requirements, 
please ‘phone or write in confidence: 

Brian A French & Associates Ltd 

—-2b Albert Embankment. London SEI 7TJ 

T e L 0)71 735 8244 Fax: 017) 735 8248 

Mjuibcn: FOPDAt. NASA, FlABfil and IbIuh QuuiBcr of Conunetse 


SPAIN - FLORIDA - FRANCE • 
GREECE -CYPRUS -IRELAND 


I FREE MAGAZINES 



Be sure to get your FREE copy ot tfte 
UK’s largest overseas property classifieds. 
Packed with useful coaSt^legal advice, 
removals & f nance, plus Steraly thousands of 
properties. No other publications oMeryoumonf 

For your FREE copy call: 0181-542 9088 

or write to 

AMBERST0CK PUBLISHING LTD 

532 King* ton Road, Reynas Park* 
London SW20 8DT 


ALGARVE COME TO ttw Indepen- 
dent exports wtti 1 5 y qora soOng 
of prime p i o pert e ii in the Quinta 
do Lego, Veto do Lobo, Almand. 
Carraeiro and Lagoa areas. Linr- 
uy gertf & quafity properties from 

C12OJ)00l Prim Property Interna- 
tional 01628 77B841 FOPDAC 
Msmber. 


| \lvllorca1| 


New developmeiu 
in delightful 
PORTANDRAIX 
EL PUEBLO 
CAIAMORAGUES 
Two bedroom 
two bathroom' 
apartments. All 
with balcony and 
beautiful sea view. 
Swimrdng Pools and 
Sea Bathing. 

Far colour brochure, 
foil spenfkatians and 
prices- ' 

• OPAL TEN Sl- 
Pbone:-. 003471 724046 
• - • 'or ' . 


Fax:- 003471 714967 


TEHHOT& PUERTO DC UVCRU2L 
neTW EVENT PARADISE. All 


s ^.i e^sjjst 


lypnoTpropatyeueSable. Super 
-C Wtato. BrtUah agent wttb 20 


-ctonta BrtUah agent aritti 20 
years estperiance. nmotny wise. 
Boa B70. Puarto da la Cna, 
Tbnerite.-'m 003422371462. Fox 
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Office landlords 
ride high on rising 
rental values 


Foundations shift when the 
underlying day, granite or global 
finance starts to rumble. 
Prosperity abroad brings 
prosperous foreign investors to 
these shores. Conversely, 
problems over there - the stock 
market in New York or Hong 
Kong, car manufacturing in Japan 
or the banking industry in Korea - 
create ripples here. Robert Lehman 
spoke to Londoners who analyse 
commercial property and to a 
former miner who is in the 
process of buying a property in 
Nottinghamshi re . 


Among its many privileges, the City of Lon- 
don provides omens regarding property 
throughout the entire nation. Ted Harifll. 
City Surveyor for the Corporation of Lon- 
don, cautions against generalising, not least 
because different pictures are emerging 
based on region and type of property. And 
reading tea leaves is hardly an exact science. 
But, as Mr Harlili notes, “ historical lv, if busi- 
ness activity is high in the City, it spreads 
to the rest of the country eventually." 

Business activity in the Square Mile has 
indeed been high. “The market came alive 
in September last year, and it has remained 
active both on the investment front and with 
prospective occupiers." says Mr Hartill. 
Even with the recent turbulence in Asia, 
confidence remains strong. 

Central London is also booming, ac- 
cording to John Stephen. Investment Part- 
ner at Jones Lang Wootton: “We are 
seeing record levels of commitment and 
pre-Ietling activity in central London. By 
September 1997 investment turnover bad 


reached £3_2bn. already in excess of the full 
year total for every year since 1989." For 
the nation as a whole. JLW anticipates that, 
like last year. Jvog will see returns in ex- 
cess of 15 per cent. 

The office sector spells good news for land- 
lords, not so good fur tenants and occupiers 
looking to buy. “The oversupply of good-spec- 
ification new and refurbished" office accom- 
modation has turned into a severe shortage 
of grade A space.” says James Prowsc, senior 
surveyor for Chest erton. “ Few freeholds are 
available. Supply is likely to become in- 
creasingly tight on the back of planning re- 
strictions governing development." 

Similarly for renters, "the office market 
is now seeing the highest rents since the 
1 980s boom and they are set to climb high- 
er in some areas," notes Mr Prowsc. 

Despite occupier optimism regarding 
space availability, "the reality is that new- 
speculative development is limited, which 
precludes discounts.” according to Chester- 
ton’s Simon Lloyd. “Although an occupi- 
er might he able to negotiate a cheap deal 
on an existing building, good-quality sec- 
ond-hand space is also rare." says Mr Llovd. 
who is national director of industrial and 
warehouse property at Chesterton. 

Retail property is monitored for 
Chesterton by Martin C'rossley. who notes 
that this sector “is buoyant with numerous 
multiple and local retailers looking in 
take more and more shop premises. As a 
result, rents arc being driven upwards and 
premiums are once again being paid Mr ex- 
isting leases." 

Crossley introduces a cautionary note, 
however. “The last strong period uf rental 
growth and consumer spending wa» fol- 
lowed by a major recession and without the 
benefits of windfall payments and suchlike, 
the current consumer boom may be short- 
lived." For tenants, the wisest course might 
be short leases or break clauses. 



The Jones Lang Wont ton report for 
Central London Offices for the third quar- 
ter of Iasi year is also upbeat but caution- 
ary. “Activity in the central London leasing 
and investment markets Juring the closing 
weeks of the third quarter was extraordi- 
nary. even hv the standards of the I9Sfts. " 
There is. however, a downside: "If good 
quality accommodation continues u» be ab- 
sorbed at the present rale, current supply 
e» >uld be exhausted within six months. This 
would bo a highly unsatisfactory situation 
f« t occupiers and pi itcntiaily ft ir the com- 
petitiveness of Lond< w's economy." 

Cheslerli in's Mr LJ« iyd notes that "some 
companies arc exercising a degree n| cau- 
tion as profits are damaged by exchange rale 
levels, rising interest rates and general con- 
cerns regarding the Fur East." But to Pe- 
ter Evans, head of research at DTZ 
Debenham Thorpe, “anticipation of good 
performance, with the potential for the sec- 


tor to outpace equities in 1998. is causing 
institutional investors and property com- 
panies to lifi their commitment to com- 
mercial property. In parallel the banks are 
showing an increasing willingness to lend 
on property. To date there is no significant 
evidence to suggcsL increasing money 
flows will destabilise the market, at least 
fur ;hc foreseeable future." 

In Mansfield, west Nottinghamshire. 
Kevin Braithwaitc. 33. married with one 
daughter, started repairing scooters in his 
family garage and garden shed. Two years 
ago. he rented a 15-by-23-foot industrial unit 
Irom the council for £50 per week includ- 
ing rates. A larger space was for sale, but 
at E5I.UXJI i the freehold was beyond his grasp. 

"Coming from an 8-by-12-fool garage, 
my council space looked huge. Now I’ve 
outgrown it." 1 Luckily, the property he orig- 
inally wanted to buy was still for sale. 

Mr Braithwaitc has purchased it. sub- 


ject to planning permission. With approx- 
imately 1.000 sq ft (76ft by 15ft ) he will have 
a showroom separate from the repair 
shop. Near the town centre and enjoying 
heightened visibility by being sideways to 
the main traffic, “it is on a road which gets 
lots of passing trade, and lots of traffic jams, 
so people have to notice me." Stuck in traf- 
fic. they may also pine for the traffic-elud- 
ing qualities inherent in the product he sells. 

For Mansfield District Council. “1 had to 
draw a ground plan showing all of the rooms 
and doors. 1 also prepared a plan showing 
road sizes and accesses. 1 already have per- 
mission for change of use. even ihough no 
one knows what the previous use actually was. 
I still have to submit plans for windows, shop 
signs and outside lights. If 1 knew earlier, I 
could have done all the plans at once. 1 may 
have to wail another eight weeks." 

Mr BraiLbwaite wants to "make it look 
dead smart, but no grants are available". 


He will be reimbursed for some of his so- 
licitor's fee, however. "If I run into diffi- 
culties, J can let out some of the rooms in 
the back." 

Meanwhile, back at Chesterton. Mr 
Llovd maintains that "rents are likely to rise 
over the next 12-18 months from current lev- 
els, so it would be advisable to lake the plunge 
now before leasing becomes more expensive." 

Kn in Braithwaite . Two-Wheeled Engineer- 
ing, Unit 2. High fie Id Wa off Quarry Lane, 
Mansfield, Nottinghamshire NG1S 5DF; 
01623427232 

Chesterton, 54 Brook Street, London WL4 
2BU; 0171 499 0404 

Jones Lang Wootton, 22 Hanover Square, 
London W1A 2BN; 0171 493 6040 
DTZ Debenham Thorpe, 44 Brook Street, 
London Wl; 0171 40S 11 Ol 
Corporation of London, Guildhall, London 
EC2P2EJ: 0171 332 1906. 
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You’re trying to sell me a house. Now do I know you’re not a villain? 
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Estate agents have never been 
popular, but after a less than 
! flattering TV portrayal their 
image is at an all-time low. Some 
jj experts in this free market bastion 
, are saying that tighter regulation 
! is in everyone’s interests. 

^ Penny Jackson reports. 

When Nick Harrington leaves his office in 
south London these days he is often greet- 
ed by the honking of car horns. Since he 
bravely, or maybe foolishly, put his head 
above the parapet for a BBC TV pro- 
gramme on estate agents recently, he is 
known to many more than the clients of 
Winkworth. As the day-to-day drama un- 
folded in Streatham. so every twist and turn 
in the business of buying and selling a home 
will have had viewers wincing. Whatever 
they made of the more troubled trans- 
actions, and wherever their sympathies lay, 
few could have failed to spot the weak- 
nesses in the system. 

Clearly, there is something about this 
1 1 business that brings out the worst in 
people. If the conduct of agents leaves 
^something to be desired, so too does that 
- of sellers and buyers. But it is the agents 
who are the professionals, or would like 
to be regarded as such, and it comes as a 
shock to others in the business to discover 
how poor the service can be. A woman in 
property consultancy who is housebunting 
at the moment finds it an eye-opener. "We 
should all get out into the market more 
often. I have only just started looking, and 
have been kept waiting, given the wrong 
appointment, and then, after I said a house 
didn’t suit me, told by the agent that of 


course it did. if J would only do this or that 
to iL You can imagine what I left like say- 
ing to her." 

In the absence of any legal minimum 
standards of competence, the indusuy does 
seem to be doing its best to answer criti- 
cisms. This week has seen the ombudsman 
scheme extended beyond the corporate sec- 
tor to include ail subscribing estate agents. 
The three arms uf the indusuy - the Nat- 
ional .Association of Estate Agents 
(NAEA), the Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors { RJCS) and the Incorpo- 
rated Society of Valuers and Auctioneers 
(ISVAl - have ail signed up. 

Last year they also adopted a new code 
of practice. Finding a good agent should 
become less chancy. Andrew Jeffery, pres- 
ident of the NAEA says that anyone can 
complain to the ombudsman, and there is 
maximum compensation of £5tU«H>. They 
are also eneuuraging whistle-blowers that 
confidential reports can he passed on M 
the Office of Fair Trading. "We want to 
know if anyone, say. is ovennluing prop- 
erty to get an instruction, "l any conflict- 
of interest, and of agents ring-fencing 
property - taking money from a purchaser 
not to pass on other offers to u vender.' 

The last complete year of figures from 
the OFT shows that of the 3363 complaints 
about estate agents, nearly 3.500 were 3houi 
selling techniques. The worst of the spiw 
and wide boys may well have been swept 
away in the recession, but their reputation 
lingers. Many in the business are only too 
aware why that is. They see their duty to 
the vendor being used as an excuse to ride 
roughshod over buyers, and the status quo 
as an excuse for turning a blind eye m bad 
behaviour. 

At the top end of the market. FPD S.iv- 
ills puts all its siaff into a training pr<>- 



Many estate agents are trying to improve their image with training courses for staff and better care for the buyer 


gramme - nobody gets away with talking 
about “valuations" when they mean price 
guides. One of its must recent courses is 
. .n care Ii ir the huver. who is often left feel- 
ing like the pi mr relation. "It is about lime 
we paid Them mure attention, since in el- 
led they pay all the bills.'' savs Ian Slew- 
art. a direct* *r of Savflls. “Giving advice and 
lull in fi •mu t inn to a purchaser Joesn'i 
mean you are nut dqing the best tor the 
vend* *r. It yu are not Iwne-si. you waste 
every. >iic's lime.” Ideally, an estate agent 
should lv qualified to spot a potential prob- 
lem with a property and encourage ven- 
dor** in eel a surveyor or builder in. n*il 
paper over the cracks. And there are tin* 


many agents who never even advise their 
clients. How can we justify our commission 
if we simply pass on an offer with no pro- 
fessional guidance? Some of them even ask 
the client what they should do." he says. 

Others agree. "I despair of this industry 
when it is so easy to do it correctly. You 
can work tor your client and treat every- 
one how you would like to be treated," says 
Paul Williams of Holden Matthews in 
Islington, north London. "The system is 
often criticised for being so slow, so we 
encourage the vendor to get moving with 
title deeds and even the search, as the house 
goes on to market. It can save weeks.” 

Such initiatives are becoming more 


common among agents who are prepared 
to take action about the crawling speed of 
transactions, and the potential for gazump- 
ing. David Bedford, of Bedfords in Bury 
St Edmunds, sees some 40 per eent of his 
sales go through with a pre-sale survey. 
“The vendor commissions a structural 
survey for which he is reimbursed bv Ihe 
purchasers. They then deal direct with the 
surveyor. The joy is that only one person 
has to pay for the survey. It also shows the 
vendor is committed to selling, which has 
been a problem recently." 

He also believes gazumping is often 
caused by incompetent negotiations. “If you 
set a guide price, you may have more 


disappointed buyers but less gazumping. 
It is ludicrous to say you can sell a house 
in say two days. How can that be in the 
client's best interest?" Nor is he alone in 
disliking the practice of agents earning per- 
sonal rather than office commission. “Staff 
in competition with each other should be 
selling second-hand cars, not homes." 

Now that the Property MisdescriptJOD 
Act has pul a slop to imaginative and un- 
truthful marketing, the general consensus 
is that some form of licensing, and manda- 
tory standards of competence, are overdue. 
Adrian Britton, RICS director of profes- 
sional services, believes there must be some 
control over who can work as an estate 
agent. Even though there are a number of 
recognised avenues for vocational t rainin g, 
they are entirely voluntary. “We work in 
an unregulated environment, yet those 
powers have been available since 1979. Fin- 
ancial services were regulated, and yet we 
were not accorded the same priority even 
though a home is the largest investment 
most people will make.” 

George Pope of John D Wood, who has 
long advocated that standards of compe- 
tence should be imposed, believes they 
should be in addition to practical exper- 
ience. “Learning about an area from a busy 
office is invaluable. However well qualified 
a valuer, it is still pointless to send some- 
one from, say, Romford to Fulham and ex- 
pect them to come up with the right figure, 
which is not unknown for building 
societies.” At least the valuer didn’t slay 
in the ear, which is how one consulting 
engineer has seen the job done. 

So whether qualifications would see an 
end to bad behaviour is one thing, but at 
least an estate agent would need more than 
just charm and the manner of a second- 
hand car salesman. 


THREE TO VIEW: IN DORSET 


... ! 
> I *- * .,-SV. 


Baity House Farm fbelow left) in Kington 
Magna,“near Shaftesbury is a Grade II 
Iisted,stQne-buflt house with four bedrooms 
and three bathrooms, standing in more than 
•wo acres of gardens and paddock. The con- 


necting silling- and drawing-rooms have 
flagstone floors, and there is a flagstone 
hearth with multi-fuel stove. The house has 
a 21ft dining-room, a laundry room and a 
28ft kitchen with terraeoua-tiled floor. The 


main bedroom, w ith Victorian east-iron fire- 
place. leads M a dressing-room and bath- 
mom with east-iron, n ill-top bath with claw 
feel. Outside are a JmibJe garage and two 
outbuildings. 

Strutt & Parker is asking lor offers around 
£400.IUHi (til 722 32S"4 1 i. 

Glebe G rttage tee jure ) in Piddlehim* »n. 
near Dorchesler. is Grade II listed- with a 


thatched roof and brick -and-ll ini walls. The 
cottage has roses growing around the 
dour. 

The 23ft siuing-nxim has an open fire- 
place and wood-burner. An open staircase 
rises to the two first-floor bedrooms. Out- 
side. the large gardens include an orna- 
mental pond with waicrltlie.s and parking 
space lor three cars. 


Syraonds «& Sampson is asking around 
£120.009 (01305 265058). 

Upper Cobb House (below right), in 
Lyme Regis, overlooks the sea in one dir- 
ection and National Trust land in the 
other. The three- reception, four-bed- 
room house hus easy access to the famous 
Undercliff, made Tamous by Ihe book and 
the film of Tire French Lieutenant's Woman. 


A Grade D listed Regency house, it has ren- 
dered walls in colourwashed TUscany yel- 
low with dark green shutters, while inside 
it has carved ceilings in the main reception 
rooms. With a study, playrooms, a double 
garage, a terraced ItaUan-style garden 
with gazebo and about an acre of garden, 
it is for sale through Strutt & Parker, for 
offers above £425,000 (01392 215631). 
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Anna, Adrian Lukirfs daughter, has (earned about die dangers in their flat from watching her parents, and even Hotly the cat comes and goes as she pie 

The clatter of tiny feet 


Peter Macdrarmfd 


A London flat may be ideal for 
singles or couples. But what if 
there are young children to 
house as well? Fiona Brandhorst 
talks to two families making 
the most of their homes. 


When actor Adrian Lukis was looking 
to buy a flat in London with his wife 
Michelle six years ago, it wasn't just a 
question of finance and location. It also 
had to suit a very active toddler. 

So when they bought the top two 
floors of a Victorian property with its 
high skylighted ce fling and spiral stair- 
case leading to galleried bedrooms, 
they were determined to make it work 
for their daughter too. 

“It was fatally impractical for a tod- 
dler,” says Adrian. “At first we simply 
didn't use the spiral staircase because 
it was just too dangerous. We put up 
a barrier at the bottom and shared one 
big bed in the bedroom off the living 
room.” Happily, Anna has adapted well 
and has “grown up with the dangers 
just by watching us," says Michelle. 

Adrian, who’s currently starring in 
Peak Practice, spends much of his time 


on location in the Derbyshire coun- 
tryside. So what's it like coming back 
to a shared garden? “Awkward. We 
don't like invading someone’s else's 
space with a child.” Their flat, however, 
in a quiet backwater south of the river, 
overlooks a park that the family likes 
to call its own. 

“We often sit up here drinking cof- 
fee with friends watching our children 
riding round the park on their bikes”, 
says Adrian. “They can have their 
independence without going out of 
sight,” adds Michelle. 

Anna's love of animals hasn’t been 
restricted by living in a flat. Molly the 
cat is free to come and go as she 
pleases, while George the “house- 
trained” rabbit lives in his hutch in their 
former family bedroom. 

As Anna has grown, the clutter of 
toys has been replaced by her “bicycle, 
rollerblades and riding boots” vying for 
space in the narrow entrance hall. 
“We’ve had to reduce clutter to a 
minimum so we could co-exist more 
easfly,” says Adrian. However, they’ve 
recently made a decision to expand 
their home by buying the ground 
floor of the house when it came on the 
market at the end of last year. 


“It’s a bit like playing Monopoly.” 
says Michelle. “We tried to find another 
property locally and although we could 
think of a hundred reasons to move, 
we kept coming back to two reasons 
to stay; the view and the neighbours.” 
All they needed was more space. 
They enjoy living in a “community that 
gets on with its life”, giving them the 
anonymity they desire. On a good day 
it’s only a 20-minute drive to the City 
or West Eod and Anna is firmly 
settled at the local state school. 

Having more space will also solve 
the increasing problem of privacy. 
Michelle works from home as a psy- 
chotherapist and when she has an 
evening client. Adrian and .Anna have 
to make themselves scarce. The 
ground floor would provide a study and 
Anna would like a playroom some- 
where in the house. It would also 
release the upper-level master bedroom 
so that Adrian can have his longed-for 
“den” where he can retreat to study 
scripts or play his acoustic guitar. 

Adrian and Michelle bought the 
first floor from imerior designer John 
Giliah and he has been commissioned 
to redesign the new acquisition in keep- 
ing with the original's dramatic and 


theatrical feel. Now eight years old, 
Anna is bound to approve and she’ll 
no longer have to share her garden. 

Sylvia and Richard Clifford would 
only view ground-floor flats with the 
sole use of a garden when they were 
looking to buy a home five months 
before the arrival of their first child. 
The small rear garden is “big enough 
for a paddling poof but it’s not suffi- 
ciently screened from bordering back- 
yards. “On one side of us the garden's 
unused and overgrown,” says Sylvia, 
“on the other our neighbours have chil- 
dren and we get on really well, but it 
would be awkward if we didn't." 

Like many conversions, the internal 
layout of the flat is “peculiar”: the 
bathroom, for instance, is off the 
living room. “The biggest drawback is 
having the children in the room next 
to us in the evenings as opposed to 
somewhere upstairs.” says Sylvia. 

The noise level from the Cliffords' 
flat has increased considerably with the 
arrival of Louise, now three and 
Eleanor, 10 months. This is a wony for 
Sylvia, since the neighbour above 
works from home most of the time. She 
finds his occasional use of loud 
expletives emanating from above 


amusing but she's not sure what he 
makes of her “mother from hell ten- 
dencies”. “It's all very well shouting at 
the girls at the time, but 10 minutes 
later I have to face him in the hallway 
when they are looking their angelic 
best. It’s all very embarrassing.” 

The flat is near to good bus routes 
and a short walk to the station but, even 
better, it’s literally on the doorstep of 
and thus in the catchment area of an 
over-subscribed local school. Flats in 
their street will always appeal to 
families with school-age children. 

Living on the ground floor makes 
leaving the flat with the children eas- 
ier. “I can flush them out into the hall 
when they're ready, so they can’t keep 
running took for things. And they don’t 
have to negotiate stairs.” 

Sylvia and Richard lost a reception 
room when Louise moved into her own 
bedroom but luckily they didn't have 
much furniture to re-house. However, 
the flat gets preny crowded when they 
have grandparents or friends to stay. 
“Louise and Eleanor will outgrow 
the space and we can see privacy 
becoming a problem at puberty,” says 
Sylvia.” If we want a third child we’ll 
definitely have to move.” 


PENNY 

J ACKSON 

Rural peace 
lifts prices in r - 
London 

Everyone visiting Harfbds Village, the 
Berkeley Homes development in Barnes, 
south-west London, asks the same question. 

Will Hammersmith Bridge reopen to all? 

Sjn/y the through traffic bas disappeared 
Barnes has rediscovered its. village roots and 

the benefits of public and two-wheeled 

transport Residents' alarm at being dented 
the most direct route by car over the river 
has turned into greater alarm at the thought 
of their new-found peace being destroyed. 

Those on the main route to the bridge claim 
it has added value to their bouses. On the V 

site of the Harrods Depository - the 

familiar Thames landmark- half of the first 
phase of the newly built homes have been 
sold. English Heritage is working with 
Berkeley Homes oh the refurbshment of 
the main depository building with its brick 
and terracotta salvaged in the 19th century 
from the Piccadilly tube station and two 
factories alongside. In total there will be 125 
new homes and the same number of 
converted properties 6n a secure 
development with a leisure dub, conference 
facilities, swimming, gymnasium and 
riverside gardens. Better than any garden, 
perhaps, are the adjoining acres of lake and 
reed beds, a sanctuary for wfldfowt Prices 
in the current phase range from £190,000 
for a one-bedroom apartment to £495,000 ■ 

for a three-bedroom town house, while top 
prices in the refurbished buildings are 
expected to be in the region of £2m and will 
exceed the nearby Barnes Waterside, where 
owners have already seen values rise. Sales 
office: 0181 741 7401. 

In rural Cheshire, an estate of parkland - 
and gardens is about to see a 17th century 
timber-framed house arrive in its midst. PJ 
Livesey Rural Heritage, the developers of 
Bostock Hall near the village of 
Davenham, is rescuing the historic Platt 
Hall from its entirely unsuitable site in the 
grounds of a Nortbwich chemical factory. 

Border Oak, designers and builders of oak- 
framed houses, will dismantle the building 
and rebuild it in the grounds of the 
Bostock Hall development. The structure 
will be photographed, catalogued and 
drawn joint by joint and every carpenter’s 
mark recorded. The disassembled frame ^ 

will then be analysed for clues to its history 
before being restored and placed on its 
new foundations. Platt Hall will then be 
sold as a private.house for a price in the 
region of £350,000. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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London Properly 


London Property 


London Property 


Restored Dutch Masterpiece 
found on street corner 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Just 300 yards from Liverpool Street Station and ft nadgate Centre, ihg Werner Bunding is restoration 

and conversion of one of the finest examples of Dutch industrial architecture In the City. It now provides 18 
exclusive apartments and 5 duplex penthouses with large roof terraces with views over the City. 




[ Ha 

My 


Em 

rc 

3ml! 


CLERKENWELL 



London Property 


Specialists in Residential 
letting and management 
in Camden, Regent’s Park 
and Primrose Hill. 

Regent’s Park Office 

0171 267 2053 


famerons 

RESIDENTIAL 


WBi a dtent base ot*T*jnshB private and puMc sectors, dovetepera and 
private fowsta, sm comraStod to piwMng a compraterestvg runae 
property reMW»«tS6.hdijtf^ 

• Marketing advice and services 
•Acquisitions 

• Sales and Lettings 

• Corporate Relocation package 

Rr tuthaBriormarian please contact Katrina Jwiring* on lit Si 940 6789 


3 Ucftflgtd Terrace, Shean Ftoad, Richmond, SmTeyTWg IAS 


Spadoua New Loft Apartments. 
Faly fitted to a high standard. 
llOOsq tt-14Q0aq ttr : 
fnctudng beach floore, 
stainless steel kitchens and 
designer bathrooms. 
£250,000 -£359,000 

0171 2» 1012 


STANLEY JEROME GRAY : N20 
WfwtStons. 0181 3686307-' 

W1. A stunting 2 bed, 2 bate 9ot on 
tea titfleerrf s snaft Mocfc atte- 
sted momsme from Bond straet 
station. Newty refurbished to a 
Wfih stan tort. UH 78 yra, 
£234,850. Senate Mr 017T408 

2444 


Property Advertising 
also appears on : 
page 10. 
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SYR A newly wwbhhed a bad. 2 
bteh flat «ahe first floor o( this 
preaDgiaoc mansion block sttu. 
■ted a fsw adman from Knighta. 
bridge «a#m. Lfh 100 *o. 
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